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District  of  South- Carolina^  to  irif : 

BE  IT  KEMEMUEUED,  That  on  the  aeveuteciith  day  of  Nov.  Anno 
Doraiui,  one  thoui*aml  eij;ht  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  in  the  fifty- 
third  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Major 
jg^J980B8^35?j^  Alexander  G:\rden,  deposiled  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  ri<,'ht 
whereof  he  claims  as  Author  and  Proprietor,  in  tlie  words  following  to  wit : 

"  Anecdotes  of  the  American  Revolntion,  illustrative  of  the  talents  and  virtues  of  the 
Heroes  and  Patriots,  who  acted  the  most  conspicuous  parts  therein.  By  Alexander  Gar- 
den, of  Lee's  Le^fion.  Second  Series.— For  their  commendation  I  am  fed,  it  is  a  banquet 
to  me.—Shaksj}eare. 

In  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  entitled  an  "  An  Act  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Learning,  by  Kccuring  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the 
authorij  and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned."  and  also  to 
the  act  entitled  *  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled.  *  An  act  for  tlie  encouragement 
of  learning,  by  securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors  and  proprie- 
tors of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mentioned,'  ami  extending  the  benefilts 
thereof  to  the  arts  of  designing,  engraving  and  etching  historical  and  other  prints." 

JAMES  JERVEY, 
Clerk  of  the  District  (f  South- Carolina. 


[The  dedication  wliich  followB  was  written  sometime  prevlonely  to  the  death  of  General 
PiNCKNET.  As  a  brief  expression  of  tlie  Antlior's  exalted  opinion  of  hia  taientH  and  vir- 
tues, he  is  anxious  that  it  sliould  l>e  recorded,  and  has  in  consequence  suffered  it  to  keep 
the  place  originally  intended  for  it.] 


TO  MAJOR-GENERAL  THOMAS  PINCKNEY. 


PRESroENT-GENERAL   OF   THE    CINCINNATI. 

0 

CHARLESTON,  October  13th,  183S. 

HoNOtTRED  GkNERATj, 

Tke  cheerfulness^  with  which  you  complied  with  my  request,  in 
furnishing  me  with  a  correct  and  circumstantial  account  of  the  Siege 
of  Savannah,  even  when  suffering  under  the  agony  of  severe  bodily 
affliction,  demands  the  warmest  expression  of  my  gratitude.  If  my 
good  wishes  could  avail,  the  speedy  re-establishment  of  your  health, 
would  restore  you,  a  blessing  to  your  friends — your  family,  and  your 
country.  That  steadiness  of  principle,  and  cool  intrepidity,  that 
proved  essentially  .serviceable  in  establishing  the  liberty  and  independ- 
dence  of  your  country,  might  in  all  probability,  be  again  required  to 
support  and  direct  our  energies,  against  the  encroachments  of  princi 
pies  of  Government,  which  will  prove  equally  destructive  of  our  pros- 
perity and  happiness.  Permit  me  to  offer,  as  a  testimony  of  my  re- 
spect, and  high  veneration  for  your  character,  the  Second  Series  of 
Revolutionary  Anecdotes,  now  published,  and  to  subscribe  myself  with 
the  sinceresl  affection  and  gratitude. 

Your  friend  and  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  GARDEN, 

Of  Lee\s  Legion. 
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INTRODITCTTON. 


•'  The  evi]  that  men  do,  liven  after  them 
The  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  bones."— Shaicspeart. 

I  SHOULD  consider  it  an  indeliljlo  reproach  on  my  country, 
were  tiie  recollections  of  the  valorous  achievements  of  her 
Heroes,  and  the  enthusiastic  attachment  of  her  patriotic  sons 
to  her  honour  and  interests,  to  perish  with  them.  My  strenu- 
ous efforts  have  been,  and  shall  be  exerted  to  the  end  of  my 
existence,  to  keep  them  alive  by  giving  them  publicity,  and  to 
recommend  them  to  our  youthful  candidates  for  fame,  as  the 
iittest  models  for  imitation.  The  mite  of  applause,  that  from 
personal 'feeling,  I  am  inclined  to  offev,  is  indeed  small,  but  it 
is  tendered  with  such  admiration,  and  flows  with  such  warmth 
from  my  breast,  that  I  trust  it  will  not  only  meet  with  favour 
from  the  public,  but  commendation  also. 


REVOLUTIONARY  ANECDOTES. 


PETITION  OF  THE   AMERICANS   IN   LONDON  TO 
THE  THRONE. 

THE  t'ulluwinj;  docuiiieTit  is  extremely  interesting  and  ought 
to  be  preserved.  It  affords  strong  evidence  of  tlie  attach- 
ment of  the  natives  of  America  from  every  part  of  tlie  conti- 
nent to  their  sovereign,  and  a  confidence  in  his  justice  and 
magnanimity  unbounded,  tliougli  fatally  incorrect.  The  i)eti- 
tion,  which  is  tirm  without  servility,  was,  iji  Carolina,  so 
much  approved,  that  the  signers  of  it  were  greeted  on  their 
return  home  with  a  merry  peal  of  bells,  and  the  loud  acclama- 
tions of  their  countrymen. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  si.xteen  last 
named  gentlemen  were  Carolinians,  and,  that  with  a  single  ex- 
ception, they  remained  steady  in  their  ]irincij>les  and  active 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Revolutionary  war. 
3 


REVOLUTIONAKY    ANECDOTES. 


FKOJt    THE    BOSTON    CHRONICLE. 


Petition  of  the  native  Americans  rexiding  in  London,  to  J  fin 
Britannic  Majesty,  in  1774. 

Messrsj.  Editors: 

Having  recently  been  employed  in  searching  for  old  records, 
I  met  with  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  following  petition  of  a 
number  of  native  Americans,  who  were  then  in  London,  to 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  the  year  1774.  If  you  think  it  sutH- 
cientl}'  interesting  to  publisli,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  it. — 
Among  the  number  of  signers  is  the  late  Arthur  Lee,  of  Vir- 
ginia, a  gentleman  whose  life  and  character  seem  to  be  but 
little  known  at  the  present  day,  although  he  was  one  of  the 
iirmest  patriots  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  services,  though  not 
conspicuous,  yet  were  eminently  bencticial  to  the  cause  he  had 
espoused.  I  was  much  gratified  to  observe,  that  this  gentle- 
man was  not  forgotten,  on  a  late  public  occasion,  and  should 
be  more  pleased  if  the  present  era  of  good  feelings  should  load 
to  the  bringing  forward  of  those  eminent  patriots,  wliose  vir- 
tues are  buried  in  obscurity. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  bills  there  alluded  to  are 
the  last  of  the  series  of  those  acts  of  the  British  Parliament 
which  produced  a  crisis,  and  were  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
war  of  the  Ilevolution  : 

To  the  King's  most  Kccellent  Majesty  : 

The  Petition  of  several  natives  of  America,  most  humbly 
sheweth : 

Tliat  your  petitioners,  being  your  Majesty's  most  faitiiful 
subjects,  are  obliged  to  implore  your  gracious  interposition  to 
])rotcct  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  privileges  which  are 
the  right  of  all  yom-  people. 
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Your  Majesty's  petitioners  liave  already  seen,  with  iin8i)eak- 
ablo  grief,  their  earnest  prayers  rejected,  and  lieavy  ])enah,ie8 
inflicted,  even  07i  the  innocent  among  their  cuuntrymen,  to  the 
subversion  of  every  principle  of  justice,  without  their  being 
heard.  By  this  alarming  procedure  all  i)ro[>erty  was  rendered 
insecure ;  and  they  now  see,  in  two  bills  (for  altering  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  impartial  adminis- 
tration of  justice  there)  the  intended  suliversion  of  the  two 
other  grand  objects  of  civil  society  and  constitutional  jirotection, 
to  wit,  liherty  and  life. 

Your  ])etitioners  most  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty, 
that  to  destroy  or  assume  their  chartered  rights,  without  a  full 
and  tair  hearing,  with  legal  proof  of  forfeiture,  and  the  abroga- 
ting of  their  most  valuable  laws,  which  had  dnlj^  received  the 
solemn  C(jntirmation  of  your  Majesty's  royal  predecessors,  and 
were  thence  deemed  unchangeable  without  the  consent  of  the 
]ieople,  is  such  a  proceeding  as  renders  the  enjoyment  of  every 
])rivilege  they  possess  totally  uncertain  and  precarious.  That 
an  exemption  of  the  soldiery  from  being  tried  in  tlie  Massaciiu- 
setts  Bay  for  murder,  oi-  other  felony  connnitted  upon  your 
Majesty's  subjects  there,  is  such  an  encouragement  to  licenti- 
ousness and  incentive  to  outrage,  as  must  subject  your  Majes- 
ty's liege  people  to  continued  danger. 

Your  petitioners  aiul  tlieir  countrymen  have  lieen  ever  most 
zealously  attached  to  your  Majesty's  person  and  family.  It  is 
thereforo  with  inexpressible  affliction  tliat  they  see  an  attempt, 
in  these  proceedings  against  tliem,  to  change  the  princii>le  of 
obedience  to  government,  from  the  love  of  the  subject  towards 
their  sovereign,  founded  on  the  opinion  of  his  wisdom,  justice 
ami  be!u;volence,  into  the  dread  of  absolute  jjowcr,  ami  laws  of 
extreme  rigour,  insupportable  to  a  free  people. 

Should  the  bills  above-mentioned  receive  your  royal  sanc- 
tion, your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects  will  be  overwhelmed  with 
grief  and  despair. 

It  is  therefoi'e  our  most  earnest  prayer  that  your  Majesty 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  suspend  vour  roval  assent  to  the 
said  bili. 
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And  your  petitioners,  &c. 
Ste]>lien  Sayre, 
William  Lee, 
Arthur  Lee, 
Edmund  Jennings, 
Joshua  Johnson, 
Daniel  Bowley, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Busten, 
Edward  Bancroft, 
Thomas  Bromfield, 
John  Boylston, 
John  Ellis, 
Jolin  Williams, 
John  Alloyne, 
Ralph  Izard, 


"» 


William  H.  Gibbs, 
William  Blake, 
Isaac  Motte, 
Henry  Laurens, 
Thomas  Pinckney, 
Jolin  F.  Grimk(5, 
Jacol)  Read, 
Philip  Neyle, 
Edward  Fcnwicke, 
Edward  Fenwicke,  jun. 
John  Peronneau, 
William  Middleton. 
William  Middleton,  jun. 
Ralph  Izard,  jun. 
William  Hovwai'd. 
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MECKLENBrRG  (N.   C.)  DECLARATION  OF  INDE- 
PENDENCE. 

It  is  a  coinpliment  riclily  due  to  onr  sister  State  of  North- 
Carolina,  to  inenti(jn  an  important  fact,  wliich,  however  ro- 
(ionnding  to  her  credit,  is  even  at  this  period  but  little  known 
to  the  citizens  generally  of  the  Fiiited  States. 

The  town  of  Boston  has  been,  with  great  propriety,  styled 
"the  Cradle  of  the  Revolution."  '  The  o])position  of  its  inha- 
bitants to  the  encroachments  of  Great  Britain  first  ronsed  the 

Coloin'sts  to  a  just  sense  of  the  injuries  meditated  against  tlieii^, 

liberties,  and  fixed  their  resolntion  to  repel  force  by  force. —  ( 
Yet  it  will  forever  redonnd  to  the  honour  of  North-Carolina, 
that  it  was  among  her  people  that  the  bold  idea  of  Indepen- 
dence was  first  conceived  and  proclaimed  to  the  world.  The 
tyrannical  measures  pursued  by  the  officers  of  the  Crown  ;  the 
iniquities  practised  by  those  of  the  courts  of  justice,  produced 
a  general  spirit  of  discontent  as  early  as  the  year  1T<^)8. 
But  it  wg,s  in  Mecklenburg  County  that  a  zealous  opposition 
to  the  pretensions  of  the  mother  country,  and  a  deternn'nation 
to  resist  the  aggressions  of  ]>ower  was  first  decidedly  mani- 
fested. Tlie  leading  men  held  meetings  to  ascertain  the  sense 
of  the  people,  and  to  contirm  them  in  their  opposition  to  the 
claim  of  Parliament  to  impose  taxes,  and  regulate  the  internal 
policy  of  the  Colony.  The  Post  Commandant  of  the  county 
was,  on  one  occasion,  dii'ected  to  issue  orders  to  each  ca]>tain 
of  the  militia,  to  elect  two  delegates  from  his  company,  to 
meet  in  general  committee  at  (Charlotte,  the  better  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  should  seem  best  calculated  to  ]ironiote  the 
common  cause,  of  defending  the  right  of  the  Colony,  and  of 
aiding  their  brethren  in  Massat^husetts.     The  order  was  issued 
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and  delegates  elected,  who  met  at  Charlotte  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1775.  On  that  da}-,  the  first  intelligence  of  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  at  Lexington,  was  received  by  the 
committee.  Its  effect  was  decisive.  The  nniversal  cry  was, 
"  Let  ns  be  independent — let  us  declare  oiir  independence,  and 
defend  it  with  onr  lives  and  fortunes."  Tlesolutioiis  were  im- 
mediately drawn  np  and  adopted.  Dr.  Brevard,  who  framed 
them,  had  the  honor  to  report  thorn  also — they  were  to  this 
eff'ect : — 


"  Resolved,  That  whoever  directly  or  indirectly  abets,  or  in 
any  way,  form,  or  manner,  countenances  the  invasion  of  our 
rights,  as  attempted  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  is  an 
enemy  to  his  country,  to  America,  and  to  the  Bights  of  Man. 

Resohied,  That  we,  the  citizens  of  Mecklenburg  County, 
do  hereby  dissolve  the  political  bonds  which  have  connected 
ns  with  the  Mother  Country,  and  absolve  oxu'selves  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  abjuring  all  political  connex- 
ion with  a  nati(jn  that  has  wantonly  trampled  on  our  rights 
and  liberties,  and  inhumanly  slied  the  blood  of  Americans  at 
Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  declare  ourselves  a  free  and 
inde]iendent  people,  that  we  are  of  right  and  ought  to  be  a 
sovereign  and  self-governing  peoi)le,  under  the  ])ower  of  God 
and  the  General  Congress,  to  the  maintenance  of  which  inde- 
pendence we  solemnly  ])ledge  to  each  other  our  mutual  co- 
operation— our  lives — our  fortunes — and  our  sacred   honours. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  ordain  and  adopt,  as  rules  of 
conduct,  all  and  each  of  our  former  laws,  and  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britian  cannot  be  considered,  hereafter,  as  holding  any 
rights,  privileges  or  iunnunities  among  us. 

Resolve<l,  That  all  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  in  this 
county,  be  entitled  to  exercise  the  same  powers  and  authorities 
as  heretofore — that  every  member  of  this  delegation  shall 
henceforth  be  a  civil  otticer,  and  exercise  the  j^owers  of  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  issue  process,  hear  and  determine  contro- 
versies, according  to  law,  preserve  peace,  union  and  harmony 
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ill  the  county,  and  use  every  exertion  to  spread  the  love  of 
libei'ty  and  of  country,  until  a  more  general  and  better  organ- 
ized system  of  government  be  established. 

Resolved,  That  a  coj)y  of  these  Resolutions  be  transmitted 
by  exi)ress  to  tiie  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  as- 
sembled at  Philadelphia,  to  be  laid  before  that  body." 

1  think  it  scarcely  jjossible  to  read  these  Resolutions,  with- 
out ])erceivinglio\v  strong  the  similarity  of  sentiment  ex])ressed 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  introduced  by  Mr.  Jkkk- 
ERsoN,  at  an  after  period  into  Congress.  Even  the  expressions 
are,  in  many  instances,  literally  the  same,  in  so  nmch  as  to 
give  conviction,  that  the  Mecklenburg  Resolutions  were  con- 
stantly in  view,  when  the  Comuiittee  of  Congress  drew  tiuit 
momentous  document,  which  we  consider  as  the  i)alladium  of 
our  lives  and  liberties. 

This  early  manifestation  of  patriotic  enthusiasm,  never  knew 
diminution  ;  a  steadiness  of  principle  characterized  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Mecklenburg  (tounty  throughout  the  whole  war.  It 
was  there  that  supplies  were,  with  the  greatest  liberality,  be- 
stowed on  the  soldiers  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country — 
that  the  hospitals  were  best  ]>rotected,  and  comforts  afforded 
the  sick.  It  was  there  that  the  enemy  met  with  constant  and 
decided  opposition,  and  that  they  were  so  incessantly  harrassed 
at  every  turn,  and  in  every  situation  which  they  occu]>ied,  that 
Charlotte*  was  emphatically  styled  by  them — "  the  Hornets' 
Nestr 


Of  the  zeal  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte 
and  Salisbury,  in  favour  of  the  cause  of  their  country,  my 
friend,  Dr.  William  Read,  has  recently  given  me  a  striking 
proof  After  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  great  industry  was 
used  by  Lord  Cornwallis  to  retake  the  captured  prisoners;  he 
was  unwearied  in  pursuit,  and  it  was  imagined  with  considera- 
l)le  i)rospect  of  success.  Under  these  circumstances,  (ieneral 
Green  directed  Dr.  Read  to  repair,  with  all  expedition,  to  the 
residence  of   General    Lock,    near    Salisbury,  and  tell  him, 
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verbally,  that  immediate  exertion  was  necessary,  and  that  lie 
nmst  raise,  by  the  next  day,  one  thousand  men,  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  Major  Hyrne,  to  whose  charge  the  pril^onel•s  were 
committed.  Arrived  at  his  honse.  Dr.  Head  asked  if  tlie 
General  was  visible,  "  he  is  at  plough  in  his  field,"  was  the 
reply.  "  In  what  direction,"  said  the  Doctor.  "  This  path," 
said  a  bystander,  "'  will  carry  you  to  him."  But  a  short  dis- 
tance was  passed  over,  when  Dr.  Read  met  an  old  man  on  a 
sorry  tacky,  with  a  plough  l)efore  him,  to  whom  he  said,  "tell 
me,  friend,  where  I  can  iind  General  Lock." — "  Come  with 
me,"  was  the  reply,  "  and  I  will  cany  you  to  him."  The  route 
was  now  retrograde,  and  led  toward  the  house:  when  the 
Doctor  arrived  there,  believing  that  he  was  trifled  with,  he 
said  in  anger,  "  but  where  is  the  General  f'  "  You  shall  see 
him  immediately,"  was  the  answer.  The  old  man  then  retired 
into  a  chamber,  but  returned  instantaneously  in  a  full  suit  of 
regimentals  aiid  large  cocked  hat,  exclaiming,  "'/a/zi  General 
Lock — your  business  with  me  friendr  Dr.  Read  inmiediately 
delivered  his  message,  when  the  old  man  replied,  "  it  shall  be 
done !"  and  immediately  sending  ott"  his  servants  with  orders 
to  his  otHcei-s  to  simimon  their  men  for  duty,  actually  joined 
Hyrne  the  next  morning  (who  had  live  hundred  men  of  the 
71st  British  regiment  in  charge)  with  a  corps  of  one  thousand 
mounted  riflemen. 


Nor  were  the  ladies  of  Mecklenburg,  in  any  degi'ee,  inferior 
in  enthusiasm  to  the  male  population.  I  And  in  the  South 
Carolina  and  American  General  Gazette^  trom  the  2d  to  the 
9th  of  February,  the  following  paragraph  : — 

•'  Tlie  young  ladies,  of  the  best  families,  in  Mecklenburg 
County,  North-Carolina,  have  entered  into  a  voluntary  associ- 
ation that  they  will  not  receive  the  addresses  of  any  young 
gentlemen  of  that  jilace,  except  the  brave  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  expedition  to  South-Carolina,  and  assisted  in 
subduing  the  Seovalite  insurgents.  The  ladies  being  oi'  opin- 
ion that  such  persons  as  stay  lazily  basking  at  home,  when  the 
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important  calls  of  the  country  demand  their  military  service 
abroad,  must  certainly  be  destitute  of  that  nobleness  of  senti- 
ment, that  brave,  manly  spirit,  which  would  qualify  them  to 
be  tlie  defenders  and  guardians  of  tlie  fair  sex. 

The  Ladies  of  the  adjacent  County  of  Rowan,  have  desired 
the  plan  of  a  similar  association,  to  be  drawn  up  and  prepared 
for  signatures."  2 
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EMBASSY  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  LAUEENS  TO  FRANCE, 

m  1781. 

I  do  not  tliiiik  that  I  can  follow  up  the  interesting  document 
inunediately  preceding,  in  a  more  approjn'iate  manner,  or  af- 
ford a  higher  treat  to  my  readei-s,  than  by  giving  a  particular 
account  of  the  spirited  conduct  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Laurens,  when 
sent  bv  Congress  as  a  Special  Minister  to  France,  in  the  year 
1781.  Of  its  authenticity  there  can  be  no  doubt.  It  was  re- 
ceived by  me  in  18:^2,  from  my  friend  Major  Wm.  Jackson,  of 
Philadeli)hia,  who  had  been  appointed  at  the  recpiest  of  the 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Secretary  of  the  Mission.  It  is  due  to 
Maj.  Jackson,  to  give  the  statement  in  his  own  interesting  and 
appropriate  language. 

"In  the  sixth  year  of  the  war  of  Independence,  the  events  of 
the  cani]>aign  had  been  very  adverse  to  the  American  arms, 
and  at  the  close  of  1780,  the  resources  of  the  United  States  were 
in  extreme  depression.  General  Lincoln,  who  conmianded  in 
the  Southern  Department,  after  a  brave  and  protracted  defence 
of  Charleston,  against  the  army  and  fleet  under  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  was  (compelled  to  capitnlate, 
and  to  surrender  his  gallant  garrison,  prisoners  of  war.  By 
this  success,  and  the  subsequent  defeat  of  General  Gates  at 
Camden,  the  British  forces  gained  a  control  in  tlie  South,  wliich 
threatened  the  most  extensive  and  disastrous  consequences. 
The  .main  army,  under  General  Washington,  rednced  by  de- 
tachments to  the  Southern  States,  was  badlv  clothed,  irrejiu- 
larly  provisioned,  and  without  pay — the  magazines  were  empty, 
the  treasury  exhausted,  and  the  j)ublic  credit  of  no  avail.  In 
this  alanning  crisis  of  the  national  affairs.  General  Washington 
convened  a  council  of  his  most  coniidential  otticers — a  faithful 
and  minute  representation  was  submitted  to  Congress ;  and.  it 


RRVOr.lJTIONARY    ANECDOTKS.  13 

was  i-espoctfiilly  suggested,  as  the  most  iininediate  means  of  re- 
lief, that  a  Special  Minister  should  he  sent  to  France,  to  solicit 
a  loan  of  money,  and  supi)lies  of  clothing  and  military  stores, 
with  a  request  that  a  na\  al  superiority  might  rendezvous  on 
the  American  coa.st  at  an  appointed  time,  to  enable  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief to  undertake  offensive  operations  against  the 
dispersed  posts  of  tlie  enemy. 

Congress  acnreded  totheoi)inions  of  this  interesting  c(mimuni- 
cation,  and  referred  the  nomination  of  the  Minister  to  General 
Washington,  whose  selectitm  of  the  "all-accomplished  Laurens," 
justified  the  confidence  of  government,  and  secured  the  suc^eess- 
ful  comj)letion  of  this  im])ortant  trust.  As  Aid-de-camp  to 
General  Washington,  Colonel  Laurens  was  fully  informed  of 
every  circumstance  that  could  give  furtherance  to  the  negotia- 
tion ;  and,  writing  and  speaking  the  Frencii  laiiguage  with 
classical  purity,  he  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  power 
of  illustrating  all  its  objects.  By  the  paitiality  of  his  gallant 
friend,  the  writer  of  tliis  memoir  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
tlie  Mission. 

On  the  9tli  of  February,  1781,  we  sailed  from  Boston  in  the 
frigate  Alliance,  Captain  Barry,  and  arrived  at  L'Orient  in 
twenty  days.  Pursuing,  without  delay,  his  route  to  Paris, 
Colonel  Laurens  met  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  Minister  of 
Marine,  tlien  on  a  visit  to  tlie  Sea-Ports,  at  Ilennebond,  and 
iiaving  announced  himself  to  the  Mareschal,  he  very  politely 
directed  l-elays  of  horses  to  ex})edite  our  joimiey.  On  his 
arrival  at  Paris,  Colonel  Laurens  entered  on  his  mission  with 
everv  advantayre  tiiat  distinction  of  character,  ardent  zeal  of 
disposition,  and  consummate  ability,  to  demonstrate  the  reci])- 
rocal  interest  of  Ameri('a  and  France  in  its  successful  accom- 
plishment, could  confer.  Having  delivered  his  credentials,  and 
l)een  graciously  received  at  Court,  memorials,  explanatory  of 
all  the  views  and  objects  of  iiis  appointment,  were  presented  to 
tlie  Count  de  Vergeimes,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  and 
tiiey  were  repeated  and  enforced  by  personal  intercourse  from 
tlie  fith  of  March  to  the  2d  of  May,  when  Colonel  Laurens  con- 
ceived, from  the  protracted  state  of  the  negotiation,  tiiat  it  was 
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the  policy  of  the  Cabinet  of  France,  by  delaying  the  aid  which 
he  solicited,  to  exhanst  the  power  and  resources  of  Britain  and 
America,  and  to  render  both  subservient  to  her  views. 

Under  this  impression,  and  a  Injlief  that  this  was  ratlier  the 
}X)licy  of  the  Ministers  than  of  the  King,  Colonel  Laurens  de- 
cided to  pre])are  a  memorial,  which  should  condense  all  the 
essential  points  that  had  been  heretofore  stated,  and  whicli  lie 
determined  to  place  in  the  King's  own  hand.  This  memorial, 
embracing  a  lunrinons  statement  of  facts,  with  clear  deductii)ns 
from  them,  was  accordingly  pi-epared — and,  on  the  morning  of 
the  day,  when  it  was  to  l)e  presented,  we  went  to  the  Cabinet 
of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  where  we  found  Dr.  Franklin  and 
the  Count. 

Colonel  Laurens,  introducing  the  subject  of  his  mission 
witli  his  usual  aninuition,  was  urging  the  necessity  of  a  com- 
jdiance  with  his  solic^itation,  when  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  in 
a  manner  at  once  smiling  and  sarcastic,  observed — -"Colonel 
Laurens,  you  are  so  recently  from  the  Head  Quarters  of  the 
American  Anny,  that  you  forget  you  are  no  longer  delivering 
the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-cliief ;  but  that  you  are  ad- 
dressing the  Minister  of  a  Monarch,  wiio  has  every  disposition 
to  favour  your  country."  Cohmel  Laurens,  rising  from  his 
chair  with  some  emotion,  stepped  to  the  opjjosite  side  of  the 
room,  and  returning  to  the  Count,  expressed  himself  in  nearly 
the  following  words — "  Favour,  Sir!  the  respect  which  I  owe 
my  country  will  not  admit  the  term — say  that  the  aid  is  mu- 
tual, and  I  cheeifully  subscribe  to  the  obligaticm — But,  as  the 
last  argument  I  shall  use  with  your  Excellency;  the  sword 
which  I  now  wear  in  defence  of  France  as  well  as  my  own 
country,  unless  the  succour  I  solicit  is  immediately  accorded, 
I  may  be  compelled,  witliin  a  short  time,  to  draw  against 
France,  as  a  British  sul)ject." 

The  force  of  this  brief,  but  appropriate  remonstrance,  was 
keenly  felt  by  the  tirst  diplomatist  of  Europe,  and  some  time 
elapsed  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes  was  suthciently  col- 
lected to  say — "  Mais  voila  le  hon  Monsieur  Frdaklin^  qui  est 
tres  content  de  lumsy — "No  one,"  re]ilied  Colonel  Laurens, 
•' respects  that  venerable  gentleman  more  tliaii  1  do; — but.  t(j 
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repeat  your  Excellency's  oljservHtloii,  I  am  so  recently  from  the 
Head  Quarters  of  the  American  army,  that  many  circumstances 
of  the  hia^hest  interest  are  familiar  to  me  that  are  yet  unknown 
to  that  worthy  man.  I  must  now  inform  Your  Excellency, 
that  my  next  memorial  will  he  presented  to  His  Majesty,  in 
person.  I  have  the  honour  to  salute  you  respectfully," — and 
left  the  room.  On  reaching  the  door.  Colonel  Laurens  asked 
my  opinion  of  what  had  passed.  I  told  him  it  exceeded  all  I 
had  imagined  of  the  interview.  "No  matter,"  said  he  "  let  us 
go  to  the  inn  and  dress  for  Court,  where  the  act  must  finish." 
[The  C'onrt  was  at  this  time  in  mourning  for  the  Empress 
Queen,  Maria  Theresa,  the  Queen's  mother — l)ut  we  were  in- 
dulged in  wearing  otir  uniform,  with  crapes  on  our  arms  and 
swfirds.] 

"  The  Special  Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America" 
was  announced,  and  we  entered  the  audience  apartment,  where 
the  King  was  standing  in  the  centre  of  a  semi-circle,  having  the 
old  Count  Maurepas  on  his  right,  and  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
on  his  left. — Having  bowed  to  His  Majesty,  Col.  Laurens,  in- 
stead of  passing  among  the  foreign  ministers,  advanced  to- 
wards the  King,  and  saluted  him  a  second  time,  and,  approach- 
ing nearer  toliim,  pi'esented  the  memorial,  which  was  received 
under  some  end)arrassment — for,  although,  as  being  an  accred- 
ited Minister,  it  could  not  Ikj  refused,  the  innovation  on  the 
forms  of  the  Court,  was  altogether  unexpected,  and  the  King 
passe<l  the  paper  across  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to  the  Marcpiis 
de  Segur,  the  Minister  of  War,  who  put  it  in  his  pocket.  The 
looks  of  all  present  marked  their  sui"prise.  When  the  ceremo- 
nial of  the  Levee  \\as  over,  we  went  to  the  inn,  where  we 
dined, — and  on  our  return  to  Paris,  in  going  by  Dr.  Franklin's 
house  at  Passy,  I  asked  Colonel  Laurens  if  he  would  not  stop 
and  see  the  Doctor — he  said  he  would  see  no  one  until  he 
knew  the  result  of  that  day's  ])roceeding. 

The  next  morning,  wliile  at  breakfast,  he  receivetl  the  follow- 
ing note : — 

''Mr.  Nec'ker  ])resents  his  com])liments  to  Colonel  Laurens, 
and  requests  the  lionoiu"  of  an  interview  at  twelve  o'clock," — 
Here  is  something,  said  Colonel  Laurens,  let  us  dress  and  pay 
our  respects  to  Madame  Necker : — 
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On  entering  the  drawing-room  wo  found  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ne(!ker,  and  the  Late  Madame  de  Stael,  at  that  time  a  young 
ladv  about  thirteen  vears  ohh  The  ladies  havino:  retired,  Mr. 
Necker  said  to  Colonel  Laurens,  "  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  hv  instruction  of  His  Majesty,  tliat  the  loan  Mliich  you 
solicit  in  your  memorial  of  yesterday  is  accorded,  tlie  fifteen 
hmidred  thousand  livres,  which  you  request  may  be  sent  to 
Major  Jackson,  at  Amsterdam,  for  the  pnrcliase  of  military 
stores,  will  be  forwarded  from  Brussels — and  any  other  accom- 
modation, connected  witli  my  department,  will  be  cheerfully 
granted." 

On  the  next  day  a  similar  interview  with  Colonel  Laurens 
was  requested  by  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  who  said  "  I  am 
directed  by  His  Majesty,  to  inform  you  that  the  Count  de 
Grasse,  who  is  now  at  Brest  with  twenty-five  shij^s  of  the  line, 
bound  to  the  West-Indies,  will,  conformably  to  the  request  in 
your  memorial  of  yesterday,  rendezvous  on  the  Aniericaii 
coast,  at  the  time  General  Wasliington  shall  ])oint  (nit.  The 
howitzers,  which  you  want,  cannot  lie  furnished  from  the  ma- 
rine arsenal,  as  we  have  none  of  that  calibre  ;  Imt  Major  Jack- 
son will  be  able  to  procure  them  in  Holland. — The  frigate  lies- 
olue  will  carry  you  to  America  with  such  part  of  the  money  as 
yon  may  wish  to  take  with  yon — any  other  facility  witliin  my 
departmejit  will  be  accoi'ded." 

Tlius  was  this  important  negotiation,  Mdiich  was  certaiidy 
the  hinge  on  which  the  success  of  the  Revolution  tlien  turned 
l)ronght  to  a  hapjiy  (ilose,  by  the  wisdom  and  decision  of  a 
youth,  who  had  not  then  attained  his  twenty-eighth  year — but 
whose  matured  mind  and  heroic  spirit,  admitted  no  other  rule 
of  official  conduct,  than  the  honour  and  interest  of  his  lielovcd 
country. 

Having  returned  from  the  successful  accomplishment  of  his 
important  mission,  in  which  he  had  negotiated  the  rendezvous 
and  co-operation  of  the  French  fleet  on  the  American  coast, 
Col.  Laureiis  resumed  his  military  fun.ctions,  and  was  eminently 
distinguished  at  tlie  siege  of  Yorktown,  where,  Iciiding  to  the 
assault  of  one  of  the  British  redoubts,  he  saved  the  life  of  the 
officer,  who  commanded  it,  and  made  him  his  prisoner. 
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Being  appoiiitwl  Cummissimior  for  the  ciipitiilatiuii  on  tlie 
part  of  General  Washington,  lie  met  (Jol.  Ross,  of  the  British 
army,  Aid-de-camp  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  Commissioner  on 
belialf  of  the  garrison.  Having  placed  the  terms  on  which  a 
capitulation  wouhl  be  granted  before  Colonel  lloss,  that  gen- 
tleman observed — '^This  is  a  harsh  artinleP — Whicih  article? 
said  Colonel  l^aiirens — 

"  The  Troops  shall  march  out  with  colours  cased,  and  drums 
beating  a  British  or  a  German  march." 

"  Yes,  Sir,"  re])lied  Colonel  L.,  with  some  smigfroid,  "  it  is 
a  harsh  article." 

■'  Then,  Col.  Laurens,  if  that  is  your  opinio'n,  why  is  it 
here  <" 

"  Your  (]uestioii.  Col.  Ross,  compels  an  observation,  which 
I  would  have  suppressed. — You  seem  to  forget.  Sir,  that  I 
was  a  ca])itulant  at  (Charleston — where  Gen.  Lincoln,  after  a 
brave  defence  of  six  weeks'  open  trenches,  by  a  very  inconsid- 
erable garrison,  against  the  British  armv  and  fleet,  under  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  and  when  your  lines 
of  a]»proach  were  within  pistol-shot  (jf  our  field  works,  was 
refused  any  other  terms  for  his  gallant  garrison,  than  march- 
ing out  with  colours  cased,  and  dnims  not  beating  a  British  or 
a  German  march."  "  But,"  rejoined  Col.  Ross,  "  my  Lord 
Cornwallis  did  not  command  at  Charleston."  "  There,  Sir," 
said  Col.  I^iaurens,  "you  extort  another  declaration.  It  is  not 
the  individual  that  is  here  considered — it  is  the  Nation. 
This  remains  an  article  or  I  cease  to  be  a  Commissioner." 

The  result  was  conformed  to  this  just  retribution.  The 
British  army  marched  (_iut  with  colours  cased,  and  drums  beat- 
ing a  British  or  a  German  march.  The  march  they  chose 
w.:s — "  The  'world  Ubmed  up  side  downy 

The  war  in  the  North  being  closed  by  the  capture  of  this 
army.  Colonel  Laurens,  impelled  by  ardent  patriotism,  hasten- 
ed to  the  Southern  army,  where  fresh  laurels  awaited  his  gal- 
lant exertions,  and  where  his  country  was  to  witness  his  devo- 
tion, even  to  death,  in  her  cause. 

The  writer  of  the  present  article,  who  was  then  Assistant 
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Secretary  at  War,  received  his  last  letter,  in  which  he  says — 
''  I  am  writing  to  you  From  a  sick  bed  ;  but  I  have  just  heard 
that  Gen.  Greene  has  ordered  a  detachment  to  intercept  a 
party  of  the  British.  I  shall  ask  the  (-ommand,  and,  if  re- 
fused, I  go  as  a  volunteer." 

Gen.  Greene,  anxious  for  the  recovery  of  his  healtii.  would 
have  declined  the  request  of  Col.  Laurens ;  but  his  determina- 
tion to  go  as  a  volunteer,  decided  him  to  grant  it. 

It  would  appear,  tliat  by  unavoidable  accident,  some  troops 
detached  to  the  support  of  the  party,  did  not  reach  Combahee 
in  time  to  prevent  an  attack  by  a  very  superior  force — and  in 
the  charge  he  was  mortally  wounded  and  fell  from  his  horse  ; 
his  party  cutting  their  way  through  the  enemy. 

Such  was  the  close,  while  yet  in  its  bloom,  of  his  illustrious 
life,  through  which  he  had  exhibited  such  proofs  of  devoted 
patriotism,  heroic  valour,  and  splendid  talents,  as  would  have 
secured  to  him  the  first  honours  of  his  country,  as  they  have 
impressed  the  deepest  regret  for  his  loss,  and  the  heartfelt 
tribute  of  gratitude  to  his  memory. 
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SIEGE  OF  SAVANNAH. 

Fwi'nished  hy  cm.  Officer  engaged  in  the  Attack* 

Early  in  Sept.  ITTU,  the  Ainazon  French  frigate  appeared 
ott'  Charleston  bar;  the  Visconij^te  de  Fontanges,  Adjutant 
General  to  the  army  under  Count  D'Estaign,  landed  and  con- 
ferred with  Gen.  Lincoln,  when  an  attack  upon  the  British  force 
in  Savannah,  by  the  coml)ined  French  army,  said  to  consist  of 
three  thousand  men,  and  one  thousand  American  troops  to  be 
furnishetl  by  General  Lincoln,  was  agreed  upon.  By  order  of 
General  Lincoln,  Colonel  Cambray  of  the  Engineers,  Captain 
Gadsden  and  myself,  embarked  on  board  the  Ainazon,  then 
commanded  by  the  celebrated  circumnavigator  La  Perouse.  In 
a  day  or  two  after  we  left  Charleston,  we  joined  the  French 
fleet,  consisting  of  twenty  shijjs  of  the  line,  and  several  frigates, 
when  we  wont  on  board  tlie  Languedoc,  to  be  under  the  inniie- 
diate  comnuind  of  Count  D'Estaign,  who  had  desired  that 
some  American  officers,  acquainted  with  the  French  language, 
uiight  be  sent  to  him.  In  j)assing  before  Beaufort,  D'Estaign 
was  apprised  that  Colonel  Maitland,  with  a  considerable  part 
of  the  British  force,  was  stationed  at  that  place,  and  was  aware 
of  the  advantages  which  would  result  from  preventing  his 
junction  with  the  main  body  at  Savannah.  Our  progress  was 
delayed  some  hours  otf  the  bar ;  and  it  wa*i  reported  that  some 
of  the  smaller  vessels  were  preparing  to  enter,  but  the  plan 
was  relincpiished  because  the  pilots  furnished  from  Charleston 
)'efused  to  undertake  to  carry  them  in.  This  was  the  first 
great  error  of  this  short,  but  disastrous  campaign.  The  whole 
British  reyrular  force  amounted  onlv  to  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred  men,  of  which  Maitland  conunanded  eight  hundred  at 
Beaufort ;  had  these  been  prevented  from  joining  Prevost  at 
3 

•Major  Pinckiiejr. 
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Savannah,  it  is  probable  the  latter  would  have  capitulated,  or 
certainly  could  not  have  made  the  same  formidable  resistance. 
I  know,  however,  from  the  acknowledgement  of  the  principal 
pilot,  that  he  did  refuse  to  carry  in  the  vessels. 

The  fleet  then  proceeded  off  Savannah  bar,  where  informa- 
tion being  received  that  the  British  had  a  comi)any  of  regulars 
posted  on  Tybee  Island,  D'Estaign  determined  to  attack 
them.  Accordingly,  he  landed  with  the  oflicers  of  his  staff, 
the  three  Americans,  and  his  body-guard,  composed  of  a  Sub- 
altern's command  of  about  twenty  marines  ;  we  marched  near 
a  half  mile  in  the  direction  of  the  fort,  when  D'Estaign,  look- 
ing back  and  seeing  only  his  slender  escort,  asked  the  Adjutant 
General,  where  were  the  troops  to  reduce  the  British  postf  M. 
de  Fontanges  answered  that  lie  had  received  no  directions  to 
order  any  troops  for  the  occasion.  "The  General  apj>eared 
much  irritated,  replying  that  he  had  intbrmed  him  of  the  ob- 
ject he  had  in  view,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  have  brought 
with  him  tlie  nmnber  of  troops  necessary  for  the  occasion. 
While  tliis  was  ])assing,  a  cou])le  of  Xegroes  came  by,  who  be- 
ing interrogated,  informed  that  the  post  had  l)een  withdrawn 
early  that  morning.  This  extraordinary  occurrence  is  men- 
tioned t(j  show  something  of  the  manner  of  proceeding  of  the 
cunnaander-in-chief  of  the  expedition,  and  of  the  footing  on 
which  lie  stood  with  the  oflicers  under  his  connnand. 

The  fleet  then  proceeded  ofl"  Asseeba  yotmd,  wliere  about 
eighteen  hundred  troops  were  embarked  in  tlie  boats  of  the 
fleet,  and  proceeded  at.  night-fall  twelve  miles  up  the  ri\  er  to 
Beaulieu.  The  order  for  landing,  directed  that  the  i)oats 
should  follow,  as  exi)editiously  as  they  could,  (in  that  in  which 
the  General  embarked,  a  lantern  was  hoi.sted,)  and  on  reaching 
the  landing,  the  troops  were  to  range  themselves  next  to  those 
whom  they  would  And  drawn  up,  without  any  regard  to  corps. 
It  was  fortunate  for  the  General,  whose  boat  Ijeing  lighter  than 
the  rest  considerably  outrowed  them,  that  a  British  post  with 
two  fleld  pieces  had  been  withdrawn  the  preceeding  day,  or 
the  boats  which  arrived  fli-st,  must  have  been  gi'eatly  amioyed; 
the  bluff  of  Beaidieu  conmianding  a  long  reach  of  the  river  up 
which  they  passed.      The  landing  with  such  a  body,  would 
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jr<"ol)ably  liave  been  eif'ected.  but  certiiiiily  not  without  consid- 
erable loss.  No  time  was  lost  after  the  landing  of  the  troojis, 
in  inarching  to  Savannah  ;  it  apjiearing  to  be  the  desire  of  the 
(ieneral  to  arrive  there  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  ren- 
dezvous with  (-reneral  Lincoln. 

The  morning  after  the  army  encamped,  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  Savannah,  a  Flag  of  Truce  was  sent  in,  recpiiring  the 
surrender  of  tlie  post  and  garrison,  to  the  Army  of  His  Most 
Chnsiidn  Majedy.  A  delay  of  twenty-four  hours  for  the  an- 
swer, was  required  and  granted ;  before  their  expiration, 
Maitland  brought  in  his  detachment,  and  the  demand  of  capit- 
ulation was  rejected. 

General  Lincoln,  with  tlie  American  army,  arrived  near 
Savaiinah  at  the  time  agreed  upon,  which  was  the  17th  Sej)- 
tember,  and  on  the  2.Sd,  the  two  armies  formed  a  juiu;tion,  and 
encamped  together  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
eneiTiy's  lines,  tlie  French  on  the  right.  Here  I  joined  my 
Regiment,  which  being  the  first  of  South-Carolina,  was  en- 
camped on  the  extreme  left  of  the  line. 

It  appeared  now  to  be  the  determination  of  the  Generals, 
to  endeavour  to  carry  the  jwst  by  regular  ajiproaclies ;  for  the 
enemy's  line  of  defence,  which  was  scarcely  begun  when 
D'Estaigu's  summons  was  given,  had,  in  that  interval  of  ten 
days,  become  tbrmidable ;  it  extended  along  the  sandy  ridge 
or  bluff,  on  which  Savannah  is  built,  from  the  swamp  below 
the  town  to  Yamacraw  creek,  which  is  itsu])iier  boundary.  It 
consisted  of  a  chain  of  redoubts  with  batteries,  the  whole  cov- 
ered in  front  by  a  strong  abbatis.  The  princijial  battery  ajj- 
peared  to  be  in  the  centre  of  the  line,  where  stood,  when  we 
first  apjiroached  it,  a  large  public  building  of  brick,  but  which 
disapjieared  in  one  night,  and  in  a  day  or  two  a  formidable 
battery  was  opened  njion  us  from  its  site.  The  next  work  in 
imjiortance  was  the  Spring  Hill  redoubt,  which  was  on  their 
extreme  right,  and  comiuanded  Yamacraw  creek,  at  the  mouth 
whereof  was  stationed  a  British  galley.  This  line  was  admir- 
ably adajited  to  the  enemy's  force  ;  if  it  had  been  a  closed  line, 
their  two  thousand  five  hundred  troops  could  not  have  manned 
the  whole,  especially  as  they  were  obliged  to  have  some  slight 
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works  on  each  Hank,  and  to  pay  some  attentioii  to  tlieir  front 
OTi  the  river,  as  tlie  Frendi  had  sent  some  small  vessels  of  war 
with  a  bumb-ketch  into  the  back  river,  which  is  only  separated 
from  the  main  cliaunel  by  an  island  of  mai-sh.  P'rom  the  23d 
September,*  when  our  army  tii-st  broke  gnnind,  we  continued 
working  in  the  trenches  witli  great  assiduity.  Our  l)atteries 
opened  on  the  5th  of  October,  but  tliough  well  served,  appar- 
ently with  little  effect.  The  sap  continued  to  lie  ]nished  for- 
ward until  the  8th,  when  the  remonstrance  of  the  officere  ol' 
the  French  fleet  against  their  being  detained  longer  on  the 
coast,  induced  Count  D'Estaign  to  inform  C4eneral  Lincoln  that 
he  must  withdraw  his  force;  Imt  to  prove  his  desire  to  serve 
the  cause,  he  offered  to  co-operate  in  an  assault  upon  the 
British  lines.  This  appears  to  liave  been  accepted  as  the  jns- 
alle>\  and  on  that  day  we  were  ordered  to  parade  near  tlie  letV. 
of  the  line  at  1  o'clock  of  the  next  morning,  where  we  were  to 
be  joined  by  the  French,  and  to  march  to  the  attack  in  the 
following  order: — The  French  troops  were  to  be  divided  into 
three  columns,  the  Americans  into  two,  the  heads  of  which 
were  to  be  posted  in  a  line,  with  proper  intervals  at  the  edge 
of  the  wood  adjoining  the  open  s]iace  of  five  or  six  hundred 
yards  between  it  and  the  enemy's  line,  and  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  a  little  before  day -light,  the  whole  was,  on  a  signal 
being  given,  to  rush  forward  and  attack  the  redoulits  and  bat- 
teries opposed  to  their  front.  The  American  column  of  the 
right,  which  adjoined  the  French,  were  to  be  ]ireceded  by 
Pulaski,  with  his  cavalry  and  the  cavalry  of  South-Carolina, 
and  were  to  follow  the  French  until  they  ajiproach  the  edge  of 
the  wood,  when  they  were  to  break  off  and  take  their  position. 
This  column  was  composed  of  the  Liglit  Infantry  under  Col. 
Laurens,  of  the  2d  Regiment  of  South-Carolina,  and  the  1st 
Battalion  of  Charleston  Militia.  The  second  American  column 
consisted  of  the  1st  and  5th  South-Carolina  Regiments,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier  (ireneral  M'Intosh  of  Georgia.  A  coqis 
of  French  West-Lidia  troops,  under  the  Viscompte  de  Noailles, 
the  Artillery,  and  some  American  Militia,  formed  the  reserve 
under  General  Lincoln. 

•  I  kept  no  memorandum  of  the  dutep,  but  have  referred  to  Gen.  Moultrie's  McmoirB  for 
them. 
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A  faint  attack  by  the  Sontli-Caroliiia  Militia  aTid  GeorgiaTis, 
under  Bricadier  (Toneral  linger,  was  oi'derod  to  bo  made  on 
the  enemy's  loft;  Init,  instead  of  tlie  Frcmtii  troops  being  j)a- 
raded  so  as  to  march  off  at  4  o'clock,  it  was  near  four  before 
the  head  of  that  (column  reached  our  front.  Tho  whole  army 
then  mar(;hed  towards  tho  skirt  of  the  wood  in  one  lontr  cfil- 
nmn.  and  as  they  a])]>roaehed,  the  open  s])ace  were  to  break 
ott"  into  the  different  colmnns,  as  ordered  for  tlie  attack.  But, 
by  tlie  time  the  first  French  column  had  arrived  at  the  open 
space,  the  day  had  fairly  broke,  when  Count  D'Estaign,  with- 
out waiting  until  tho  other  columns  had  arrived  at  their  posi- 
tion, placed  himself  at  tlie  head  of  his  first  column,  and  rushed 
forward  to  the  attack.  But  this  body  was  so  severely  galled 
liy  the  grape-shot  from  the  batteries  as  they  advanced,  and  by 
both  grajie-shot  and  musketry  when  they  reached  the  aijhatis, 
that,  in  spite  of  the  effort  of  the  officers,  the  column  got  into 
confusion  and  broke  awa}*  to  their  left  toward  the  wood  in 
that  direction ;  the  second  and  the  tliird  French  columns  shared 
successively  the  same  fate,  having  the  additional  discourage- 
ment of  seeing  as  they  marched  to  the  attack,  the  repulse  and 
loss  of  their  comrades  who  had  preceded  them.  Count  Pulas- 
ki, who,  with  the  Cavalry,  preceded  the  right  column  of  the 
Americans,  proceeded  gallantly  until  stopped  by  the  abbatis, 
and  before  he  could  force  through  it,  received  his  mortal 
wound.  In  the  mean  time.  Colonel  Laurens  at  the  head  of 
the  Light. Infantry,  followed  l>y  the  2d  South-Carolina  Regi- 
ment, and  1st  Battallion  Charleston  Militia,  attacked  the 
Sj)ring  Ilill  redoubt,  got  into  the  d'lU-h  and  ])Ianted  the  Col- 
ours of  the  2d  Regiment  on  the  berm,  l»ut  tlie  parapet  was  too 
high  for  them  to  scale  it  under  so  heavy  a  tire,  and  after  much 
slaughter  they  were  driven  out  of  tho  ditch.  Who7i  (Toneral 
Pulaski  was  about  to  be  removed  from  the  field.  Colonel  D. 
Ilorry,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  Cavalry  devolved,  iisked 
what  were  his  directions.  He  answered,  "  follow  my  Lancei-s 
to  whom  I  have  given  my  order  of  attack."  But  the  Lancers 
were  so  severely  galled  by  the  enemy's  tire,  that  they  also  m- 
clined  off  to  the  left,  and  were  followed  by  all  the  Cavalry, 
breaking  through  the  American  column,  who  were  attacking 
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the  Spring  Hill  redoubt.  By  tliis  time  the  2d  American  col- 
umn headed  hy  Gen.  M'lntosh,  to  whicli  I  was  atta(;hed,  ar- 
rived at  the  foot  of  the  S])ring  Hill  redoubt,  and  such  a  scene 
of  confusion  as  there  appeared  is  not  often  equalled.  Col. 
Laurens  had  been  separated  from  that  part  of  liis  comnumd 
that  had  not  entered  the  Spring  Hill  ditch  l>y  the  Cavalry, 
wlu)  had  borne  it  before  them  into  the  swamp  to  the  left,  and 
when  we  marched  nyi,  m([\iWe(]  'if  we  /lad  seen  t/iem.  Count 
D'Estaign  was  wounded  in  the  arm,  and  endeavouring  to  rally 
liis  men,  a  few  of  whom  with  a  drunnner  he  had  collected. 
General  M'Intosh  did  not  speak  French,  but  desired  me  to  in- 
form the  Commander-in-chief  that  his  column  was  fresh,  and 
that  he  wished  his  directions,  where,  under  present  circum- 
stances, he  should  make  the  attack.  The  Count  ordered  that 
we  sliould  move  more  to  the  left,  and  by  no  means  to  interfere 
with  the  troo])s  he  was  endeavouring  to  rally  ;  in  pursuing  this 
direction  we  were  thrown  too  much  to  the  left,  and  before  we 
could  reach  Spring  Hill  redoubt,  we  had  to  pass  through  Ya- 
macraw  Swamp,  then  wet  and  l)oggy,  with  the  galley  at  the 
month  annoying  our  left  flank  with  grape-shot.  While  strug- 
gling througli  this  morass,  the  tiring  slacked,  and  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  whole  army  had  retired.  I  was  sent  by  (4en- 
eral  M'Intosh  to  look  out  from  the  Spring  Hill,  where  I  found 
not  an  assailant  standing.  On  reporting  this  to  the  (4eneral, 
he  ordered  a  retreat,  whicli  was  etfected  without  luucii  loss, 
notwithstanding  the  heavy  tire  of  grape-shot  with  which  we 
were  followed. 

The  loss  of  both  armies  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted 
to  637  French  and  4.57  Americans,*  1000. t— The  Irish  Brig- 
ade in  the  Fren(rh  service,  and  our  2d  Regiment,  jiarticularly 
distinguished  themselves  and  suffered  most.  The  loss  of  the 
Ih'itish  amounted  only  to  fifty-five. 

Thus  was  this  tine  body  of  troops  sacrificed  by  the  iin])ru- 
dence  of  the  French  General,  who,  being  of  su])erior  grade, 
commanded  the  whole.  If  the  French  troops  had  left  their 
encampment  in  time  for  the  different  corps  to  have  reached 
their  ])ositions,  and  the  whole  attacked  together,  the  iiros])ect 

♦Monltrip.  +  Marshall. 
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of  success  would  have  been  infinitely  better,  though,  even  then 
it  would  have  been  very  doubtful  on  account  of  the  strength 
of  the  enemy's  line,  which  was  well  supplied  by  artillery. 
But  if  Count  D'Estaign  had  retlected  a  nionieut,  he  must  have 
known,  tiiat  attacking  with  a  single  column  before  the  rest  of 
the  army  could  have  reached  their  j)osition,  was  cx])osing  tlie 
army  to  ho  beaten  in  detail.  In  fact  the  enemy,  who  were  to 
be  assailed  at  once  on  a  coTisiderable  part  of  their  front,  find- 
ing themselves  only  attacked  at  one  jwint,  very  deliberately 
concentrated  their  whole  lire  on  the  assailing  column,  and  that 
was  repeated  as  fast  as  the  different  corps  were  brought  up  to 
the  attack.  Creneral  Lincoln  had  the  command  of  tlie  reserve 
and  covered  the  retreat ;  if  lie  had  led  the  attack,  I  think  tiie 
event  could  not  have  been  so  dii^astrous,  and  I  am  warranted 
in  this  opinion  by  the  attack  he  made  on  the  enemy's  lines  at 
Stono,  where,  when  he  fouTid  how  strongly  the  enemy  were 
entrenched,  although  his  light  infantry,  on  both  flanks,  had 
gained  some  advantage,  withdrew  the  troops  without  any  con- 
siderable loss. 

The  similarity  in  the  result  of  this  attack  on  Savannah,  and 
that  of  the  British  on  New  Orleans  in  1S15,  is  renuirkable  ; 
the  losses  of  the  assailants  and  their  enemies  was  nearly  in 
equal  jjroportioii.  Neither  can  Packeniiani  escaj)e  the  censure 
of  precipitation,  in  urging  the  attack  when  he  knew  the  scaling 
ladders  he  had  ordered  were  not  brought  up.  and  before  Col- 
onel Thornton  had  got  jjossession  of  our  l)attcries  on  tiie  west 
side  of  the  river,  which,  if  brought  to  bear  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  American  line,  must  have  made  an  important  diver- 
sion in  favour  of  his  attack. 
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ASGILL. 

Interestin<j  pai'tivulars  relative  to  the  condemnation  and  suhse- 
quent  enlargement  of  Captain  Sir  Charles  Asyill,  of  the 
British  Gnanh: 

Sometime  in  the  spring  of  17S2,  a  refugee  officer  named 
Lippincott,  liad  caused  Captain  Huddy,  of  the  American  mili- 
tia, (against  wlioni  it  does  not  appear  tliat  any  accusation  was 
brought,  or  crime  alleged,  further  than  that  of  being  found  in 
arms,  in  opjjosition  to  the  British  troops,)  to  be  executed  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  trial,  and,  as  it  was  generally  believeti, 
out  of  mei'e  wantonness.  Such  a  pnjcedure,  appeared  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  so  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  war,  so  great 
an  outrage  both  of  justice  and  humanity,  as  to  determine  him 
at  once  to  resort  to  the  fatal  but  necessary  practice  of  retalia- 
tion. But,  before  any  decided  step  was  taken,  a  demand  was 
made  on  the  British  Commander-in-Chief  at  New  York, "  That 
Lippincott  should  be  delivered  up  to  pay  the  forfeit  of  his 
crimes,  and  (piiet  the  demands  for  vengeance,  which  were 
loudly  called  for  from  every  quarter."  No  notice  being  taken 
of  this  demand,  an  order  was  sent,  through  Major  Jackson, 
Dei)uty  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  commanding  officer  at  J^an- 
caster,  where  the  British  prisoners  were  confined,  to  select  by 
lot,  a  Ctptain  from  among  them,  and  send  him  under  a  guard, 
to  the  encani]jment  of  the  main  army,  that  by  his  death,  he 
might  atone  for  the  murder  of  Captain  Huddy,  and  convince 
the  British  Commander,  who  had  evinced  su(;h  extraordinary 
apathy,  that  every  act  of  inhumanity  exercised  towards  the 
soldiers  of  America,  should  be  revenged  by  a  similar  act  of 
severity.  The  lot  fell  upon  Sir  Charles  Asgill,  of  tlui  British 
Guards,  and  in  conformity  to  orders,  accomi)anied  by  Major 
Gordon,  of  the  British  forces,  he  left  Lancaster  for  the  head- 
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(jiiarters  of  tlie  Aiiierieaii  army.  In  passinj;  throtiiih  Pliiladol- 
|)hia,  these  gentlemen  were  received  witli  jjreat  respeet,  and 
treated  witli  every  mark  of  attention  by  Major  Jackson,  wlio, 
to  save  tliem  from  tlie  gaze  of  idle  and  prying  curiosity,  re- 
mi:>ved  the  centinel  |)ia(;ed  at  the  door  ot  their  apartment,  and 
actnally  received  them  Into  his  own  quarters  as  liis  guests. 
The  same  delicate  attention  ac(^ompanied  them  throngliout 
their  journey.  When  he  arrived  at  head-(piarters,  lie  was,  by 
Geueral  AVashington,  committed  to  the  charge  of  Colonel  Day- 
ton, of  the  Jersey  line.  To  those  who  knew  the  mild  and  be- 
nevolent character  of  the  American  Commander-in-Chief,  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  to  aggravate  misfortune  by  un- 
necessary severity,  was  ei^ually  inconsistent  witli  his  principles 
and  his  practice.  lu  his  letter,  <lated  January  11th,  1782, 
(^several  communications  having  been  previously  made)  he  writes 
to  Colonel  Dayton,  "  It  is  necessary  that  tlie  security  of  your 
prisoner  siioidd  be  strictly  attended  to,  but  I  wish  at  the  same 
time,  that  all  lenity  should  be  shown  him,  consistent  with  his 
present  situation."  And  again,  in  a  letter  to  the  same  officer, 
dated  June,  32d,  1782 — "  The  only  object  that  I  had  in  view, 
in  ordering  the  close  continement  of  your  prisoner,  was,  that 
lie  might  be  perfectly  secured  ;  but  I  am  willing,  and  do  wish 
everv  indiilgence  to  be  granted  him,  that  is  not  inconsistent 
with  tliat."  That  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  General  Wash- 
ington was  sensibly  felt,  and  projierly  appreciated  at  the  time, 
appears  evident  from  the  following  letter  of  Captain  Asgill, 
himself. 

To  //j.v  Exwllency  General  Washington,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  American  Army. 
"  Colonel  Dayton's  Quarters,  Chat.  May  17,  1782. 
"  On  the  3()th  of  the  last  month,  I  had  the  honour  of  address- 
ing your  E.xcellency  in  writing,  stating  the  manner  of  my  con- 
finement, and  the  circumstances  that  induced  me  to  claim  your 
protection.     Being  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  my  letter,  it  would 
be  satisfactory  to  me,  if  yowr  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  if  it  has  been  received..   In  consequence  of  your 
orders.  Colonel  Dayton  was  desirous  of  removing  me  to  camp, 
4 
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but  being  ill  of  a  lever,  I  prevailed  on  him  tt)  let  me  remain 
at  his  quarters,  closely  conlined  ;  which  indulgence,  1  hope, 
will  not  be  disapproved  of.  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter, 
without  expressing  my  (jratitude  to  your  EiJCcelleucy,for  order- 
ing Colonel  Dayton  to  favour  me  as  mdch  as  my  situation 
Would  admit  of,  and  in  justice  to  him,  I  mujst  acknowledge  the 
feeling  and  attentive  manner  in  which  those  eommumh  were 
executed. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
Excellency's  nuist  obedieut  servant, 

CHAIILES  ASGILL. 

"  Captain  First  Regiment  Foot  Guards." 

To  what  then,  but  the  deadly  aninujsity  of  a  nation,  instiga- 
ted by  the  successful  opposition  to  their  arms,  and  the  threat- 
ening prospect  of  the  loss  of  empire,  can  l)e  attributed  the  false- 
hoods and  scurrilities  with  which  the  Jiritisli  ])rints,  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic  overtiowed.  Their  editors  unblushingly 
asserted  "that  Captain  Asgill  was  thrice  conducted  to  the  foot 
of  the  gallows,  in  order  t(»  comjdete  the  threatened  retaliation  ; 
and,  moreover,  that  the  instrument  of  [)imishment  erected  in 
front  of  liis  prison,  did  not  cease  to  offer  to  his  eyes,  tlie  dread- 
ful prej)aratious.  more  awful  than  death  itself." 

The  promulgation  of  these  calumnies,  could  not  fail  to  make 
a  deej)  impression  where  the  truth  was  not  known,  and, 
with  a  poignancy  unspeakable,  to  lacerate  and  afflict  the  bos- 
oms of  his  frieiuls  and.  faniily.  I  cannot,  however,  too  highly 
applaud  the  strong  expression  of  maternal  tenderness  exhibited 
by  Lady  Asgill,  nor  suilicieutly  admire  the  pathetic  style  in 
which  she  endeavours  to  excite  the  generous  sympathies  of  the 
Couut  de  Vergennes  in  favour  of  her  son.  No  tale  of  wt>e 
was  ever  told,  that  appeared  more  decidedly  calculated  to 
excite  interest,  and  nujve  the  heart  to  ]iity.  The  amiable 
character  of  the  victim,  tiie  iieart-rending  agony  of  liis  niotiier, 
the  delirium  of  his  lovely  sister,  tiie  synii)at]iy  of  his  friends, 
caused  every  jierson,  alive  to  tiie  impulses  of  generous  feeling, 
to  dread  the  catastrophe  that  so  cruelly  threatened  the  destruc- 
tion of  an  innocent  and  unfortunate  family.     Still  indignation 
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mnst  follow  the  base  attempt,  to  cover  the  character  of  General 

Washington  witli  ol)lo(|ny — and  still  more  the  ett'ort.  to  attrib- 
ute to  foreign   intlnence  (a  conclnsion  constantly  insisted  oji) 
the  safety  of  Asgill,  which  it  is  perfectly  well  known,  i)roceeded 
from  Genei-al  Washington's  calm  and  (lisi)assi(Hiate  examina- 
tion of  circmnstances,  and  development  of  the  fact,  "that  the 
ninrder,  on  the  part  of  Lippincott,  was  not  a  wanton  exercifie 
of  ])o\ver.  noi- an   act  of  cruelty  proceeding  from  the  pride  of 
brief  autliority,  but  a  deliberate  act,  sanctioned  by  (ioveiixor 
FrmiMrii,  presiding  at  a  Board  of  Loyalists,  and  ap]<roved  by 
(/  mnjorltif  of  the  mciithers^"     The  ground  of  comjdaint  was 
thus  completely  changed.     The  demand  for  the  person  of  Lip- 
pincott, who  acted  under  the  orders  of  a  superior  authority, 
was  unhesitatingly  given  \\\>.     Of  this  Congress  was  immedi- 
ately informed  by  General  Washington,  and  their  views  of  the 
subject  according  with  his  own.  an  order  for  the  release  of  the 
prisoner  instantaneously  followed.     They  notice  with  poWeiiess 
the  zeal  of  the  Count  de  Yergennes,  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
(and  who  would  refuse  to  do  so)  but  there  is  no  hint  given,  no 
insinuation  conveyed,  that  to  his  letter  Captain  Asgill  was  in- 
debted for  his  life.     A  sense  of  strict  propriety,  caused  the 
noble-minded  Washiugton   to  alter  his  original  opinions,  and 
ever  averse  to  the  indulgence  of  unnecessary  severity,  he  gladly 
embraced  the  occasion  of  pleading  the  cause  of  an  innocent 
man  with  Congress,  and  obtained  their  consent  to  set  liim  free. 
It  shouW  be  remembered  also,  if  further  proof  is  deemed 
necessary  to  establish  the  anxious  desire  of  General  Washing- 
ton to  mitigate  misfortune,  and  to  soften  the  rigour  of  a  sepa- 
ration from    the   friends  that  he  loved,  that  permissicm  was 
given  to  C'a])tain   J^udlow,  of  the  British  Guards,  to  visit  his 
friend,  and  to  Major  (iordon  to  remain  with  him,  by  soothing 
attentions  to  beguile  the  tedious  hours  of  continement,  and  to 
give  him  fortitude  to  support  the  worst  that  might  ha])iicn. 
The  last  letter   of  General   Washington  tfi  Ca])tain  Asgill, 
speaks  for  itself — it  needs  no  comment : — 

"  Head-Quarters,  November  13tli,  1783. 

"Sir — It  atfords  me  singular  satisfaction  to  have  it  in  my 
power  to  transmit  to  you  tlic  inclosed  copy  of  an  act  of  Con- 
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gress  of  the  7th  instant,  by  which  you  are  released  from  the 
disagreeable  circumstances  in  which  you  have  been  so  long. 
Supposing  you  would  wish  tu  go  to  New-York,  as  soon  as  ])os- 
sible,  I  also  inclose  a  passport  foi-  that  purpose.  Your  letter 
of  the  18th  October,  came  early  to  my  hands;  I  l)eg  you  to 
believe  that  my  not  answering  it  sooner  did  not  ju'oceed  from 
any  inattention  to  you,  or  want  of  feeling  for  your  situatioTi. 
I  daily  ex])ected  a  termination  of  your  case,  and  I  thought  it 
better  to  await  that,  tlian  feed  you  with  hopes,  that  might  in 
the  end  prove  fruitless.  Yon  mIU  attribute  my  detention  of 
the  enclosed  letter,  which  has  been  in  my  hands  a  fortnight,  to 
the  same  cause.  I  cannot  take  my  leave  of  you,  Sir,  without 
assuring  you,  that  in  whatever  liglit  my  agency  in  tliis  affair 
may  be  viewed,  I  was  never  intluenced,  throughout  the  whole 
of  it,  by  sanguinary  motives,  but  by  what  I  considered  a  sense 
of  duty,  which  loudly  called  upon  me  to  take  measures,  how- 
ever disagreeable,  to  ])revent  a  repetition  of  those  enormities, 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  discussion  ;  and  tluit  the  impor- 
tant end  is  likely  to  be  answered,  Mithout  tlie  efl'usion  of  the 
blood  of  an  innocent  person,  is  not  a  greatei'  relief  to  you,  than 
it  is  Sir,  to 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

Notwithstanding  so  satisfactory  a  termination  of  this  event- 
ful business,  the  British  Gazettes  continued  lavishly  to  dis- 
seminate abuse,  and  even  to  assert,  ''■that  Captain  Aayill  him- 
self, was,  on  all  occasions,  lovdin  proclaiming  tlw  nn  necessary 
rigour  extended  towards  1dm  hy  General  Washington,  and  a 
scandalous  want  of  delicacy  on  the  part  of  the  American  offi- 
cers, with  whom  he  came  in  cojitfict.'"  I  was  greatly  surprised 
at  these  statements,  and  loatli  to  believe  them.  I  had  been  a 
school-fellow  of  Sir  Charles  Asgill,  an  inmate  of  the  same 
boarding-house  for  several  yeai"s,  and  a  disposition  more  inild, 
gentle,  and  affectionate,  I  never  met  with.  I  considered  him 
as  possessed  of  that  high  sense  of  honour,  which  characterizes 
the  youths  of  Westminister  in  a  pre-eminent  degree.     Con- 
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vei-sing  sometime  afterwards  with  Mr.  Henry  Middletmi^  of 
Suffolk.  Great  Britain,  and  inf|nirinc,  if  it  was  possible  that 
Sir  Charles  Asgill,  could  so  far  forget  his  oMigations  to  a  gen- 
erous enemy,  as  to  return  his  kindness  with  abuse.  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  who  had  been  our  eotem])orarv  at  sehool,  and  who  had 
ke])t  up  a  (legi-ee  of  intimaey  with  Sir  Charles,  denied  the  jus- 
tiee  of  the  aeeusation,  and  declared,  that  the  person  charged 
with  an  act  so  base,  not  only  spoke  with  gratitude  of  the  con- 
duet  of  General  Washington,  but  was  lavish  in  his  commen- 
dations of  Colonel  Dayton,  and  of  all  the  otficei-s  of  tlie  Con- 
tinental army,  whose  duty  had  occasionally  introduced  them 
to  his  acquaintance.  It  may  now  be  too  late  to  remove  unfa- 
vorable impressions  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  (should 
my  essay  ever  reach  tliat  far,)  but  it  is  still  a  ])leasure  to  me, 
to  do  justice  to  the  memory  of  our  beloved  Washington,  and 
to  fi'ee  from  the  imputation  of  duplicity,  and  ingratitude,  a 
gentleman,  of  whose  merits  I  had  ever  entertained  an  opinion 
truly  exalted. 

Letter  from  Lady  Asgill  to  the  Count  de  Vergervnes. 

"  Sir, — Tf  the  politeness  of  the  French  Court  will  permit 
a  stranger  to  address  it,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  she,  who 
unites  in  herself,  all  the  more  delicate  sensations,  with  wliich 
an  individual  can  be  penetrated,  will  be  received  favourably, 
l)y  a  nobleman,  who  reflects  honour,  not  only  on  his  nation, 
imt  on  human  nature.  The  object  on  which  I  implore  your 
assistance,  is  too  lieart-rfending  to  be  dwelt  upon.  Most  prob- 
ably tlie  public  report  of  it  has  already  reached  you  ;  this  re- 
lieves me  trom  the  burden  of  so  mournful  a  duty.  My  Son :  my 
only  S(jn,  dear  to  me  as  he  is  brave,  amiable  as  he  is  beloved, 
only  nineteen  years  of  age — a  prisoner  of  war,  in  consequence 
of  the  capitulation  of  Yorktown,  is  at  present  confined  in 
America,  as  an  object  of  reprisal.  Shall  the  innocent  suffer 
the  fate  of  the  guilty  <  Figure  to  yourself.  Sir,  the  situation 
of  a  family  in  these  circumstances.  Surrounded  as  I  am  with 
objects  of  distress,  l)owed  down  with  fear  and  grief,  words  are 
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wanting  to  express  what  I  feel,  und  t(i  paint  s^udi  a  sr-enc  of 
misery.  My  Inisband,  giycn  oyer  hy  liis  ])liysicians  before  tlie 
arrival  of  this  news,  not  in  a  sitnation  to  he  informed  of  it. 
My  daughter,  attacked  hy  a  fe\er,  aeeompanied  l)j  delirinm, 
s]>eaking  of  her  hrofher  in  tones  of  distress,  and  without  an 
interval  of  reason,  nnless  to  listen  to  some  cinnmistance  which 
may  console  her  heart.  Let  j-onr  sensibility,  Sii',  paint  to 
you  my  profound,  my  inexpressible  misery,  and  plead  in  my 
favour.  A  word /Vow.  ymt,  like  a  voice  from  Heaven,  M'ould 
liberate  ns  from  desolation — from  the  last  deirree  of  misfor- 
tnne.  I  know  how  far  General  Washington  reveres  yonr 
character.  Tell  him  only,  that  yon  wish  my  son  restored  to 
]il>erty,  and  he  will  restore  him  to  In's  desponding  family, — he 
will  restore  Iiim  to  happiness.  The  virtue  of  my  son.  will  jus- 
tify this  act  of  clemency.  Jlis  honour.  Sir.  led  liim  to  Amcric-a  ; 
he  was  Ijorii  to  abundance,  to  indepondencc.  an<l  to  the  liajipiest 
prospects.  Permit  me  once  more  to  entreat  tlie  interference  of 
yoiii-  high  inHuence.  in  favonr  of  innocence,  and  the  cause  of 
justice  and  humanity.  Des])atcli,  Sir.  a  letter  from  France,  to 
General  Washington,  and  favonr  me  witli  a  copy  of  it,  that  it 
may  lie  transmitted  from  hence.  I  feel  the  whole  weigiit  of  the 
liberty  taken  in  presenting  this  recpiest ;  luit  I  feci  confident, 
that  whether  granted  or  not,  you  will  ])ity  the  distress,  by 
which  it  is  suggested;  your  humanity  will  droj)  a  tear  upon 
my  fault,  and  blot  it  out  forever.  May  that  Heaven  whicli  I 
iuiplore,  grant  that  you  may  never  need  the  consolation,  which 
you  have  it  in  youi-  ]iower  to  l)estow,  on 

THEllESA  ASGILL." 

The  news  of  the  lil)eration  of  her  Son.  ]>roduced  the  testi- 
monial of  a  mother's  gratitude,  in  the  letter  which  foiltm-s : — 

"  Exhausted  by  long  suffering,  overpowered  l)y  the  excess  of 
unexpected  hap])iness.  confined  to  my  bed  by  weakness  and 
iangiutr,  bent  to  tlie  earth  by  what  I  have  undergone,  my  sen- 
siliijity  alone  could  supply  me  with  strengtii  sufficient  to  ad- 
dress you.     Condescend,  Sir.  to  accept  this  feeble  effort  of  my 
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linititiKk'.  It  has  boeii  laid  at  tliu  tl-t't  of  tlic  Aliiiiglitv,  and, 
believe  mc,  it  lias  been  jiresented  with  the  same  sincerity  to 
von  Sir,  and  to  vonr  illustrions  S()vereiu;ns.  I)V  tlwir  anjiust 
and  salutary  intervention,  as  hy  your  own,  a  Son  is  restored  to 
me,  to  whom  my  life  was  attached.  Yes,  Sir.  they  will  produce 
their  eft'ect  Iwfore  the  dreadful  and  hist  tribunal,  where  I  in- 
dulge the  hope  we  shall  both  appear  together,  you  to  receive 
tlie  recompense  of  your  virtues,  myself  \\va\  of  my  sufferings.  I 
will  raise  my  voice  before  the  imposing  tribimals,  I  will  (!all 
for  those  registers  in  winch  yom-  humanity  will  be  found  re- 
corded, I  will  ])ray  tliat  blessings  nuiv  be  sliowered  on  your 
head;  upon  iiini.  who.  availing  himself  of  the  noblest  privilege 
received  fnmi  God — a  jjrivilege.  no  other  than  divine — has 
changed  misery  into  haj)piness-:^has  witiidrawn  the  sword 
from  the  innocent  head,  and  restored  the  most  worthy  of  sons 
to  the  most  tender  and  affectionate  of  motliers.  Condescend, 
Sir,  to  accept  the  just  tribute  of  gratitude  due  to  your  virtuous 
sentiments.  Preserve  this  tribute,  and  may  it  go  down  to  pos- 
terity as  a  testimony  of  your  sublime  and  exemplary  Ijeneticence 
to  a  stranger.  wlu)se  nation  was  at  war  with  your  own,  but  whose 
tendei'  affections  had  not  been  destroyed  by  war.  May  this 
tribute  bear  testimony  of  my  gratitude,  long  after  the  hand  that 
expresses  it;  the  heart,  which,  at  this  moment,  oidy  vibrates 
with  the  vivacity  of  grateful  sentiments,  shall  be  redu(«d  to 
dust,  it  shall  bear  out  to  ott'ei-  you  all  the  respect  and  all  the 
gratitude  with  wliich  it  is  ])enetrated. 

"THERESA  ASGILL. 
"  To  His  Excelli-ncy  the   Count  De  Vergennnes.^' 

The  first  of  these  letters,  so  replete  with  tenderness,  so  e.\- 
pressi\e  of  the  anxious  fears  of  an  affectionate  mother,  gave 
birth  to  the  conununication  which  innnediately  follows.  The 
second,  so  strongly  indicative  of  her  gratitude  to  the  hai>py 
beinj:  who  had  endeavoured  to  succour  and  to  save  her,  was 
the  natural  result  of  the  interference  to  which  she  believed 
she  owed  the  safetv  of  her  son. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de    Vergeimes  to   General 
Washington,  dated  July  29<A,  1752. 

''  Sir, — It  is  not  in  tlie  quality  of  the  Minister  of  a  Kin>;, 
tlie  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States.  |thoujj;h  witii  the 
kno\vledH;e  of  iiis  Majesty)  that  I  have  now  the  honour  to  write 
to  your  Excellency.  It  is  as  a  man  of  sensibility  and  a  tender 
fatlier,  who  feels  all  the  force  of  ])aternal  love,  that  I  take  the 
liberty  to  address  to  your  Excellency  my  earnest  solicitations 
in  favour  of  a  mother  and  family  in  teai-s.  Her  situation  seems 
the  more  wortiiy  of  notice  on  our  part,  as  it  is  to  a  natif)n  at 
war  with  her  own,  that  she  has  recourse  for  what  she  oujiht  to 
receive  from  the  impartial  justice  of  her  own  Generals.  I  have 
the  honour  to  inclose  your  Excellency  tiie  copy  of  a  letter 
which  Lady  Asgill  lias  just  wrote  to  me.  I  am  not  known  to 
her,  nor  was  I  acquainted  with  lier  son,  who  was  tlie  unha])py 
victim,  destined  by  lot,  to  expiate  tlie  odious  crime,  that  a  for- 
mal denial  of  justice  obliged  you  to  revenge.  Your  Excellency 
will  not  read  the  letter  without  being  extremely  aii'ected,  it 
had  that  etfect  on  the  King  and  upon  the  Queen,  to  whom  1 
eoniinunicated  it.  The  goodness  of  their  Majesty's  hearts  in- 
duced tlieiu  to  desire  that  the  inquietudes  of  an  unfortunate 
mother  may  be  calmed,  and  her  tenderness  reassured.  I  feel 
Sir,  that  there  are  cases,  where  humanity  itself  exacts  the  most 
extreme  rigour;  perhaps  the  one  in  question  may  be  of  the 
number,  but  allowing  reprisals  to  be  just,  it  is  not  less  hard  on 
those  who  are  the  victims,  and  the  character  of  your  Excel- 
lency is  too  well  known  for  me  not  to  be  persuaded  that  you 
desire  to  do  nothing  more  than  to  be  able  to  avoid  the  disa- 
greeable necessity.  There  is  one  consideration.  Sir,  which, 
though  it  is  not  decisive,  may  have  an  influence  on  your  reso- 
lution.  Captain  Asgill  is,  doubtless,  your  prisoner,  but  he  is 
among  those  whom  the  arms  of  the  King  contributed  to  put 
into  your  hands  at  Yorktowii.  Although  this  circumstance 
does  not  operate  as  a  safeguard,  it  ht>wever  justitiesthe  interest 
I  permit  myself  to  take  in  this  affair.  If  it  is  in  your  power. 
Sir,  to  consider  and  have  regard  to  it,  von  will  do  that  whicli 
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will  highly  ^ratify  their  Majesties.  The  danger  of  young  Ai*- 
gill,  the  tears  and  despair  ot"  his  mother  aft'ect  them  sensibly, 
and  they  will  see,  with  pleasure,  the  lio))e  of  (consolation  shine 
on  tliese  imfortmiate  people.  In  seeking  to  deliver  Mr.  Asgill 
from  the  fate  which  threatens  him,  I  am  far  from  en'iras'infi'  von 
to  seek  another  victim — the  pardon  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory 
must  be  entire.  I  do  not  imagine  that  it  can  be  productive 
of  any  bad  conseijnences.  If  the  Britisli  Ueneral  lias  not  been 
able  to  punish  the  horrid  crime  you  complain  of,  in  so  exem- 
plary a  way  as  he  shouhl,  there  is  reason  to  think  that  he  will 
take  the  most  etHeacions  measures  to  prevent  its  repetition.  I 
sincerely  wish.  Sir,  that  my  intercession  nuiy  meet  siu-cess,  the 
sentiment  whicli  dictates  it  and  which  you  have  not  ceased  to 
manifest  on  every  occasion,  assures  me  that  you  will  not  be  in- 
different to  the  prayers  and  to  the  tears  of  a  family,  which  has 
recourse  to  your  clemency  through  me.  It  is  rendering  hom- 
age to  your  virtue,  to  implore  it.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  most  perfect  consideration,  Sii',  Your's,  »fec. 

DE  VEKGENNES. 

The  order  of  Congress  for  the  release  of  Captain  Asgill,  was 
to  this  eifect : — 

In  Congress — November  7th,  1783. 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
letter  of  the  19th  of  August,  Worn  the  Commander-in-chief,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Williamson  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  relative 
thereto, — and,  also,  another  letter  of  the  2oth  October,  from 
the  Commander-in-chief,  with  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  dated  the  29th  July  last,  interceding  for 
Captain  Asgill, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-chief  be  directed,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  set  Captain  Asgill  at  liberty. 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secretai-y. 

Some  further  particulars  relative  to  Captain  Sir  Charles  As- 
gill, having  come  to  my  knowledge  since  making  the  above 
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stateuieut,  I  think  myself  called  upon  by  imperious  duty  to 
publish  them,  however  decided  their  tendency  to  destroy  the 
favourable  sentiments  I  wislied  to  inculcate  of  his  candour,  and 
veracity.  The  preyxissessing  traits  of  character  that  adorned 
his  early  years,  I  can  never  forjiet,  nor  is  it  jwssible  for  nie  to 
suppose,  that  to  Mr.  Middleton,  whose  entire  family  (with  a 
single  exception)  were  entlmsiastically  engaged  in  the  service 
of  America,  he  would  have  expressed  a  grateful  sensiliility  foi' 
favour  sliown  him,  wliile  in  the  circle  of  his  more  intimate  as- 
sociates, he  had  industriously  propagated  sentiments  so  decid- 
edly contradictory.  One  circumstance.  I  confess,  not  oidy 
wounds  my  feelings,  but  staggers  my  faith. — That  no  reply 
was  made  to  that  highly  interesting  and  pathetic  letter  of  (tch- 
eral  Washington,  informing  him  nf  his  lii)erati<in  from  cap- 
tivity, and  freedom  from  the  peiialties  that  threatened  his  life, 
accompanied  at  the  same  time  I)y  pass[)orts,  which  enabled  him 
to  join  his  comj)anions  in  New- York,  and  speedily  to  assuage 
the  tunudts  of  his  mother's  breast,  and  restore  liis  sister  to 
reason  and  to  happiness,  must  appear  strange,  and  in  nowise 
consistently  with  propriety,  to  be  accounted  for.  It  manifested 
(to  give  it  no  harsher  name)  a  want  of  ])oliteness  and  respect, 
that  with  a  gentleiHan,  must  be  deemed  impardonable.  If  my 
opinions  have  been  more  favourable  to  him  than  they  ought 
to  have  been,  I  sincerely  lament  it,  since  in  the  language  of  the 
poet  I  can  truly  say, 

'^  I  hate  InxfratUvde  more  than  the  aiu  of  lying." 

An  American  Gentleman,  residing  in  London,  wrote  to  Col- 
onel Tilghman,  formerly  Aid-de-camp  to  (xeiieral  Wasliington. 
to  this  ett'ect : — 

"  There  are  some  persons  here,  ^vho  give  credit  ta  a  charge 
exhibited  against  our  good  and  great  (leneral  Washington,  by 
young  Asyill,  of  ill-treatment  and  cruelty  towards  himself. — 
He  alleges,  that  a  gibbet  was  erected  l>efore  his  prison  window, 
and  often  pointed  to  in  an  insulting  manner,  as  good  and 
proper  for  liim  to  atone  for  Hnddy's  death,  and  many  other  in- 
sults, which  he  heUevcs  were  countenanced  hy  General  Wash- 


KEVOLPTIONARY  ANKCDOTE8.  87 

ingUm,  wJio  was  well-inclined  to  execute  the  seixienee  mi  him, 
fivt  irm  restrained  hy  the  French  Oeneral  Rochamheaxi^ 

Tliis  letter  was  coimnunicated  to  General  Wasln'ngtoii  l)y 
the  father  of  Colonel  Tilgiinian,  (the  Colonel  himself  being 
dead  before  it  reached  Aiiierica,)  and  was  immediately  replied 
to  by  the  General,  in  the  following  terms: — 


"  Mount  Vornon,  July  .'itli,  1780. 

"  That  a  calumny,  such  as  mentioned  by  the  correspondent 
of  your  Son,  has  been  roi)orted,  I  knew.  I  had  laid  my  ac- 
(;ount  for  the  misrepresentations  of  anonymous  scribblei"s, 
l»ut  had  never  concei\ed  before,  that  one,  snch  as  related, 
could  have  originated  with,  or  m^ttlie  counteiuince  of  Captain 
A^gill,  whose  situatio7i  often  filled  me  witli  tlie  keenest  an- 
guish. I  felt  for  him  on  many  accounts,  and  not  the  least 
when  viewing  him  as  a  man  of  hon()ur  and  sentiment.  I  cou- 
sidei'ed  how  unfortunate  it  was  for  him,  that  a  wretch  that 
possessed  neithei',  should  be  the  means  of  causing  in  In'm  a 
single  pang,  or  disagreealjle  sensation.  My  favourable  ojiiuion 
of  liim,  liowever,  is  forfeited,  if  being  acquainted  with  these 
reports,  he  did  not  immediately  contradict  them.  That  I  could 
have  given  countenance  to  the  insults  which  lie  says  were  of- 
fered to  his  person,  esj)ecially  the  grovelling  one  of  erecting  a 
gibbet  liefore  his  prison  window,  will,  I  expect,  be  scarcely  be- 
lieved, wlien  I  ex])licit]y  declare,  tliat  I  have  never  heard  of  an 
attempt  to  otfer  an  insylt,  and  that  I  had  every  reason  to  be 
(Mmvinced,  that  he  was  treated  by  the  officers  around  him,  with 
all  the  tenderness,  and  every  civility,  in  tlieir  power.  I  would 
feign  ask  ('a])tain  xVsgill,  liow  he  could  reconcile  such  belief, 
(if  his  mind  liad  been  seriously  impressed  with  it,)  to  the  con- 
tinual indulgence  and  procrastination  lie  experienced  '.  He 
will  not,  I  presume,  deny  that  he  was  adnn'tted  to  his  parole, 
within  ten  or  twelve  miles  of  the  British  Hues;  if  not  t<t  &for- 
inal parole,  to  a  confidence  yet  more  unlimited,  by  being  per- 
mitted, for  the  l)euefit  of  his  health,  and  the  I'ccreation  of  his 
body,  to  ride,  not  only  about  the  cantonment,  but  into  the  sur- 
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roundiug  ooiintry  for  several  miles,  with  his  friend  aiul  eom- 
panion  Maj.  Gordon,  constantly  attending  him.  Would  not 
this  indulgence  have  jiointed  out  to  a  inilitary  character  the 
fountain  from  which  it  flowed  ?  Did  he  conceive  that  discip- 
line was  so  bad  in  the  American  army,  as  that  any  officer 
in  it  would  have  granted  this  liberty  to  a  person  confined  by 
the  express  order  of  the  Commander-in-chief,  unless  authorized 
to  do  so  by  the  same  authority  ?  Anil  to  ascribe  thein  to  the 
interference  of  the  Count  Rochambeau,  is  as  void  of  foundation 
as  his  other  conjectures,  for  I  do  not  recollect  that  a  sentence 
ever  passed  betwixt  the  (reneral  and  myself,  ujion  the  subject. 
I  was  not  without  s\isi)icion,  after  the  final  liberation  and 
return  of  Captain  Asgill  to  New  York,  that  his  mind  had  been 
improperJy  miprensed  ;  or,  that  he  was  dejicievt  in  politenesn. 
The  treatment  he  had  met  with,  in  my  conception,  merited  an 
anknmnledgment.  Tsone  hmoever  wan  offered^  and  I  never 
sought  the  cause.  This  concise  account  of  the  treatment  of 
Captain  Asgill,  is  given  from  a  hasty  recollection  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. If  I  had  time,  and  it  were  essential,  by  unpack- 
ing my  papers  and  recurring  to  authentic  files,  I  might  have 
been  more  pointed  and  full.  It  is  in  my  power  at  any  time  to 
convince  the  unhiassed  mind,  that  my  conduct,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  business,  was,  neither  influenced  by  passion, 
guided  by  iidiuuianity,  or  under  the  (control  of  any  interference 
whaUoever.  I  essayed  e\ery  thing  to  save  the  innocent,  bring 
the  guilty  to  j)unishment,  and  stop  the  further  perpetration  of 
similar  crimes.  With  what  success  the  impartial  world  must, 
and  certainly  will  decide.  With  very  great  esteem  and  i-egard,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

"  To  James  Tilghman,  Eftq^ 


I 
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PATKIOTIC  CONDITCT   OF   THE   AMERICAN 
LADIES. 

I  HAVE  been  accused  of  lavishly  bestowing  enconiinins  on  the 
patriotism  of  the  Ladies  of  South-Carolina,  while  I  scarcely 
noticed  the  meritorious  (-onduct  of  females,  equally  distin- 
guished, in  other  parts  of  the  LTnion.  However  appearances 
may  condemn  me,  I  cannot  attribute,  to  myself,  the  fault  of 
intentional  neglect ;  I  gave  details  of  occurren(!es,  that  I  knew 
to  be  correct ;  but  ventured  not,  on  mere  report,  to  speak  of 
evelits  al)road,  that,  however  honourable  to  my  country,  miglit 
prove,  on  being  particidarly  inquired  into,  false  and  exaggera- 
ted. With  the  increase  of  knowledge  came  also  an  ardent  de- 
sire to  bestow  the  palm  of  merit  wheresoever  it  had  been  ac- 
quired; and  I,  as  much  delighted  to  celebrate  the  unremitted 
zeal  of  the  ladies  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  Trenton,  raising  funds 
for  the  succour  and  support  of  the  army,  wasted  by  disease,  and 
perishing  under  the  accumulated  miseries  of  famine  and  naked- 
ness, as  in  presenting  to  pid)lic  view  the  patient  suiterings  and 
resistance  to  oppression,  by  the  fair  daughters  of  Carolina.  I 
will  say  still  more.  Confident  I  am,  that  the  intrepidity  of  the 
sainted  being,*  who  afterwards  honoured  me  with  her  hand, 
in  rescuing  from  a  position  of  extreme  danger,  her  infant  rela- 
tive, (Jolonel  Fenwick,  did  not  in  a  higher  degree  excite  my 
admiration  aiul  applause,  than  the  bold  and  unshaken  courage 
of  the  lady  of  whom  I  am  now  about  to  speak. 

MKS.  BORDEN. 

At  a  period  when  the  cloud  of  misfortime  obscured  the 
bright  prospects  of  America,  and  even  to  our  most  sanguine 
patriots,  the  exj>ectation  of  establishing  our  independence  ap- 

•  Mi89  Mary  Anna  Oibbe. 
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peared  but  a  visionary  dream  ;  wlieii  New- York  and  Rhode- 
Island  were  quietly  possessed  by  the  British  armies,  and  the 
Jerseys  overrun  by  their  victorious  Generals,  op])osed  but  a 
feeble  resistance  tu  their  overwhelming  ]K)Wer,  a  British  offi- 
cer,* of  the  highest  rank,  commanding  a  large  division  of  their 
troops,  stationed  at  Bordentown,  addressing  Mrs.  Borden,  who 
resided  on  her  estate  in  a  mansion  of  superior  elegance,  de- 
manded in  an  authoritative  tone,  "  Where,  Madam,  is  your 
rebel  liusband — where  your  rebel  son  ("  "  Doing  their  duty 
to  their  country,  under  the  orders  of  Gen.  Washington,"  was 
the  prompt  reply.  "  We  are  well  apprized"  rejoined  the  offi- 
cer, "  of  the  influence  you  possess,  over  the  political  creed  of 
your  family,  and  that  to  them  your  opinion  is  law.  Be  wise, 
then,  in  time,  and  while  mercy  is  tendered  to  you,  fail  not  to 
accept  it.  Bitl  them  quit  the  standard  of  rebellion,  and  cor- 
dially unite  with  us,  in  bringing  liis  Majesty's  deluded  subjects 
to  submission,  and  a  proper  sense  of  tlieir  errors  and  ingrati- 
tude, to  the  best  of  kings.  Your  property  will  tlien  be  pro- 
tected, and  remain  without  injury  in  your  possession.  But, 
slioidd  you  liesitate  to  profit  by  our  ckMnency,  the  wasting  of 
your  estate  and  destruction  of  your  mansion  will  incvirably 
follow."  "  Begin,  then,  the  liavock  which  you  tlire;iten,"  re- 
plied the  heroic  lady,  "  the  siglit  of  my  house  in  flames,  would 
be  to  me  a  treat,  for,  I  have  seen  enough  of  you  to  know,  that 
you  never  injure,  what  it  is  [jossilile  for  you  to  keep  and  enjoy. 
The  application  of  a  torch  to  it  I  should  regard  as  a  signal  for 
your  departure,  and  consider  the  retreat  of  the  spoiler  an  am- 
ple compensation  for  the  loss  of  my  proi)erty." 

This  was  one  of  those  threats,  which  the  British  never  failed 
to  carry  into  execution.  The  lunise  was  burnt,  and  the  whole 
property  consigned  to  waste  and  desolation.  But,  as  had  been 
foreseen,  the  per])etrator  of  the  ruthless  deed,  retreated  to  re- 
turn no  more. 

*  Lord  Cormvallia. 
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LYDIA   DARRAIl, 

Thk  anecdote  which  follows  is  fully  detaiied  by  the  editor  of 
the  AmeriGan  Qiuii'terlij  lieoiew,  in  tiie  lirst  nnndjer  of  iiis  in- 
teresting; publication.  It  has  been  in  my  possession  since  the 
yeai'  1S22.  when  it  was  ])resented  to  nie  by  that  respectable 
gentleman  himself.  In  some  immaterial  points  our  statements 
differ;  yet,  as  the  narrative  aitbrds  a  trait  of  heroism,  credita- 
ble to  the  i)atriotic  firmness  of  a  female  of  our  country,  I  am 
confident  that  I  shall  not  offend  him  by  giving  it  a  place  in  my 
collections. 

The  su])erior  ottteere  of  the  British  army,  were  accustomed 
to  hold  their  consultations  on  all  subjects  of  imjwrtance  at  the 
house  of  William  and  Lydia  Darrah,  members  of  the  Society 
of  P^riends,  immediately  opposite  to  the  quarters  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, in  Second-street.  It  was  in  December,  in  the 
year  that  they  occupied  the  city,  that  the  Adjutant  General  of 
the  army  desired  Lydia  to  have  an  apartment  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  himself  and  friends,  and  to  order  her  family  early 
to  bed  :  adding,  when  ready  to  depart,  notice  shall  be  given  to 
you  to  let  n;i  out,  and  to  extinguish  the  fire  and  candles.  The 
manner  of  delivering  this  order,  especially  that  part  of  it  which 
commanded  the  early  I'etirement  of  her  family,  strongly  excited 
Lydia's  curiosity,  and  deterinined  her,  if  possible,  to  discover 
the  mysteiT  of  their  meeting.  Apj)roaching  without  shoes,  the 
r(K)m  in  which  the  conference  was  held,  and  placing  her  ear  to 
the  key-hole,  she  lieard  the  order  read  for  the  troops  to  quit  the 
city  on  the  night  of  the  4tli,  to  attack  the  American  army  en- 
camped at  White  Marsh.  Returning  immediately  to  her  room, 
she  laid  herself  down,  but  in  a  little  while,  a  loud  knocking  at 
the  door,  which  for  some  time  she  pretended  not  to  hear,  pro- 
claimed the  intention  of  the  party  to  retire.  Having  let  them 
out,  she  again  sought  her  bed,  but  not  to  sleep;  the  agitation 
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of  her   mind  ))recluded   the  possibility  of  onjoying  it.     She 
thought  only  of  tiie  daiigors  that  tlircateiiod  the  hvcs  of  tlioii- 
sands  of  her  couiitryineii,  and  beHeving  it  to  be  in  her  power 
to  avert  tlie  evil,  determined  at  all  hazards  to  apprize  General 
Washington  of  his  danger.     Telling  her  husband  at  early  dawn, 
that  Hour  was    wanting  for  domestic  purposes,  and  that  she 
should  go  to  Frankford  to  obtain  it.     She  re])aired  to  Head 
Quarters,  got  access  t(>  General  Howe,  and  obtained  i)ermission 
to  pass  the  British  lines.     Leaving  her  l)ag  at  the  mill,  Lydia 
now  pressed  forward  towards  the  American  army,  and  meeting 
Captain  Allen  M'Lean,  an  officer  from  his  superior  intelligence 
and  activity,  selected  by  General  AYashington  to  gain  intelli- 
gence, discovered  to  him  the  important  secret,  obtaining  his 
promise  not  to  jeopardize  her  safety  by  telling  from  whom  he 
had  obtained  it.     Captain  M'Lean  with  all  speed  informed  the 
Conunander-in-chief  of  his  danger,  who,  of  coui"se,  took  every 
necessary  step  to  baitte  the  contenii)lated  enterprize,  and  to 
show  the  enemy  that  he  was  prepared  to  receive  them.     Lydia 
returned  home  with  her  tlour,  secretly  watched  the  movements 
of  the  British  army,  and  saw  them  depart.     Her  anxiety  dur- 
iiiir  their  absence  was  excessive,  nor  was  it  lessened  wlien  on 
their  return  the  Adjutant  General  suunnoning  her  to  his  apart- 
ment and  locking  the  door  with  an  air  of  mystery,  demanded 
"  Whether  any  of  the  family  were  upon  the  night  that  he  had 
received  company  at  her  house?"     She  told  him,  "'that  without 
an  exception,  they  had  all  retired  at  8  o'clock."      "  You.  I 
know,  Lydia,  were  asleep,  for  I  knocked  at  your  door  three 
times  before  yoti  heard  me,  yet,  although  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive who  gave  the  information  of  our  intended  attack  to  Gen- 
eral Washington,  it  is  certain  that  we  were  lietrayed.     For,  on 
arriving  near  his  encampment,  we  found  his  cannon  momited 
— his  troops  under  arms,  and  at  every  point  so  perfectly  pre- 
pared to  receive  us  that  we  were  compelled  like  fools  to  make 
a  retrograde  movement,  withont  inflicting  on  our  enemy  any 
manner  of  injury  whatsoever. '" 

The  editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  designates  Lt.  Colonel 
Craig,  as  the  American  officer  to  whom  Lydia  communicated 
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lier  imiwrtaiit  iiitelli<^ciice.     Judge   Marsliall,  in  his   Meiuoii's, 
appears  to  tliiuk  as  I  do,  that  it  was  to  Colonel  M'Lean. 


Tile  anecdote  wliicli  follows,  beinc;  highly  eredital)le  to  fe- 
male patriotism,  is  recorded  by  nie  with  i)ecii]iar  delight : — 

ESOxVPE  OF  CAPTAIN    PLUNKETT. 

Captain  Plunkeit,  a  high-spirited  Irislinian,  whose  attacli- 
itieiit  to  the  cause  of  liberty  had  led  hiui  to  seek  a  coniniission 
in  the  Continental  army,  had,  by  the  chances  of  war,  been 
compelled  to  give  up  his  sword,  and  to  surrender  himself  a 
prisoner  to  the  enemy.  Previously  to  this  untoward  event,  by 
the  suavity  of  his  manners,  and  uniformly  correct  conduct,  he 
had  rendered  himself  an  accejjtable  guest  in  many  families  in 
Pliiladeli)]iia,  and  ])articularly  so,  to  one  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  wlio,  however  averse  to  warfare,  were  not  insensible 
of  tlie  claims  of  those  to  tlieir  regard,  wiu),  by  tlie  exercise  of 
manly  and  generous  feelings,  delighted  to  sottcji  its  asperities. 
There  was  among  them  a  female,  mild  and  gentle  as  a  dove, 
yet,  in  tirmTiess  of  mind,  a  heroine,  and  in  ])ersonal  charms  an 
angel.  She  saw  the  sufferings  of  the  captive  soldier,  and  under 
the  influences  of  pity,  or  perhaps  a  more  powerful  passion,  re- 
solved, at  all  hazards  to  relieve  him.  It  accidentally  happened, 
that  the  ui^iform  of  Captain  Phinkett's  Regiment  bore  a  strik- 
ing reseml)lance  to  that  of  a  British  corps,  which  was  frequent- 
ly set  as  a  guard  over  the  prison  in  which  he  was  confined.  A 
new  suit  of  regimentals  was  in  consequence  procured  and  con- 
veyed, without  suspicion  of  sinister  design,  to  the  Captain. 
On  the  judicious  use  of  these  rested  the  liopes  of  the  fair  Friend 
to  give  him  freedom.  It  fre(piently  hajJiiened  that  ofKcere  of 
inferior  grade,  while  their  superiors  affected  to  shun  all  inter- 
course with  rebels,  would  enter  the  apartments  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  converse  with  them  with  kindness  and  fainiliarity,  and 
tlien  at  their  pleasure  retire.  Two  centinels  constantly  walked 
the  rounds  without,  and  the  practice  of  seeing  their  ofKcers 
walking  in  and  out  of  the  interior  prison,  became  so  familiar, 
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as  scarcely  to  attract  notice,  and  constantly  caused  them  to 
give  way  without  hesitation,  as  often  as  an  officer  showed  a 
disposition  to  retire.  Captain  Phinkett  took  the  advantage  of 
this  circumstance,  and  jiutting  on  his  new  coat,  at  the  moment 
that  tlie  relief  of  the  (Ttiard  was  taking  place,  sallied  forth, 
twirling  a  switch  carelessly  about  and  ordering  the  exterior 
door  of  the  prison  to  he  ojjcned,  walked  without  op))osition 
into  the  street.  Repairing  witliout  delay  to  the  habitation  of 
his  fair  friend,  he  was  received  with  kindness,  and  for  some 
days  secreted  and  cherished  witli  every  manifestation  of  afl'ec- 
tiouate  regard.  To  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  British  Guards, 
if  he  attempted  to  pass  into  the  country,  in  liis  present  dress, 
was  deemed  impossible.  Wonum's  wit,  however,  is  never  at  a 
loss  fur  contrivances,  while  swayed  by  the  influences  of  love  or 
benevolence.  Both,  in  this  instance,  may  have  aided  inven- 
tion. Phinkett  had  three  strong  claims  in  his  favour :  he  was 
a  handsome  man — a  soldier — and  an  Irishman.  The  general 
propensity  of  the  Quakers,  in  favor  of  the  Royal  cause,  ex- 
empted the  sect  in  a  great  measure  from  suspicion,  in  so  great 
a  degree  indeed,  that  the  barriers  of  the  city  were  generally 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  their  members,  as  the  best  judges  of 
the  characters  of  those  persons  who  might  be  allowed  to  pass 
them,  without  injury  to  the  British  interests.  A  female  Friend, 
of  low  origin,  officiating  as  a  servant  in  a  farm  near  the  city, 
was  in  the  family,  on  a  visit  to  a  relative.  A  pretext  was 
formed  to  present  her  with  a  new  suit  of  clothes,  in  order  to 
possess  that  which  she  wore  when  she  entered  the  city.  Cap- 
tain Plunkett  was  immediately  disguised  as  a  woman,  and  ap- 
peared at  the  barrier  accompanied  by  his  anxious  deliverer. 
"  Friend  Roberts,"  said  the  enterprising  enthusiast,  "  may 
this  damsel  and  myself  pass  to  visit  a  friend  at  a  neighbouring 
farm  f  "  Certainly,"  said  Roberts,  '*  go  forward."  The  city 
was  speedily  left  beliind,  and  Capt.  Plunkett  found  himself 
safe  under  the  protection  of  ('olonel  Allen  M'Lean,  his  jiartic- 
ular  friend,  from  whose  lips  I  recei^■ed  the  anecdote  mnv  re- 
corded. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  LADIES. 

Before  I  enter  into  particnlars  relative  to  tlie  exeinplaiy 
conduct  of  tlie  Ladies  of  Pliiladei]>liia,  I  would  notice  a  puMi- 
cation  in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  dated  June,  1780,  under 
the  title 

"  THE  SENTIMENTS  OF  AN  AMERICAN  AVOMAN." 

[from  niles'  register.] 

"  On  the  commencement  of  actual  war,  the  women  of  Ameri- 
ca manifested  a  firm  resolution  to  (fontrilmte  as  much  as  could 
depend  on  tliem,  to  the  deliverance  of  their  country.  Anima- 
ted by  the  purest  patriotism,  they  are  sensible  of  sorrow  at  this 
day,  in  not  ottering  more  than  barren  wishes  for  the  success  of 
so  glorious  a  revolution.  They  aspire  to  render  themselves 
more  really  nseful,  and  this  sentiment  is  universal,  from  the 
North  to  the  South  of  the  thirteen  United  States.  Our  ambi- 
tion is  kindled  by  the  fame  of  those  heroines  of  antiquity,  who 
have  made  their  sex  illusti'ious,  and  have  proved  to  the  uni- 
verse, that  of  the  weakness  of  our  constitution,  if  opinions  and 
mannei*s  did  not  forbid  us  to  march  to  glory  by  the  same  paths 
as  the  men,  we  sliould  at  least  equal  and  sometimes  surpass 
them  in  our  love  for  the  public  good.  I  glory  in  all  that  my 
sex  has  done  great  and  commendable.  I  call  to  mind  with  en- 
thusiasm, and  with  admirati<m,  all  those  acts  of  courage,  of  con- 
stancy and  patriotism,  which  history  has  transmitted  to  lis. 
The  peoj)le,  favoured  by  Heaven,  jireserved  from  destruction 
Ity  the  virtue,  the  zeal,  and  the  resolution  of  Deborah,  of  Judith, 
of  Esther!  The  fortitude  of  the  mother  of  the  Maccabees,  in 
giving  up  her  sons  to  die  liefore  her  eyes.  Rome,  saved  from 
the  fury  of  a  victorious  enemy  by  the  efforts  of  Vobunnia,  and 
other  Roman  ladies.  So  many  famous  sieges,  where  the  wo- 
men have  been  seen  forgetting  the  weakness  of  their  sex,  build- 
in<f  new  walls,  diifsjino;  trenches  with  their  feeble  hands,  and 
furnishing  arms  to  their  defenders;  they  themselves  darting  the 
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missile   weapons  on  the  enejny — resigning  the  ornaments  of 
their  apparel,  and  their  fortunes  to  fill  the  public  treasury,  and 
to  hasten  to  deliver  their  country — burying  themselves  under 
the  ruins — throwing  themselves  into  the  ilames,  rather  than 
submit   to  the  disgrace    of  humiliation,    1)efore  a  proud  and 
haughty  enemy.     Born  for  liberty,  disdaining  to  bear  the  op- 
pression of  a  tyrannic  government,  we  associate  ourselves  to 
the  grandeur  of  those  sovereigns,  cherished  and  revered,  who 
have  held  with  so  much  splendor  the  sceptre  of  the  greatest 
States.     The   Matildas,  the  Elizabetlrs,  the  Mary's,  and  the 
Catharine's,  and  have  extended  the  empire  of  liberty,  and  con- 
tented to  reign  by  sweetness  and  justice,  have  broken  the  chains 
of  slavery,  forged  by  tyrants  in  the  times  of  ignorance  and  bar- 
barity.    The  Spanish  women — do  they  not  make  at  this  mo- 
ment, the  most  patriotic  sacrifices,  to  increase  the  means  of  vic- 
tory in  the  hands  of  their  sovereign  '.     Tie  is  a  friend  to  the 
French  nation.     They  are  our  allies.     We  call  to  mind,  doubly 
interested,  that  it  was  a  French  maid,  who  kindled  u]i  among  her 
fellow-citizens  the  fiame  of  patriotism,  buried  under  long  mis- 
fortunes.    It  was  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  who  drove  from  the 
kintrdom  of  France  the  ancestor  of  those  same  British,  wliose 
odious  yoke  we  have  just  shaken  oft",  and  whom  it  is  nccessaij 
that  we  should  drive  from  the  continent.     But  1  will  limit  my- 
self to  this  small  number  of  achievements.^  Who  knows  if  per- 
sons disposed  to  censure,  and  sometimes  too  severely,  with  re- 
gard to  us,  may  not  disapi)rove  our  appearing  acquainted  even 
witli  the  actions  of  which  o\ir  sex  boast  ;■     We  are  at  least  cer- 
tain, that  he  cannot  be  a  good  citizen,  who  will  not  ai)plaud  our 
etfort  for  the  relief  of  tlie  armies,  vvliich  defend  our  lives,  our 
possessions,  our  liliei-ties.      The  situation  of  our  soldiery  has 
been  ])resented  to  me,  the  evils  inseparable  from  war,  and  the 
firm  and  generous  si)irit,  which  has  enabled  them  to  support 
these.     But,  it  has  been  said,  that  they  may  apprehend,  that  in 
the  course  of  a  long  war,  the  view  of  their  distresses  may  be 
lost,  and  their  services  forgotten.     Forgotten^  Never.     lean 
answer  in  the  name  of  all  my  sex.     Brave  Americans !   Your 
disinterestedness — your  courage — and  your  constancy,  will  al- 
ways be  dear  to  vour  country,  as  long  as  she  shall  preserve  her 


EEVOLUTIONABV  ANKCPOTKS.  47 

virtue. — We  know,  that  at  a  distance  froiri  the  theatre  of  war, 
if  we  enjoy  any  tranquillity,  it  is  the  fruit  of  yourwatchings — 
your  labours — your  dangers.  If  I  live  hu])])y  in  the  midst  of 
my  family:  if  my  inisl)and  cultivates  his  Held  and  reaps  his  har- 
vest in  peace :  if  surrounded  with  my  children,  I,  myself, 
nourish  the  youngest,  and  press  it  to  my  bosom,  without  being 
afraid  of  seeing  myself  se})arated  from  it,  by  a  ferocious  enemy : 
if  the  house  in  which  we  dwell — if  our  learns — our  orchards, 
are  safe  at  the  present  time  from  the  hands  of  these  incendi- 
aries, it  is  to  you  that  we  owe  it.  And  shall  we  hesitate  to 
evidence  to  yo\i  our  gratitude  'i  Shall  we  hesitate  to  wear  cloth- 
ing more  simple,  and  dresses  less  elegant,  while  at  the  price  of 
this  small  privation  we  shall  deserve  your  benedictions.  Who 
among  us  will  not  renounce  with  the  highest  i)k!asure,  those 
vain  ornaments,  when  she  shall  consider  that  tlie  valiant  de- 
fenders of  America  will  be  able  to  draw  some  advantages  from 
the  money  she  may  have  laid  out  for  these,  that  they  may  be 
better  defended  from  the  rigours  of  the  seasons ;  that,  after  their 
painful  toils,  they  will  receive  some  extraordinary  and  unex- 
pected relief,  that  these  presents  will  be  valued  by  them,  at  a 
greater  price,  when  they  will  liave  it  in  their  power  to  say, 
this  is  the  offering  of  the  ladies.  Tiie  time  is  arrived  to  dis- 
play the  same  sentiments  wiiich  animated  us  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Eevolntion,  when  we  renounced  the  use  of  teas,  however 
agreeal)le  to  our  taste,  rather  than  receive  them  from  our  ]ier- 
secutors ;  when  we  made  it  appear  to  them,  that  we  placed 
former  necessaries  in  the  rank  of  superfluities,  when  our  liber- 
ties were  interested  ;  when  our  Republican  and  laborious  hands 
spun  the  flax  and  ])repare(l  the  linen  intended  for  the  use  of  our 
soldiers.  When  exiles  and  fugitives  we  supported  with  cour- 
age, all  the  evils  which  are  the  concomitants  of  war,  let  us  not 
lose  a  moment — let  us  be  engaged  to  offer  the  homage  of  our 
gratitude,  at  tlie  Altar  of  Military  Valor.  And  you,  our  brave 
deliverers — while  mercenary  slaves  combat,  to  cause  you  to 
sliare  witli  them  the  irons  with  which  they  are  loaded — receive 
with  a  free  liaiul  our  oflering-  the  ]>urest  which  can  be  pre- 
sented to  yonr  virtue,  bv 

AX  AMERICAN  WOMAN." 
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Tlie  American  Army  were  rarely  sii])plied  with  decent  clotii- 
ing,  and  too  freqnently  snffered  from  tlie  absolute  want  of 
food  ;  yet,  a  devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  they  had  embarked, 
preserved  their  principles  unshaken,  and  it  was  rare  indeed 
that  a  sinjrle  murmur  was  heard.  Tn  1780,  the  iiuseries  ajjaiust 
which  they  had  to  contend  were  at  their  height.  The  cnj)  of 
misfortune  was  filled  to  an  overflow. — Tlie  resources  of  the 
country  were  scarcely  adequate  to  alloAV  a  scanty  supply  of 
provision,  and  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  enemy's  cruis- 
ers on  the  coast,  destroyed  every  hope  of  receiving  a  supply  of 
clothing  from  abroad.  The  safe  arrival  of  a  merchant  vessel 
was  considered  a  miracle.  No  pros])ect  of  relief  remained  to 
the  distressed  troops,  but  from  the  exertions  of  benevolence 
which  might  induce  their  fellow-citizens,  not  innnediately  in 
the  field,  to  open  their  purses,  and  from  their  domestic  stores 
afford  a  portion  of  what  might  be  most  conveniently  spared. 
The  i)atriotism  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadeljihia, 
had  already,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion,  been  ]iut  to  the 
test.  Blankets  and  clothing  had  been  liberally  su))plicd  to  the 
soldiery.  But,  the  complete  extiuction  of  trade,  had  exhausted 
whatever  might  have  been  possessed  of  superfluities,  and  de- 
stroyed the  ability  to  bestow  what  would  otherwise  have  l)een 
tendered  with  cheerfulness. — The  prcsstire  of  the  tiuies  how- 
ever, required  that  one  more  experiment  should  be  made,  and 
a  Matron  of  Philadelphia,*  by  a  pathetic  address  to  her  sex, 
very  happily  accomi)lished  what  had  previously  been  deemed 
impracticable.  Her  proposal  to  make  collections  among  the 
citizens  of  the  town  and  Northern  Liberties  was  adoi)ted,  and 
innnediately  carried  into  effect.  A  requisition  for  shirts,  was, 
by  the  active  exertions  of  the  Conunittee  of  Ladies,  making  the 
collections,  immediately  complied  with.  Six  hundred  and 
twenty-flve  pounds  in  specie,  and  $20(1, (iSO  in  jmper  currency, 
were  rapidly  subscribed,  and  paid  into  the  fund,  (ireat  as  the 
relief  nnist  have  been  to  the  suffering  soldiery,  I  am  altogether 
of  opinion  with  a  writer  iu  the  ])apers  of  tlie  day,  "that  more 
beneficial  consequences  resulted  to  the  cause  of  liberty."  The 
idea  of  favour  and  affection  discovered  in  tlie  exertion  of  the 

•Mrs.  Read. 
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fair  daughters  i)f  America,  upcrated  like  a  cliarni  oji  the  sol- 
dier's heart ;  it  gave  vigour  to  exertion,  confidence  to  his  hopes 
of  success,  and  the  ultimate  certainty  of  victory  and  peace. 
The  Ladies  of  Trenton,  in  Jersey,  imitating  the  noble  example 
of  their  Philadelphia  friends,  were  entitled  to  equal  honour. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Read,  the  lady  of  General  Josej)h  Read,  the 
then  President  of  the  State,  appears  to  have  acted  the  most 
conspicuous  part,  throughout  the  entire  transaction  ;  unhappily 
she  did  not  long  survive  her  hononrahle  agency,  as  it  apjjcars 
from  the  annexed  letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  (Com- 
mittee of  Ladies,  who  presented  the  patriotic  donation  to  the 
Army  under  his  command. 

New  Windsor,  Feb.  13th,  1781. 
*'  Ladiks, 

"  The  benevolent  office  which  added  lustre  to  the  (pialities 
that  ornamented  your  deceased  friend,  could  not  have  de- 
scended to  more  zealous  and  more  deserving  successors. 

The  contributions  of  the  Association  you  represent,  have 
exceeded  what  could  have  been  expected,  and  the  spirit  that 
animated  the  members  of  it,  entitles  them  to  an  equal  place, 
to  any  that  liave  ])receded  them  in  the  walk  of  female  patriot- 
ism. It  embellishes  the  American  character  with  a  new  trait, 
by  proving  tiiat  the  love  of  country  is  blended  with  these  softer 
domestic  virtues,  which  have  always  been  allowed  to  be  more 
particularly  their  own.  You  have  not  acquired  admiration  in 
your  own 'conutry  only — it  is  paid  you  abroad — and  you  will 
learn  witli  pleasure  liy  a  part  of  your  sex,  where  female  accom- 
plishments have  obtained  their  highest  perfection,  and  who, 
from  the  commencement,  have  been  the  patronesses  of  Ameri- 
can liberty.  The  Army  ought  not  to  regret  its  sacrifices,  or 
its  sufferings,  wIksu  they  meet  with  so  flattering  a  reward,  as 
in  tlie  svm])athy  of  your  sex,  nor  can  it  fear  that  its  interests 
will  be  neglected  when  espoused  by  advocates  as  powerful  as 
they  are  amiable. 

I  cannot  answer  to  the  sentiments  which  you  do  nie  the  hon- 
our to  express  for  me  personally,  than  that  they  would  more 
than  repay  a  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  public,  and  to 
testimonies  of  gratitude  to  yourselves. 
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Accept  the  assurances  of  the  perfect  respect  and  esteem,  with 
which  I  am,  Ladies, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 

To  Mrs.  Francis,  Mrs.  HiUeyas,  Mrs.   Clarlson, 
Mrs.   Bache,  and  Mrs.  Blair. — Philadelphia. 


MRS.  THOMPSON. 

The  editor  of  tlie  Quarterly  Review,  in  liis  first  number. 
says,  "  Major  Garden  in  liis  Anecdotes  of  the  Revohition,  has 
assigned  a  section  to  the  '  Conduct  of  the  Wliig  Ladies,'  and 
certainly  it  is  not  the  least  engaging  of  the  volume.  Mrs. 
Thompson  deserved  more  than  a  page  in  it.'"  The  opinion  of 
this  gentleman  is,  in  itself,  sufBcient  commendation  to  establish 
the  claims  of  Mrs.  Thompson  to  sii]>erior  merit  and  patriotic 
virtue.  With  the  exalted  character  of  her  husljand,  I  am  well 
acquainted,  and  proudly  pronounce,  that  nt)  man  served  the 
United  States,  for  so  long  a  period,  preserving  the  unshaken 
confidence  of  Congress,  and  unceasing  applause  of  the  nation. 
With  respect  to  Mrs.  Thompson,  I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the 
Eulogy  pronounced  on  her  by  her  husband ;  it  is  suthcient 
panegyric  to  entitle  her  to  universal  respect:  "She  never 
complained  of  any  inconvenience  resulting  from  our  situation, 
in  consecpience  of  the  war,  but  did  every  thing  in  her  power  to 
lighten  difficulties  and  assist  me.  The  business  in  which  I 
was  engaged.  I  was  well  aware  was  too  confidential  to  be  en- 
trusted to  a  secretary  or  clerk.  She  aided  me  with  her  pen, 
and  the  archives  of  the  Revolution  contains  many  interesting 
pages  of  her  copying." 


MRS.  ARTHUR  PERONNEAU, 

Is  richly  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  most  distinguished  of 
our  female  patriots.  The  fortitude  which  she  displayed  during 
Provost's  invasion,  subjected  to  every  species  of  insult,  (her 
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residence  liciiig  tixctl  on  as  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  British 
Army,)  is  highly  lionoural)le  to  her.  But  in  speaking  of  her 
merits,  I  would  particularly  dwell  on  her  unremitted  and  affec- 
tionate attention  to  Colonel  Ilayne,  her  hrother-in-law,  during 
his  confinement  in  prison,  and  till  the  day  of  his  death.  There 
was  no  consolation  tliat  conld  alleviate  his  sufferings  that  was 
not  administered.  Her  sympathy  assuaged  the  atHictions  of 
present  calamity,  and  pious  contidence  in  the  justice  of  a  benefi- 
cent Deity,  encouraged  the  hope  of  a  crown  of  martyrdom 
awaiting  his  courage  and  his  constancy.  On  the  morning  on 
which  he  was  to  die,  her  son,  Mr.  Wm.  Peronneau,  then  a 
youth  of  twelve  years  of  age,  was  sent  to  him,  to  request  that 
he  would  spare  her  the  agony  of  a  personal  interview  which 
she  had  not  sufKcient  resolution  to  support.  "  Willingly,"  he 
replied,  "  my  dear  boy.  Tell  her,  that  her  generous  efforts,  to 
save  me  from  an  ignominious  death,  will,  to  my  last  hour,  be 
remembered  with  gratitude,  and  that  my  confidence  is  perfect 
that  we  shall  meet  in  a  better  and  happier  world." 


MRS.  BRATTON,  OF  S.  C. 

At  a  period,  when  an  absolute  want  of  arms  and  ammunition 
precluded,  in  a  great  degree,  the  possibility  of  effectual  resist- 
ance, a  small  depot  of  i)owder  was  entrusted  to  Mrs.  Bratton, 
wife  of  Colonel  Bratton,  an  active  officer,  serving  in  the  field. 
The  treachery  of  an  individual  communicated  the  important 
secret  to  the  enemy,  and  a  British  detachment  was  pushed  for- 
ward to  secure  so  valuable  a  jjrize.  Mrs.  Bratton,  informed 
of  their  near  approach,  immediately  laid  a  train  of  powder 
from  the  depot  to  the  spot  on  which  she  stood,  and  seeing  no 
chance  of  saving  her  charge  blew  it  up.  "  Who"  exclaimed 
tlie  irritated  officer  who  led  the  detachment,  "  has  dared  to  do 
this  atrocious  act  'i  Speak  quickly,  that  they  may  meet  the 
pimishment  they  deserve."  "  Know  then,"  said  Mrs.  B., 
"  'twas  I — and  let  the  consequence  be  what  it  will,  I  glory  in 
having  frustrated  the  mischief  contemplated  by  the  merciless 
enemies  of  my  country." 

T 
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MISS  NEWMAN. 


Thk  anecdote  which  follows,  gives  strong  evidence  of  the 
devotion  of  our  Ladiet^  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  the  intre- 
pidity with  which  they  supported  it : — • 

An  unfortunate  whig,  tiying  hefore  a  party  of  the  enemy,  in- 
tent upon  his  destruction,  rushed  into  the  dwelling  house  of 
Mr.  Trapier,  and  entering  the  apartment  of  Miss  Newman,  an 
inmate  of  the  family,  exclaimed — "  Protect  me  Madam,  or  J 
am  lost."  "  Quickly  conceal  yourself,"  replied  the  lady,  "  be 
silent,  and  rest  assured,  that  I  will  do  all  that  I  can  to  save 
you."  She  had  scarcely  time  to  compose  herself,  before  admis- 
sion was  demanded  from  without,  and  an  ofKcer  presenting  him- 
self, insisted  that  the  place  of  concealment  to  which  the  fugi- 
tive liad  retired  should  be  immediately  pointed  out. — "  It  is 
little  probable,"  said  Miss  Newman,  "  that  a  soldier,  to  wliom 
I  am  probably  altogether  unknown,  would,  even  under  the 
terrors  of  death,  seek  security  by  intruding  himself  into  my 
chamber,  but,  as  I  am  coniident  that  no  credit  will  be  given  to 
my  asserticms,  and  that  the  power  of  search  rests  with  yon,  its 
indulgence  must  necessarily  follow.  Yet,  I  trust,  from  your 
character  as  a  soldier,  and  appearance  as  a  gentleman,  with  the 
delicacy  due  to  a  lady's  feelings."  The  composure  so  happily 
assumed,  calmed  the  violence  of  the  party,  and  the  officer,  be- 
lieving that  it  could  alone  be  exhibited  from  an  entire  ignorance 
of  the  hiding  place  of  the  object  of  his  pursuit,  bowed  and  re- 
tired. 


MRS.  GANNETT,  OF  SHAEON. 

The  De  Ihan  Register,  of  December,  1820,  states :  Mrs. 
Gannett,  of  Sliaron,  in  this  county,  presented  at  Court,  her 
claims  for  services  rendered  her  country  as  a  Kevolutionary 
Soldier.  This  extraordinary  woman  is  now  in  the  62d  year  of 
her  age.     She  was  about  eighteen  when  the  war  with  Britain 
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commenced.  Tlie  patriotic  sentiments  that  inspired  the  heroes 
of  tliose  days,  and  urged  tliem  to  battle,  found  their  way  to  her 
bosom.  The  news  of  the  carnage  at  ]jexingtf)n  had  reached 
her — tlie  sound  of  tlie  cannon  at  Bunker's  Hill  had  vibrated  in 
her  ears,  and  increased  l)eyond  control  her  enthusiasm  in  the 
canse  of  liberty.  She  quitted  her  home,  and  the  habiliments  of 
her  sex,  and  enlisted  in  the  army  under  the  name  of  Kol)ert 
Shirtlitfe.  For  three  years  she  performed  the  duty  of  a  soldier, 
and  (luring  the  whole  time  enjoyed  the  coniidence  of  her  offi- 
cers, and  unremitted  favour  ])v  her  expertness  in  exercise,  an<l 
exemplary  good  conduct.  She  served  as  a  volunteer  in  several 
hazardous  enter])rizes,  aiul  was  twice  wounded  by  musket 
balls.  So  well  did  she  contrive  to  conceal  her  sex,  as  to  escape 
all  suspicion,  till  at  length  a  severe  wound,  which  had  well 
nigh  closed  her  earthly  campaigns,  occasioned  the  discovery. 
On  her  recovery  she  quitted  the  army,  married,  and  is  now  the 
mother  of  several  children.  There  were  many  witnesses  in  the 
Court,  who  recognized  her,  and  were  ready  to  attest  to  her  ser- 
vices. 


MRS.  STEEL,  OF  SALISBURY,  N.  C. 

While  the  army  of  General  Greene  was  retreating  before 
that  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  Dr.  Read,  who  had  the  charge  of  the 
wounded  prisoner  taken  at  tlie  Cowpens,  was  seated  in  an 
ai)artment  overlooking  the  principal  street  in  Salisbury,  writ- 
ing paroles,  for  such  of  the  British  officers  as  were  unable  from 
sickness  and  debility  to  proceed  further  on  tlie  route  to  Vir- 
ginia, when  General  Greene,  unattended,  (his  ai(1s-de-cHm]>, 
beinsr  engaged  on  ditferent  services,)  rode  up  to  the  door,  jaded 
and  fatigued,  and  in  fact  exhausted  to  such  a  degree,  as  with 
difficulty  to  dismount  from  his  hoi-se.  "  How  do  you  tiiid 
yourself,  my  good  General,"  kindly  inquired  the  Doctor. 
"Wretched  l)eyond  meaaure,"  replied  the(Jeneral,  "without  a 
friend — without  money,  and  destitute  even  of  a  comi)anion." 
"  That  I  deny"  said  Mrs.  Steel,  the  itatriotic  land-lady,  step- 
l)iug  forward  with  great   alacrity.     ''  That  I   most   positively 
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deny.  There  exists  no  cause  for  such  despondency.  In  me, 
General,  you  have  a  devoted  friend.  Money  I  have  in  posses- 
sion, and  money  you  shall  have.  This  young  gentleman  will 
not,  I  am  certain,  suft'er  you  to  be  without  a  companion  as 
soon  as  the  Inunaue  business  about  which  he  is  employed  is 
finished.  Come  with  me  in  the  interim,  and  I  will  freely  give 
you  the  money  you  require."  The  General  followed  her  into 
an  adjoining  apai-tment,  and  speedily  returned,  every  pocket 
filled  with  gold,  which  this  benevolent  and  truly  patriotic  lady 
had  pressed  upon  him.  The  name  of  such  a  woman  should  be 
recorded  in  lettere  of  gold. 
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POETICAL  ADDRESS. 

Thk  following  complimentary  address  to  the  Ladies,  who  so 
diligently  strove  to  give  the  comforts  of  food  and  clothing  to 
the  distressed  Soldiery,  shoxild  not  be  lost.  It  contains  some 
good  lines  and  a  great  deal  of  excellent  sentiment.  The  en- 
cominms  bestowed  are  particularly  appropriate : — 

All  hail,  superior  Sex — exhalted  Fair, 

Whose  smiles  dispel  the  gloom  of  dark  despair, 

Bid  the  keen  anguish,  of  affliction  cease, 

And  to  the  wounded  bosom  whisper  peace. 

Accept  the  tribute  of  our  warmest  praise. 

To  you  the  Soldier  yields  the  Patriot's  bays ; 

The  Palm  of  Fame  no  longer  he  contests. 

Justly  decreed  to  grac<!  the  Female  breast. 

Whilst  cherished  prejudice  remains  unarm'd 

And  e'en  pale  Envy's  into  silence  charmed — 

Freedom  no  more  shall  droop  her  languid  liead. 

Nor  dream  supine  on  Sloth's  lethargic  bed. 

No  more  sit  weeping  o'er  the  vet'ran  band. 

The  brave  and  suflTring  heroes  of  the  land, 

Who  nobly  daring  the  proud  Despot's  sway. 

Live  the  admiretl  wonders  of  tlie  Day. 

For  to  these  sons  the  glorious  work  renew 

Their  hopes,  their  energies,  revived  hy  you. 
*  Your  gifts  more  precious  in  the  Soldier's  eye 

Than  all  the  wealth  Potosi's  mines  8upi)ly. 

For  while  his  heart  with  gratitude  expands, 

Clieer'd  by  the  liberal  btjunty  of  your  hands. 

His  pray'rs  for  you  in  l)enedictions  rise. 

Warm  from  the  soul  and  grateful  to  the  skies. 

Nor  there's  alont!  the  theme  th'  Historian  fir'd 

Shall  bless  the  noble  ardor  you've  inspired. 

I  want  new  epithets  to  adorn  his  page, 

And  l)id  you  live  admir'd  from  age  to  age. 

With  warm  applauses  celebrate  each  name. 

Endear  your  mem'ries  and  embalm  your  fame. 

For  Freedom's  Ensign,  tluis  inscribed,  shall  wave. 
"The  Patriot  Females  who  their  Country  saved." 

ANON. 
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PATEIOTS  IN  THE  CIVIL  LINE. 


ARTHUE  MIDDLETON. 

I  KNOW  110  man,  whose  exemplary  conduct,  tlirongliout  tlie 
wliole  progress  of  tlie  Revolution,  deserves  more  gratetiiUy  to 
be  remembered,  than  that  of  Arthur  Middleton.  Possessed  of 
ample  fortune,  and  endowed  with  talents  of  the  highest  order, 
improved  by  study,  and  refined  by  travelling,  lie  devoted  him- 
self with  decision  to  the  service  of  his  country.  The  public,  at 
the  commencement  of  hostility,  admiring  his  zeal,  and  con- 
vinced of  his  sincerity,  placed  in  him  their  entire  confidence, 
and  never  afterwards  withdrew  it.  He  served  with  distinction 
in  the  Committee  of  Five,*  expressly  appointed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to  procure  the  means  of  defence,  superintend 
the  political  movements  of  their  fellow-citizens,  give  energy  to 
the  spirit  of  resistance,  and  direct  with  effect  inflexible  oppo- 
sition to  the  encroachments  of  tyrannical  ])ower.t  He,  on  all 
occasions,  advocated  the  most  vigorious  measures,  clearly  evinc- 
ing that  he  was  not  one  of  those,  who  shrunk  in  times  of  dan- 
ger from  responsibilitv.  Frank  and  open  in  temper,  he  freely 
uttered  tlie  bold  conceptions  of  his  ardent  spirit,  censuring  with 
indignant  pride  the  cautious  policy  of  the  timid  and  irresolute, 
and  expression  the  liigliest  indignation  at  tlic  arts  of  tlie  de- 
signiiifl:. 

His  zeal  thus  manifested,  confirming  the  confidence  first  re- 
posed in  him,  lie  was  elected,  tlunigh  scarcely  thii-fy  years  of 
age,  a  memlier  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1775,  and  thus 

♦Composed  of  Wm.  H.  Drayton,  Arthur  Middleton.  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckiiey.  Wil- 
liam Gibbet*,  and  Edward  Weyman. 

t  The  arrest  of  the  Governor.    The  attarhment  of  the  estates  of  all  who  deserted  the 
Standard  of  their  Country,  c&c. 
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obtained  the  honour  of  athxinfj  liis  signature  to  the  important 
(locuuient,  wiiicli  is  rejjarded  l)_v  Americans  as  tlieir  richest  in- 
lieritance.  lieturning  to  his  native  State,  new  honoui-s  awaited 
him  ;  he  was  soon  elected  to  fill  the  (Jhair  of  (iovernment,  va- 
cated by  the  resignation  of  John  Jlutledge.  The  honoiir,  was, 
however,  declined  for  reasons  which  proved  satisfactory  to  the 
public.  But,  whether  in  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  in 
exile  in  St.  Augustine,  or  aiding  in  the  Councils  of  the  Na- 
tion— after  his  release  from  cajytivity — we  find  him  with  un- 
shaken ardoin-,  l)y  his  lirmness  and  undeviating  rectitude  of 
principle,  giving  dignity  to  the  cause  he  had  pledged  himself 
to  support.*  Shortly  after  tlie  surrender  of  Charlestown,  (I 
think  it  was  on  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  Lord  Cornwallis'  vic- 
tory near  Camden,  over  the  army  connnanded  by  Gen.  Gates,) 
some  of  the  most  influential  and  zealous  Loyalists,  considering 
it  a  Iiai)py  upjxirtuuity  for  displaying  devotion  to  their  Sover- 
eign, proi)osed  an  Address  of  congratulation  to  the  ruling 
Authorities,  and  ap])ointed  a  committee  to  tender  it  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  garrison,  for  signatures.  Dead  to  all  sense  of 
delicacy,  these  unfeeling  men  waited  on  Mr.  Middleton,  and 
prefacing  the  demand  by  dwelling  on  the  inability  of  resistance 
on  tlie  part  of  the  rebels,  tendered  to  him  tlie  Addi-ess  for  sig- 
nature. Virtuous  resentment  kept  him  for  a  moment  dumb  ! 
but  as  soon  as  indignant  passion  had  sutiiciently  subsided,  to 
give  his  feelings  utterance — "  Begone,"  he  cried,  "and  from  yom* 
sight  relieve  me  !  Have  you  no  feeling,  wretches,  foi'  misfor- 
tune, or  respect  for  honest  zeal,  and  faithful  service  'i  Is  it  in 
scorn  you  are  come  to  wreak  your  malice,  on  the  man  who  al- 
ways held  your  principles  and  practices  in  detestation  !  or,  can 
you  imagine,  that  after  stepping  forth  in  such  a  cause,  and 
sui)porting  it  tlirough  every  danger  and  ditficulty  with  steadi- 
ness, 1  will  meanly  retract,  and  stamp  my  name  with  infamy 
— Subject  myself,  not  only  to  the  contempt  of  the  world,  but 
the  still  greater  misery  of  endless  and  agonizing  rej)roac]i  i 
No,  no  !  it  is  a  mockery  that  you  would  add  to  insult ;  and 
cowardly  as  well  as  basely,  knowing  the  restrictions  of  my  pa- 

*  It  was  the  8ii;nini{  of  this  Address  which  caused  tbo  confiscation  of  so  many  estates 
at  an  after  period. 
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role,  shield  yourselves  beneatli  its  protectioTi.  This  is,  tu  you. 
a  day  of  exaltation,  but  tlic  houi-  of  retribution  loill  come  wlien 
we  shall  meet  on  a  more  equal  footing.  Enjoy,  meanwhile, 
your  miserable  triumj)!! — but,  from  this  room,  and  my  presence, 
miscreants,  retire  instantly,  and  when  the  liberty  is  mine  to 
express  the  just  indignation  that  I  feel — heioare .'" 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  add  anotlier  i)roof  of  Mr. 
Middleton's  devotion  to  his  country,  communicated  subse- 
quently to  the  comi)letion  of  the  sketch  of  his  character.  Af- 
ter his  arrest  and  removal  to  a  ship  of  war,  to  be  conveyed, 
with  many  other  distinguished  patriots,  to  St.  Augustine,  two 
youths,*  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at  the  period  prison- 
ers on  parole,  anxious  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  their  rela- 
tives, whose  sudden  separation  from  their  families,  and  removal 
to  a  prison-sliip,  had  deprived  them  of  every  comfort,  ventured 
with  a  few  necessaries  to  repair  to  the  place  of  their  contine- 
ment.  The  j)ious  duty  performed,  they  were  al)out  to  return 
to  the  city,  when  Mr.  Middleton,  taking  them  aside,  thus  ad- 
dressed thein: — "  You  see,  young  gentlemen,  the  tyranny  exer- 
cised toward  your  seniors,  whose  oidy  crime  consists  in  their 
unshaken  fidelity  to  their  country.  Your  turn  may  probaljly 
come  next.  You  have  already  felt  tlie  evil  hand  of  t)ppression 
bear  heavily  upon  you,  and  have,  doubtless,  many  and  still  se- 
verer pereecutions  to  endure.  Be  firm  in  your  attachment  to 
the  cause  to  which  you  have  adiiered.  Let  neither  the  tempta- 
tion of  promised  honours,  nor  emolument,  the  fear  of  personal 
suffering,  the  rigor  of.  confinement,  nor  any  oppression  that 
may  await  you,  tempt  you  to  swerve  from  your  duty.  Firm 
in  patriotism,  bid  defiance  to  every  persecution  that  malice  can 
contrive  and  power  inflict.  Great  and  certain  will  be  your  re- 
ward. You  will  find  it  in  the  consciousness  of  well-doing — in 
the  applause  of  your  own  hearts — and  in  the  blessings  that  will 
follow  you,  from  the  gratitude  of  every  virtuous  citizen  of  your 
country." 

It  is  creditable  to  the  family,  that  the  name  of  Middleton 
was  ever  found  opposed  to  the  encroachments  of  British  power. 

*Hon.  A.  Desanssure,  since  Chancellor  of  the  State,  and  James  Hey  ward,  at  a  subee- 
quent  period  a  Captain  in  the  Ancient  Battalion  of  Artillery. 
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Artliur  Middleton,  grandfatlier  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
headed,  as  Speaker  'of  the  Assembly,  an  opposition  wliich  re- 
moved tlie  last  of  tiie  Proprietory  dcovernors.  Henry  Middle- 
ton,  his  father,  was  the  successor  of  John  Hancock  as  President 
of  Congress.  Arthur  Middleton,  signed  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. Henry  Middleton,  his  son,  officiated  as  (Tovernor 
of  the  State  of  South-Carolina,  and  was  one  of  the  most  deter- 
mined opponents  of  Britain,  when  that  ambitions  nation,  on  a 
late  occasion,  sought  to  disturb  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
our  country.  Thomas  Middleton,  son  of  an  elder  branch  of  tiic 
family,  residing  in  England,  engaged  heartily  in  the  American 
cause,  and  was  constant  in  his  duty,  till  his  death.  John  Mid- 
dleton, who  not  only  enjoyed  an  estate  in  Europe,  but  had  the 
advowson  of  a  church-living  of  considerable  emolument,  ac- 
tuated by  a  sincei'e  attacinnent  to  liberty,  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  engage  in  the  American  service,  si)eedily  obtained  by  his  gal- 
lantry, a  connnision  in  Lee's  legion,  and  possessing  the  univer- 
sal esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  fell  a  martyr,  shortly  after  the 
war,  to  country -fever,  sincerely  lamented  by  all  who  had  the 
happiness  of  his  acquaintance. 


THOMAS  HEYWAKD. 

A  patriot  more  resolute  in  council — more  intrepid  in  the 
field — more  steady  in  supporting  the  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, under  the  severest  afflictions  of  unmerited  persecutions, 
could  not  be  named  tlian  Mr.  Heyward. — His  was  the  honour 
of  giving  his  signature  to  the  instrument  that  declared  America  ■ 
independent.  In  his  military  career,  he  essentially  contributed 
to  the  defeat  of  the  British  on  Port  Royal  Island,  and  of  having 
repulsed  Provost  before  Charleston.  He  was  actively  employed 
on  the  lines  when  Sir  Henry  Clinton  besieged  the  city,  and  at 
its  fall  became  a  prisoner  to  the  enemy.  The  indignities  which 
he  then  met  with  were  in  the  extreme  disgraceful  to  the  victori- 
ous party,  but  as  I  have  already  recorded  them  in  my  tii-st 
series,  it  appears  unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  He  was  distin- 
guished among  the  patriotic  band,  who  were  sent  into  exile  to 
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St.  Augustine  ;^I)y  a  playfulness  of  disposition,  which  not 
only  made  despondency  a  stranger  to  his  bosom,  but  which  was 
happily  dis])layed  in  keei)ing  uptlie  sj)ints  of  his  suffering  com- 
panions. He  wrote  songs  of  luimour,  and  sung  them  with  pe- 
culiar glee,  and  although  little  can  l)e  said  in  favour  of  their 
poetical  merit,  yet,  in  his  satirical  remarks  on  false  patriotism,* 
and  animadvei-sions  on  the  foibles  of  the  tyrants,  who  op- 
pressed them,  he  not  only  amused  his  companions,  and  impart- 
ed to  them  a  portion  of  his  own  cheerfulness,  but  caused  them 
to  check  unavailing  murmers,  and  to  look  forward  with  conti- 
dence,  to  tlie  happy  termination  of  their  sutferings,  and  the  per- 
fection of  their  country's  glory  and  hai)i)iness.  I  am  inclined 
to  give  great  credit  to  Mr.  Heyward,  for  his  clear  and  early 
perceptions  of  the  happy  results  that  would  follow,  from  bold 
and  unremitted  exertit)ns  against  the  encroachments  of  Britain. 
On  liis  return  from  Congress,  his  father,  who  was  not  altogether 
as  sanguine  in  his  calculations  of  success  as  he  had  been,  said 
to  him,  "My  son,  in  declaring  America  independent,  you  have 
adopted  a  very  bold  measure,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think,  with 
precipitation,  since  undisciplined  militia,  and  we  have  no  other 
troops,  can  never  resist  the  attacks  of  brave  and  well-trained 
regulars.  We  shall,  inevitably,  be  beaten."  "(Iranted,"  said 
Mr.  IT.  "  What,  then,  are  we  to  do  i"  rejoined  his  father. 
"Raise  a  new  army,  and  keep  up  the  contest."  "What!  to 
be  again  beaten."     "Most  certainly,  and  the  same  result  may 


•  An  individual,  wlio  delighted  to  pruclaiiu  the  purity  of  his  patriotic  priiicipleH,  and 
the  ateadine^H  with  which  he  contildered  hin  honour  as  pledged  to  support  them,  was  fre- 
quently heard  to  r^ay,  "  Should  it  ever  he  ray  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  handis  of  the 
enemy,  though  Hubjected  to  every  species  of  insult,  and  goaded  by  every  variety  of  op- 
pression—though imprisonment  and  chains,  the  dungeon's  gloom  and  rack's  tortures  be 
my  lot— though,  in  time,  my  legs  and  arms  should  be  severed  from  my  body,  the  Iloncfl 
Trunk,  that  remained,  would  still  be  true  and  faithful,  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  of  my 
country."  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  tor  men  to  place  too  great  conddence  in  their  own 
strength,  or  to  boast  their  ability  to  encounter  and  overcome  difflciilty,  before  the  hour 
of  trial  has  overtaken  them.  The  town,  in  which  tliis  Arm  and  intrepid  patriot  resided, 
being  closely  besieged  and  taken,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  community,  he  was  among 
ih((  first  of  the  cajjitulants,  to  recant  his  opinions,  and  to  solicit  with  humility,  forgive- 
ness for  his  political  errors,  promising,  if  the  ruling  authorities  would  condescend  to 
grant  him  protection,  that  he  would  sin  no  more.  Ills  dereliction  of  principle,  met  w  ith 
its  proper  reward,  for,  remaining  in  Charleston,  after  its  evacuation  by  the  British  Gar- 
rison, he  never  walked  the  streets,  or  ventured  to  show  hie  face  in  public,  before  Ills  ears 
were  saluted  by  the  mockery  of  every  school-boy,  exclaiming,  "  there  goes  the  Honest 
'JVunk.^^    How  fares  it  with  the  unshaken  patriot,  and  steady  friend  of  his  country. 
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follow,  over  aiul  over  again,  but,  by  dint  of  pei-severaiice,  wfe 
sliall  beconu'  reconoiled  to  tlie  evils  of  war,  and  daily  acqiiiriiifr 
experience,  in  the  military  art,  ultimately  wrest  the  palm  of 
vietory  from  the  enemy,  and  repay,  with  ten-fold  energy,  the 
defeats  received  at  their  hands."  "  He  will  tell  yon,  in  mockery 
of  one  of  our  co\intrv  phrases,  that  it  is  only  necessary  for 
them  to  show  themselves,  for  our  untutored  bands,  *to  split  anil 
ti<^u(C)i (/>"/•.'"  lh\t,  let  us  patiently  wait  the  results  of  steady 
opposition,  and  then  we  shall  see,  'on  whose  side  the  laughenj 
will  be. "  Remember,  too.  Sir,  that  every  success  that  follows 
their  exertions,  will  necessarily  be  attended  with  a  loss  of  men, 
and  that  recniits  can  only  be  obtained  by  bringing  them  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  that  at  an  enormous  expense,  while  the  tem- 
porary defeat  of  our  armies,  produces  no  material  evil,  in  this 
res])ect ;  the  very  men,  who  fled  with  precipitation  from  the 
tield  to-day,  being  ready,  and  with  the  hope  of  getting  rid  of 
the  disgrace,  will  resume  a  hostile  position  to  morrow. "  I  re- 
peat, that  this  happy  view  of  the  eventful  occurrences  of  the 
war,  just  entered  upon,  was  highly  creditable  to  the  discern- 
ment of  Mr.  Heyward,  more  especially  as  the  results  proved 
them  to  be  altogether  correct,  in  every  portion  of  the  Union, 
before  the  termination  of  the  war.  They,  who  had  triumph- 
antly over-run  the  Jereeys,  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Geor- 
gia, being  ultimately,  (unless  when  imder  the  immediate  pro- 
tection of  their  shipi)ing  they  indidged  in  pedatory  expedi- 
tions,) eanfined  to  the  narrow  limits  of  the  cities  of  New-York, 
Savannah,  and  Charleston.  Mr.  Heyward,  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  war,  was  elected  a  Judge,  and  as  a  civil  olticer,  from  his 
clear,  unbiassed  decisions,  gave  increase  to  the  reputation  ac- 
quired by  his  zeal  and  activity  in  the  tield,  when  acting  in  a 
military  capacity. 


JUDGE  BEE. 


The  claim,  of  this  respectable  citizen,  to  Revolutionary  celeb- 
rity, is  unquestionable.  Through  every  period  of  the  struggle 
for  Independence,  he  adhered  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  with 
ardent  zeal  and  unshaken  constancy,  and  that  he  performed 
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his  duty  with  advantage  to  it,  must  appear  evident,  from  the 
situations  of  trust  and  lionour  to  wliich  he  was  raised  hy  the 
voice  of  his  fellow-citizens.     The  duties  of  Member  of  the  As- 
semblv,  Speaker  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  Mendwr  of 
the  Privy  Council,  Judge  of  the  State  Courts,  Member  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  Lieutenant  Governor,  Member  of  Congress, 
and,  iinally,  Judge  of  the  District,  were  discharged  by  him 
with  distinguislied  credit  and  applause.     lie  was  mild  in  dis- 
position, amiable  and  conciliatiiigin  his  manners,  and  from  his 
liberal  feelings,  atforded,  to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  a  genuine 
portrait  of  Carolina  hospitality.     One  trait  of  his  character, 
merits  particular  notice  :^lle  had  sutfered  much  by  the  war 
— his  property  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  had 
not  escaped  the  cupidity  of  many  of  them,  noted  for  their  ra- 
pacity in  plundering,  but  his  resentments  ceased  wlien  they  had 
no  longei'  power  to  injure.     Their  departure  from  oni-  shores 
extingnished  his  resentments.     The  unfortunate,  who,  by  the 
errors  of  their  conduct,  had  incurred  the  dis])leasure  and  resejit- 
ment  of  their  countrymen,  found  in  him  a  steady  and  powerful 
advocate;  he  pitied  their  weaknesses,  and  anxiously  strove  to 
remove  their  disqualifications,  and  to  reconcile  them  to  their 
country  and  to  themselves :  and,  I  doubt,  if  a  single  instance 
can  be  brought  forward,  where  pardon  was  solicited,  where  he 
did  not  plead  the  cause  of  the  offending  party.     A  bill  for  the 
encouragement  of  Literature  and  Science,  introduced  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  innnediately  after  the  evacuation  of 
Charleston,  originated  wifh  hhn.     Whilst  every  society,  having 
a  view  and  tendency  to  promote  the  diffusion  of  knowledge, 
met  in  him  a  strenuous  supporter;  we  may  have  seen   in  the 
distinguished  personages  of  society,  men  of  more  l)rilliant  char- 
acter, bnt  with  none  better  entitled  to  the  esteem  and  venera- 
tion of  his  countrymen,  than  Judge  Bee. 


RICHARD    HUTSON. 

Mr.  Hutson,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  possessed  of  a  large  and  unencumbered  estate,  the 
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whole  of  which  he  sold,  the  better  tu  iiid  liis  coiiiitrv  in  her  ar- 
duous strutrgle  toy  liberty,  byphicinfj;  the  jjrodiict  in  the  fimds. 
His  zeal  did  him  hoiiuur,  but  proved  his  ruin  ;  the  depreciation 
of  Continental  money  leaving;  him  in  i)ovei"ty  and  indigence. 
His  talents,  however,  (it  was  all  he  had  to  give,)  were  unceas- 
ingly devoted  to  tiie  public  welfare.  As  a  soldier,  lawyer,  leg- 
islator, long  as  the  war  continued,  he  conducted  himself  with 
such  propriety,  that  immediately  at^er  its  ctmclusion,  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  T/irfie  Chancellors  of  the  State.  And  on  the 
incoqjoration  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  chosen  its  first  Intend- 
ant.  In  this  last  station  his  conduct  was  exemplary.  Many 
turbulent  si>iTits  appeared  intent  tt)  distui-b  the  peace  of  Society ; 
mobs  were  raised — some  mischief  done,  and  a  great  deal  con- 
tem])lated,  but  by  zeal,  activity  and  tirmness,  he  put  down  all 
irregidarities,  and  preserved  the  tranquility  of  the  city.  Mr. 
H.  was  an  excellent  scholar,  and  it  is  said  completely  ma.ster  of 
seven  different  languages.  He  was  mild  and  amiable  in  dispo- 
sition, and  to  his  friends  and  relations,  one  of  the  most  kind- 
hearted  and  affectionate  of  hiunan  Ijeings.  They  were  ine.x- 
pressibly  dear  to  him,  l)ut  he  loved  liis  country  still  more,  as 
the  sacrifi(-e  of  liis  property  clearly  evinces.  In  confirmation 
of  what  I  liave  alleged  of  his  patriotism,  I  have  it  in  my  power 
to  state,  that  (ieneral  C.  C.  Pinckney,  otYen  declared  that  he 
did  not  know  an  individual  to  whom  Carolina  was  as  muc^h  in- 
debted, for  active  zeal,  and  j)erpetual  sacrifices  in  her  service. 
Praise  from  such  a  man,  is  sufficient  eulogy,  without  tlie  addi- 
tion of  a  single  sentence  of  commendation  from  my  pen.  For 
the  penetration  of  the  General,  in  estimating  character,  was 
singularly  correct,  and  his  uprightness,  when  called  on  for  the 
delivery  of  his  sentiments  upon  it,  would  have  caused  liim 
rather  to  lose  his  life,  than  utter  a  falsehood,  or  bestow  the 
meed  of  praise  on  one,  who  had  not  richly  deserved  it.  I  have 
omitted  to  mention,  tliat  he  was  one  of  the  exiles  who  was  sent 
to  St.  Augustine ;  the  British  were  too  well  convinced  of  the 
influence  of  his  precepts  and  example,  to  suffer  him  to  remain 
in  Charleston.  Their  grand  object  was  to  make  converts,  and 
to  induce  the  weak  and  wavering  to  enlist  under  their  banners ; 
pretexts  were  therefore  found  for  depriving  the  true  or  steady 


64  KEVOLUTIONARY    AITECDOTRS. 

patriots,  who  were  within  tlieir  power,  of  the  benefits  of  tlie 
capitulation  under  wliich  they  iiad  liecome  prisoner,  and  to 
treat  them,  not  as  gentlemen,  but  as  felons,  who  were  destitute 
of  all  sense  of  honour,  and  not  entitled  to  the  slightest  share  of 
pity  or  indulgence.  At  St.  Augustine,  they  would  be  compara- 
tively harmless,  and  thither  they  were  sent. 


REVOLUTION  AKY    AMECDO'l'KS.  66 


AMERICAN  OFFICERS-MILITARY  AND  NAVAL. 


GENEKAL  GEOEGE  WASHINGTON. 

It  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  in  giving  sketches  of  the 
charactei"rt  of  tlie  heroes  and  patriots,  tlie  most  (h'stinguished  in 
the  Revohitionary  war,  that  I  have  never  particuharly  noticed, 
the  man  above  all  others,  pre-eminent  in  talent  and  in  virtue; 
and  wliose  clear  perceptions,  in  a  great  measure,  directed  the 
energies  of  the  rest.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  my  allu- 
sion is  to  the  immortal  Washinoton,  who,  by  universal  consent, 
has  been  acknowledged,  not  only  the  ])ride  and  glory  of  his 
country,  but  an  honour  to  the  human  race.  But,  already,  all 
that  relates  to  his  character  and  conduct,  in  private  life,  the 
field,  or  cal>inet,  has  been  detailed  by  our  historians  so  fully 
and  skilfully,  tliat  nothing  that  I  could  say,  would  afford  an 
additional  claim  to  celebrity.  I  think,  however,  that  my  ad- 
miration of  his  character  has  been  sufficiently  elucidated 
throughout  the  whole  of  my  Anecdotes.  The  expression  of 
General  Gates,  made  in  the  presence  of  Dr.  Read,*  gives  a 
striking  instance  of  the  goodness  of  his  heart — his  generous  in- 
clination to  forgive  injuries,  (for  he  was  well-apprized  of  all  the 
secret  intrigues  of  Gates,  to  injure  him,  and  dispossess  him  of 
command,)  his  sympathy  in  the  heart-rending  afflictions  that 
iiad  fallen  on  his  family.  The  liTunanity  exercised  toward  Sir 
Charles  Asgill,  (fully  detailed  in  the  present  series  of  Anecdotes, 
although  most  ungeiierously  requited ;)  his  pity  for  his  suffer- 
ings, is  not  less  creditable  to  his  feelings.  The  delicate  rebuke 
given  to  the  gentlemen  of  his  family,  whose  boisterous  miith 

*  Pagee  34  and  3S.  First  Series. 
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disturbed  tlie  repose  of  a  wounded  officer,*  at  ouee  declares 
his  discretion  and  keen  sense  of  propriety.  The  friendly  visit 
to  Colonel  Wasson,  his  solicitude  for  his  recovery,  and  grateful 
acknowledgment  uf  his  services,  his  worth,  and  usefulness  to 
the  army,  excite  high  admiraticjn.  The  anecdote  related  in  the 
present  series,  of  his  temperance,  and  happy  mode  adopted,  to 
quiet  the  discontents  of  the  army,  remonstrating  by  a  deputa- 
tion of  field  officers,  against  the  badness  and  scarcity  of  their 
rations.  The  delicacy  of  his  feeling  towards  the  foe  he  had 
subdued,+  do  him  the  highest  honour.  With  high  admiration 
I  view  his  clear  discernment  of  character,  in  the  employment 
of  Lt.  Colonel  Jo.  Laurens,  as  a  negotiator ;  of  W.vyxe,  for 
effecting  a  hazardous  enterprize  by  a  coup  de  main — of  Haeky 
Lee  and  M'Lean,  as  vigilant  and  active  partizans — of  William 
WASHiNcfTON,  as  a  soldier,  well  calculated  to  execute  services 
the  most  daring — of  Steuben,  to  perfect  discipline  in  the  army 
— of  La  FAYErrE,  to  command  where  caution  was  necessary  to 
avoid  a  regular  action  with  a  foe  greatly  superior  to  him  in 
numbers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  when  spirit  was  necessary  to 
keep  him  in  check, — and,  finally,  his  choice  of  Gkeene,  to  take 
command  of  the  Southern  army,  to  restore  their  courage  and 
rekindle  their  expiring  efforts.  All  of  which  notices  proclaim 
a  genius  of  superior  cast ;  a  penetration  rarely  equalled.  Of 
neglect,  then,  I  shall  scarcely  be  accused,  where  such  proof  has 
been  given,  that  no  man,  in  a  higher  degree,  knew  how  justly 
to  appreciate  the  exalted  talents  and  virtues  of  the  immortal 
Washington. 


PENNSYLVANIA  OFFICERS. 

Biographical  sketches  of  the  superior  officei-s  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  have  been  so  skilfully  drawn  l)y  their  immediate 
friends  and  contemporaries,  that  any  additional  notice  uf  their 
services  from  my  pen,  might  appear  superfluous.  To  the  Gen- 
erals, Butleb,  Walter  Stuakt,  Sinclair  and  Wayne,  I  had 
the  honour   to    be    personally   known,  aiul   was   immediately 
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under  the  coiuiimiid  of  tlie  last,  when,  at  the  period  of  its  evacu- 
ation by  the  British,  he  took  posriesnion  of  Charleston.  General 
Bntler,  was,  from  the  coniiiK'nccuieiit  to  tlie  end  of  his  military 
career,  considered  as  an  officer  of  superior  talent.  Much  of  the 
celebrity  of  Morgan's  Rifle  Regiment,  (declared  by  General 
Bnrgoyne,  to  be  the  finest  marksmen  in  the  world,)  wiis  de- 
rived from  his  skill  in  training,  and  example  hi  leading  them 
to  victory.  Walter  Stuart,  an  Irishman  by  birth,  was  enthu- 
siastically devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  sui>porfe(l  it  with 
the  characteristic  bravery  of  his  countrymen.  Sinclauj,  pos- 
sessed all  the  requisite  qualities  for  command,  and  had  he  been 
properly  supported,  would  never  have  suffered  the  British  to 
boast  the  triumphs,  which  crowned  the  early  progress  of  their 
army,  led  on  by  Bin-goyne.  Wayne,  was  a  complete  soldier, 
delighting  in  enterprize,  intelligent  in  all  emergencies  in  the 
perception  of  his  duties,  intrepid  in  the  discharge  of  them. 
Such,  indeed,  was  his  chivalrous  gallantry,  that  anticipations 
of  success  were  always  cherished  by  the  soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand, and  led  by  Mad  Antlumy,  (the  name  by  which  he  was 
designated,)  the  order  to  engage  the  enemy,  was  considered 
as  a  prelude  to  victory.  Bold  in  all  his  efforts  to  compel  his 
enemy  to  submission,  his  moderation  in  the  hour  of  triumph, 
was  exenqilarv.  At  Stmiey  Point,  as  soon  as  resistance  ceased, 
there  was  an  end  to  slaughter,  and  it  certainly  redounds  to  his 
honour,  when  the  hope  of  concpiest  was  relinquished  by  the 
British,  aitd  a  disposition  was  manifested  to  quit  our  shores, 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  unnecessary  waiite  of  lives,  and  pre- 
ferring negotiation  to  actual  hostility,  acceded  to  the  proposals 
of  the  Generals  Clarke  and  Leslik,  and  took  possession,  both 
of  Savannah  and  Charleston,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 


GENERAL  WILLIAM  IRVINE. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  notice  an  officer  of  pecidiar  merit,  whose 
claims  to  applause  have  never,  in  my  opinion,  been  sufficiently 
appreciated.  I  allude  to  General  Wm.  Irvine,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land.    He  received  w  hile  a  student  at  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
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through  the  iiitlueiicc  uf  a  hidv  of  ((luility,  a  (•oiiiniisbiuii  in  a 
Regiment  of  Dragoons,  but  meeting  witli  injustice  in  a  contest 
witli  a  l)rothcr  officer,  relative  to  rank,  lie  gave  in  his  resigna- 
tion, and  assiduously  applying  himself  to  the  medical  profession, 
was  appointed  a  Surgeon  in  the  Navy,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity till  tlie  peace  of  17(53.  A  strong  attachment  to  Amer- 
ica, contracted  in  the  coiii'se  of  service,  causing  him  to  emigrate 
to  Pennsylvania,  in  1764,  he  settled  at  Carlisle,  and  with  great 
advantage  to  the  pidjlic,  and  <;redit  to  himself,  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  physic.  The  contest  with  (^reat  Britain  connnenc- 
ing  in  177+,  he  engaged  with  ardent  zeal,  in  the  service  of  his 
adopted  country,  and  after  having  essentially  contributed  to 
the  dissemination  of  jjure  and  genuine  principles  of  liberty 
among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  inducing  Pennsvlvania  cordiallv 
to  join  the  Union,  tor  the  sup])ort  of  the  just  rights  of  America, 
accepted  the  command  of  a  Regiment,  and  marched  at  its  head 
into  Canada.  An  unsuccessful  attack  upon  the  van  of  the  ene- 
my's army,  at  the  village  of  Trois  Revieres,  was  the  occasion  of 
his  absence  for  a  considerable  period,  from  military  service; 
for,  the  corps  in  which  he  served,  under  (ieneral  Thompson, 
being  defeated,  he  became  a  prisoner.  The  conduct  of  SirUuy 
Carlton,  to  the  captive  otHcers  of  the  American  army,  has  been 
generally  and  deser\edly  applauded,  but  towards  Colonel  Ir- 
vine, it  was  inHexibly  severe,  whether  from  caprice,  or  from  an 
opinion,  that,  he,  who  had  once  served  under  the  British  ban- 
ners, should,  under  no  circumstances,  have  drawn  his  sword  in 
opposition  to  them,  is  imcertain.  But,  the  indulgences  granted 
to  others,  were  denied  to  him  ;  his  side-arms  were  taken  from 
him,  and  so  many  inqiediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  his  libera- 
tion, that  it  was  not  till  the  year  177f<,  that  his  exchange  could 
be  effected. 

lie  then  took  the  connnand  of  the  2d  Pennsylvania  Bri- 
gade, and  rejidered  essential  service  at  the  head  of  it,  till  de- 
tached in  1781,  to  Pittsburg,  to  protect  it,  being  charged  at  the 
same  time  with  the  defence  of  the  North-Western  frontier, 
threatened  by  the  British  and  Indians,  with  invasion.  His 
pi'udence,  while  etigaged  in  this  important  service,  cannot  be 
too  highly    commended.     By  his    moderation    he  effectually 
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quieted  tlie  differences  existino;  between  tiie  States  of  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  liv  attention  to  tlie  discipline  of  corps 
which  he  commanded,  and  indefatiijalile  (-are  in  collecting  i)ro- 
vision,  niilitarv  stores,  and  every  reijnisite  for  defence,  in  all 
probability  saved    Pittsbnrg  from   a  similar  (-alaniity  to  that 
which  fell  so  heavily  on  the  settlement  at  Wyoming.       lie  was 
snbsecinently  highly  instnimental  in  bringing  to  reason  the  dis- 
affected in  what  has  been  called  the  Whiskey  Insnrrection,  and 
tinally  closed  his  life  of  usefnlness,  in    1S()4,  in  the  sixty-third 
year  of  his  age,  performing,  at  that  period,  the  duties  of  Super- 
intendent of  Military  Stores,  and  acting  as  President  of  the 
State  Society  of  Ciincinnati.     I  shall  only  add,  in  contirmatioii 
of  my  own  sentiments,  the  opinion  of  the  (General,  forwarded 
to  me  from  the  pen  of  an  inestinial)le  friend.*  who  enjoyed  his 
confidence,  and  served  for  several  years  in  ids  family,  as  his  aid- 
de-camp.     "  In  spite  of  the  indignities  heaped  on  him  by  Gen- 
eral Carlton,  he  never  failed  to  speak  with  high  commendation 
of  his  military  talents,  declaring,  that  although  we  owed  mucli 
to  the  blunders  of  their  (ienerals,  in  the  achievement  of  our  In- 
dependence, we  owed  still   more  to  the   British  Minister,  who 
superceded  Carlton  in  command,  giving  the  conduct  of  the  war 
to  a  leader  of  very  inferior  ability.     To  General  Washington, 
I  knew  him  to  be  devoted,  and  on  the  best  grounds  assert,  that 
the  reciprocity  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Commander-in- 
chief,  was  as  tlatteriiig  to  General  Irvine,  as  he  could  have 
wished.   .  In   Council,  his  sentiments  were  generally  a])proved 
and  considered  as  orthodox.     lie   was   not   a   man  of  many 
words,  but  he  wi'ote  well.     In  his  habits  and  maimers,  he  ap- 
\>e&,rQi\  forbidding  and  austere,  but  under  that  exterior  possessed 
unbounded   benevolence,  and   executed  all   the  duties  of  his 
station  as  Commander  of  the  2d  Pennsylvania   Hrigade,  with 
unremitted  industry,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  serving  un- 
der his  authority.     The  simplicity  of  his  fare,  (while  the  ta])les 
of  other  (icnerals  were  abundantly  sui)i)lied)  coiiteuting  him- 
self with  bread  iuid  milk,  or,  perchance,  a  salt  herring,  was  be- 
lieved   by  many  to  proceed  from  extreme    ])arsimony,  but   I 
knew  the  contrary.     He  was   the   declared    friend    of  temper- 

*  Major  Gibbon,  of  Richmond. 
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ance,  and  well  knew,  that  example  in  recommending  it,  wonld 
have  far  greater  influence  than  precept,  snperadded  to  which, 
it  was  his  decided  opinion,  that  the  fare  of  the  officer  should 
not  be  of  a  superior  quality  to  that  of  the  soldier,  with  equal 
ardour,  contending  for  the  liberties  of  his  ('ountrv.  In  short, 
should  I  become  his  biographer,  I  would  proclaim  him,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  possession  of  great  strength  of  mind — brave, 
patriotic,  persevering,  liberal,  and  humane.  Need  there  more 
be  said,  to  portray  the  distinguished  Soldier  {  Certainly  not." 
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''•'... 


ALLEN  M'LEAN,  OF  DELAWARE. 

J  KNOW  of  no  individual,  of  liis  rank  in  the  army,  wlio  en- 
ijaged  in  isndi  a  variety  of  jjerilous  adventures,  or  wiio,  so  in- 
varibly  brouglit  them  to  a  liappy  issue,  as  Allen  M'Lean.  A 
brief  statement  of  his  services,  will  best  demonstrate  his  merits 
as  a  soldier,  and  claims  to  pulilic  favour  as  a  zealous  and  inflex- 
ible patriot.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  he 
possessed  a  (!omfortal)le  inde])endency,  holdin*;:  in  the  city  of 
Philadel))hia,  in  iioiises  and  lots,  jiroperty,  equal  in  value  to 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  tlie  whole  of  which  he  sacrificed  in  the 
service  of  his  country.  At  tiie  very  conmienceinent  of  hostili- 
ties, we  find  him  stei)pin(>'  forward  as  a  volunteer.  Persuaded, 
from  the  ardent  temper  and  sti'onj;  prejudices  of  Lord  Dun- 
more,  that  an  a])|)peal  to  arms  would  speedily  occur  m  Vir- 
ginia, he  particularly  directed  his  attention  to  that  (juarter,  and 
witnessed  the  repulse  of  the  British  at  the  (xreat  Bridge.  This 
early  dawn  of  success  giving  increase  to  his  military  ardour, 
his  utmost  efforts  were  exerted  to  fit  himself  foi-  commaud,  and 
in  1775,  a  lieutenant's  commission  was  presented  to  him,  in  a 
Militia  Regiment,  connnauded  by  the  lion.  Caesar  Rodney,  of 
Delaware.  Li  1776,  he  joined  the  army  under  (Teneral  Wash- 
ington, near  New-York.  The  i)attle  of  Long  Island  speedily 
occurring,  afforded  an  opportunity,  which  he  eagerly  embraced 
to  ac(|uire  distinction.  Observing  the  exjyosed  situation  of  a 
Eritisii  party,  he  obtained  from  Lord  Sterling  tiie  aid  of  a 
small  detachment  from  the  Delaware  Regiment,  made  a  lieu- 
tenant and  eighteen  i)rivates,  ])risoners,  and  though  surrounded 
by  the  enemy,  led  them  off  in  safety,  lie  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  the  AVhite  Plains — witnessed  the  capture  of  the 
Hessians  at  Ti'enton,  and  at  Princeton,  by  his  good  conduct 
and  exemplary  gallantry,  so  particularly  attracted  the  attention 
of  General    Washington,  as  to  be  innnediately  appointed  to  a 
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Captaincy  in  a  Continental  Regiment. — Sent  into  Delaware  to 
recruit,  lie  speedily  rejoined  the  army  witli  ninety-fonr  men, 
raised  at  his  own  expense,  every  sliilling  of  the  bonnty-money 
being  drawn  from  his  pocket. 

On  the  march  of  the  British  army  from  the  head  of  Elk,  the 
particular  duty  assigned  him  was,  to  aimoy  them,  which  he  did 
with  effect,  Imt  at  the  expense  of  a  lieutenant  killed,  and  a 
considerable  number  of  his  men.  Philadelphia  being  possessed 
by  the  British,  after  the  battles  of  Braiulywine  and  Germaii- 
town,  the  important  duty  was  assigned  to  him  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief, to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  to 
protect  the  whig  iidia!)itants,  (as  much  as  ])racticable)  residing 
near  the  lines,  and  to  prevent  the  disaffected  from  carrying 
supplies  to  the  city.  The  results  evinced  the  prudence  of  the 
measure.  M'Lean  was  vigilant  and  active,  and  remarkably 
prudent,  though  possessed  of  the  most  dauntless  intrepidity. 
On  the  very  first  night  of  service,  he  took  three  spies,  fifteen 
British  soldiers  who  had  quitted  the  city  in  search  of  plunder, 
and  twelve  tories,  carrying  in  snp]>lies  to  the  enemy.  A  dis- 
covery of  the  higliest  importance  innnediately  followed.  On 
the  3d  of  December,  1777.  intelligence  was  communicated  to 
him  by  a  female,  who,  under  some  frivolous  ])retext.  had  j)assed 
the  British  lines,  "that  tlie  enemy  were  to  leave  tlie  city  on 
the  ensuing  night,  in  hopes  to  surprise  the  Camp  of  General 
Washington,  at  AVhite  Marsh."  Prompt  in  comnnmicating 
this  information  to  the  Conmiandei'-in-cliief,  his  innnediate 
care  was  to  intercept  the  progi-ess  of  the  foe.  A  position  was 
accordingly  taken  near  Germantown  ;  when,  so  well-directed  a 
fire  was  opened  upon  their  front,  that  the  British,  supposing  a 
considerable  force  at  hand,  desisted  in  the  attempt  to  proceed 
further,  and  innnediately  formed  a  line  of  battle.  Ilecovering, 
however,  from  their  first  surprize,  they  moved  on  in  three  col- 
umns, and  alxuit  day-dawn  appeared  in  front  of  the  American 
encampment. — -For  two  days  they  occupied  this  position,  when 
Gen.  Morgan,  driving  m  their  pickets  on  the  right,  and  Gen- 
eral Washington,  making  arrangements  for  a  general  attack, 
they  struck  their  tents  and  precipitately  returned  to  the  city. 

The  service  rendered  to  the  Marquis  Do  La  Fayette,  in  the 
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following  iiiontli  of  May,  was  no  less  important.  Kntnisted  by 
General  Wasliiiiirton  with  a  separate  conmiand,  tliat  as})iring 
soldier  had  taken  post  at  Barren  llill  Church.  A  traitor  giv- 
ing intelligence  of  his  situation  to  General  Howe,  tiie  Generals, 
Grant  and  Erf^kine,  with  tive  tlionsand  ])icked  men,  were  or- 
dered to  gain  his  rear;  while  (Jeneral  Grey,  marched  forward 
to  attack  him  in  front,  and  prevent  his  crossing  the  Schuylkill. 
The  (7i})ture  of  two  <Trenadiers  brought  to  MM.ean  the  tirst  in- 
telligence of  the  movement,  which  left  no  doubt  on  his  mind, 
but  that  to  strike  at  the  Manjuis,  was  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion. Grant,  accomplished  his  object,  but  finding  his  troops 
much  fatigued  by  a  night-march  of  twenty  miles  in  a  few 
hours,  thought  proper  to  wait  the  approach  of  (-rrey.  M'Lean 
reached  Barren  Hill  about  day-break,  and  imparted  his  appre- 
hensions to  (General  La  Fayette,  who  could  scarcely  credit  the 
rej)ort :  but  it  was  si)eedily  confirmed  from  many  quarters,  and 
particularly  by  Captain  Stone,  of  the  Militia,  who,  hearing  the 
British  as  they  pttssed  his  dwelling,  leaped  from  a  window,  and 
ran  naked  across  the  country  towards  Barren  Hill,  till  perfectly 
exhausted,  he  met  a  friend,  who  took  up  the  report  and  s|)eedi- 
ly  conveyed  it  to  the  Manjuis.  There  was  no  time  for  deliber- 
ation. The  army  was  immediately  led  across  the  river  at 
Marston's  Ford.  But,  had  Grant,  in  the  first  instance,  pushed 
forward  and  occupied  the  strong  grounds  at  the  Ford,  it  is  pre- 
sumable that  the  command  of  the  Marquis,  not  half  as  nmuer- 
ous  as  liis  own,  must  have  surrendered,  or  l)een  destroyed. 

While  General  Washington  lay  at  Valley  Forge,  M'Lean 
passed  into  the  State  (^f  Delaware  by  his  order,  and  rendered 
essential  service  by  collecting  supplies  for  tlie  army,  which 
could  not  otherwise  have  been  obtained,  llesmuing  his  com- 
mand f)efore  Philadel])hia,  in  1778,  he  never  failed  to  vex  and 
harra,ss  the  enemy,  till  they  evacuated  the  city,  and  hanging 
on  their  rear  at  the  moment  of  eud)arkation,  made  one  captain, 
a  provost-marshall,  three  sergeants,  two  corporals,  and  thirty- 
four  privates,  prisoners.  During  their  retreat  through  the 
Jerseys,  he  never  ceased  to  annoy  them,  and  by  his  activity  at 
Monmouth,  gave  increase  to  his  well-earned  reputation. 

He  served  under  Major  Lee,  both  at  the  reduction  of  Paulas 
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Hook,  at  which  last  iiaiued  post,  fifty  prisoners  were  taken, 
and  a  gang  of  counterfeiters,  wiio  had  imitated  the  Continental 
money,  so  exactly,  that  at  the  treasury  the  false  could  not  be 
distinguished  from  the  genuine  bills. 

His  conduct  at  the  reduction  of  Stoney  Point,  deserves  to  be 
more  particularly  mentioned.  Being  ordered  with  a  flag  of 
truce,  to  conduct  a  Mrs.  Smith  to  the  jjost  at  Stoney  Point, 
that  lady  having  quitted  it  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  some 
necessaries  to  her  sons  in  New-York  ;  lie  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  a  simple  countrynnin,  and  being  politely  received  by 
the  ]5ritisli  otticers,  did  not  fail,  while  conversing  with  them, 
to  examine  with  a  soldier's  eye,  the  strength  of  the  position, 
and  the  points  at  M'hich  it  would  be  assailable,  with  the  Itest 
prospects  of  success.  His  split  shirt,  and  ritle  accoutrements, 
appear  to  have  ]>articularly  attracted  tlie  attention  of  a  young 
officer,  who  said  to  him — "  Well  Captain,  what  do  you  think  of 
our  fortress — is  it  strong  enough  to  keep  Mister  Washington 
out?"  "  I  know  nothing  of  these  matters,"  replied  M'Lean,  "  I 
am  but  a  M'oodsman,  and  can  only  use  my  rifle;  but,  I  guess 
the  General  (not  Mister  Washington,  if  you  please)  would  l)e 
likely  to  think  a  bit,  before  he  would  run  his  head  against  such 
works  as  the.se.  If  I  was  a  General,  sure  I  am  that  I  would 
not  attempt  to  take  it,  though  I  had  fifty  thousand  men.'" 
— "And  if,"  rejoined  the  officer,  "General  Washington,  since 
you  insist  on  his  being  styled  General,  should  ever  have  the 
presumption  to  attempt  it,  he  will  have  cause  to  rue  his  rash- 
ness, for  this  post  is  the  Gibralter  of  America,  and  defended  by 
British  vahjur,  must  be  deemed  impregnable." — "No  doultt, 
no  doul)t,"  replied  M'Lean,  "but,  trust  me,  we  are  not  such 
dolts  as  to  attempt  impossibilities,  so  tliat,  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  you  may  slee])  in  security."  On  the  night  sul)se- 
quent  to  tiiis  conversation,  tiie  post  was  attacked  and  carried. 
Colonel  M'Lean  assured  me,  that  when  recognized  by  the  offi- 
cer, it  would  have  been  impossible  to  give  a  just  idea  of  his 
surprise  and  confusion.  The  folly  of  his  former  boasting,  ap- 
peared to  rush  on  his  mind  with  a  peculiarly  distressing  ett'ect, 
and  he  hastily  retired,  overwhelmed  with  shame  and  mortifica- 
tion. 
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III  June,  1781,  entrusted  with  despatches  of  the  liighest  im- 
portance by  General  Washington,  to  tlie  Count  de  Grasse,  he 
took  the  command  of  tiic  Marines  on  hoard  of  the  ship  Con- 
gress, mounting  twenty  gims,  and  one  liundred  and  forty  men, 
and  arrived  at  Cape  Fran^ais  in  July ;  there  he  found  the 
Count  holding  a  Council  of  War,  the  object  of  which  was,  to 
iix  on  proper  measures  for  an  immediate  attack  on  the  Island 
of  Jamaica.  But,  before  any  definite  arrangements  could  be 
made,  the  presence  of  M'Lean  was  called  for,  that  he  might  l)e 
examined  relative  to  the  preparations  made  in  America,  for  a 
combined  attack  by  the  Allies  and  American  army,  on  the 
British  force  in  the  Chesapeake.  To  the  interrogatories  pro- 
posed, he  gave  snch  satisfactory  answers,  and  developed  such 
cheering  prospects  of  success,  that  he  was  informed  by  the 
Coimt,  soon  as  the  Council  broke  up,  that  he  would  immediately 
proceed  to  America,  and  act  as  circumstances  might  require, 
until  the  Imrricane  months  shoidd  have  passed  over.  Return- 
ing home  with  this  pleasing  intelligence,  the  Congress  fell  in 
with  the  British  sloop  of  war  Savage,  of  twenty  guns,  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  men,  engaged  her,  and  after  a  desper- 
ate action  of  five  glasses,  succeeded  in  ca))turing  lier.  The 
Congress  lost  her  boatswain,  carpenter,  two  master's  mates,  and 
fifteen  of  her  crew  ;  the  Savage,  her  sailing  master,  two  mid- 
shipmen, and  twenty-five  of  her  crew.  The  victory,  so  honour- 
able to  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  was  attributed,  in  a  great 
degree,  to.  the  constant  and  well-directed  fire  of  the  marines. 

He  was  next  ordered  to  take  post  near  Sandy  Hook,  and  be- 
ing furnished  with  a  barge  to  visit  Long  Island,  was  directed 
to  communicate  with  pei-sons  from  New-York,  and  having  re- 
ceived from  them  the  private  signals  of  the  British  fleet  sailing 
for  the  Chesapeake,  for  the  relief  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  returned 
to  the  Jersey  shore,  embarked  in  a  pilot-boat,  and  delivered 
them  safely  to  the  Count  de  Grasse.  He  then  took  his  station 
on  the  lines  before  York,  till  the  garrison  surrendered. 

I  could  detail  many  other  anecdotes  relative  to  M'Lean, 
but  what  I  have  already  written,  is,  in  my  estimation,  amply 
sufficient  to  prove,  that  he  was  much  relied  on  for  his  judgment, 
courage  and  integrity ;  that  he  retained  the  confidence  of  the 

10 
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Oommander-iii-eliief,  the  Board  of  War,  and  the  General  offi- 
cers he  acted  witli,  to  tlie  end ;  that  he  was  in  all  the  principal 
battles  fought  in  the  States  of  New-York,  ]^ew-Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland,  and  Virginia;  that  he  served  his  country 
faithfully  on  water  as  well  as  land ;  and,  that  although  fre- 
quently contending  with  superior  nnnihers,  and  exposed  to 
every  ])eril,  he  still  extricated  heniself  from  difficulty,  by  the 
superiority  of  his  courage  and  presence  of  mind,  with  distin- 
guished eclat. 

I  annex  a  copy  of  the  Certificate  of  Service,  presented  to 
him  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  bj'  General  Washington  : — 

"  Allen  M'Lean,  Esq.,  was  appointed  a  Captai?i,  in  one  of 
the  additional  Continental  Regiments  of  foot,  in  1777,  and  by 
activity  and  industiy,  soon  joined  the  army,  with  a  Free  Com- 
pany, lie  commanded  a  party  of  observation,  under  my  in- 
structions, until  July,  1779,  when  he  was  annexed,  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress,  to  Major  Lee's 
Legion,  to  command  the  Lifantrv.  From  the  certificate,  which 
Major  M'Lean  is  possessed  of,  it  appears  that  he  was  early  act- 
ive in  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  from  the  time  of  his  join- 
ing the  (^)ntinental  army,  I  can  testify,  that  he  distinguished 
himself  highly,  as  a  brave  and  enterj)rising  officer.  Previously 
to  the  siege  of  York,  he  was  employed  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  British  army,  near  New- York,  as  well  as  in  Virginia,  and 
was  entrusted  with  despatches  of  the  first  importance  to  His 
Excellency,  Count  De.  Grasse,  which  connnission  he  executed 
with  great  celerity,  and  was  afterwards  very  serviceable  in  re- 
connoitering  and  bringing  intelligence  of  the  strength  and  dis- 
position of  the  British  army  and  fleet  in  the  Chesapeake. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Rocky  Hill,  near  Prince- 
ton, November  4th,  17S3. 

(iEOKGE  WASHINGTON." 

On  one  occasion,  doing  duty  near  the  British  lines,  finding 
his  horse  greatly  fatigued,  and  liimself  much  in  want  of  rest 
and  refreshment,  he  was  retiring  towards  Germantown,  when 
the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared  in  view,  and  advancing  with  a 
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rapidity  that  threatened  to  cut  off  the  possibility  of  a  retreat. 
Tlie  Coinniander  of  tlie  Britisli  forces,  percciviuj;  tiiat  pursuit 
as  a  body  would  impede  the  celerity  of  uiovenieut,  essential  to 
su(!ces8,  selected  two  of  his  best  mounted  troopere,  and  ordered 
them  to  continue  the  chase,  and  use  every  possible  exertion  to 
make  him  their  prisoner.  The  tii-st  of  these  approaching;  very 
near,  called  to  M'Lean  bj^  name,  and  ordered  him  to  surrender, 
but  he,  preservinnj  his  presence  of  mind,  drew  forth  the  only 
pistol  he  po.ssessed,  and  leveling  it  with  effect,  laid  his  adver- 
sary prostrate  in  the  dust.  The  second  now  coming  up,  was, 
in  turn,  eagerly  charged,  and  being  struck  from  his  horse  by 
the  butt-end  of  the  pistol  that  had  disabled  his  (companion,  was 
incapacitated  from  using  any  further  exertion.  M'Lean,  cx)n- 
tinuing  his  route,  sought  shelter  in  a  swamp,  where  he  re- 
mained in  security,  till  the  evening  afforded  him  an  opjwrtu- 
nity  of  rejoining  his  command." 

My  wish  on  tlie  [)resent  ocjcasiou  is,  to  speak  only  of  the  oc- 
currences of  the  Revolutionary  war,  but  I  have  in  my  pos^ 
session,  an  interesting  memoir  from  the  pen  of  Colonel  M'Lean, 
relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Armj'  before  Washington, 
when  taken  and  pillaged  by  Ross,  the  British  General,  that 
tills  me  both  with  grief  and  astonishment.  Briefly  to  notice 
it,  the  (Jolonel  says : — 

"All  was  confusion — nothing  like  spirit — nothing  like  suV 
ordination — univei-sal  complaint  for  the  want  of  food,  the  Mili- 
tia going  off  in  every  directi<m  to  seek  it.  Men,  badly  aruicd, 
being,  in  many  instances,  without  flints  in  their  nniskets,  and 
so  completely  without  discipline,  as  to  exhibit  a  far  greater  re- 
semblance to  an  armed  inob,  than  an  organized  army.  I  most 
religiously  believe,  that  if  1  had  been  at  the  head  of  three  hun- 
dred men,  such  as  I  led  on  to  the  attack  of  Paulus  Hook,  or 
such  as  I  had  under  my  command,  during  the  war  of  our  Li- 
dependence,  I  should  have  defeated  (reneral  Ross,  when  he 
pressed  General  Winder  over  the  Eastern  Branch.  Confldent 
I  am,  that  the  enemy  would  never  have  reached  Washington, 
and  America  been  spared  the  disgrace  of  beholding  the  British 
triumphantly  possessing  the  Capitol." 
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GENERAL  ANDREW  PICKENS. 

The  following  instance  of  cool  and  deliberate  heroism,  is 
given  as  illustrative  of  the  militarv  character  of  one  of  our  dis- 
tinguished  partizan  officere — General  Andrew  Pickens.  Ow- 
ing to  the  rude  and  wild  state  of  the  back  country,  in  the  Rev- 
olution, our  Heroes  of  that  section  of  country  have  not  been  as 
honourably  known  to  posterity  as  they  deserve.  I  am  grati- 
tied  that  it  has  been  put  in  our  power,  by  the  politeness  of  a 
friend,  on  whose  information  the  most  complete  reliance  can  be 
placed,  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  obscurity  of  those  times 
and  transactions. 

"  In  September,  1776,  General  Andrew  Pickens,  being  then 
a  Major,  belonged  to  an  army  of  tM'o  thousand  men,  composed 
of  Regulars  and  Militia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Williamson, 
which  was  sent  on  an  expedition  against  the  Cherokees,  who 
had  been  instigated  by  the  British  emissaries,  to  wage  a  war 
of  extermination  against  the  frontier  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
try, now  composing  Abbeville,  Laurens  and  Spartanburgh 
Districts.  When  this  army  had  i)roceeded  into  the  Indian 
country,  as  far  as  the  upper  part  of  what  is  now  Pickens  Dis- 
trict, it  was  halted  for  a  day  or  two,  either  for  rest  or  to  gain 
intelligence.  During  this  time.  Major  Pickens  obtained  per- 
mission to  take  twenty-five  choice  men,  to  scout  and  reconnoi- 
tre the  adjacent  country.  He  had  not  proceeded  more  than 
two  miles,  when,  early  in  the  morning,  after  crossing  a  stream, 
now  called  Little  River,  in  passing  through  an  old  Indian  Held, 
ii\ous  the  mar<irin  of  the  stream,  which  was  covered  with  a 
thick  grass,  four  or  five  feet  high,  more  than  two  Imndred  In- 
dians, painted  for  war  in  the  most  hideous  maimer,  were  seen 
rushing  down  the  point  of  a  ridge,  directly  upon  them,  with 
their  guns  swinging  in  their  left  hands,  and  their  tomahawks 
raised  in  their  right :  their  leader  animating  and  exhorting 
them  not  to  fire  a  gun,  but  to  tomahawk  the  white  men,  for 
they  were  but  a  handful.     Brennan,  a  half-breed,  was  one  of 
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the  twenty -five,  and  lie,  understanding  tliein,  told  what  they 
said.  Major  Pickens  and  all  his  j)art_v  were  on  foot,  and  he, 
as  well  as  every  other,  had  his  trusty  rifle,  lie  ordered  his 
men  not  to  fire  until  he  did,  to  take  deliherate  aim,  and  tire 
two  at  a  time  in  succession,  and  to  fall  in  the  grass  and  load. 
Brennan  was  by  his  side  in  front,  and  wlien  the  Indian  chief 
approached  within  about  twenty-five  yards,  lie  and  Brennan 
fired,  and  two  Indians  fell  ;  the  fire  of  his  other  men  was  in 
succession,  as  directed,  and  equally  effective.  This  invincible 
finnness,  in  so  small  a  band,  astonished  and  struck  terror  into 
the  savage  ranks,  and  they  immediately  recoiled  upon  each 
other,  dro])j)ed  tlieir  tomahawks,  aiui  resorting  to  their  guns, 
gradually  fell  back,  and  were  picked  out  at  leisure  by  the  steady 
and  unerring:  aim  of  this  small  baud  of  firm  Militia.  After 
the  first  or  second  fire,  Brennan  was  shot  down.  But  few 
were  killed  or  wounded  of  the  whites ;  if  they  had  not  been 
brave  men,  and  true,  not  one  would  have  escaped.  Major 
Pickens,  in  loading  in  a  hurry,  soon  choaked  his  gun,  when  he 
picked  up  Brennan 's  and  continued  to  use  it  while  the  Indians 
were  in  reach.  How  many  of  them  were  killed,  could  not  be 
known,  as  the  Indians,  in  those  times,  always  carried  ofi'  their 
dead,  whenever  they  could,  to  prevent  their  enemies  from  ac- 
quiring their  savage  trophy,  the  scalp  ;  luit,  it  was  believed  a 
great  number  were  killed,  in  ]iro]iortion  to  the  number  of  com- 
batants opposed  to  them. 

During,  the  action,  one  of  the  men  observed  that  there  was 
a  constant  tiring  from  behind  a  tree-root,  and  watching  his  op- 
portuiiitv  when  its  oc('U])aiit  had  to  exjjose  himself  to  take  aim, 
shot  him  in  the  hoiul.and  when  one  of  his  comrades  had  taken 
u])  the  dea<l  body,  and  was  making  ofi'  with  it,  shot  him  also, 
with  as  much  coolness,  as  if  he  was  shooting  at  a  tai'get,  and 
they  fell,  one  upon  the  other.  The  firing  was  heard  at  Wil- 
liamson's camp,  when  Major  Pickens'  youngest  lu'other,  Joseph, 
(killed  at  the  Siege  of  '96,)  who  was  a  Captain,  immediately 
summoned  his  followei-s,  and  hastened  to  his  brother's  assist- 
ance. But,  before  he  could  reach  him,  the  Indians  were  beaten 
back,  dispersing,  and  fieeing  to  the  neighbouring  mountains. 
Captain  Pickens,  wae  a  man  of  great  animation  and  zeal,  and 
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was  often  bold  and  loud  in  hit;  abuse  and  erimination  of  men, 
who  were  tardy  in  tlieir  movements  for  tlie  deliverance  of  his 
brother,  accusing  them  of  cowardice,  but  Major  Pickens  paci- 
fied and  rebuked  him  for  his  warmth." 


BOYD'S  DEFEAT  AT  KETTLE  CREEK. 

The  successes  of  the  Britisli  in  Georgia,  had  great  influence 
in  arousing  the  hostile  spirit  of  the  tories  in  the  upper  districts 
of  South-Carolina,  which  had  been  smothered,  but  not  extin- 
guished. They  had  been  encouraged  to  embody  themselves, 
and  cross  the  Savannah  River,  where  tliey  were  told,  that  by 
uniting  themselves  to  the  British  Regulai-s,  so  great  a  superi- 
ority of  force  would  be  obtained,  as  to  render  resistance  to  the 
Royal  Govei-nment  abortive,  and  extinguish  every  symptom  of 
rebellion.  A  Colonel  Boyd,  a  man  of  some  influence,  who  had 
been  eftectually  tampered  with,  undertook  to  be  their  leader, 
and  actually  marched  some  hundreds  of  them  across  tlie  (.'hero- 
kee  Ford,  into  Georgia.  A  more  motly  crew  were  never  col- 
lected, being  composed  chiefly  of  persons  distinguished  by  their 
crimes,  and  inflnitely  more  anxious  to  plunder,  and  appropri- 
ate whatever  of  value  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  to  their 
own  use,  than  to  promote  the  good  of  the  cause,  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Monarch,  they  })rofessed  to  admire  and  to  serve. 
Colonel  Pickens,  always  on  tlie  alert,  collected  about  three 
hundred  well-afl'ected  Militia,  and  immediately  followed  in  pur- 
suit. They  had  gained  little  or  no  advantage  when  he  over- 
took them  at  Kettle  Creek,  where  he  attacked  them  with  such 
impetuosity  that  after  losing  forty  men,  they  became  panic- 
struck,  and  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving  the  whigs  in  posses- 
sion of  the  battle-ground,  and  all  the  spoils  collected  on  their 
march.  Had  they  successfully  joined  their  allies,  there  is  no 
saying  where  the  mischief  would  have  ended;  for,  tliere  was 
an  abundance  of  inflammable  material  left  behind,  and  the  ex- 
ample of  Boyd,  might  speedily  have  been  followed  up.  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  of  revolt,  and  with  more  decided  effect. 
The  promptitude  of  Col.  Pickens,  therefore,  in  collecting  me!i. 
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and  i)riiin;iiig  the  coiiteiit  to  so  successful  an  issue,  does  liini 
great  lionour,  and  cannot  be  too  liiglil.y  commended.  The 
prisoners  taken  were  numerous,  and  seventy  of  tlieni  were  cou- 
demued  to  die  as  traitors,  but  mercy  tempered  the  exercise  of 
rigid  justice,  and  live  only  were  executed. 


COLONEL  I.  E.  HOWARD,  OF  MAEYLAND. 

Wlien  I  iirst  lieard  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Howard,  I  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  idea,  that  in  the  notice  taken  of 
his  services,  in  my  tii"st  series  of  Anecdotes,  I  had  in  no  degree 
bestowed  commendation  adequate  to  his  Tuerits.  But,  in  record- 
ing the  single  expression  of  Creneral  Greene,  "  Howard  w  as 
good  an  offi<:er  as  the  world  affords^''  I  am  satisfied  that  addi- 
tional encomium  is  altogether  unnecessary,  and  that  although 
I  miglit  write  volumes,  I  could  not  increase  his  claims  to  celeb- 
rity. It  will  not,  however,  be  amiss  to  state,  that  he  engaged 
in  the  military  service  of  his  country,  at  a  very  early  period  af- 
ter the  war  had  commenced,  and  while  attached  to  the  North- 
ern army,  was  present  at  the  battles  of  the  White  Plains,  of 
Germantown,  and  of  Monmontli.  But,  it  was  in  the  Cam- 
paigns of  the  South,  that  his  valour  and  skill  attained  the  acme 
of  perfection.  His  was  the  honour  of  having  first  broken  the 
line  of  tli,e  British  army  at  the  Cowpens,  by  a  charge  of  the 
y)ayonet ;  a  mode  of  warfare  employed  on  many  future  occa- 
sions, and  always  with  the  most  perfect  success.  Nor  were  his 
services  less  conspicuous  in  the  brilliant  actions  which  followed 
at  Guildford,  Hobkirk's  Hill,  and  Eutaw,  in  the  last  of  which, 
he  was  so  severely  wounded,  as  to  be  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  army.  Colonel  Howard,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  re- 
ceived every  honourable  appointment  in  the  Civil  Establish- 
ment, that  the  gratitude  of  his  State  co>ild  bestow.  When  the 
aggressions  of  France  occasioned  a  new  army  to  be  raised  for 
the  security  of  our  country,  he  received  from  the  Connnander- 
in-chief,  General  Washington,  who  knew  how  to  appreciate  his 
talents,  the  appointment  of  Brigadier  General,  which,  however. 
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he  was  compelled  to  decline.  I  shall  conclude  this  short  no- 
tice of  him,  bv  giving  a  hrief  account  of  the  battle  of  the  Cow- 
pens,  in  conformity  to  his  own  statement.  His  words  are 
these : — 

"  The  Militia  were  formed  in  front  of  me,  and  the  moment 
the  British  formed  their  line,  they  shouted  and  made  a  great 
noise  to  intimidate,  and  rushed  with  bayonets  upon  the  Mili- 
tia, who  had  not  time,  especially  tlia  ritiemen,  to  fire  a  second 
shot.  The  militia  fell  into  our  rear,  and  a  part  of  them  on  my 
right  flank,  where  they  afterwards  renewed  tlie  action.  The 
British  advanced  until  my  regiment  commenced  firing.  I  soon 
observed,  as  I  had  but  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
the  British  about  eight  laindred,  that  tlieir  line  extended  much 
farther  than  mine,  particularly  on  my  riglit,  where  they  were 
pressing  forward  to  gain  my  flank.  To  protect  it,  I  ordered 
the  company  on  my  right  to  change  its  front,  so  as  to  oppose 
the  enemy  on  that  flank.  Whether  my  orders  M'ere  not  well 
understood,  or  whether  it  proceeded  from  any  other  cause,  in 
attempting  this  movement,  some  disorder  ensued  in  this  com- 
pany, which  rather  fell  back  than  faced,  as  I  wished  them. 
The  rest  of  the  line,  expecting  that  a  retreat  was  ordered,  faced 
about  and  retreated,  but  in  perfect  order.  This  retreat  was 
accidental,  but  was  very  fortunate,  as  we  thereby  were  extrica- 
ted from  the  enemy.  As  soon  as  the  word  was  given  to  halt, 
and  face-about,  the  line  was  perfectly  formed  in  a  moment. 
The  enemy  pressed  upon  us  in  rather  disorder,  ex])ecting  the 
fate  of  the  day  was  decided.  Tliey  were,  by  this  time,  within 
thirty  yards  of  us,  with  two  fleld-pieces ;  my  men,  with  un- 
common coolness,  gave  them  an  unexpected  and  deadly  fire. 
Observing  that  this  fire  occasioned  some  disorder  in  them,  I 
ordered  a  charge,  which  was  executed  so  promptly,  that  they 
never  recovered.  When  I  came  up  to  the  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which  we  took,  I  saw  some  of  my  men  going  to  bayonet 
the  man  who  had  the  match.  He  refused  to  surrender  it,  and 
I  believe  he  woidd  have  suffered  himself  to  have  been  bayo- 
netted,  if  I  had  not  rescued  him,  rather  than  give  up  his 
match." 


EKVOLUTIONARY    ANKCDOTES.  83 

One  Anecdote  I  would  add,  wliich,  tliough  not  Revolutiona- 
ry, merits  to  be  recorded : — 

After  the  disasters  at  Washington,  when  the  city  of  Balti- 
more was  threatened,  with  the  immediate  horrors  of  war,  a 
suggestion  was  made  in  the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and 
Safety,  of  which  Colonel  Howard  was  a  member,  that  it  would 
be  the  best  course  for  the  city  to  capitulate.  He  indignantly 
opposed  the  very  mention  of  the  proposition,  declaring,  that 
though  the  bulk  of  his  property  was  at  stake,  and  he  had  four 
sons  in  the  field,  he  would  rather  behold  his  property  reduced 
to  ashes,  and  his  sons  weltering  in  their  blood,  than  witness 
the  adoption  of  a  measure,  so  disgraceful  to  the  honour  and 
character  of  his  country. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  State  of  South- Caro- 
lina, January  25,  1828. 

E.  S.  Davis,  of  Abbeville,  introduced  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  which  were  unanimously  adopted : — 

It  becomes  a  grateful  people  to  cherish  and  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  the  brave  and  the  good,  to  remember  with  gratitude 
their  services,  and  to  profit  by  their  bright  examples. 

The  heroic  band  of  the  Revolution,  who  fought  that  we 
might  enjoy  peace,  and  conquered  that  we  might  inherit  free- 
dom, deserve  the  highest  place  in  the  grateful  affections  of  a 
free  peoplfe. 

Amongst  the  master-spirits  who  battled  for  independence, 
we  are  to  remember  with  veneration  the  late  patriotic  and 
venerable  Colonel  John  Eaoek  Howard.  His  illustrious 
name  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  his  country's  suiferings 
and  the  annals  of  his  country's  triumphs.  In  the  day  of  peril 
and  of  doubt,  when  the  result  was  hid  in  clouds — when  the 
rocking  of  the  battlements  was  heard  from  Bunker's  Hill  to 
the  plains  of  Savannah — when  danger  was  every  where,  and 
when  death  mingled  in  the  conflict  of  the  warrior,  Howard 
still  clave  to  the  fortunes  of  the  struggling  republic.  Of  all 
the  characters  whom  the  days  of  trial  brought  forth,  few  are 
11 


84  KEVOLUTIONAKY  ANECDOTES. 

equal,  none  more  extraordinary.  He  was  his  country's  com- 
mon friend,  and  liis  country  owes  him  one  common  unextin- 
guishable  debt  of  gratitude.  South-CaroUna,  with  wliose  his- 
tory liis  name  is  identified,  is  proud  to  acknowledge  the  obli- 
gation. 

In  the  chivalrous  and  hazardous  operations  of  General  Greene 
in  South-Carolina,  Colonel  Howard  was  one  of  his  most  effi- 
cient ofhcers. 

On  a  certain  occasion,  that  experienced  General  declared, 
that  Howard  merited  a  monument  of  gold,  no  less  than  Ro- 
man or  Grecian  heroes.  At  the  battle  of  tlie  Cowpens,  says 
Lee,  he  seized  the  critical  moment,  and  turned  the  fortune  of 
the  day. 

At  Eutaw,  and  at  Camden,  he  led  tlic  intrepid  Maryland 
line  to  battle  and  to  glory. 

But,  in  the  course  of  human  mortality,  it  has  pleased  the  .VI- 
mighty  to  remove  liim  from  among  the  few  remaining  associ- 
ates of  his  youtli. 

Resoli'ed,  Therefore,  that  it  was  with  feelings  of  profound 
sorrow  and  regret,  that  South-Carolina  received  tlie  melan- 
choly intelligence  of  the  death  of  Colonel  John  Eager  Howard, 
of  Marviaiul. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  of  South-Carol in.i  can  never  forget 
tlie  distinguished  services  of  the  deceased. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Governor  be  recpiested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  these  proceedings  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  and 
to  the  familv  of  the  late  Colonel  Howard. 


JOSHUA  BARNEY,  OF  MARYLAND. 

It  gives  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  present  to  the  view  of  my 
readers,  a  sketcii  of  tiie  achievements  of  a  Revolutionary  officer, 
wliose  ardent  zeal,  unremitted  exertions,  and  exemplary  intre- 
])idity,  during  our  struggle  for  freedom,  were  rarely  equalled, 
and  certainly  never  surpassed.  Examples  of  heroic  valour  are 
more  efficacious  in  promoting  the  desire  to  emulate  them,  than 
the  most  animating  and  encouraging  precepts,  and  there  is  lit- 
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tie  (lonl)t  in  iny  iniiid,  hnt  tliat  the  cheering  iiifliiencei*  of  mag- 
naninious  daring,  displayed  by  several  young  and  inexperi- 
enced ofHcers,  in  our  first  contest  with  Britain,  liad  their  full 
effect  in  exalting,  to  the  sublimity  which  it  attained,  the  repu- 
tation of  our  Naval  Heroes  in  the  last.  For  undaunted  spirit 
— patience  under  the  pressure  of  adverse  fortune — active  en- 
terprize  in  the  pursuit  of  honour,  and  a  hai)py  talent  to  proiit 
by  favourable  occiuTences  to  attain  it,  I  never  knew  a  man,  who 
had  superior  c^laini  to  Captain  Harney.  A  brief  sketch  (and  I 
can  only  make  it  a  brief  one,  froTu  the  quantity  and  variety  of 
matter  relative  to  our  Revolution,  in  possession)  will  afford  am- 
ple proof,  of  the  correctness  of  my  assertion.  Shewing  an  ar- 
dent desire  to  engage  in  a  seafaring  life,  his  father,  (though  i*e- 
Inctantly)  indulged  his  wishes,  and  in  1771,  being  at  Alicant, 
and  having  the  command  of  a  ship,  though  ])nt  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  engaged  in  the  Transport  service,  and  witnessed  the 
disastrous  defeat  of  the  Spanish  forces  under  Count  O'Reilly, 
before  Algiers.  Returning  to  America  in  October,  he  first 
heard  of  the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker's  Hill,  and  of  the 
ireneral  excitement  against  Great  Britain.  ZeaUuis  for  the 
honour  of  his  country,  and  aml)itions  for  fame,  our  young  sail- 
or immediately  attached  himself  to  a  fleet  fitting  out  at  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  counnand  of  Connnodore  Hopkins,  and  was 
received  as  Master's  Mate,  on  board  the  Hornet,  slooj)  of  ten 
truns.  The  American  flatc  having  been  sent  to  Baltimore  for 
this  vessel,  was  fii*st  displayed  to  the  admiring  citizens  by  Bar- 
ney, who  attaching  it  to  a  staff,  and  beating  up  for  recruits,  in 
one  day,  engaged  an  entire  crew.  In  November,  the  Hornet 
joined  the  fleet,  consisting  of  eight  vessels,  carrying  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  guns,  and  sailed  for  New-Providence.  The 
town,  fort  and  shijiping,  having  surrendered  without  opposi- 
tion, all  articles  of  a  warlike  nature  were  seized,  and  being  re- 
ceived on  board,  the  fleet  returned  to  the  Delaware.  On  the 
voyage,  the  Hornet  fell  in  with  the  Tender  of  the  Roelnick, 
which  vessel  being  ignorant  of  lier  character,  innnediately  ran 
alongside. — "  I  was  in  the  act  of  running  out  one  of  our  guns," 
says  Barney,  "  and  held  a  match  in  my  luiiul  ready  to  fire, 
when  our  Captain,  who  was  of  a  religious  turn,  and  opposed 
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to  the  shedding  of  blood,  commanded  me  to  desist,  and  the 
Tender  escaped. — Tliis  liypocritical  fellow,  however,  as  if 
ashamed  of  his  conduct,  kept  below,  and  taking  counnand,  1 
carried  the  vessel  safely  to  Philadelphia."  Changing  to  the 
Wasp,  he  next  convoyed  the  vessel,  carrying  Dr.  Fraiiklin  to 
France  ;  oiF  the  coast,  and,  on  returning,  being  closely  pressed 
by  the  British  cniisers  Roebuck  and  Liverpool,  gladly  united 
his  force  to  that  of  the  Lexington  and  Saratoga,  brigs,  laying 
in  the  Cape  May  channel,  under  the  command  of  Captains 
Barry  and  Weeks.  A  vessel  appearing  oif,  the  enemj-  chased 
and  drove  her  on  shore.  The  American  boats  were  immedi- 
ately sent  to  assist  her  in  landing  her  cargo,  consisting  of  arms 
and  powder ;  but,  it  appearing  impossible,  from  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  British,  to  effect  their  purpose ;  loose  powder 
Avas,  by  Barney's  order,  scattered  in  the  vessel's  hold,  and  a 
brand  of  lire,  judiciously  placed  in  a  sail  contiguous  to  it,  she 
was  scarcely  boarded  before  she  blew  np,  and  every  man  was 
destroyed.  Barney,  in  the  Wasp,  now  took  the  Tender,  that 
had  escaped  the  Hornet,  and  arrived  safely  in  Philadelphia, 
and  received  for  his  services,  from  that  distinguished  patriot, 
Robert  Mori-is,  President  of  the  Marine  Committee,  a  commis- 
sion, as  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  Being 
appointed  to  the  Sachem  sloop,  commanded  by  Captain  Joshua 
Robinson,  he  sailed  on  a  cruise,  and  falling  in  with  a  Letter-of- 
Marqne  Brig,  after  a  smart  action  of  two  hours,  succeeded  in 
capturing  her.  Her  cargo  was  rum,  and  she  had  on  board  a 
line  turtle,  intended  for  Lord  North,  which  the  captors,  with 
peculiar  pleasure,  presented  to  Mr.  Morris.  In  this  action, 
every  officer  in  the  Sachem  was  either  killed  or  wounded,  ex- 
cept Barney  and  the  Captain,  (captain  Robinson,  was  How 
remo\'ed  to  the  Andrew  Doria,  of  fourteen  guns,  and  Barney 
appointed  liis  Lieutenant.  Cruising  oft'  St.  Eustatia,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Lexington,  they  saluted  the  Fort,  but  had  the 
mortification  to  learn,  that  the  Commandant,  for  returning  the 
compliment,  was  suspended  and  recalled  to  Holland,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Britisli  (Tovernmciit.  Returning  homewards  with 
a  cargo  of  jiowder  aiul  arms,  they  fell  in  witli,  and  ca]itnred  a 
sloop  called   tlie   Raco-Hdrsi',   attached  to   Admiral    Parker's 
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fleet,  wliicli,  under  the  command  of  a  Lietitenant  in  the  Navy, 
had  been  fitted  out  with  a  picked  crew,  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  takinjj  the  Doria.  A  Snow  was  tlie  next  capture,  and 
Barney  put  on  board  as  Prize-master ;  but,  adverse  fortune 
speedily  overtook  him,  and  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  to 
the  Perseus,  of  twenty  guns,  connnanded  by  Cajjtain  G.  K. 
Elphiston.  Two  seaman  on  board  the  Snow,  who  had  agreed 
to  do  duty  on  condition  of  being  allowed  a  share  of  prize-money, 
refusing,  on  being  chased  by  the  Pereeus,  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ment, Barney  shot  the  instigator  for  mutiny,  through  the 
shoulder,  who  calling  loudly  for  revenge,  was  cruelly  mortified 
to  find  Captain  Elphiston,  not  only  justifying,  but  applauding 
the  act.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  speak  of  this  excellent  ofiicer,  and 
generous  enemy,  whose  hmiianity  towards  his  prisoners  was  con- 
spicuous throughout  the  war,  and  who,  on  this  occasion,  gave 
so  decided  a  proof  of  his  justice  and  regard  for  discipline.  Nor 
Avas  this  the  only  instance  of  his  strictly  correct  conduct,  for 
the  Purser  of  the  ship,  having,  without  provocation,  struck 
Barney,- the  blow  was  returned,  and  the  aggressor  knocked  over 
a  ipiarter-deck  gun,  and  precipitated  down  the  hatcliway  ;  nor 
was  this  the  extent  of  his  punishment,  for  refusing,  when  or- 
dered by  Captain  E.  to  ask  pardon  for  so  unjustifiable  an  out- 
rage, he  was  immediate!}'  put  under  an  arrest,  and  left  in  tliat 
condition  when  Barney  quitted  the  ship. 

Being,  after  some  time,  exchanged,  he  assisted  with  a  Flotilla, 
under  Com.  Hazlewood,  in  defence  of  Mud  Fort,  in  the  Dela- 
ware, till  every  gun  but  erne  being  dismounted,  it  was  judged 
expedient,  to  burn  the  larger  vessels,  and  in  boats  and  gallics 
to  retire  in  the  night  up  the  Delaware ;  wliich,  was  happily  ef- 
fected, having  previously  witnessed  the  destruction  of  the 
Augusta  64,  and  Merlin,  Sloop  of  War,  belonging  to  the  Brit- 
ish squadron.  Barney  was  now  ordered  to  join  the  Virginia 
Frigate,  Captain  James  Nicholson,  laying  in  the  Chesapeake, 
but  was  speedily  put  in  command  of  a  Tender,  to  watch  the 
enemy,  and  report  any  favourable  opportunity  that  might  occur 
for  the  Frigate  getting  to  sea.  On  one  of  his  cruises,  being 
chased  by  a  vessel  of  ten  gvms,  he  saw  a  sloop  from  Baltimore, 
with  which  he  had  been  in  comjiany  the  day  before,  and  made 
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towards  her  to  give  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
but  on  nearing  her,  war<  saluted  with  si  tire  of  nniscpietrv  and 
ordered  to  strike ;  recovered  from  his  first  surprise,  he  tacked 
and  st()o<l  for  them,  s])eedily  overpowered  her  crew,  retook  the 
sloop,  captured  the  barge  which  had  taken  her,  and  returned 
triumphant  to  Baltimore.  The  kindness  with  which  he  treated 
his  prisoners,  produced  on  this  occasion  a  com2)limentarv  letter 
from  Capt.  Squires,  who  commanded  in  the  liny,  with  a  suita- 
ble present.  It  was  an  act  of  justice  very  frequently  merited 
by  the  American  officers,  but  rarely  paid  by  their  opponents. 
I  would,  if  possible,  pass  over  the  disgraceful  business  of  the 
loss  of  the  Virginia  Frigate,  which  Barney  now  joined.  Had 
his  advice  been  followed,  she  had  been  run  on  shore,  when 
ovei"])owered,  and  her  crew  saved  from  cai)tivity ;  but  her  CajJ- 
tain  quitting  her,  subordination  ceased,  her  crew  got  drunk, 
plundered  the  store  and  slop  rooms,  and  then  surrendered. 
Captain  Caldwell,  of  the  Emerald,  taking  possession  of  her, 
with  exemplary  politeness,  invited  Barney  to  share  his  cabin, 
aud  to  all  the  other  prisonei-s,  behaved  with  such  pointed  at- 
tention, that  the  British  seainen  nick-uamed  him  "  the  Rt^el 
Captainr 

This  generous  conduct  was  so  much  appi-eciated  by  Barney, 
who  was  frequently  ])ermitted  to  go  on  shore,  that  hnviiig 
given  it  publicity,  Patrick  Henry,  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
sent  a  pressing  invitation  to  Captain  C.  to  join  a  hunting-party, 
which,  circumstances  com])elling  him  to  refuse,  supplies  of 
every  kind,  were  abundantly  sent  from  the  shore,  as  a  tril)ute 
due  to  his  humanity.  Barney,  is  now  to  appear  in  a  new  light. 
Removed  on  board  of  the  St.  Albans,  of  sixty -four  guns,  with 
other  prisoners,  amounting  to  ujnvards  of  five  hundred,  this 
vessel,  and  the  remainder  of  the  squadron,  sailed  for  New- 
York.  Barney,  perceiving  that  she  was  feebly  manned,  con- 
ceived a  ))roject,  whicli,  had  it  not  been  communicated  to  a 
traitor,  would  probal)ly  have  resulted  in  one  of  the  most  liril- 
liant  achievements  recorded  in  Naval  History.  J  lis  aim  was 
to  capture  the  ship.  The  inducements  to  attenij)t  it  were 
strong  and  flattering.  The  American  officers  occupied  the 
gun-room,  where  nearly  all  the  small  arms  were   deposited. 
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The  plan  was  well  difjjested  ;  every  man  liad  liis  station  allotted 
to  liini,  and  his  peculiar  duty  eleariv  pointed  out.  J3arney 
and  two  othei-s,  were  to  seize  the  Captain  in  his  Cabin,  and  se- 
cure the  private  signals,  by  means  of  which  he  Mould  have  the 
power,  without  difficulty,  to  capture  the  whole  Heet.  Every 
thing  was  prepared — the  hour  fixed  on,  and  each  man  iiu- 
patiently  waiting  the  signal  to  begin — when,  half  an  hour  be- 
fore the  time,  a  guard  came  and  removed  the  small  arms,  and 
double  sentinels  placed  in  every  direction,  though  not  a  word 
was  s])oken.  Barney  dined  the  next  day  with  (Japtain  Onslow, 
but  no  symptom  of  suspicion  wiis  betrayed,  nor  a  word  uttered 
to  give  an  idea  of  alarm.  During  the  whole  passage,  tlie  same 
caution  was  observed.  Arriving  at  length  within  Sandy  Hook, 
Barney  was  again  invited  to  dine  in  the  cabin,  when  the  Cap- 
tain, with  a  significant  smile,  observed,  "  and  so  Barney,  you 
were  delegated  to  seize  on  me.  I  hope,  however,  you  did  not 
meditate  any  personal  violence ;  your  scheme  was  certainly 
plausible,  and  might  have  succeeded,  had  your  secret  not  been 
betrayed  to  me  in  time  by  one  of  your  new  friends — a  French- 
iiian.^''  For  this  act  of  v-illainy,  the  rascal  obtained  his  liberty, 
and  Barney  was  transferred  to  a  prison-ship.  Admiral  Gam- 
bier,  arriving  shortly  after,  and  finding  Barney  the  only  Con- 
tinental officer  in  confinement,  not  only  had  him  removed  to 
his  own  ship,  (the  Ardent,  of  si.xty-four  guns,)  but  with  distin- 
guisjied  humanity,  did  every  thing  within  the  reach  of  his  abil- 
ity, to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunates  left  behind 
him.  He  even  indulged  Barney  to  go  on  shore  at  pleasure, 
a  favour,  which,  on  one  occasion,  had  nearly  cost  him  his  life ; 
for,  passing  a  street  where  a  fire  raged,  the  surrounding  mob 
thought  fit  to  regard  him  as  an  incendiary,  and  wei'e  about 
throwing  him  in  the  flames,  when  the  name  of  the  Admiral 
being  mentioned,  as  his  friend  and  protector,  reason  over- 
powered prejudice,  and  he  was  dismissed.  Exchanged  for  a 
Lieutenant  of  the  Mermaid  Frigate,  which  had  been  driven  on 
shore  by  the  French  fleet,  Barney  returned  to  Baltimore,  and 
finding  no  pul)lic  vessel  there,  joined  his  old  commander.  Cap- 
tain Robinson,  and  sailed  in  a  private  ship  for  Bordeaux.  Be- 
ing but  badly  manned,  ill-armed,  and  almost  destitute  of  anmm- 
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nitioii,  the  wish  was  t(^  avuid  an  action  ;  but,  speedily  a  British 
ship  run  along-side,  and  though  beaten  off  with  loss,  reuewed 
her  attacks,  hanging  on  her  quarters,  and  giving  infinite  an- 
noyance, tmtil  Barney,  hoisting  a  long  three-pounder  on  her 
quarter-deck,  and  cutting  a  steam  port,  by  a  fortunate  dis- 
charge of  grape  and  landgrage,  to  which  a  crow-bar  was  added, 
80  completely  carried  away  her  foretack,  and  all  her  weather- 
shrouds,  that  her  commander  was  obliged  to  wear  ship  to  save 
his  foremast.  In  this  condition  they  left  her,  and  proceeded  on 
their  voyage,  having  but  two  men  wounded,  while  their  adver- 
sary, which  proved  to  be  the  Rose  Bud,  of  eighteen  guns,  lost, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  forty-seven  men. 

Arrived  at  Bordeaux,  they  shipped  a  crew  of  seventy  men, 
and  mounted  eighteen  six-pounders,  sailed  for  Philadelphia, 
and  captured  on  the  passage  a  Letter-of-Marque,  of  equal  force, 
killing  seventeen  men,  and  wounding  others,  brought  her  safely 
into  port.  Having  now-  a  considerable  share  of  prize-money,  he 
thought  that  an  excellent  opj)ortunity  offered  of  making  his  for 
tune  by  speculation,  and  set  out  for  Baltimore  with  that  inten- 
tion, but  found  to  his  mortification,  on  reaching  that  city,  that 
his  trunk  had  been  opened  and  stripped  of  its  contents,  and  that 
he  was  left  without  a  single  dollar.  Barney's  was  not  a  heart 
to  give  way  to  despondency,  or  unnecessarily  to  lament  an  in- 
curable evil ;  he,  therefore,  immediately  joined  the  Saratoga, 
Captain  Young,  of  fifteen  nine-pounders,  and  sailing  on  a 
cruize,  made  prize  of  a  ship,  shewing  twenty,  but  carrying  only 
twelve  guns.  I  have  now^  to  mention  an  action,  in  which  Bar- 
ney bore  a  distinguished  part.  Falling  in  with  a  ship,  carry- 
ing thirty-two  guns  and  seventy  men,  a  brig  of  fourteen  guns, 
and  a  smaller  one  of  four  guns,  from  Jamaica,  bound  to  New- 
York,  the  Saratoga  laid  the  ship  along-side,  and  Barney,  at  the 
head  of  fifty  men,  boarding  her,  drove  her  crew  below,  and 
struck  her  colours,  and  then,  with  his  prize,  pursuing  the  brig 
with  four  guns,  captured  her  also;  the  larger  one  of  fourteen, 
in  the  interim,  surrendering  to  the  Saratoga.  These  vessels 
contained  a  cargo  of  nineteen  hundred  hogsheads  of  rum,  then 
selling  at  Philadelphia,  at  three  dollars  per  gallon,  and  every 
man  considered  his  fortune  as  made ;  but,  falling  in  with  a 
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Britisli  squadron  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  all  the  prizes 
were  retaken  ;  tlie  Sarat()t>;a  herself,  witli  <;reat  dirticulty  fjjet- 
ting  off.  Barney  was  taken  un  board  tlie  Intrepid,  and  in  iier 
Commander,  Anthony  James  Mctlloy,  met  with  a  tyrant,  wlio, 
by  his  l)arl)arity,  disgraced  both  his  country  and  his  profession, 
keeping  his  prisoner  for  several  days  on  the  poop,  in  a  severe 
snow-storm,  without  permitting  him  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
clothes  or  bedding.  Arrived  at  New-York,  he  was  put  on 
board  the  Yarmouth,  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  sent  to  England. 
On  this  voyage,  tlie  situation  of  the  prisoners  was  truly  deplor- 
able, confined  in  a  miserable  dungeon  for  iifty-three  days,  with- 
out light,  and  l^reathing  oidy  noxious  air  ;  the  ravages  of  dis- 
ease carried  off  eleven  of  their  nundjer,  who  all  died  raving 
mad.  On  his  arrival  at  Plymouth,  Barney  could  scarcely  stand, 
but  being  removed  to  a  prison-shij),  and  from  thence  to  the 
mill-prison,  he  speedily  recovered  both  his  strength  aiul  activ- 
ity. Detected  in  an  attempt  to  escape  from  the  last,  he  was 
ironed,  and  confined  for  thirty  days  to  a  dimgeon.  This  did 
not,  liowever,  deter  Jiim  from  making  a  new  effort  to  regain 
his  liberty,  and  in  the  luidress  of  a  British  officer,  being  favoured 
by  a  friendly  centinel,  who  had  served  in  America,  and  been 
well-treated  there  ;  he  did  so  effectually.  Repairing  to  the 
house  of  a  friend,  he  was  kindly  received  and  secreted. 
Throughout  tlie  whole  of  Britain,  at  that  time,  there  were 
many  of  tlie  inhaliitants,  wlio  not  only  applauded  the  resist- 
ance of  America,  but  sincerely  wished  success  to  her  arms. 
Their  sentiments  were  delivered  without  fear,  and  their  purses 
opened  with  liberality,  and  who  never,  tiiougli  the  penalty  of 
high  treason  was  attached  to  the  offence,  failed  to  aid  the  pris- 
oners wlio  luid  escaped  from  their  dungeons,  and  to  facilitate 
by  their  utmost  efforts,  their  return  to  their  friends  and  coun- 
try. Disguised  as  a  fisherman,  and  accompanied  by  Colonel 
Wm.  Richardsoii  and  Dr.  Henderson.,  t)f  Maryland,  who  were 
prisoTiers  at  Plymoutii,  Bai'uey  now  attempted  to  cross  the 
channel,  and  gain  the  French  coast,  but  on  the  pa-ssage  was 
captured  and  brought  back  to  port.  Escaping  from  his  cap- 
tors, he  again  sought  the  dwelling  of  his  friend,  and  having 
provided  himself  with  a  fashionable  suit  of  clothes,  set  out  in  a 


92  KEVOLUTIONAKY  ANECDOTKS. 

post-chaise  iiiul  tour,  for  Exeter;  at  tlie  gate  tlie  chaise  wiis 
stopped  l)y  a  centiuel,  wlio  said,  that  lie  was  ordered  to  keep  a 
sharp  lool<-oiit  for  saiioi-s  and  ileserters,  but  awed  by  the  gen- 
teel appearance  of  Barney,  he  speedily  closed  the  door  and  re- 
tired. Passing  from  Exeter  to  Bristol,  and  from  thence  to 
London,  he  s])eedily  proceeded  on  to  Margate,  and  embarked 
for  Ostend.  The  weather  on  the  voyage  was  bad,  and  Barney, 
discovering  among  the  passengers  a  lady,  who  suffered  exceed- 
ingly from  sea-sickness,  bestowed  on  her  his  entire  attention. 
To  him  it  was  a  fortunate  meeting.  Arrived  in  port,  she  invi- 
ted liim  to  her  liotel,  and  finding  that  he  was  travelling  tlie 
same  route  with  herself,  insisted  on  liis  taking  a  seat  in  her  car- 
riage to  Brussels. 

The  Emperor  Joseph  was  on  a  visit  incog,  to  this  part  of  his 
dominions,  and  being  introduced  to  him  by  liis  female  friend, 
Barney  was  gratified  by  a  long  and  interesting  interview. 
The  lady,  who  was  an  Italian,  now  set  out  for  Turin,  and  Bar- 
ney proceeded  on  liis  course  to  Holland.  Here  lie  joined  the 
South-Carolina,  connnanded  by  Com.  Gillon,  which  he  pro- 
nounced the  finest  Irrigate  in  the  world,  and  sailing  Ts'orth- 
about,  after  the  capture  of  a  Privateer,  ])ut  into  ('orunna,  when, 
finding  that  Gillon  had  no  intention  of  returning  immediately 
to  America,  he  sailed  in  a  privateer  bound  for  Bevei'ly,  and  ar- 
rived in  safety.  The  command  of  a  shij)  of  twenty  guns  was 
now  offered  him,  but  fortunately  refused;  since,  arriving  at 
i-'hiladelphia,  through  the  influence  of  his  steady  friend,  liob- 
ert  Morris,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Hyder- 
AUi,  of  sixteen  guns  and  one  hundred  and  ten  men,  and  speed- 
ily achieved  a  victory  that  crowned  him  with  imperishable 
honour  and  renown.  His  particular  duty  was  to  convoy  ves- 
sels going  to  sea,  and  to  protect  them  from  refugee  boats  that 
swarmed  in  the  river  Delaware.  Lying  on  one  occasion  at 
Cape  May,  waiting  for  a  wind,  that  his  coTivoy  might  put  to 
sea,  he  saw  two  ships  and  a  brig  making  towards  him,  the  Con- 
voy was  ordered  up  the  Bay,  Barney  keeping  constantly  in 
their  rear.  One  ship  and  the  brig  came  into  the  same  channel 
in  which  he  was,  the  other  shij)  took  anotlier  course,  with  a 
view   to  head  him.     The   brig  first  came  up,  delivered   her 
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broad-side  and  passed  on ;  the  ship  next  approaelied  within 
])istol-shot,  wlien  a  well-directed  broad-side  was  poured  into 
her  from  the  Hvder-Alli ;  tlie  enemy  closed,  and  came  near  on 
board;  Barney,  crossinjj  her  hawser,  fjot  entangled  in  her  fore- 
riggino;,  and  keeping  her  in  a  raking  position,  by  an  irresistible 
tire  of  great  guns  and  small  arms,  in  twenty-six  minutes 
brought  down  her  coloui-s.  The  brig,  perceiving  the  ship's 
misfortune,  rnn  on  shore,  to  avoid  a  similar  fate.  Barney  and 
his  ])rize  proceeded  up  the  Bay.  The  cajjtured  vessel,  proved 
to  be  the  (leueral  Alonk,  mounting  twenty  nine-pounders  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  men,  commanded  by  ('aptain 
Rogers.  She  lost  twenty  men  killed  and  thirty-tliree  wounded; 
among  tlie  first,  tlie  First  Lieutenant,  Purser,  Doctor,  B(jats- 
wain,  and  (Tunner:  among  the  last,  the  Captain,  and  every 
other  otticer,  one  Midshipman  alone,  excejited.  The  Ilvder- 
Alli,  had  four  men  killed  and  eleven  wounded.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  on  this  occasion,  voted  to  Captain  Barney, 
a  gold-headed  sword,  which  was  presented  to  him  by  the  (tov- 
ernor  of  the  State.  The  General  Monk  was  sold,  and  being 
bong]  it  in  by  Government,  Barney  had  the  honour  of  being  ap- 
pointed to  command  her.  Ordered  with  desjjatches  to  the 
French  and  Spanish  Admirals  in  the  West  Lidies,  he  perform- 
ed the  duty  with  unconunon  expedition — captured  one  prize, 
and  took  on  board  sixty  thousand  dollars,  in  sjjccie,  belonging 
to  private  individuals,  and  arrived  safely  in  Philadelphia,  being 
absent  only  thirty-tive  days  on  his  voyage.  Returning  up  the 
Bay,  he  had  the  good  foitune  to  fall  in  with  a  fleet  of  refugee 
boats,  sunk  oTie,  having  sixty  men  on  board,  and  retook  their 
prizes,  Ave  in  number,  witliout  loss.  He  was  now  ordered  to 
France,  having  on  board  the  Seciretary  of  the  French  And)a8- 
sador,  carrying  despatclies  to  his  Government.  His  fair  fame 
and  high  reputation  for  chivalric  valour,  had  preceded  him, 
and  on  his  being  presented  at  ('ourt,  the  most  gracious  recep- 
tion was  given  by  the  Monarch,  and  grateful  complitnents  be- 
stowed by  the  surrounding  Courtiers.  In  January,  1783,  being 
entrusted  with  a  large  sum  in  specie,  and  despatches  for  Con- 
gress, by  Dr.  Franklin,  he  sailed  in  the  ship  General  Washing- 
ton, under  a  passport  from  the  King  of  England,  but  tlid  not 
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arrive  in  America  until  Mardi.  Preliminary  Articles  of 
Peace,  had  heen  sicjncfl  hetbre  liis  departure  from  France, 
which  he  exiiltingly  declared,  bnt  it  was  not  till  he  had  deliv- 
ered the  money  which  he  had  in  charge,  and  produced  his  pass- 
port, and  shewed  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin,  commnnicating 
the  happy  event,  that  belief  was  given  to  his  assertions.  The 
joy  was  nnivereal.  The  Liberty  of  America  ajipeared  esta- 
blished upon  the  firmest  basis,  and  peace  was  regarded  as  the 
certain  harbinger  of  ])rosperity  and  hajjjjiness.  The  activity 
of  Barney  remained  nndiminished;  he  made  several  voyages 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  but  there  was  no  longer  a 
call  for  the  display  of  that  enterprize  and  valoni-,  that  so  ])ar- 
ticnlarly  characterized  the  man.  From  1775  to  178.3,  Ids  may 
be  considered  a  life  of  incessant  service,  peculiarly  lionourable 
to  himself,  and  useful  to  his  country.  I  have  confined  myself 
to  facts,  well  authenticated,  and  yet,  I  have  little  doubt,  but 
that  my  narrative  will  be  considered  by  many  more  a  romance 
than  a  real  story.  lie  was  the  first  of  the  Naval  offictci's  of  our 
country,  who  engaged  in  the  service — he  was  the  last  to  quit 
it.  ile  was  the  favourite  of  the  nation — the  terror  of  its  ene- 
mies— the  friend  of  his  jirofessional  associates,  and  of  every  vir- 
tuous citizen.  I  could  not  say  nmre  in  bis  praise,  though  I 
were  to  write  volumes. 

Documents  have  been  funiislied  me,  to  show,  that  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  age  had  not  damped  the  ar- 
dour of  his  youthful  fire,  and  that  tlie  patriotic  vii-tue,  which 
hfid  first  induced  hinito  draw  his  sword,  to  obtain  his  country's 
freedom,  was  as  prompt  to  wield  it,  in  defence  of  her  establisli- 
ed  rights.  But,  to  enter  into  details,  would  be  foreign  to  my 
purpose,  as  I  wish  to  confine  myself  to  Anecdotes,  connected 
with  our  Revolutionary  war.  I,  nevertheless,  flatter  myself, 
that  it  will  be  clearly  understood,  that  Com.  Barney  was,  ever, 
in  my  eyes,  a  Hero,  unbounded  in  his  aftection  to  his  country, 
and  ready  at  her  call,  to  risk  his  fortune  aiul  his  life,  to  prove 
his  perfect  devotion  to  her  interests.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid 
stating,  and  on  the  very  best  authority,  that  had  but  a  few  ar- 
dent sjiirits  like  his  own  been  present  wlien  the  British  ap- 
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peared  before  Wasliiiigtou,  Ainorica  liad  never  suffered  tlie 
disgrace  of  liaving  tlio  Seat  of  Goveriiiiient  captured  and  des- 
troyed, with  scarcely  an  effort  made  for  its  defence. 

Sometime  after  tlie  commencement  of  tlie  French  Revohi- 
tioTi,  Barney  served  with  distingnislied  credit  under  the  Tri- 
colonrcd  Flag.  Being  taken  by  the  Britisii,  and  carried  into 
Jamaica,  indefatigable  j)ains  were  taken  to  fix  on  liini  the 
crime  of  piracy,  and  to  condemn  him  as  a  lawless  ban'lit.  The 
attempt,  however,  failed,  and  am])le  was  the  retriI)utio)i  which 
followed  the  insnit,  for  lie  confidently  assured  a  friend,  on  whose 
statement  I  can  depend,  that  subsefjuently  cruising  in  the  Brit- 
ish channel,  he  had  ca]>tiired  pro])erty  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tliousand  dollars. 


'#1 
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LIEUT.  JOHN  MAYRANT. 

I  have  in  my  first  series,  recorded  tlie  services  of  more  tluiii 
one  Naval  licro,  but  in  my  notice  of  tlie  unparalleled  conflict 
vvliich  occurred  between  the  Bon  ITonnne  Richard  and  the  Se- 
rapis,  have  neglected  to  mention  the  distinguislied  intrepidity 
of  a  highly  meritorious  officer,  Lieut.  John  Mayrant.  I  had 
the  happiness  of  being  in  habits  of  strict  intimacy  with  this 
gentleman  in  the  days  of  onr  youth.  I  prized  his  ti-iendshi]> 
too  highly  to  have  neglected  him  through  design,  and  flatter 
myself,  that  by  introducing  him  on  the  present  occasion,  to  the 
public,  some  reparation  will  be  made,  and  my  inadvertency  ex- 
cused. 


Mr.  John  Mayrant,  while  yet  a  mere  boy,  serving  under 
Paul  Jones,  as  a  Midshipman,  obtained  distinguished  honour. 
Llis  conduct  during  the  battle  had  evinced  extraordinary'  cool- 
ness and  resolution,  and  when,  as  it  drew  near  to  a  conclusion, 
an  order  was  given  to  board,  lie  was  the  flrst  to  leap  into  the 
enemy's  vessel,  and  while  animating  his  followers  by  his  exam- 
ple to  that  display  of  hej'oism,  that  speedily  secured  the  palm 
of  victory,  M'as  severely  wounded.  His  exertions,  hoM'ever, 
though  checked,  were  not  altogether  paralyzed,  and  till  the 
colours  of  the  Serajiis.  were  struck,  refusing  to  (|uit  the  deck, 
he  displayed  a  calm  intrepidity,  which,  even  to  a  veteran,  ac- 
customed to  such  scenes,  would  have  given  an  additional  lain-el. 
Shortly  after  this  action,  Mr.  Mayrant  changed  his  ship,  l)eing 
appointed  a  Lieutenant  on  board  the  South-Carolina  frigate, 
commanded  by  Commodore  Gillon.  His  services  in  this  situa- 
tion, gave  great  increase  to  his  reputation,  not  his  bravery  only, 
but  his  humanity  also,  being  exercised  with  peculiar  eclat.  I 
will  give,  in  the  words  in  which  it  came  into  my  hands,  a  com- 
munication which  I  liave  every  reason  to  believe  perfectly  cor- 
rect :^ 
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"  As  the  frigate  Soutli-Caroliiia,  coininanded  by  Coin.  Gil- 
Ion,  was  crnisinsj  Ijetween  tiie  Bahama  Islands  and  tlie  Klorida 
Keys,  it  happened  one  night,  (Lieut  John  Mayrant  being  olii- 
eer  of  the  deck,)  that  he  was  ordered  to  keep  a  good  look-out 
and  the  lead  a-going  ;  and  a  Midshipman  with  a  niglit-glass 
was  placed  at  each  quarter.  About  two  hours  before  day,  the 
one  stationed  on  the  starboard  announced,  that  he  perceived  a 
rock  :  ui)on  a  nearer  inspection,  it  proved  to  be  a  fleet,  and  on 
drawing  still  nearer,  a  Jamaica  fleet.  About  4,  a.  m.  the  frig- 
ate was  close  aboard  four  of  them  and  another  ship  was  to  be 
seen  at  about  five  miles  to  windward ;  to  secure  the  whole 
prize  was  now  the  object  of  the  Connnodore,  but  one,  which 
there  was  no  possibility  of  attaining  without  having  recourse 
to  artifice ;  and,  after  a  hasty  consultation  with  his  oflicers,  the 
following  line  of  conduct  was  determined  on : — In  the  first 
place,  the  Frigate  having  British  colours  flying,  hailed  the  four 
ships  nearest  to  her,  ordering  them  to  heave  to,  and  promising 
to  send  a  boat  aboard  of  them.  Lieutenant  Mayrant,  was  then 
ordered  to  take  a  barge,  and  with  twenty-four  choice  men  and 
about  four  or  five  marine8,(himself,  as  well  as  the  marines)  be- 
ing all  in  British  uniform,  to  make  for  the  furthest  vessel ;  he  did 
so,  and  when  arrived  under  iier  stern,  and  rounding  upon  her 
quarter,  in  answer  to  the  Captain's  inquiry,  as  to  what  boat 
that  was,  replied  that  it  wsis  the  barge  of  the  D'Artois,  com- 
manded by  Captain  M' Bride  ;  the  Captain  ordered  him  to  keep 
ott",  threatening  to  fire  into  him.  Lieutenant  Mayrant,  in  re- 
turn, commanded  him  to  heave  a  rope  immediately,  and  ask- 
ing if  he  would  dare  to  fire  into  his  Majesty's  boat,  ordered  his 
men  to  pull  along  side ;  on  hearing  this,  the  British  ship,  with- 
(jut  further  dispute  hove  a  rope,  and  manned  her  sides;  such 
being  the  ceremony  usually  observed  in  receiving  an  officer. 
Lieutenant  Mayrant  immediately  stept  on  board,  having  previ- 
ously ordered  his  men  not  to  follow,  but  on  receiving  a  con- 
certed signal ;  the  Captain  received  him  with  great  politeness, 
and  the  usual  inquiries  having  been  made  and  answered.  Lieu- 
tenant Mayrant  desired  to  see  his  papere,  in  order  to  examine 
them :  No  sooner  had  the  Captain  gone  below,  in  the  search 
of  them,  than  Lieutenant  Mayrant's  men,  receiving  the  expected 
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signal,  stept  on  board  to  the  mniibcr  of  twenty,  all  armed  with 
cntlasses,  and  having  j)istols  concealed  nnder  their  jacket*. 
The  Captain  having  returned,  Lieut.  Mayrant,  after  examining 
the  papei^i^,  inquired  how  many  men  he  had  on  board,  and  on 
his  replying  that  there  were  forty,  ordered  him  to  take  his  pa- 
pers and  twenty  men,  and  to  go  with  them  on  board  of  the 
Frigate;  he  replied  '  why,  surely  Sir,  you  do  not  mean  to  im- 
press my  men  at  sea.'  Lieut.  M.  replied,  'certainly  not,  but 
Captain  M'ljride,  being  a  very  particular  man,  wishes  to  exam- 
ine the  men  and  papers  himself.'  The  Captain  still  hesitated, 
upon  which  Lieut.  Mayrant  reiterating  his  order,  made  a  sign 
to  his  men  to  draw  their  sabres,  on  perceiving  which,  the  Cap- 
tain, not  choosing  to  risk  a  contest,  obeyed  Lieut.  M. ;  ordered 
him  to  row  off,  while  he  would  undertake  to  carry  the  ship 
down  to  the  P'rigate.  As  soon  as  the  Captain  was  fairly  off, 
Lieut.  M.  ordering  the  remainder  of  the  crew  below,  reversed 
the  British  coloui-s.  At  which  sight,  the  consternation  of  the 
Captain,  wlio,  from  the  barge,  was  a  spectator  of  what  passed, 
may  be  better  conceived  than  expressed;  he  declared  it  to  be  a 
damned  Yankee  trick ;  but.  the  deception  was  discovered  too 
late,  and  he  found  himself  obliged  to  go  on  board  of  the  Frig- 
ate: by  this  means,  (Commodore  Gillon  was  enabled  to  capture 
the  whole  fleet,  consisting  of  live  Jamaica  men,  heavily  laden 
with  sugar  and  rum. 

Lieutenant  Mayrant,  remained  in  possession  of  the  ship, 
which  he  had  been  instrumental  in  taking,  and  which  proved 
to  be  the  Nelly,  C'a[)tain  Noble,  witii  fourteen  eighteen-pomid 
carronades,  compliment  of  forty  men,  bound  from  Jamaica  to 
Glasgow,  laden  with  four  hundred  hhds.  of  sugar,  and  one  hun- 
dred of  rum.  After  having  been  in  command  of  her  two  or 
three  days,  and  sailing  in  the  Gulf  Stream,  it  happened  that  a 
man,  whom  he  had  ordered  to  heave  the  lead,  was,  by  a  pitch  of 
the  ship,  thrown  from  the  main  chains,  overboard :  the  ship 
was  immediately  hove  to,  and  several  coops  and  chests  thrown 
overboard  to  him  ;  it  was  then  attempted  to  lower  the  boats  to 
his  relief,  but  on  trial,  they  were  found  to  have  remained  dry 
so  long,  as  to  be  unfit  for  the  jnirpose.  Lieut.  M.  was  then 
obliged  to  make  sail  on  the  ship,  as  she  had  drifted  cousidera- 
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l)ly  from  having  her  sails  aback;  he  then,  by  making  a  stretcli 
and  a  tack,  succeeded  in  coming  up  witli  the  man,  and  brought 
him  to  about  twenty  feet  on  his  weatlier-bow.  Lieut.  M.  then 
called  to  some  of  liis  men  to  jnmp  overboard  and  carry  him  a 
rope:  but,  tliough  none  refused,  tliey  hesitated  so  long,  that 
Lieut.  Mayrant,  perceiving  that  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost, 
as  the  ship  was  drifting  fast,  took  hold  of  the  end  of  a  rope  him- 
self, jum])ed  overl)oard,  and  swimming  np  to  the  man,  put  it  in 
his  hands.  Tlie  ship  being  at  tliis  time  in  the  Gulf  Stream, 
with  all  her  sails  aback,  drifted  so  rapidly,  that  Lieut.  M.  and 
the  sailor  were  drawn,  at  the  end  of  the  rope,  considerably  un- 
der water;  the  sailor  now  letting  go  the  rojie,  clung  round 
Lieut.  M's  neck,  who  found  himself  o])liged  also  to  let  go  his 
hold,  in  order  to  extricate  himself,  which  he  succeeded  in  do- 
ing; as  soon  as  they  rose  to  the  surface,  they  both  then  swam 
to  a  hen-coop,  of  which  they  took  hold,  one  at  each  end ;  on 
this  coop  they  remained  three  hom-s  and  a  half.  Meanwhile,  the 
Frigate  South-Carolina,  perceiving  the  Nelly,  (which  was  about 
ten  miles  distant  from  her,)  wearing  and  stearing,  and  putting 
out  signals  of  distress,  concluded  that  the  prisoners  on  board 
had  risen  and  retaken  the  ship,  but  on  making  uj)  to  her,  was 
informed  that  Lient.  M.  and  one  of  tlie  men  were  overboard; 
the  direction  being  pointed  out,  in  which  they  were  last  seen, 
they  were  soon  after  perceived  by  a  man  at  the  mast-head  of 
the  Frigate,  who  pointed  tliem  out ;  the  Frigate,  as  soon  as  she 
came  near  tjiem,  lowered  five  boats,  which  spread  themselves, 
and  about  half  an  hour  before  dark,  Lieut.  M.  and  the  sailor 
were  taken  up  by  one  of  them ;  the  sea  was,  at  this  time  run- 
ning so  high,  that  the  boats  could  not  discern  them,  and  the 
sun  was  down." 

Lieutenant  Mayrant,  at  a  subsequent  period,  opened  a  House 
of  Rendezvous  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  enlistment  of  Sailors, 
which  was  kept  by  the  inother  of  the  sailor,  whose  life  he  had 
preserved.  On  this  occasion,  his  humanity  met  with  an  am- 
ple reward,  for  the  gratified  parent,  feeling  influenced  by  the 
recollection  of  the  service  rendered  her,  plead  the  cause  of  her 
benefactor  with  such  persuasive  eloquence,  portraying  his  char- 
13 
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acter  in  sucli  tonus,  as  the  sailor's  friend — the  brave  supporter 
of  his  country's  rigiits,  and  above  all,  his  readiness  to  risk  his 
life  to  save  that  of  a  fellow  tar,  that  he  had  only  to  select  the 
followers  he  wished  for,  every  man  who  had  listened  to  her,  be- 
ing anxious  to  enlist  under  his  banners. 
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BRITISH   OFFICERS. 

In  my  lirst  series  of  Anecdotes,  I  liave  spoken  freely  of  the 
characters  and  coiuhict  of  tlie  Britisli  Officers,  who  served  in 
Carolina,  endeavonring,  without  jjre'judice  or  partiality,  to 

"  Give  the  palm,  or  shake  the  rod  as  justice  turned  the  scale.'" 

I  certainly  omitted  to  speak  well  of  an  officer,  entitled  to 
lii>>;h  cornuiendation,  and  consider  it  a  dnty,  as  far  as  in  my 
]iower,  to  repair  my  error. 

LIEUT.  COLONEL   MAITLAND,  OF   THE  SEVENTY- 
FIRST  REOIMENT. 

I  cannot  imagine  how  the  merits  of  so  distino;uished  an  offi- 
cer escaped  my  notice  in  my  first  pnblication,  since  it  has  been 
my  invariable  aim  to  give  to  every  individual,  who  was  enti- 
tled to  it,  a  just  meed  of  praise,  and  no  one  more  richly  de- 
served it  than  Colonel  Maitland.  To  consummate  intrepidity, 
he  united  a  humanity  towards  the  unfortunate,  that  gave  ad- 
ditional grace  to  every  laurel  that  he  won.  Ilis  valour  at 
Stono,  wa*s  highly  conspicuous,  and  (caused  the  ultimate  dis- 
comfiture of  General  Lincoln's  army,  which,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  engagement  had  beeii  trium])liautly  successful.  But, 
in  no  instance  was  greater  benefit  rendered  to  the  government 
whi(-h  he  served,  than  in  his  indefatigable  efforts  to  relieve  his 
associates  in  arms  shut  up  in  Savannah,  and  closely  invested 
l)y  the  coml)ined  forces  of  France  and  America.  Deep  and 
universal  despondency,  prevailed  within  the  Garrison,  and  the 
only  deliberation  was,  how  to  render  submission  as  little  dis- 
graceful as  possible.  Every  avenue  by  which  the  approach  of 
Colonel  Maitland  and  his  Highlanders  coidd  be  looked  for, 
was  closed ;  yet,  by  unconquerable  industry,  he  discovered  an 
obscure  (n-eek.  but  little  navigated,  and  by  dint  of  persevering 
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exertion,  dragging  liis  boats  throngli  it,  reached  the  Garrison 
before  tlie  time  allowed  tor  deliberation  had  expired.  Enter- 
ing tlie  Conncil  Chamber,  where  discussions  were  carrying  on, 
he  is  said  to  have  aj)proaclied  with  liurried  step,  the  table,  and 
striking  the  hilt  of  his  claymore  against  it,  to  have  exclaimed, 
"the  man  wlio  utters  a  syllable  recommending  surrender, 
makes  me  his  decided  enemy  ;  it  is  necessary  that  either  he  or 
/,  should  fall."  So  resolute  a  speech,  at  a  moment  so  critical, 
produced  the  happiest  etfect  on  the  minds  of  all.  II(>]>e  and 
courage  regained  their  influence  in  every  mind — each  indi- 
vidual repaired  to  his  post,  with  alacrity'  and  confldcnce  ;  the 
terms  ottered  by  the  liesiegers  were  rejected,  and  the  town 
was  saved. 


DAVID  CAMPBELL,  OF  THE  SIXTY-FOURTH 
REGIMENT. 

Of  inferior  grade,  but  of  the  most  pure  and  hononral)le  prin- 
cijdes,  this  excellent  otKcer  and  benevolent  man,  settled  in  Car- 
olina after  the  war,  and  lived  for  many  years,  beloved  and 
admired  by  the  entire  communitv.  At  the  period  of  his  di-ath, 
the  following  obituary  notice  of  him,  ai)i)eared  in  our  public 
prints : — • 

''Died,  recently,  after  a  lingering  and  severe  illness,  David 
Campbell,  Esq.  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Parish,  in  tlie  sixty- 
second  year  of  his  age.  He  served  with  distinguislied  reputa- 
tion during  the  war  of  our  Revolution,  as  a  Captain  in  the 
British  03d  Regiment.  He  landed  on  our  shores  as  an  enemy, 
but  to  liis  honour,  it  must  forever  redound,  that  as  far  as  it  was 
in  his  power  to  prevent  it,  misfortune  was  never  aggravated  by 
insult.  An  advantage  gained  by  the  army  in  which  he  served, 
was  but  a  prelude  to  the  exercise  of  every  liberal  attention  to- 
wards his  opponents,  that  could  mitigate  the  severity  of  tlie 
reverses  they  had  exjierienced.  His  purse  was  as  open  as  his 
lieart,  and  although  as  a  Subaltern,  his  means  could  not  have 
been  great,  yet,  proportioned  to  his  ability,  its  contents  were 
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never  witlilield  tVuin  the  unfortunate,  but  l)estowecl  with  rhcIi 
nnaffected  tenderness,  as  to  render  everv  benevolence  doubly 
valuable.  In  battle  l)rave — in  victory  "renerous  and  luunane.  A 
higher  character  need  not  be  given  of  him,  to  render  Caroli- 
nians, who  admired  his  virtues  while  living,  feelingly  to  join  in 
sympathy,  with  his  surviving  family,  and  to  lament  the  stroke 
of  fate,  which  dei)rives  tliem  of  a  member,  so  worthy  of  their 
most  exalted  love,  and  admiration.  At  the  conclusioji  of  the 
war,  Cai)tain  Campbell  left  the  British  service,  married  and 
settled  in  Carolina,  and  by  uniforndy  supporting  the  character 
of  an  amiable  man,  and  nseful  citizen,  commanded  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  liiui 

I  cannot  here  but  re])eat,  with  grateful  respect,  the  names  of 
Brigadier  General  Clarke,  (Colonels  Webster,  Campbell  of  the 
71st,  Small,  aiid  M'Arthnr,  the  Majors  Majoril)anks,  Money, 
and  M'Elrotli,  and  the  ofHcers  of  the  Staff",  M'Mahon  and 
Bluck.  In  Carolina,  the  names  of  Roberts  and  Lloyd,  D. 
Campbell,  (iraham,  and  Torriano,  of  the  (13d  and  C4th  Regi- 
ments. Of  the  Lieut.  Colonels,  St.  George  aiul  Fox;  Captains 
Steward  of  the  Guards,  Wynyard,  of  the  33d,  M'Kenzie,  and 
Charles  Morris,  whose  attention  to  their  suffering  school- 
fellows and  early  friends,  never  knew  abatement,  ai'C  always 
held  in  the  highest  veneration.  Whfle  eternal  ignoininy  rests 
on  the  names  of  Rawdon,  Weymess.  Cochran,  Provost,  and 
Baird,  witli  a  multitude  of  others,  who,  M'ith  less  jiower,  had 
eqnally  strong  inclinations  to  oppress  and  to  destroy. 


THE  M'KENZIES. 

I  UAVK  mentioned  in  my  First  Series  of  Anecdotes,  that  when 
onr  gallant  countryman  Major  Pinckney,  received  a  wound  at 
Gates'  defeat,  which  placed  him  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the 
generous  feelings  of  an  old  school-fellow,  Cajitain  Charles  Bar- 
rington  M'Kenzie,  of  the  71st  British  Regiment,  under  the 
l)lessing  of  Heaven,  saved  his  valuable  life.*     This  brave  sol- 

•  Vide  First  Scries,  piiae  28". 
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dier  had  a  brother  in  the  Naval  service,  wliose  misfortune  it 
was  to  he  taken,  in  a  small  Sloo])  of  War  whicli  he  conniianded, 
by  the  Amazon,  of  thirty-six  aims.  Cajit.  La  Peyrouse.  The 
Frenchman  had,  immediately  l)ef()re  the  action,  conveyed  Ma- 
jor Pinckney,  on  board  the  Languedoc,  Count  D'Estaign,  wish- 
ing to  have  an  officer  of  intelligence  and  conversant  in  the 
French  language,  near  his  person.  This  circumstance  beiiig 
incidentally  mentioned,  and  the  fact  established,  that  Major  P. 
was  present,  with  the  combined  forces,  before Saxannah.  Cajv 
tain  M'Kenzie,  contident  that  war  liad  not  weakened  the  force 
of  early  friendship,  said  to  the  gallant  Frenchman,  tendering 
liis  services,  "let  me  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  the  comforts 
I  stand  in  need  of  from  Tom  Pinckmy ;  let  him  but  know 
what  my  wishes  are,  and  lie  will  not  fail  to  have  them  fully 
gratitied."  How  cruel  the  recollection,  that  the  wild  ambition 
of  a  corrupt  and  arrogant  administration,  should  have  attempted 
to  estrange  hearts  united  l)y  such  congeniality  of  sentiments, 
from  each  other. 


MR.  JAMES  SIMPSON. 

It  should  forever  redound  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Simpson,  the 
first  President  of  the  Poard  of  Police,  that  the  only  use  which 
he  ever  made  of  his  power  and  influence,  was  to  mitigate  the 
suiferings  of  the  unfortunate,  and  l)y  generous  attention,  to  free 
them  from  every  taint  of  ])oliti(ral  animosity,  and  to  reconcile 
them  to  a  government  which  they  appeared  unable  to  resist. 
Nor  is  less  credit  due  to  him  from  his  clear  ])ercei)tion  of  the 
policy  which  should  have  been  atloj)ted  in  the  hour  of  triumph- 
ant sTiccess.  lie  constantly  opposed  e\ery  arbitrary  decree 
that  issued  from  the  higher  authorities,  and  warned  them  of  the 
inevitable  restdts  that  would  follow  the  tyrannical  measures 
pursued.  Wearied  out  by  his  fruitless  efforts  to  iiromote  a  re- 
conciliation, and  check  the  ])rogress  of  o])]iression  on  the  one 
hand,  a]id  of  discontent  on  the  other,  he  resigned  the  exalted 
station  which  lie  lield,  and  retired  to  Europe;  forebodinir  the 
disasters  and  disgrace,  that  were  sj)eedily  to  obscure  the  irlorv 
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(jf  Britain.  To  add  to  tlie  mirturv  of  tho  country,  Sir  Egertoii 
Leigli,  wai<  apjiointed  to  siu;ceed  him.  Wiiat  sort  of  man  he 
was,  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  my  First  Series,  page  225. 


CAPTAIN  M'MAHOIS. 

The  interesting  Anecdote  which  follows,  relative  to  the  ar- 
dent and  firm  attachment  of  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  to  the 
American  cause,  was  coinnnniicated  to  me  by  Cai)tain  M'Ma- 
hon,  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  llis  liberality  towards 
tlie  unfortunate,  while  Charleston  was  held  by  the  Britisli, 
proves  that  he  was  a  man  of  pure  and  honourable  sentiments, 
and  it  is  to  be  inferred  from  sucli  indications  of  wortii,  scrupu- 
lously the  friend  of  Truth.  His  words  were  to  this  effect, 
"  once,  l)y  instruction,  I  attem])ted  to  tamper  with  Colonel 
Pinckney,  and  touched  with  delicacy  upon  the  possibility  of  a 
reconciliation  with  our  government,  hinting  on  the  honours  that 
would  be  his,  should  he  openly  declare  liis  approbation  of  our 
measures.  The  result  was  indeed  humiliating  to  me.  Iwas^ 
instantaneously  awed  into  silence,  by  the  superiority  of  his  pa- 
triotic virtue,  and  felt  myself  degraded  by  the  otK(;e  I  had  un- 
dertaken." Who  that  knew  the  purity  of  his  att'ection  for  his 
country,  could  have  suspected  that  sordid  interest,  or  the  high- 
est honours,  in  the  gift  of  the  British  Monarch,  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  abandon  his  principles,  and  sacrifice  her  liberties. 

"There  was  not  a  purpose, 
Which  hie  soul  e'er  formed,  or  hand  acted 
But  he  could  have  bid  the  world  look  on, 
And  what  he  dar'd  to  do,  have  dar'd  to  Justify."-  Rowb. 


GENERAL  SIR  WM.  HOWE. 

In  my  sketch  of  the  celebrated  festival  at  Philadelphia, 
"<Ae  MiHcheanza^''  I  have  attempted  a  delineation  of  the  con- 
duct and  character  of  this  distinguished  officer.  The  portrait 
which  follows,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  far  more  accurate,  be- 
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iiig  drawn  bv  uuu,  wlio  was  ti  witneris  to  all  liis  actiuiis,  and 
who  knew  the  bent  of  his  disposition  thoroii<j;hly.  "  Before  he 
obtained  tlieconnriand  of  the  Army,  (ieneral  Howe  was  regard- 
ed as  an  officer  of  high  promise.  Ambitious  of  military  fame, 
lie  spared  no  pains  to  gain  information,  and  to  profit  by  their 
experience  and  improved  talents,  sought  the  society,  and  con- 
vei-sed  only,  with  men  of  superior  al)ility,  and  distinguished 
reputation.  But,  gratified  ambition,  soon  altered  his  views, 
and  induced  him  to  pursue  a  course  far  less  creditable,  and 
even  to  have  changed  his  nature.  The  sober,  sedate  soldier, 
degenerated  into  a  licentious  debauchee,  and  the  society  of  the 
wise  and  virtuous  ulKindoncd  for  that  of  the  most  depraved  and 
vicious  youths,  that  could  be  collected,  whose  highest  recom- 
mendations to  favour,  consisted  in  being;  able  to  excite  a  lauiili, 
even  by  exposing  to  ridicule  things  the  most  sacred  and  worthy 
of  admiration." 


LOED  RAWDON. 

In  looking  over  the  pajiers  of  a  very  distinguished  patriot, 
deceased,  which  had  been  put  into  my  hands  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  their  affording  me  some  information  that  would  assist 
me  in  the  completion  of  my  second  series  of  Revolutionary 
Anecdotes,  I  found  it  stated,  that  some  short  time  previous  to 
the  attack  tipon  the  American  Post  on  Sullivan's  Island,  a 
gold-laced  cocked  hat,  had  been  picked  up  on  the  sea-shore, 
whicli  had  the  name  "  Eawd- «."  distinctly  printed  within  the 
crown.  The  writer  makes  his  observations  very  fully  on  the 
folly  of  indulging  inordinate  ambition,  and  in  the  belief,  that 
his  Lordship  had  actually  perished  in  a  storm,  that  had  a  little 
before  occasioned  the  loss,  of  a  \ery  fine  ship  on  the  coast,  pro- 
claiming liis  fate  as  richly  merited,  for  having  quitted  tlie  free 
enjoyment  of  every  blessing  that  rank  and  fortune  could  be- 
stow, to  bear  arms  against  a  people  who  had  never  injured  nor 
offended  him,  and  to  whom  it  appears,  that  he  had  ])reviously 
declared  himsolf  much  attached.     And  upon  wliat  principle  did 
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he  ilu  tliis^  Nut  tliiit  lie  believed  their  resistance  criminal,  or 
their  resolution  to  defend  their  rights  unnatural,  or  iniiwlitic, 
but  solely  "  to  seek  the  bubble  reputation,"  and  by  aiming  at 
militarv  distinction,  to  gain  the  smiles  of  his  kiny;,  the  favour 
of  an  abandoned  administration,  and  the  aggrandizement  of 
fortune,  and  honours  to  his  family.  Happy  iiad  it  l)een  for 
Carolina,  had  he  perished  Ijetbre  he  trod  on  our  soil,  with  hos- 
tile intention.  Happy  for  his  country  too,  as  it  would  have 
saved  her  reputation  from  much  of  that  oblo([uy  which  has  been 
cast  upon  the  British  name;  for,  certaiidy  there  never  Wiis  an 
officer  in  comnuiiul,  who  appeared  so  litt'e  scrupulous  in  devia- 
ting wantonly  from  every  jirinciple  of  justice,  nor  one  who. 
with  more  rigid  severity,  followed  the  path  of  devastation  and 
ijloodshed.  Let  a  reference  be  made  to  the  lirst  series  of  Anec- 
dotes of  the  Revolution,  and  sufticient  evidence  will  be  found, 
of  his  uniform  desire  to  op2:iress: — his  despotic  nde  over  the  in- 
habitants of  Camden,  and  its  vicinity,  while  he  connnanded 
there,  and  the  ruthless  barbarity  with  which  multitudes  were 
daily  led  to  the  gallows.  Let  the  wanton  execution  of  Colonel 
Hayne,  Ijc  considered  as  the  climax  of  his  ambition,  to  put 
down  resistance  by  slaughter.  Yet,  other  charges  remain 
against  him  that  cannot  be  controverted  or  excused.  On  what 
possible  plea,  I  would  ask,  can  his  crafty  insinuations  against 
Colonel  Balfour  be  justiiied,  on  whom,  when  he  found  the  cur- 
rent of  popular  opinion  running  strongly  against  this  deed  of 
blood,  he  vVished  to  throw  the  turj)itude  of  the  act,  insinuating 
in  his  famous  letter  to  Colonel  Lee,  "  that  contrary  to  liis  in- 
clination, and  unceasing  opposition,  the  nefarious  deed  had 
been  insisted  upon,  and  finally  perpetrated."  Balfour  was  ac- 
tually dead,  or,  (as  the  letter  was  written  at  sea,  on  his  Lord- 
ship's passage  to  India,)  not  in  a  situation  to  defend  himself,  or 
to  rebut  so  unjustitiable  a  calumny,  wiiich  reiulers  the  attempt 
to  injure,  the  more  base  and  unpardonable.  The  fact  is,  Lord 
Rawdon  knew  full  well,  that  he  had  committed  an  act  appalling 
to  humanity,  which,  at  the  moment,  he  took  all  possible  pains 
to  justify,  but,  to  which,  when  he  found  the  opinions  of  society 
decidedly  opposed,  he  would  have  induced  men  to  believe,  that 

he  never  had  given  a  sanction,     I  will  sav  nothing  of  /its 
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amours,  save  only  that  it  was  an  insult  to  the  Anny,  and  an 
iinjustitiable  act  of  treachery  to  his  king,  to  quit  his  eonunaud 
when  he  knew  tluit  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  countrv,  equal 
to  the  guidance  of  it — lured  from  Ids  duty  l)y  the  beauty  and 
fascinations  of  a  lovely  woman,  to  follow  her  to  Europe. 

"  Where  were  thy  terrors  Conscience— where  thy  justice  ? 
That  this  bad  man  should  perpetrate  such  crimes. 
Insult  thy  sacred  power,  and  glory  in  it."— Fkancis. 
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PETER  JOHNSTON,  AND  SOLDIERS  OF  THE 
LEGION. 

Some  weeks,  spent  in  tlie  Summer  of  1820,  under  tlie  lios- 
pitahle  roof  of  my  early  c'oinpanion  in  arms,  and  justly  valued 
friend,  Judge  Peter  Johnston,  of  Abingdon,  Virginia,  gave 
considerable  increase  to  my  collection  of  Revolutionary  Anec- 
dotes, pai'ticularly  such  as  related  to  the  conduct  generally,  an<l 
gallant  ac^liievenients  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Legion. 
I  shall,  without  hesitation,  record  many  of  them,  more  espe- 
cially'such  as  give  evidence  of  the  foresight,  uimiffled  temper  in 
tlie  hour  of  peril,  and  intre])id  conduct  in  a(!tion  of  my  friend 
the  Judge;  persuaded,  that  they  will  be  perused,  with  as  much 
satisfaction,  by  my  readers,  as  attended,  when  related,  with  de- 
light to  myself.  I  shall  Iiegin  with  a  nan-ative  of  the  Murder 
of  Gillies,  j)articularly  as  it  liappened  under  the  eye  of  my 
friend,  in  the  first  rencounter  which  he  ever  had  with  the  ene- 
my. 

GILLIES. 

On  tlie  retreat  of  the  army  of  General  Greene  into  Virginia, 
subsequent  to  Morgan's  victory  at  the  Cowpens,  a  rencounter 
took  place  with  the  enemy,  which  strongly  evinces  tlie  sangui- 
nary disposition  of  Tarlton's  dragoons,  and  the  great  superiority 
both  in  strength  and  courage  of  the  Legioinirv  ('avalry.  The 
officers  of  the  Legion  were  about  seating  themselves  at  the  hos- 
pitable board  of  a  friendly  farmer,  when  Colonel  Otho  Wil- 
liams, who  commanded  the  Light  Corps,  rode  up,  attended  by 
a  countryman,  mounted  on  a  miserable  tackey,  and  exclaimed, 
"  to  liorse,  gentlemen,  the  enemy  are  at  hand."  This  honest 
fellow,  seeing  them  pass  his  field,  quitted  his  plough,  and  has- 
tened to  give  us  information  of  their  approa(;h.  Captain  Arm- 
strong, with  a  small  party,  were  immediately  ordered  forward 
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to  reconnoitre,  and  tlie  countryman  directed  to  serve  liini  as  a 
guide,  but  lie  decidedly  refused  to  do  so,  unless  a  better  liorse 
was  allowed  liiin  tliau  that  wliicli  liei'ode.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lee,  wishing  no  delay,  said  to  his  Bugler,  (Tillies,  a  gallant 
youth,  yet  in  early  lite,  "change  horses  with  him.  Gillies,  you, 
I  am  confident,  do  not  fear  to  trust  yourself  on  his  tackey." 
The  exchange  was  innnediately  made.  Armstrong  ])ushed  for- 
ward, and  Lee,  with  Lieut.  Lewis,  Peter  Johnston,  (then  serv- 
ing as  a  volunteer,  and  a  candidate  for  a  commission)  with 
eighteen  dragoons,  with  all  expedition  followed  liim.  After 
riding  a  mile  or  more,  Lee  became  impressed  with  the  convic- 
tion that  the  countryman  was  in  error,  and  determined  to  re- 
turn to  the  farm  house  where  dinner  had  been  left,  untouched, 
on  the  table.  For  this  purpose  he  turned  into  the  woods, 
through  which  the  nearest  course  to  the  spot  lay,  and  had  gone 
but  a  short  distance,  however,  from  tlie  road,  when  a  re]>ort  of 
pistols  was  heard,  dischai'ged  by  Armstrong's  orders,  to  give 
notice  that  he  had  met  the  enemy.  Lee  immediately  drew  his 
men  up  in  the  wofxl  by  the  road  side.  When  Gillies  was  pei- 
eeived  urging  his  tackey  to  the  utmost  of  his  speed,  striking 
him  at  every  step  with  his  cap,  and  smiling  with  the  lio]ie  of 
enjoying  the  termination  of  the  afi'air,  not  doubting  liut  that 
relief  was  at  hand.  The  moment  that  the  British  Dragoons 
arrived  at  a  point  opposite  to  the  Legionary  Detachment,  the 
charge  was  ordered,  but  too  late  to  save  jwor  Gillies,  who  fell 
covered  with  wounds.  Exasperated,  almost  to  madness,  to  see 
an  unarmed,  beardless  boy  thus  butchered  while  ottering  no  re- 
sistance, the  Legionary  Cavalry  rushed  forward,  and  in  a  fcAV 
minutes,  fourteen  of  the  British  lay  dead  on  the  field.  Their 
captain,  and  eight  men,  of  wliom  several  was  severely  wound- 
ed, made  prisoners.  The  remainder  of  the  ]>arty  fled  aiid  es- 
caped. Great  prowess  was  exhibited  in  this  une(|ual  conflict 
by  individuals.  The  British  had  thirty-seven  dragoons  en- 
gaged— the  Amei'icans  but  eighteen.  Serge.mt  Power  killed 
two  men  with  his  own  hand,  the  last  of  whom  died  a  martyr 
to  his  unbending,  ])olitical  jjrejudices,  for,  when  assured  that 
good  quarters  would  be  granted  him  o7i  the  surrender  of  his 
sword,  he  disdainfully  replied,  "it  is  tar  moi-e  grateful  to  me  to 
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die  tlian  to  proservp  iny  life,  l\v  yipldincj  my  sword  to  a  rebel." 
Peter  Joliiiston,  tlie  volnnteer,  must  liave  fallen  in  the  conflict, 
had  not  Sergeant  Broom  at  the  instant  that  a  deadly  hlow  was 
aimed  at  his  liead  by  a  back-handed  stroke  of  his  sabre,  sliced 
off  a  considerable  ])art  of  the  skull  of  the  British  dragoon  wlio 
aimed  it,  and  caused  tlie  uplifted  weapon  to  fall  without  effect. 
The  cry  for  revenge  was  universal,  and  Ca])tain  Miller,  who 
commanded,  would  have  been  sacrificed,  had  it  not  I>een  ascer- 
tained that  the  near  approach  of  the  nuiin  army  of  the  enemy 
made  it  necessary  immediately  to  retreat.  The  i>risoners  were, 
in  consequence,  sent  to  Colonel  Williams,  who  sent  them  again 
forward  to  Head-Quarters.  Wlieu  tlie  strong  excitement  of 
anger  having  subsided — the  Captain  was  spared. 

Interenting  Sequel  of  the  alove  Anecdote. 

A  strong  and  ])artia]  attachment  to  the  country  in  which  he 
had  served,  witii  distinguished  reputation,  and  united  with  it 
an  anxious  desire  to  meet  the  early  companions  of  his  yonth, 
several  of  wliom  still  survived,  having  induced  the  .Tiidge  to 
visit  the  South,  lie  left  Richmond  with  that  intent,  in  the 
winter  of  1820,  and  had  ])roceeded  on  his  journey,  as  far  as 
Guildford  (!ourt-house  in  North-Carolina,  when  an  accidental 
overturn  of  his  gig  put  a  check  to  his  ju'ogress.  He  had  Imiken 
a  shaft,  and  was  not  without  a  sutHciency  of  bruises,  to  make  a 
temporary'  sus|)ension  of  his  journey  desirable.  A  ha])])v 
chance  pointed  out  a  wagon-maker's  work-shop,  immediatelj' 
at  hand,  and,  at  a  little  distance,  the  house  of  Mr.  Tatam,  a 
gentleman  of  res]>ectability,  where  he  wa.s  assured  he  would 
meet  with  a  kind  and  hospitable  reception.  It  now  occurred  to 
Judge  .lohnston's  recollection,  that  he  could  not  be  far  re- 
moved from  tlic  spot  in  whicli  he  had  first  met  the  enemy,  and 
witnesseti  the  iiuissacre  of  ]K)or  Gillies.  To  ascertain  the  fact, 
he  related  the  adventure  above  stated  to  a  company  as^eull)led 
ai-ouiid  Jlr.  Tatam's  tire-side,  and  speedily  perceived  by  the  ex- 
pressive countenan(^es  of  several  of  his  auditoiv  that  the  event 
was  not  unknown  to  them.  Wlien  his  narrative  was  conclu- 
ded, a  lady   jire^eiit    feelingly  exclaimed,  "  I    have  heard   my 
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fatlier  relate  tlie  circnmstancefi  of  tliat  appalling  tragedy,  and 
the  death  of  Gillies,  an  hundred  and  a  hundred  times  over, 
and  without  tlie  slightest  diiference  from  the  statement  you 
have  just  made.  He  is  within  a  short  distance — I  will  sum- 
mon him  here.  He  will  be  delighted  to  converse  with  you, 
and  I  am  sure  von  will  be  glad  to  see  him,  particularly  when  I 
tell  you  that  he  was  the  individual  who  had  provided  the  din- 
ner for  yourself  and  brother  ofticers,  which  the  near  and  rai)id 
approacli  of  the  enemy  compelled  you  to  leave  untouched.  In 
a  little  time,  Mr.  Bruce,  the  gentleman  in  question,  arrived. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  state  what  the  feelings  of  two  genuine 
patriots  must  have  lieen,  on  meeting  after  a  separation  of  forty- 
two  years,  near  the  very  spot  where  the  one  first  engaged  the 
enemies  of  his  country,  and  the  other,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
action,  with  his  own  hands,  committed  the  body  of  the  mur- 
dered Bugler  to  the  grave.  I  can  only  judge  of  their  sensa- 
tions bv  tlie  ]>leasure  1  feel  in  giving  it  publicity.  Mr.  Bruce 
immediately  ottered  to  point  out  the  spot  where  Gillies  lay — 
and  renew  the  kind  offers  f)f  hospitality  which  had,  at  first  dis- 
tinguished his  feelino-s  towards  the  officers  Legion,  and  a  re- 
fnsal  of  them  was  only  accepted,  on  the  Judge's  pleading  ur- 
gent business,  which  comjjelled  him  to  go  forward.  When 
about  to  depart,  he  asked,  as  usual,  "  what  was  to  pay  for  the 
shelter  and  entertainment  afforded  him.  "  "  Sir, "  said  Mr. 
Tatam,  ''  a  word  cm  the  subject  would  crnelly  wound  my  feel- 
ings, your  account  with  me  was  settled  in  the  year  1781. 
Your  conduct  was  a  receipt  in  full.  " 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   LEE. 

The  conduct  of  Lee  upon  this,  as  well  as  every  other  occa- 
sion, was  highly  honourable  to  him.  Envy,  hatred  and  malice 
have,  on  various  occasions,  assailed  his  character.  Even  per- 
sonal courage  has  been  denied  him,  but  how  is  it  possible  to 
think  ill  of  a  man,  of  whom  that  intelligent  Soldier,  (icneral 
('harles  Lee  said — "this  gallant  youth  came  a  Soldier  from  his 
iniithor's  womb.'"     Of  whom  (Toneral  (ii'eene  said,  in  a  letter. 
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dated  February  18,  1782,  "  Lieut.  (Jul.  Lee  retires,  for  a  time, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  liealtli.  I  am  more  indebted  to  tiiis  offi- 
cer, than  to  any  otlier,  for  tlie  advaiitages  gained  over  tlie  enemy 
in  the  operations  of  the  hist  campaign,  and  should  be  wanting 
in  gratitude,  not  to  acknowledge  the  importance  of  his  services, 
a  detail  of  whicli  is  liis  best  panegyric.  "  Who,  in  the  memo- 
rable whiskey  insurrection,  was  selected  by  General  Washing- 
ton to  march  into  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  to  put  down,  by 
his  activity  and  decision,  a  revolt  so  disgraceful  to  America — 
and  of  whom  Lord  Cornwallis  was  known  to  say — "  1  am  ne- 
ver at  my  ease  when  I  know  Lee  to  be  in  my  neighbourhood, 
for  he  is  prompt  to  discover  the  weak  points  in  the  position  of 
my  command,  and  certain  to  strike  at  them,  when  I  am  least 
prepared  to  repel  his  attacks.  "  I  doubt  if  the  calumnies  which 
were  levelled  at  his  character  ever  reached  him.  ILid  they  been 
communicated,  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  that  in  the  language  of 
the  Great  Fabius,  when  reproached  for  avoiding  a  general  en- 
gagement with  Hannibal,  he  would  have  said — "  I  should  be  a 
coward,  indeed,  if  I  were  to  be  terrified  into  a  change  of  con- 
duct by  groundless  clamours  and  reproaches.  The  man  is  unlit 
to  be  trusted,  who  can  be  influenced  by  the  clamours  or  caprice 
of  tliose  he  is  appointed  to  command.  " 


PETER  JOHNSTON. 

That  implicit  confidence  should  not  be  placed  in  the  reports 
of  deserters,  has  often  been  e.xemplitied.  Lieut.  Col.  Lee,  in 
his  Memoirs  detailing  tiie  most  interesting  occurrences,  which 
took  jdace  at  the  siege  of  Augusta,  gives  a  striking  example  in 
point.*  He  states,  that  while  rapid  approaches  were  made  by 
the  besiegers  against  the  British  Post,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Brown,  an  intelligent  Sergeant  of  Artillery,  who  had  pretended 
desertion  expressly  for  the  pm"|)ose  of  destroying  the  Maham 
Tower,  likely  from  its  connnanding  height  to  force  a  surrender, 
succeeded  so  far,  by  expresssions  of  disgust,  against  the  service 

*  Vide  Lee^s  Memoirs,  p.  106. 
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he  had  quitted,  and  the  coiiimander  under  wlioiu  he  had  served, 
as  to  hill  suspicion,  and  to  he  actually  placed  in  the  situation 
the  best  calculated  to  ettect  it — the  Tower  iUelf.  Lee,  how- 
ever, reflecting  on  the  character  of  his  adversary,  of  whom  he 
had  a  very  exalted  opinion,  and  prepossessed  in  favour  of  his 
niilitarv  talents,  concluded  that  mischief  was  contemplated, 
and  in  tliat  belief,  renu)vinif  the  Sergeant  from  the  Tower,  com- 
mitted him  to  the  charge  of  tlie  Quarter  Guard.  Subsequent 
imfornuition  proved  the  j)ru(lence  of  his  conduct.  Colonel 
Brown,  after  the  surrender  of  the  Post,  frankly  declaring,  that 
under  tlie  pretext  of  directing  the  lire  of  the  besiegers  against 
the  Magazine  t>f  the  Garrison,  the  Sergeant  had  engaged  to  use 
every  art  to  gain  admission  into  the  Tower,  and  to  destroy  it. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  frequently  happened  that  timely 
information  received  from  deserters,  of  the  intended  move- 
ments of  an  enemy,  lias  saved  many  a  valuable  life  from  de- 
struction. I,  with  peculiar  pleasure,  mention  one  connected 
with  the  achievements  of  my  friend,  Peter  Johnston,  which 
happened  at  the  same  period,  and  at  the  same  place,  where, 
had  not  intelligence  been  comnnmicited  by  a  deserter  of  a 
contemplated  attack  on  the  trenches,  Johnston  and  his  entire 
command  must  have  been  cut  otf.  The  ditch  of  the  besiegers 
was  occujHed  by  that  othcer,  and  twenty -four  men.  It  was 
early  in  the  night  when  a  British  soldier  rushed  into  it,  and 
said  to  Lieut.  Johnston — "You  know  not,  Sir,  the  danger  which 
threatens  you,  a  party  of  tbrty  men,  British  soldiers  and  In- 
dians, is  now  paraded,  and  ready  to  throw  themselves  on  your 
command,  and  the  labourers  at  the  head  of  your  entrench- 
ment, and  without  immediate  precaution,  you  will  be  cut  to 
pieces."  Information  was  instantaneously  communicated  to 
Captain  Rudolph,  who,  with  the  Legion  Infantry,  was  within 
a  few  hundred  yards.  Lieut.  Jolmston,  at  the  same  time, 
mounting  his  men  on  the  revei-se  of  the  ditch,  instructed  them 
to  remain,  setting  on  their  hams,  until  an  order  to  rise  should 
be  given ;  when  they  were  suddenly  to  gain  their  feet,  and, 
with  deliberate  aim,  tire  on  the  approaching  foe.  In  tlie  interim 
he  posted  a  centinel  a  little  in  advance,  in  a  situation  in  which 
he  could  pt'iceivc  the  tirst  movements  of  the  eneiny  leaving 
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tlieir  works  towards  him.  The  ccntiiicl  soon  broujiht  intelli- 
gence tliat  he  liad  distiiu-tly  aseertiiined  tliat  tiie  enemy  were 
moving  ont  of  their  fosse,  which  was  not  more  tlian  twenty 
yards  from  the  head  of  the  American  entrenchment.  Lieut. 
Johnston  qnickly  heard,  as  a  further  evidence,  the  rattling  of 
their  cartonch  boxes,  and  allowing  them  time  to  api>roacii 
still  nearer,  gave  the  word  to  rise  and  fire.  The  effect  was  de- 
cisive. The  British,  instead  of  surprising,  were  themselves 
sur[)rised.  Contrary  to  expectation,  they  found  their  enemy 
prepared  for  their  rece]>tion,  and  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
their  force  being  cut  off",  the  survivors  fled  with  precipitation, 
and  sought  safety  within  their  fortification. 


Fnterestin^f  interview  hetween  Lieut.  Johnston  and  Mannering, 
a  Legionary  Soldier. 

In  the  Anecdotes  of  the  Revolution,  already  published,*  the 
singular  interview  which  took  place  between  Cooper  of  tlie  Le- 
gion and  myself,  is  particularly  detailed.  1  have  lately  heard 
from  my  friend,  Peter  Johnston,  of  one  which  occurred  between 
himself  and  a  Legionary  Soldier,  which  has  equal  title  to  be 
recorded.  Tlie  Lieutenant,  now  Judge  Johnston,  was  riding 
his  circuit,  and  stojiped  at  a  stream  to  water  his  horses,  where 
a  wagoner  liad  halted  his  team  for  a  similar  purpose.  There 
was  bomethinK  in  the  man's  countenance  that  reminded  the 
Judge  of  a  former  acquaintance,  and  he  said,  "  permit  me,  my 
friend,  to  ask  if  your  name  is  not  Mannering. "  "  Yes,  Sir, 
(replied  the  wagoner,  it  is. ")  "  Did  you  ever  serve,  rejoined  the 
Judge  r  "  I  did,  in  the  Legion  commanded  by  Henry  Lee, 
I  was  attached  to  the  infantry  of  that  corps."  "Do  you  re- 
member your  Lieutenant,  friend  J"  (continued  the  Judge.) — 
"  What !  little  Peter  Johnston ;  ()  full  well  do  I  reinember  him, 
the  soldier's  friend,  as  tine  a  white  haired  and  spirited  a  youth 
as  ever  served."  Then,  "give  me  your  hand,  Mannering,  and 
know  that  I  am  that  very  man.  "  "  You  that  man,  replied  the 
wagoner, — impossible, — Peter  Johnston  wasa  veij  likely  youth, 

•  Page  152. 
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with  light  hair  and  fair  skin,  and  you  old  gentleman  are  intirm 
and  weather-beaten,  and  over  and  above,  grey  as  a  badger. " 
A  short  conversation,  however,  set  matters  to  rights.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  relate  what  the  feelings  of  the  parties  were, 
words  would  be  inadequate  to  do  justice  to  them.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  the  Judge  M'as  delighted  to  learn  tliat  his  former  com- 
panion in  arms  liad  tiiriven  in  tiie  world,  and  was,  at  the  ])eriod 
of  their  meeting  returning  home,  liaving  advantageously  sold, 
at  Abingdon,  the  crop  of  the  preceeding  season. 


Interviewheiween,  Lieutenant  Johnsivn  and  Dennis  Hampton. 

I  SHALL  now  re(;ord  another  interview  between  my  friend  and 
a  soldier  of  the  Legion,  which  is  not  without  interest.  Not 
long  after  Congress  liad  j)assed  the  act  of  March  IStli,  1S18, 
granting  pensions  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  tlie  Tievolutionary 
army,  who  were  reduced  to  indigence,  the  Superior  Coiul  ol 
Law  for  Lee  county,  Virginia,  was  in  session,  when  a  man,  who 
appeared  to  be  about  sixty-two  or  sixty-three  years  of  age,  pre- 
sented himself  before  the  Judge,  claiming  the  beneilt  of  the 
act.  Judge  Peter  Johnston,  who  was  on  the  T5encli,  was  in- 
stantaneously struck  with  his  countenance,  and  impressed  with 
the  ])elief,  that  he  iiad  served  imder  his  conunand  in  tlie  Legion 
Lifantry  of  Lee.  To  ascertain  the  fact,  he  therefore  put  the 
following  interrogatories.  "  Did  you  at  any  time  serve  in  the 
Continental  army  during  the  Revolutionary  warf  "I  was 
in  that  service  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the 
war. "  "  To  what  corjjs  did  you  belong 'T  "  To  Lee's  Legion." 
"Were  you  with  your  regiment  when  it  left  the  Nortiiern  and 
joined  the  Southern  army  f  "  I  was.  "  "  Do  you  remember 
any  thing  romarkal)le  that  occurred  on  the  march  at  Petei"s- 
bursr  *"  "  Nothini);  but  that  Colonel  Lee  ordered  a  man  to  be 
hung  there  for  au  unpardonable  oft'ence. "  "  Do  you  recollect 
any  particular  circumstance  that  caused  a  great  confusion  at 
Guildford  C'Ourt-IIouse."  "  I  only  rememember  that  a  Tory 
was  brought  in  a  prisoner,  about  the  time  of  our  arrival  there, 
wiio  was  picketted  and  severely  burnt  in  the  feet  and  betWeen 
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his  toes  to  extort  intelligence,  and  that  no  torture  conld  induce 
him  to  speak."  "What  is  your  name."  "William  Jlainj)- 
ton. "  "There  was  no  man  of  that  name  attached  to  tlie  Le- 
gion, "  said  the  Judge.  "  I  have  given  my  true  name, "  said 
the  soldiei',  "  and  did  belong  to  the  Legion. "  "  Were  you  not 
wounded  at  Augusta,  in  Georgia,  by  a  l)all,  which  entered 
your  foot  at  the  instep,  and  passed  out  at  the  heel  ?"  "  I  was, 
sir,  but  how  came  you  to  know  that. "  "  Let  me  lirst  ask  fur- 
ther, who  eomuumded  your  platoon  wlien  you  were  wounded  V 
"  Lieut.  Peter  Johnston."  "  Would  you  know  your  Lieutenant 
if  you  were  now  to  see  himi"  "  Certainly,  sir.  "  "Do  you 
recollect  to  whom  you  sold  a  stout  flea-bitten  horse,  on  the  day 
after  possession  was  obtained  of  the  British  }>ost."  He  stared 
intently  in  the  Judge's  face  for  a  few  seconds,  when  recollec- 
tion l)reaking  suddenly  on  his  mind,  be  exclaimed,  rushing  for- 
ward and  extending  his  hand  witli  an  ex])ression  of  great  cor- 
diality, "  I  sold  him  to  you,  sir.  "  "  Answer  me  truly  then," 
said  the  Judge,  "  is  not  yoin*  name,  William  Dennis  i'"  "Wil- 
liam Dennis  Hampton  is  my  nauie.  "  "  You  certainly  were 
Dennis,  when  with  the  Legion.  "  "  True,  sir,  but  ever  since 
my  return  to  the  neighbourhood  in  which  I  lived  before  the 
war,  I  have  taken  the  name  of  Hampton.  "  "How  is  that  to 
be  explained,"  said  the  Judge.  "  Very  easily, "  replied  the 
soldier,  "  my  mother's  name  was  Dennis,  my  father's,  Hamp- 
ton ;  they  were  never  married,  and  I  was  known  by  my 
mother's  name  till  her  death,  when  I  took  the  name  of  Hamp- 
ton, in  addition  to  that  which  I  had  previously  borne. " 
Tiiese  multiplied  interrogatories  were  put  in  order  to  discover 
the  cause  of  the  change  of  name,  which  being  explained  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Judge,  it  gave  him  particular  plea- 
sure to  sign  tlie  certificate,  which  secured  a  pension  to  a  vet- 
eran, who  bad  ever  been  distinguished  as  an  intrepid  soldier, 
and  zealoiis  friend  to  his  country. 


JOSHUA  DAVISON,  OF  LEE'S  LEGION. 

JosnuA  Davison,  a  i)rivate  dragoon  in  the  Legion,  who  had, 
on  all  occasions,  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry,  received 
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at  the  battle  of  Guildford,  so  severe  a  sabre  wound,  as  to  be 
rendered  unfit  for  immediate  service.  That  every  facility 
might  be  aftbrded  for  his  recovery,  Colonel  Lee  ^ave  him  per- 
mission to  quit  the  army,  and  retire  to  his  father's  house  in 
Prince  Edward's  county,  Virginia  ;  and  the  more  easily  to  ac- 
complish his  journey,  allowed  him  to  take  his  charger  along  with 
him.  The  injury  received,  was  in  his  right  shoulder,  which 
totally  incapacitated  him  from  using  his  sword-arm.  Before 
his  recovery  was  perfected,  the  invasion  of  Virginia  was  ef- 
fected by  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  Tai-leton,  with  his  usual  activity, 
was  scouring  the  country  in  every  direction ;  his  particular  aim 
being  to  destroy  the  stores  said  to  be  deposited  at  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Court-House. 

Davison  hearing  that  a  large  body  of  British  cavalry  was 
near  the  spot  which  he  inhabited,  resolved  at  once  to  take  a 
look  at  the  enemy  he  had  so  often  encountered ;  and  his  sword- 
arm  being  useless,  loaded  an  old  squirrel  gun,  and  set  out  in 
search  of  them.  It  accidentally  happened,  that  passing  through 
a  thick  wood,  he  came  upon  a  road,  alongAvhich  Tarleton  liad, 
but  a  moment  before,  led  his  command.  Determined  to  take 
a  nearer  view,  he  at  once  fell  into,  and  followed  on  their  trail. 
He  had,  however,  advanced  but  a  small  distance,  when  he  per- 
ceived a  British  dragoon,  who  had  Iteen  ]ilundering  in  the  rear, 
rapidly  advancing,  who  drawing  his  sword,  exclaimed,  "sur- 
render immediately,  you  rebel  rascal,  or  you  die."  "Not  so 
fast,  my  good  felhjw,"  replied  Davison,  "I  am  not  prepared  to 
yield;"  when  raising  his  squirrel  gun,  with  his  left  hand,  he 
fired  it  off",  and  laid  his  advej-sary  dead  at  his  feet ;  seized  his 
horse  and  plunder,  and  carried  them  off  in  ti'iumph.  Some 
years  after,  a  gentleman  asking  him  if  he  had  been  satisfied 
by  killing  a  single  man  'i  "  By  no  means,'"  he  replied  ;  "  I  re- 
loaded my  pie('e,  and  went  in  pursuit,  but  my  firing  had  excited 
such  alarm,  and  Tarleton  fled  with  such  expedition,  that  I  could 
never  have  ovei'taken  him.  or  I  would  have  had  another  shooV 
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ROBERT  HARVEY,  OF  THE  LEGION. 

Robert  Harvey,  formerly  a  private  dragoon  in  Lee's  Legion, 
lately  died  at  Fincastle.  While  actively  engaged  at  Pyles'  de- 
feat, his  horse  was  shot,  and  fell  so  suddenly  and  heavily  upon 
him,  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  extricate  himself.  A  cir- 
cumstance the  more  distressing,  as  a  wounded  Tory,  who  lay 
at  a  small  distance,  was  using  his  utmost  endeavour  to  take  a 
decisive  aim  with  his  rifle,  and  dis])atcli  him.  His  only  chance 
for  safety,  rested  on  his  remaining  quiet  under  cover  of  his 
horse's  body,  till  assistance  could  be  aft'orded.  At  this  moment. 
Captain  Eggleston,  with  a  few  dragoons,  passed  by  the  wounded 
man,  and  perceiving  one  of  them  ready  to  thrtist  his  sword 
through  his  body,  forbade  it,  as  an  a(!t  of  unnecessary  cruelty. 
Harvey,  observing  that  the  Tory,  unmindful  of  the  favour 
shewn,  (having  a  better  aim  at  men  elevated  above  him,) 
was  about  to  lire,  called  aloud,  "  take  care  Captain  Eggleston, 
or  yon  are  a  dead  man."  The  rifle  was  at  the  instant  dis- 
charged, and  the  ball  passed  so  near  the  Captain's  ear,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  that  he  had  actually  received  a  blow  on  the 
side  of  his  head.  Justly  exasperated  at  the  ingratitude  of  the 
wretch  he  had  spared,  Eggleston  wheeled  i-ound,  and  by  a 
thrust  of  his  sword,  dispatched  him.  Harvey  was  now  relieved 
from  the  a,wkward  jiositiou  in  which  he  lay,  happy  to  escape 
not  only  the  Tory,  but  the  Catawba  Lidians,  who  were  ex- 
tremely active  on  this  occasion,  running  over  the  ground  for 
the  sake  of  plunder,  dispatching  every  wounded  man,  whether 
friend  or  foe.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state,  that  Harvey,  at 
the  Conclusion  of  the  war,  by  active  industry,  acquired  a  very 
handsome  fortune,  that  he  lived  highly  respected,  and  died  re- 
gretted by  all  wlio  knew  him. 
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SEEGEANT  CUSACK,  OF  THE  LEGION. 

This  important  service  was  achieved  before  tlie  Legion  moved 
to  the  South ;  but  as  the  credit  of  it  is  due  to  a  soldier  of  the 
regiment,  I  do  not  tliink  that  tlie  recording  of  it  in  tliis  place, 
will  be  deemed  improper.  While  the  British  held  possession 
of  New-York,  a  gang  of  desperate  marauders  from  tliat  post, 
infested  every  part  of  the  Jerseys.  They  were  headed  by  Fen- 
ton,  a  robl)er  of  celebrity,  whose  activity  destroyed  every  chance 
of  travelling  with  secnrity.  To  attempt  his  destruction,  Ser- 
geant Cusack,  having  six  men  nnder  iiis  orders,  fitted  up  a 
wagon,  in  which  such  articles  were  exposed  to  vicM',  as  would, 
probably,  allure  to  plunder,  his  associates  being  snugly  con- 
cealed in  its  body.  The  stratagem  pi'oved  successful :  Fenton, 
and  foiu'  of  his  associates,  who  incautiously  rushed  forward 
from  a  place  of  concealment,  were  tired  on  and  left  lifeless  on 
the  spot,  while  a  reward  of  live  hundred  dollars,  oflered  by  the 
Governor  of  Jersey,  was  paid  to  the  contrivers  of  it. 


I  have  still  another  anecdote  to  relate,  but  of  so  melancholy 
a  cast,  as  to  be  considered  by  some  of  my  friends  untit  for  pub- 
lication. That  great  severity  was  exercised  towards  a  prisoner 
is  true ;  and  that  it  would  have  been  unpardonable  had  the 
slightest  trait  of  humanity  been  exercised  by  the  individual, 
when  he  first  burst  into  the  apartment  of  the  man,  whose  life 
he  threatened  to  destroy,  I  am  ready  to  grant.  But  the  feroc- 
ity of  his  maimer,  gave  just  cause  to  ai)])rehend  that  his  ob- 
ject was  to  plunder,  and  his  ultimate  aim,  death  to  the  party 
assailed.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  late  day,  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
savage  mode  in  which  the  war  was  conducted,  more  espec- 
ially between  the  native  Mhigs  and  torics.  I  remember  full 
well,  to  have  heard  a  Lieutenant  in  the  British  71st  Regiment 
say,  that  a  few  days  previous  to  the  battle  of  Guildford,  when 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  vain  endeavoured  to  trace  the  movements 


I 


REVOLUTIONARY    ANECD0TK8.  121 

of  General  Greene,  imd  tu  penetrate  into  his  intentions,  a 
young  lad  was  brought  into  camp,  who,  when  questioned  with 
regard  to  the  position  of  the  American  army,  steadily  rei)lied, 
"you  will  find  it  soon  enough."  Tarlkton,  wlio  stood  by,  be- 
ing highly  exasperated,  drew  his  sabre,  and  making  a  chop  at 
the  youth's  hand,  dei)rived  it  of  one  of  liis  iingei-s,  saying, 
"Will  you  7U)w  tell  me  where  is  Greene."  With  steady  and 
undaunted  countenance,  tlie  reply  was  to  the  same  purpose  as 
before,  "  You  will  know  time  enough."  Five  times  was  the 
blow  repeated,  but  with  us  little  success.  The  youth  had  his 
secret,  and  he  kept  it.  This  cruelty  was  exercised  by  a  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  of  Di-agoons,  considered  the  pride  of  the  army 
— its  greatest  ornament.  "I  wish,"  said  Lord  Cornwallis, 
(writing  to  him)  "you  could  divide  yourself  into  three  parts — 
we  can  do  nothing  without  you."  Perhaps,  the  same  spirit  of 
decided  attachment  to  the  cause  he  supported,  actuated  him, 
and  he  was  obstinately  silent  from  the  fear  of  answering  ques- 
tions, which  might  be  put  to  him,  improperly.  At  all  events, 
the  provocation  was  great,  and  examples  of  still  greater  bar- 
barity were  not  wanting  to  palliate,  if  not  to  excuse  the  act. 
Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  Legion  at  Guildford  Court- 
House,  a  countryman  entered  our  quarters,  (said  my  inform- 
ant) having  a  prisoner  in  custody,  and  said  to  Colonel  Lee, 
"While  I  was  at  table  with  my  family,  this  fellow  burst  into  the 
room,  and  putting  the  muzzle  of  his  rifle  to  my  breast,  bid  me 
deliver  everV  thing  that  I  had  of  value,  or  prepare  to  die.  I 
knew  that  no  sort  of  trust  could  be  ]>laced  in  this  sort  of  gen- 
try, and  that  the  surrender  of  my  property  would  be  the  signal 
for  death.  So  I  made  a  grab  at  his  rifle,  and  turning  it  aside, 
it  went  ofl'  without  doing  me  injury.  A  severe  struggle  fol- 
lowed, when  getting  entire  possession  of  it,  I  struck  him  on  the 
head  with  tlie  but,  and  drove  the  cock-pin  prett}-  deep  into  his 
skull.  The  severity  of  the  wound  made  him  my  prisoner,  and 
I  brought  him  along  for  examination,  for  he  seems  a  cunning 
chap,  and  I  dare  say,  has  plenty  of  intelligence,  if  he  can  be 
made  to  part  with  it."  To  all  the  questions  put  to  him,  not  a 
word  was  returned  in  reply.  The  wounded  man  was  obsti- 
nately silent.      Dr.  L'viiie,  Surgeon  of  the  Legion,  examining 
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the  liead,  found  that  the  skull  was  fractured,  and  that  the  brain 
could  be  seen  plainly  through  the  hole  made  by  the  cock -pin. 
Thrustino;  his  fin<!;er  into  it,  and  drawing  it  back  again,  a  por- 
tion of  the  brain  remained  on  the  point  of  it.  "  Ilis  obstinacy 
must  be  overcome,"  was  tlie  universal  cry.  "Picket  him," 
said  Lee.  Tiie  order  was  obeyed,  but  without  effect.  A  red- 
hot  shovel  was  applied  to  the  bottom  of  his  feet,  and  even  in- 
troduced between  his  toes,  but  not  a  feature  of  his  countenance 
was  altered,  nor  did  he  utter  a  word  of  com])laint.  "  The  se- 
verity of  liis  wound,"  said  Dr.  Irvine,  "  has  produced  insensi- 
bility—all feeling  is  destroyed — the  man  must  die."  "  Place 
him,"  said  Colonel  Lee,  to  Cornet  George  Carrington,  "  under 
a  coi-poral's  guard,  aiid  be  you  answerable  for  him."  The  or- 
ders were  obeyed.  Night  came  on,  and  Cari'ington  was  quietly 
reposing,  when  a  musket  was  discharged,  and  a  loud  shout  pro- 
claimed that  the  prisoner  had  escaped.  Tiie  fact  was  so — the 
wounded  man,  wlio  had  been  playing  a  part,  no  sooner  per- 
ceived that  a  chance  of  escape  was  afforded,  (the  centinel 
placed  over  him,  becoming  careless,  from  a  conviction  that  one 
so  much  injured,  could  not  run)  than  he  leaped  up  and  ran  oft', 
and  though  fired  on  and  glosely  pursued,  could  not  be  over- 
taken. 


Peter  Johnston  was  originally  intended  for  the  Church,  his 
father's  great  object  was  to  make  him  an  Episcopal  Minister; 
but  he,  himself,  giving  a  preference  to  a  military  profession, 
he  clandestinely  quitted  the  paternal  mansion,  and  joined  the 
Legion  as  a  volunteer,  and  candidate  for  a  commission.  I  have 
already  said  enough  of  him  to  prove,  that  he  was  a  prudent, 
active  and  most  intrepid  soldier.  His  diligence  in  acqiiiring  a 
knowledge  of  his  profession  was  great — his  attachment  to  liter- 
ature, very  conspicuous.  Whenever  there  was  the  least  respite 
from  duty,  wiiile  his  brother  officers  were  seeking  amusement, 
or  indulging  in  dissipation,  Johnston  would  always  be  found  at 
his  studies.  The  war  concluded,  he  returned  to  his  tather's 
hotise,  and  was  well  received.  His  thoughts  were  immediately 
turned  to  law  and  politics.     He  acquired  celebrity  at  the  bar. 
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and  was  elected  to  the  honourable  station  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  He  did  not,  however,  throw  aside 
his  youthful  propensities,  and  actually  lic;urcd  as  a  General 
Officer  at  the  head  of  the  Virginia  Militia;  but  being  now 
more  iTiclined  to  civil  life,  he  accepted  the  appointment  of 
Judge  in  some  of  the  upper  districts  of  the  State,  and  now  hon- 
oured, esteemed  and  admired  by  all  who  know  him,  resides,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  great  comfort,  at  Abingdon,  in  Washington 
county.  The  Judge  was  early  married  to  a  lady  of  a  most  es- 
timable character,  and  particularly  distinguished  by  her  talents 
and  accomplishments.  He  has  been  the  father  of  ten  children, 
nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom  now  live,  with  the 
exception  of  the  eldest  son,  who  has  been  dead  for  sevei'al 
years,  leaving  a  disconsolate  widow,  who  needs  only  to  be  seen 
to  be  admired  and  loved.  I  have  often  heard  her  declared,  the 
very  counterpart  of  her  mother-in-law.  The  sons  are  all  active, 
industrious  and  amiable  men,  and  the  daughter,  a  young  lady 
of  high  promise. 


CAPTAIN  J.  EGGLESTON. 

I  Mi;sT  apologize  to  my  readers,  and,  in  a  particular  manner 
to  his  family,  for  the  incorrectness  of  my  statement  relative  to 
the  impatiQuce  which  he  displayed  at  tlie  period  that  he  lost 
his  leg  by  amputation.*  To  my  friend,  Judge  Johnston,  I  feel 
particularly  indebted  for  the  information  that  has  made  me 
sensible  of  my  error,  and  enabled  me  to  correct  it.  He  assures 
me  that  atYer  the  decree  of  the  attendant  surgeons  on  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  off  the  leg,  that  Major  Eggleston  submitted  to  the 
operation  with  the  most  exemplary  composure  and  becoming 
fortitude,  and  that  not  the  slightest  sign  of  impatience  was 
shewn  by  him  from  its  commencement  till  it  was  completely 
iinished. 

I  have  erred  too  in  another  respect.  I  have  attributed  to  him 
the  capture  of  an  entire  foraging  party  of  the  13ritish,  on  the 

•  Vide  Firet  Series,  p.  125. 
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retreat  of  their  army  from  Ninety-Six.  Now  1  iuive  no  right 
to  force  upon  liim  an  liononr  that  he  never  claimed.  The  act 
was  Armstrong's,  and  Eggleston,  with  tlie  frankness  and  gen- 
erous feehng  of  a  soldier,  never  failed  to  acknowledge  it.  Lee, 
knowing  that  the  rich  settlements  south  of  Fridigs's  Ferry, 
could  alone  supply  the  enemy  with  the  forage  whieii  they 
w«uld  require,  detached  Eggleston,  having  Armstrong  under 
his  command,  to  the  prohable  scene  of  action.  An  advanta- 
geous position  was  immediately  taken,  and  their  a])proach  ex- 
pected with  anxious  solicitude.  A  party  of  dragoons  very 
speedily  appeared,  but  fi'oni  the  mistiness  of  the  day,  their 
numbers  could  not  be  ascertained,  and  Eggleston  immediately 
countermanded  the  order  to  charge,  which  had  been  given  to 
Armstrong,  till  it  could  be  satisfactorily  discovered.  Arm- 
strong, however,  who  was  one  of  the  best  and  most  intrepid 
soldiers  that  ever  existed,  either  did  not,  or  pretended  not  to 
hear  the  order  of  his  connnander,  and  dashed  forward  with  ir- 
resistible impetuosity.  Disarmed  the  leader  of  the  British 
party,  and  so  completely  ])ut  them  to  route,  that  forty-tive  pris- 
oners, together  with  all  the  foraging  wagons,  were  taken  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  single  man.  Congratulated  on  the  importance 
of  so  brilliant  an  achievement,  Eggleston,  with  great  modesty, 
acknowledged  that  the  credit  of  it  was  altogether  due  to  his 
gallant  companion,  "for  had  ray  orders  been  obeyed,"  he  said, 
"  our  triumph,  in  all  probal)ility,  would  not  have  been  so  per- 
fect— a  greater  number  of  the  enemy  miglit  have  eluded  pur- 
suit and  escaped." 


CAPTAIN  LINDSAY.     » 

With  this  officer  I  never  had  the  honor  to  form  an  acquaint- 
ance ;  he  had  quitted  the  service  before  I  joined  the  Legion  ; 
but  I  have  heard  his  military  character  very  highly  spoken  of, 
and  there  is  one  instance  of  his  intrepidity  and  skilful  manage- 
ment, in  imposing  upon  his  enemy,  that  entitles  him  to  partic- 
ular commendation.  To  him,  it  was  unquestionably  owing, 
that  Colonel  Lee,  and  the  detachment  of  the  Legion  which  he 
commanded,  escaped  captivity,  when  surprised  at  the  Spread 
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Eagle  Tavern,  near  Philadelpliia.  Lindsay,  while  barricading 
the  door  of  the  Tavern,  the  more  eft'ecttially  to  keep  out  the 
enemy,  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  hand,  which  incapaci- 
tated him  from  the  further  use  of  his  arms.  Having  nothing 
to  do  below,  made  his  way  to  an  upper  apartment,  and  pretend- 
ing to  see  the  approach  of  friends  from  a  neighbouring  wood, 
set  up  a  loud  Imzza,  and  beckoning  with  great  eagerness,  as  if 
to  accelerate  their  movements,  so  completely  deceived  the  Brit- 
ish, who  imagined  that  a  strong  reinforcement  was  at  hand, 
that  tliey  galloped  off  with  i)reci])itation,  leaving  Colonel  Lee 
at  liberty  to  quit  the  house,  and  retire  at  his  leisure. 


DR.  MATTHEW  IRVINE. 

A  snoET  sketch  of  the  services  of  this  meritorious  officer,  is 
given  in  my  First  Series,  page  13-1.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  it. 
I  have  mentioned  that  his  great  fault,  if  fault  it  can  be  called, 
was  the  too  constant  exposure  of  his  person  in  action,  being 
frequently  found  in  the  heat  of  battle,  when  his  post  should 
have  been  in  therear,  attending  to  the  wounded.  A  departure, 
however,  from  the  strict  line  of  duty  was  productive  on  some 
occasions  of  great  advantage.  At  Eutaw,  for  instance,  Irvine 
could  not  avoid  the  temptation  of  taking  a  near  view  of  the 
battle,  and  seeing  General  Greene  alone,  (his  aids-de-camp  be- 
ing detached  to  different  parts  of  the  line  with  orders)  he  rode 
up,  and  assured  him  that  he  was  ready  to  execute  any  com- 
mands that'  he  might  honour  him  with.  "  Quick  then,  (said 
Greene)  to  Colonel  O.  Williams,  order  him  to  bring  forward 
his  command  with  trailed  arms,  charge  the  enemy  with  the 
bayonet,  and  make  the  victory  our  own."  The  message  was 
delivered  with  promptitude,  and  produced  all  the  effect  expect- 
ed from  it.  Dr.  Irvine  married  a  lady  at  tho  conclusion  of  the 
war,  distinguished  for  her  patriotic^  attachment  to  her  country, 
and  settled,  as  a  physician  in  Charleston.  Let  his  medical 
friends  speak  more  particularly  of  his  professional  celebrity.  I 
shall  be  content  to  say,  that  for  humaTiity  to  the  poor,  hospital- 
ity to  strangei's,  warm  and  enthusiastic  attachment  to  his 
friends,  and  jjcrt'ect  devotion  to  his  family,  no  man  has  been 
more  beloved  and  admired  in  society,  than  Dr.  Irvine. 
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PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  OF  COLONEL  BEAU- 
FORT'S DEFEAT.* 

CoL.  Beaufoet  commanded  a  detachment  of  three  hundred 
men,  whom  he  had  collected  at  Petersburg,  in  Virginia,  and 
marched  them  to  the  South,  tliat  they  might  join  their  respect- 
ive Regiments  in  garrison  in  Charleston.  Arriving  at  Lenud's 
Ferry  on  the  Santee,  he  received  intelligence  of  the  surrender 
of  the  City,  and  being  at  a  loss  what  course  to  pursue,  sent  an 
express  to  General  linger,  the  Continental  officer  of  the  high- 
est rank  in  Carolina,  for  instructions.  An  order  was  received 
to  retire  to  Hillsborough,  in  North-Carolina,  taking  Camden  in 
the  route,  in  order  to  remove  the  ammunition  and  military 
stores  deposited  there,  together  with  thirty  or  forty  British 
prisoners,  pi'eviously  captured.  If  unable  to  remove  the  stores, 
liis  orders  were  to  destroy  them.  Colonel  Beaufort  executed 
the  order  with  precision.  On  his  arrival  at  Camden,  such 
stores  as  could  not  be  removed  were  thrown  into  a  neighbour- 
ing creek,  and  his  roxite  continued  via  the  Waxaw  settlement, 
towards  Hillsborough.  On  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which 
the  corps  was  attacked.  Captain  Adam  Wallace,  (Beaufort  hav- 
ing resolved  to  halt  for  a  day,  in  order  to  refresh  his  horses, 
which,  from  the  heavy  loads  which  they  drew,  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted,) invited  Adjutant  Bowyer  to  walk  out  with  him.  The 
latter  ol)sei'ving  that  the  spirits  of  his  companion  were  unusu- 
ally depressed,  inquired  the  cause,  and  was  answered,  "  I  have 
known,  for  two  or  three  days,  that  I  am  to  die  on  this  day." 
Bowyer  laughed  at  what  he  deemed  idle  superstition  !  Wal- 
lace became  angry,  and  said,  "  You  know  full  well,  Sir,  that  I 
am  not  afraid  of  death.  Whatever  event  may  occui*,  I  shall  do 
my  duty."  The  approach  of  a  youth  on  horse-back,  put  an 
end  to  the  conversation. — "  Where  from,  my  lad,"  exclaimed 
Bowyer.  "  I  lefl  Ridgeley's  mills  this  morning,"  he  replied, 
"  and  on  my  way  hither,  passed  a  large  body  of  troops,  most  of 
whom    were   mounted — the  rest  well   armed,  and   on  foot." 

*  romniiinicated  by  Colonel  H.  Doyer  of  Fincaslle,  then  acting  as  Adjutant  to  the  Corps. 
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Wallace,  turning  quickly  to  Bowyer,  asked  "  Do  you  not  think 
my  anticipations  likely  to  be  acconiplislied  ?"  Tlie  lad  was 
conducted  to  Colonel  IJeautort,  and,  without  tlio  slii:;htest  devi- 
ation, repeated  the  information  first  communicated.  The  con- 
tinuation of  the  retreat  was  instantaneously  resumed,  hut  the 
corps,  had  scarcely  proceeded  two  miles,  before  the  sound  of 
Tarleton's  bugles  was  lieard,  and  a  British  officer  was  perceived 
riding  forward,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce.  Adjutant  Bowyer  was 
instructed  to  meet  him.  Captain  Kinlocli,  the  advancing  offi- 
cer of  the  British,  told  Bowyer,  that  he  could  make  no  com- 
munication to  him,  and  deuuinded  a  personal  interview  with 
Beaufort.  A  message  to  that  cft'ect  being  sent  to  the  Colonel, 
he  immediately  repaired  to  the  spot.  Captain  Kinlocli  then 
proposed,  on  the  part  of  Tarleton,  that  Boa>ifort,  and  his  detach- 
ment, should  surrender  as  prisoners  of  war,  on  the  same  terms 
as  those  granted  to  the  Garrison  of  Charleston,  stating,  at  the 
same  time,  that  his  strength  was  uj)\vards  of  six  hundred  men, 
half  of  thein  cavalry.  The  terms  M-ere,  without  hesitation, 
rejected  by  Beaufort,  who  did  not  believe  that  a  force  as 
strong  could  have  reached  the  neighbourhood  through  which 
he  was  marching.  (!!aptain  Kinlocli  assured  him,  on  his  hon- 
our, as  a  gentleman  and  officer,  that  his  statement  was  correct; 
but,  Beaufort,  maintaining  his  opinion,  dismissed  the  flag,  re- 
turned to  the  groimd  where  his  detHchment  was  drawn  up, 
across  the  road,  assembled  liis  officers,  and  consulted  with  them 
on  the  subject  of  Tarleton's  demand.  The  general  opinion  con- 
curred with  that  of  Beaufort.  One  officer,  (Bowyer,  thinks 
Captain  Clayborne  Lawson,  of  the  4th  Virginia  llegiment) 
proposed  that  the  wagons  should  be  brought  together  ant!  a 
barrier  to  the  enemy  formed,  behind  which,  the  detachment 
should  be  posted.  But,  it  was  suggested  that  such  a  i)lan  would 
probably  further  the  views  of  the  British  commander,  who 
might  have  sent  forward  only  a  small  body  of  soldi ei"s  to  amuse 
and  detain  Beaufort  till  a  force  ade({uate  to  his  destruction 
could  be  brought  up.  Every  arrangement  was,  in  the  interim, 
made  for  action.  The  British  Cavalry  quickly  appeared,  and 
commenced  an  attack,  which  was  unsuccessfully  continued  for 
about  fifteen  minutes,  when  Major  M'Arthur,  who  commanded 
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tlie  Infantry,  came  up.  The  British  force  exceeded  Beaufort's 
detachment  in  number.  Weakened  hj  a  variety  of  extra  duty, 
tlie  command  scarcely  exceeded  two  hundred  men.  M'Artliur, 
attacked  the  left  with  the  bayonet,  while  the  Cavalry  assaulted 
the  right.  The  officers  commanding  platoons  on  Beaufort's 
left,  being  all  killed,  and  the  command  thrown  into  confusion. 
Adjutant  Bowyer  was  ordered  to  advance  with  a  flag,  and  to 
say  to  Tarleton,  that  he  was  willing  to  accept  the  terms  otfered 
before  the  action  began.  The  Adjutant  remonstrated  by  say- 
ing, that  as  the  firing  still  continued,  the  execution  of  the  order 
would  be  impracticable,  exposing  the  bearer  of  the  flag  to  the 
shot  of  both  parties.  Beaufort  repeated  his  orders,  in  positive 
terms,  and  the  Adjutant  rode  forward,  with  a  handkerchief 
displayed  on  the  point  of  his  sword.  When  close  to  the  Brit- 
isli  commander,  he  delivered  Beaufort's  message,  but  a  ball  at 
the  moment  striking  the  forehead  of  Tarleton's  horse,  he  plunged 
and  both  fell  to  the  ground,  the  horse  being  uppermost.  Ex- 
tricated by  his  men  from  so  perilous  a  position,  the  exas])erated 
ColoTiel  rose  from  the  ground,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  des- 
patch him.  They  immediately  gathered  round,  and  several 
cuts  were  made  at  him,  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  par- 
ry and  avoid.  V>j  this  time.  Captain  John  Stokes  and  Lieut. 
Willison,  who  occupied  a  position  opposite  to  that  where  the 
Adjutant  was  surrounded  by  the  British  Dragoons,  and  saw  the 
danger  impending  over  him,  directed  their  platoons  to  Are  at 
the  gronj).  They  were  well  obeyed,  and  the  bullets  thrown 
among  the  party  around  the  Adjutant,  frightening  the  horses, 
gave  him  an  op]iortuhity  of  diishing  through  them,  and  eifect- 
ing  his  escape  unhurt.  His  horse  was  seriously  wounded,  but 
not  sufficiently  so  to  prevent  his  carrying  his  master  to  a  place 
of  security.  The  overwhelming  force  of  the  British  then  pre- 
vailed, and  a  dreadful  Tuassacre  of  the  detaclnnent  followed. 
The  rage  of  the  British  soldiers,  excited  by  the  contiTiued  fire 
of  the  Americans,  while  a  negotiation  was  offered  by  flag,  im- 
pelled them  to  acts  of  vengeance  that  knew  no  limits.  Captain 
Adam  Wallace,  too  truly  predicted  his  own  death.  He  fought 
with  consummate  intrepidity  as  long  as  he  had  strength  to 
raise  his  arm,  and  though  rpiarter  was  tendered,  refused  to  sur- 
render. 
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SERGEANT  MITCPIELL. 

The  intrepidity  of  tiii*;  oxcellont  soldier,  merits  iiartitndar 
notice.  There  were  no  Ensigns  attached  to  tlie  command,  and 
when  it  was  ascertained  tliat  a  contest  mnst  ensne  vvitli  Tarle- 
ton,  the  Adjntant  selected  Mitchell  to  bear  the  colonrs,  as  he 
had  always  been  distingnishcd  for  correctness  of  condnct,  and 
was  connected  with  a  family  of  high  respectability.  In  the 
progress  of  the  battle,  Tarleton  led  an  attack  on  the  centre  of 
the  line  where  Mitchell  was  posted,  with  his  Standard.  The 
intrepid  Sergeant  was  cnt  down,  and  the  stafi'  of  his  colours 
broken.  Grasping  the  part  to  which  the  colours  were  attached, 
he  retained  it  firmly  in  his  hands,  while  dragged  to  a  distance 
of  fifteen  yards.  The  British  Dragoons  now  gathered  round 
him,  and  would  immediately  have  mangled  him  to  death,  but 
Captain  Kinloch  dismounted  and  ])rotected  him  from  their 
rage,  declaring  that  so  gallant  a  soldier,  though  an  enemy, 
should  not  perish.  Mitchell  survived  his  wounds,  though  se- 
vere, removed  at  the  close  of  the  war  to  Georgia,  became,  from 
his  acknowledged  merits,  a  Brigadier  General,  and  was,  but  a 
few  years  back,  a  hale  and  hearty  man.  This  narrative  of 
facts,  comes  within  my  own  knowledge,  except  what  I  have  said 
of  Sergeant  Mitchell,  which  I  received  from  Judge  Stokes. 

(Signed)  HENRY  BOWYER. 

A  true  copy  attested. 

Peteb  Johnston. 


I  WAS  assured  by  General  Thomas  Pinckney,  who  visited 
the  Hospitals  at  the  Waxaws,  in  which  the  wounded  were  letit, 
that  he  found  many  of  them  absolutely  naked,  having  been 
stripped  of  their  clothes,  and  that  the  average  of  wounds  in- 
flicted, amounted  to  sixteen  to  eacli  man.  This  sanguinary 
massacre  was  one  of  Tarleton's  most  atrocious  acts  of  barbarity, 
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yet  it  exalted  liiin  in  tlie  favour  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  "and  raised 
his  military  reputation,  in  the  opinions  of  the  British  nation, 
to  the  most  exalted  degree  of  perfection.  That  unnecessary 
severity  was  exercised,  cannot  be  doubted.  Five  out  of  six  of 
the  American  party,  by  the  victor's  oHicial  accounts,  were 
either  killed,  or  so  badly  wounded  as  to  be  incapable  of  l)eing 
removed  from  the  field;  w\n\e  _five  only  of  the  British  were 
killed  and  twelve  wounded.  I  had  always  thought  that  this 
instance  of  delilierate  barl)arity  was  nn])aralleled,  but  a  friend  of 
mine,*  who  was  actually  a  visitor  at  the  Castle  at  Dublin,  on 
the  evening  that  a  victory  was  announced,  gained  by  Sir 
Charles  Asgill,  over  the  insurgents,  assured  me,  that  it  was 
stated  that  twelve  hundred  men  were  slaughtered  on  one  side, 
and  but  fourteen  killed  on  the  othei".  Curiosity,  it  was  said, 
had  led  many  of  the  peasantry  to  appear  on  the  field,  merely 
as  lookers  on,  and  from  the  desire  to  witness  a  battle,  liut  the 
rage  for  slauifliter,  once  bejian,  the  sword  was  used  without  too 
scrupulous  an  examination  of  principles,  and  all  who  came 
within  its  reach  perished. 


RALPH  IZARD,  SEN. 

Strict  propriety  required  that  I  should  have  introduced  the 
name  of  Mr.  Izard,  among  the  i)atriots,  the  most  distinguished 
in  the  Civil  Department,  for  there  was  not  in  the  State,  a  man 
of  more  genuine  and  inflexible  republican  virtue,  than  himself. 
Had  his  disposition  been  more  mild  and  conciliating,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  but  that  his  usefulness  would  have  been  of  far 
greater  consequence,  in  promoting  the  cause  of  his  country,  but 
he  knew  not  how  to  unbend ;  his  general  deportment  was  aus- 
tere and  forbidding,  precluding  the  possibility  of  that  free  and 
confidential  interchange  of  sentiment,  essential  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  ])olitical  arrangements.  His  integrity  was  univei-sally 
acknowledged ;  his  firnniess  and  devotion  to  the  cause  he  had 
espoused,  not  to  be  shaken,  and  it  would  have  been  as  impos- 
sible to  have  turned  the  sun  from  its  course,  as  Mr.  Izard  from 

»  Mr.  J.  A.  Smith. 
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wliat  lie  ciiiicoivud  to  he  tlie  path  of  lioiioiir.  Tliis  steadinoa^ 
of  ])rincii)le.  made  him  loss  tolerant  than  he  would  otiierwise 
have  heeri,  cif  the  infirmities  of  others. 

"Ho  know  not  how  to  wink  at  human  friiilty. 
Or  pardon  wcaknctfs,  that  he  never  felt.  " 

He  considered  the  honour  of  his  country  so  closely  comiect- 
ed  with  liis  own.  that  the  slightest  tresjiass  against  the  one.  was 
regarded  as  an  insult  to  the  other.  On  the  election,  which 
took  place  shortly  after  the  evacuation  of  Charleston  l)y  the 
British.  I  had  tlie  honour  of  serving  as  a  Representative  from 
the  same  Parish  with  Mr.  Izard,  and  particularly  remember,  on 
one  occasion,  an  occurrence  that  will  forcibly  prove  what  I  have 
asserted  of  I  lis  undeviating  perseverance  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 
On  some  irregularity  in  debate,  Mr.  Izard,  who  had  delivered 
his  sentiments  with  more  tlian  ordinary  warmtli.  was  called  to 
order  by  two  members  at  the  same  instant.  Mr.  John  Hunter, 
a  sound  man  and  true,  was  the  one,  the  other  an  individual  of 
fluctuating  principles,  who  had  more  than  once  changed  his 
political  creed,  adhering  to  the  one  f>r  other  side  of  tlie  con- 
tending parties,  as  ap|>earcd  the  most  congenial  to  his  interests. 
He  had  once  been  in  the  Continental  service.  After  the  cap- 
ture of  Charleston,  had  changed  his  blue  for  a  red  coat,  and 
continued  with  the  J5ritisli,  till  their  blunders  and  uncontrolled 
severities,  exciting  the  indignation  of  every  individual,  con- 
vinced him,  that  by  the  relinqnishment  of  all  that  they  had 
gained,  they  could  alone  escai>e  the  chastisement  that  awaited 
them,  from  the  frimii[ilianf  army  of  Greene.  Removing  into 
the  inferior  country,  and  pre-eminently  distinguished  by  his 
|)lausii)ility,  in  making,  on  all  occasions,  the  worst  appear  the 
better  cause,  he  effectually  removed  every  sjwck  of  blame  from 
his  character,  and  was  returned  a  Meml)er  to  the  Legislature. 
~-His  course  was  now  comparatively  easy,  and  by  dint  of  etfroii- 
tery,  and  nnlimited  abuse  of  the  friends  he  had  lately  quitted, 
if  he  did  not  persuade  himself,  at  least  persuaded  others,  that  he 
was  a  perfect  model  of  excellence,  in  every  jjatriotic  feeling. 
Calling  loudly  to  order,  he  said,  "  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  entreat, 
that  you  will  compel  the  gentleman  to  confine  himself  to  the 
17 
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matter  uf  dehatc.  lie  iV  tuniiug  from  liis  sulijeet  altojretlier. '" 
Irritated  l)y  tlie  interruption,  and  .still  more  so  by  the  uM<rra- 
eious  mode  in  which  the  accusation  was  made,  Mr.  Izard,  re- 
(•ardini;  him  for  some  time  with  profound  contempt,  exclaimed, 
"I  am  taxed,  Mr.  Speaker,  hv  an  individual,  with  turuiiii;' from 
my  subject;  you,  Sir,  who  know  me  well,  and  every  member 
present,  who  does  know  me,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say,  that 
inconsistency  forms  no  pait  of  my  character.  My  accuser,  may 
twist,  and  he  may  tui-n.  without  the  risk  of  loss  of  character, 
lie  cannot  know  dciiradation. "  Then,  turnin<r,  with  a  bow  of 
profound  resjtect  to  Mr.  Hunter,  he  added,  "  You,  Sir,  are  a 
<;entleman,  I  will  reply  to  you  innnediately. '" 

When  the  motion  for  the  estal)lishmeut  of  County  Courts 
throughout  the  State,  was  first  made  in  the  House  of  Ilepre- 
sentatives.  Judge  Pendleton,  m'Iio  was  the  mover,  and  most 
strenuous  advocate,  endeavouring  to  parry  the  severe  sarcasms 
of  Major  Thomas  Pinckney,*  and  others,  said,  rather  tartly, 
'■  these  gentlemen  know  not  the  inconveniences,  to  which  the 
[loor  man  is  j)ut,  by  being  obliged  to  seek  for  justice  at  a  dis- 
tant Court,  and  at  a  great  increasie  of  expense,  when,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  system  projjosed,  law  will  be  brought  to  every 
man's  door.  Their  riches  makes  the  reso\irce  but  of  little  im- 
|)ortance  to  them.  The  poor  feel  it.  The  rich  are  beyond  its 
reach."  "Mr.  Speaker, "  exclaimed  Mr.  Izard,  with  great  agi- 
tation, both  of  voice  and  manner.  "I  am  now  able  to  solve  a 


*  Judj;c  VeiKlIetuii.  anions' other  iir-^uiuents  in  favour  of  County  Courtt^.  wild.  "  that  they 
were  admirably  well  calculated  to  promote  (*ociaI)ility,  and  to  strengthen  the  ties  of 
friendship  existing  betwe(;n  gentlemen  livinjr  in  the  same  neiyhbourliood.*"  "Mr. 
Spealier."  said  Major  Pinckney.  "  mere  arc  few  men  better  iiuaiified  to  speak  on  Ihie 
sulijcet  than  myself.  I  have,  as  a  recruiting  officer,  very  freiiucntly  attended  at  County 
Court  meetings,  and  invariably  found  them  the  best  rendezvous  for  the  enlistment  of  men. 
If  gaming,  drinking,  cock-figiiting.  horse  racing,  biting,  and  gouging,  arc  considered  as 
likely  to  promote  sociability  and  liberal  feelings  between  neighl)Ours,  I  agree  witli  the 
gentleman  in  opinion,  and  will  myself  become  tlie  advocate  of  bis  favorite  system.  But 
my  views  of  the  subject  are  at  present  widely  diflerent.  and  with  good  reason  :  the  cup  of 
conviviality,  it  is  true,  was  in  constant  circidation.  but  rarely  with  other  cflect  than  to 
produce  strife  and  contention.  The  feuds  of  tlic  parties  were  always  ad\antageous  to  me. 
My  comrades,  in  proportion  to  the  <iuantiiy  of  liquor  swallowed,  grew  more  atlectionately 
attached  t«t  me.  I  considered  my  ttrother  lawyers  as  sure  g.-ime.  T  iuvarial)ly  enlisted  a 
consideral)le  portion  of  the  Bar.  and  liad  it  not  been  for  respect  to  the  Bench.  1  conscien- 
tiously believe,  that  in  m-iny  instances  I  could  have  prevailed  on  their  Uonours.  tlic 
Justices,  to  have  accci)ted  of  the  bounty  money  also,  and  to  have  (juitted  the  soft  delights 
of  inglorious  ease,  to  engage  in  the  shocks  of  battle,  and  all  the  dangers  and  turmoils  of 
active  service," 
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mystery,  heretofore  inexplicahlt-.  1  have  lately  travelled  in 
froni  the  North,  and  to  speak  in  military  i)hrase,  precisely  in 
the  trail  of  the  Honorable  Judge,  the  niaynitude  of  hir;  i)nr- 
chases  have,  I  innst  confess,  tilled  ine  with  astonishnient.  Ne- 
groes in  one  section  of  the  country,  lands  on  speculation  in 
another.  Carriages  in  this  city — draught  horses,  and  agricul- 
tural inipleinents  in  that.  Blooded  aiiiniais  in  all  directions. 
-Vnd.  why,  let  me  ask,  this  inordinate  desire  to  possess  proper- 
ty t  I  will  tell  you,  in  tlie  gentlemen's  own  woi-ds.  He  has  as- 
certained that  riches  sets  a  man  above  law,  and  he  is  anxions 
to  make  the  most  of  his  own  notable  dis(!0very." 

As  to  the  excellence  of  Ids  understanding,  and  goodness  of 
ids  heart,  tiiere  were  but  few  men  of  his  day,  that  were  consid- 
ered as  his  superiors.  Unbounded  sacrifices  had  been  made 
l)v  him  to  support  the  cause  of  his  country;  his  entire  time  and 
his  talents  were  devoted  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  which 
the  high  stations  to  which  he  was  called,  required  of  him ;  yet 
prejudices,  arising,  as  I  have  stated,  from  his  distant  behaviour 
to  all  who  were  not  his  immediate  friends  and  associates,  in 
mixed  society,  caused  insunnountable  prejudices  to  exist  against 
him.  I  have  one  strong  proof  in  point.  General  Earnwell, 
who  was  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  Mr.  Izard,  knowing  that 
he  would,  at  any  time,  make  a  libation  of  his  blood  to  serve 
his  country,  endeavoured  to  obtain  tlie  consent  of  Colonel 
Wadsworth  of  the  interior,  on  most  sul)je(^ts  a  man  of  un- 
bounded liberality,  to  join  him  in  the  endeavour  to  make  Mr. 
Izard  the  Govenior  of  the  State,  at  the  moment  when  French 
aggressions  gave  strong  indication  of  a  determination  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  and  tran(jiullity  of  the  T'nion.  "  I'arnwell, 
(^said  the  Colonel)  I  would  willingly  jjromote  your  wishes  on 
any  other  j)oint,  but  with  regard  to  Mr.  Izard,  my  mind  has 
long  been  made  u\>.  He  may,  perhaps,  in  an  houi"  of  humility, 
acknowledge  the  superiority  of  the  Almighty,  but  I  am  ))er- 
suaded,  that  over  all  create<l  beings,  he  believes  that  he  has 
siu'h  decided  superiority  in  every  respect,  that  he  believes  that 
all  who  look  on  him,  view  him  with  reverential  awe,  and  that 
in  every  ])oint  there  is  an  obligation  to  yield  the  most  j)erfect 
submission  to  all  that  he  is  ])leascd  to  deem  right  and  ])roper 
to  be  done.     For  such  a  man  I  can  never  vote. " 
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Pm'tietdara  relative  to  the  Death  of  Mr.  John  Inglis,  killed 
by  ammfortvnate  miKtake,  at  a  Plantation,  near  CharleHtfm, 
in  the  year  1781. 

The  following  extract  from  a  series  of  letters,  i>iil)lisli(><l  in 
the  New- York  Statesman,  was  sent  to  me  from  Pliiladeljiliia, 
by  my  friend  Dr.  Mease,  with  a  request  that  I  wonld  inquire 
into  the  particular  cireumstances  of  the  case,  and  forward  them 
to  him,  that  the^'  might  be  transmitted  to  friends  in  Scotland, 
who  (though  strongly  prepossessed  in  favour  of  the  American 
character  and  conduct  of  our  citizens,  during  the  struggle  to 
obtain  the  independence  of  their  countr}-)  declared  themselves 
crnelly  mortitied  by  the  rejiresentation  of  a  murder,  distin- 
guished by  wanton  and  unparalleled  barbarity. 

EXTRACT. 

"  A  tablet  on  the  wall,  opjiosite  my  seat,  very  forcibly  at- 
tracted my  attention,  and  did  not  bes])eak  a  very  liberal  s])irit 
in  the  citizens  of  Inverness,  towards  the  Americans.  It  was 
erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  Inglis,  sometime  merchant  at  Savan- 
nah, Georgia.  The  inscri])tion  states,  'that  he  was  murdered 
by  a  band  of  rutiiaiis,  hired  by  the  execrable  Congress,  on  ac- 
count of  his  tidelity  to  his  king  and  country,  while  living  with 
a  friend,  near  Charleston, South-Carolina.''"' — (Jarter''s  Trnveh. 

\\\  my  first  publication  of  Revolutionary  Anecdotes,  (p.  251) 
the  death  of  Mr.  Inglis  is  mentioned,  with  the  strongest  expres- 
sions of  sincere  regret.  Called  ui)on  as  I  have  been,  for  par- 
ticulars relating  to  it,  I  shall  now  giveafnll  statement  of  facts, 
as  they  occurred,  declaring  a  thorough  conviction  in  my  own 
mind  of  their  perfect  authenticity.  I  was  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  Mr.  Inglis  in  Euro])e,  ami  knew'  him  to  be,  in  his  ])o- 
litical  opinions,  a  man  of  the  greatest  liberality,  adhering  to 
the  cause  of  Britain,  but  witliont  any  harsh  or  illilicrnl  prejn- 
dicc  aijainst    America,      lie  arrived  in  Charleston,  in  the   vcar 
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ITSo,  si'ckiii^-  to  iiiiprovo  his  tnitiiiK^  ns  a  iiici't-aiitili;  udveii- 
tiirer,  Imt  meeting  with  no  immediate  success,  wjw  induced  bv 
his  iVieiid  and  relative,  Dr.  Cletiioral,  to  accompany  him  on  a 
visit  to  his  ])lantation,  on  the  Ilorse-Shoe,  about  forty  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  city.  Colonel  Harding,  and  a  few  of  his  follow- 
ers, who,  about  tiiat  period,  had  raised  tlie  standard  of  opposi- 
tion against  the  tyranny  exercised  universally  througliout  the 
country,  by  the  British  army,  were  in  the  neiglilMiuriiodd  in 
dose  concealment,  and  Dr.  Cletherai  being  considered  aTi  ob- 
noxious ciuiracter,  an  immediate  determination  was  formed  to 
secure  him.  Ilis  house  was  accordingly  snri'uunded,  and  en- 
tered witli  so  little  noise,  tliat  Mr.  Robert  Read,  of  Prince  Wil- 
liam's, who  was  one  of  the  ])arty.  assured  me  that  lie  roused 
Dr.  Cletherai  out  of  a  sound  sleeji,  before  he  knew  that  lie  had 
any  danger  to  apprehend  from  an  enemy.  Mr.  Inglis  Jiearing 
a  noise  in  his  friend's  chamber,  (juitted  his  IxhI,  and  ran  into 
an  entry  tluit  separated  their  ajiartments,  when  being  called 
upon  to  declare  his  name,  no  sooner  replied  Inylis,  than  the 
contents  of  a  ritie  were  poured  into  his  breast — he  fell,  and  ex- 
pired without  a  struggle.  Greatly  agitated  by  so  uidooked  for 
an  event.  Dr.  Cletherai  feelingly  exclaimed,  "  You  have  done 
a  deed,  gentlemen,  which  nuist  cause  yom-  deei)est  regrets — 
Mr.  Inglis  is  a  ])erfect  stranger  in  your  country,  who  never 
cherished  a  thought  or  sentiment  injurious  to  America."  "  IIow 
i!an  you  make  that  assertion,  (exclaimed  the  nuin  who  had  done 
the  deed)  aiid  utter  in  our  presence  so  gross  a  falsehood  ;  for  a 
month  has  not  elap.sed,  since  Colonel  Thomas  Inglis  had  me 
haltered  for  a  very  trifling'  offence,  and  would  have  hung  me. 
I)ut  for  the  interposition  of  an  officer  of  the  Regulars,  whose 
humanity  saved  my  life."  "But  (rejoined  Dr.  Cletherai,)  the 
unfortunate  victimof  your  wrath,  is  not  f!ol.  Thomas  Inglis, 
but  Mr.  John  Inglis,  a  native  of  Inverness,  lately  arrived  from 
Enrojic,  who  never,  in  a  single  instance,  bore  arms  against 
America."  "  Then,  indeed,  (said  the  man.  whose  name  was 
Fraser.l  I  bitterly  lament  my  ]>recipitation  ;  for  I  also  am  from 
Inverness,  and  kiunv  -lohn  Inglis  intimately  well.  We  were 
school-fellows,  and  in  our  boyish  days,  jilay-fellows  and  friends. 
The  intinincv.  Doctor,  subsisting  between  yourself  and  Colonel 
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Tlionuifi  Inglis,  caused  tlio  niistiikc — for  liearing  the  name  of 
voiir  coin]>ani()n,  1  concluded  that  lie  must  have  been  tlie  man 
by  whom  I  had  been  so  cruelly  outrao-od  a  little  before,  and  I 
considered  the  thirst  for  vengeance  justitiable  botli  in  the  eyes 
of  God  and  man."  Tlie  facts,  as  I  have  related  them,  I  had 
from  Mr.  Head,  who  was  present,  and,  at  an  after  period,  from 
the  family  of  Mr.  Inglis  himself,  with  whom  I  lived  on  so  in- 
timate a  footing,  as  to  have  accompanied  Mr.  Alexander  Inglis, 
brother  to  the  deceased,  to  the  field,  where,  in  conjunction  with 
Captain  David  (!ampbell,  of  the  Dritish  sixty-third  regiment, 
I  liad  the  good  fortune  to  accommodate  ditferences,  and  l)ring 
about  a  perfect  reconciliation  between  the  ]iarties,  who  had 
been  previously,  intimate  friends. 

To  i)lace  a  tablet  tlien,  on  tiie  wall  of  a  Church  so  incorrect 
in  every  particular,  appears  to  trifle  with  ti-uth.  and  wilfully  to 
lie  in  the  face  of  Heaven.  It  must  necessarily  too,  kee]> 
alive  prejudices  that  should  long  ago.  have  been  buried  in  ob- 
livion. I  woidd  appeal  to  the  daughters  of  Mr.  Alexander  In- 
srlis,  now  settled  in  Inverness,  who  must  remendier  me  well, 
and  to  Mr.  John  Deas  Thompson,  a  respectable  gentleman,  at- 
tached to  the  Navy-Ottice  of  Great  Britain,  if  they  do  not  know 
me  incapal)le  c>f  making  a  false  statement  relative  to  the  unfor- 
tunate occurrence  which  took  place,  and  even  if  they  them- 
scdves,  have  not  constantly  heard  it  related,  exactly  as  detailed 
bv  me. 


Ilmoe'a  Narrative,  relative  to  an  A  merlcan   Officer. 

In  the  year  1785,  I  received  the  Anecdote  which  fallows, 
from  General  Robert  Howe,  of  North-Carolina,  then  a  resident 
in  New- York : — 

"I  was  walking  some  months  since,  in  one  of  the  ]>rin- 
cipal  streets  of  this  city,  when  my  attention  was  aftrncted  by 
the  remarkably  handsome  figure  of  a  man.  who,  with  a  frantic 
wildness  in  his  eyes,  and  a  countenance  filled  with  liurror,  be- 
trayed  the  most   nne(|uivoc!d   symptoms  of  disti-iictiou.      The 
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]thrL'iizy  of  ])iission  scoined  occasionally  to  siilisidi-,  lint  tlic 
tnurc'j  of  !i  (leui)  ami  settled  nielaiielioly  that  remained,  left  no 
duuht  with  regard  to  the  angnish  that  i)reyed  upon  his  heait. 
His  body  was  wasted  to  a  skeleton,  his  eoniplexioii  of  a  deadly 
jialoncss.  His  eoat,  tiiat  had  onee  heen  regimental,  was  thread- 
hare,  and  plainly  indicated  the  poverty  and  wretchedness  of  the 
wearer.  Approaching  nearer  to  him,  I,  with  grief  and  aston- 
ishment, recognized  the  features  of  Major ,  a  youth  of 

|ire-eminently  polite  and  amiable  manners,  and  of  distinguished 
bravery.  At  the  same  moment  lie  jierceived  me,  and  noting 
the  tixed  attention  with  which  I  viewed  him,  attempted,  with 
hurried  steps,  to  avoid  an  interview,  and  retire.  My  heart  beat 
high  with  ]iity  and  affection  :  I  ruslied  towards  him,  and  ere 
he  had  retreated  many  paces,  held  him  tirmly  in  my  arms. 
Finding  it  imjwssibe  to  avoid  conversation,  he  strove  to  assume 
an  air  of  cheei-fulness  and  composure,  and  by  every  possible 
means,  to  turn  my  attention  from  the  object  in  which  my  whole 
heart  was  interested,  to  wit,  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  anguish 
which  preyed  upon  him.  '  Come,  come,  my  brother  soldier,'  1 
said,  '  let  no  foolish  pride,  no  unwarrantable  delicacy,  tempt 
you  to  conceal  your  sorrows  from  a  friend  who  loves  _you — I 
have  secretly  witnessed  thetunnilts  of  yournund — an  agitation 
bordering  on  despair — and  am  resolved  never  to  quit  you,  till 
you  connnunicate  the  cause  of  your  grief,  and  put  it  in  my 
])ower  to  restore  your  mind  to  its  w(mted  tranquility.'  While 
yet  1  spoke,  a  boy.  who  liad  been  sent  to  the  Post  OfKce.  pre- 
sented a  letter,  and  retired.  The  Major  received  it  with  ti-endi- 
ling  hand,  anxiously  broke  the  seal,  and  with  precipitation  run- 
ning his  eyes  over  the  contents,  exclaimed  in  ecstasy — '  My 
God,  my  God,  1  tiiank  thee  I  Your  goodness  alone  has  saved 
me  from  inq)euding  destruction — from  the  mad  suggestions  of 
my  own  wicked  heart.  How,  my  dear  General,  siiall  1  presume 
to  look  upon  you,  when  1  confess,  that  though  a  soldier,  I  have 
shrunk  from  the  frowns  of  adverse  fortune,  and  feeling  my- 
self unequal  to  the  trial  of  condiatting  the  miseries  of  poverty, 
had  resolved,  by  n.iy  own  sinful  deed,  to  terminate  existence. 
My  pistols  are  loaded — they  now  lie  on  my  desk,  and  the  hand 
which  till  now,  has  never  been  employed,  but  in  the  held  of 
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tjlorv  mitl  lioiioiii',  would,  witliiu  an  liuiir.  have  l)ecii  lifted 
against  my  own  life.  Y^ou  arc  no  stranger  to  the  zeal  with 
which  I  have  served  my  country  ;  but,  probably,  know  not.  that 
to  i?u[)|iort  a]ipearanees.  my  fortune  has  l)een  sac-riticed — my 
youth  luivinir  been  s[ient  in  the  exercise  of  arms,  my  patrimony 
has  been  dissipated.  Creditoi-s,  whose  hearts  knew  no  compas- 
sion, have  driven  me  to  destractiori.  To  die,  seemed  tlie  ((uly 
means  by  which  1  could  escape  the  miseries  of  al)ject  [>enury. 
and  the  horrors  of  a  jail.  A  beneficent  Providence  has  saved 
me  from  the  crime  of  self-destruction.  By  the  letter  which 
you  saw  me  receive,  1  am  informed  of  the  death  of  a  relation, 
whtj  has  unexpectedly  left  me  a  very  considerable  estate.  My 
debts  shall  be  paid,  and  through  a  life,  wiiich  I  shall  endeavour 
to  jriake  useful  to  my  country,  next  to  my  God,  I  shall  return 
thanks  to  you,  to  whose  compassionate  attention  it  is  owing  that 
I  now  exist.'" 


Another  Narrative,  respecting  an  unfartimate  Officer. 

I  INTRODUCE  this  Anecdotc,  with  a  view  to  caution  my  young 
countrymen  nut  to  ])lace  too  great  a  reliance  on  tlicir  ability  to 
guard  against,  and  repel  the  encroachments  of  vicious  ])ropen- 
sities.  1  cannot  doiilit,  but  that  the  individuad.  concerning  whom 
1  urn  about  to  speak,  was  in  the  early  career  of  life,  in  his  own 
opinion,  sti'ong  in  vii-tuc,  and  in  his  adhesion  to  just  and  digni- 
fied jirinciples,  firm  as  adamant ;  yet.  in  an  unlucky  hour,  his 
mind,  impelled  by  the  indulgence  of  heedless  dissipation,  his 
strength  abandoned  him,  and  he  fell,  never  to  rise  again.  I 
would, on  no  consideration,  mention  names.  I  will  not  even  i)ai'- 
ticularize  the  State  to  which  he  belonged.  For  worlds,  I  would 
not  lacerate  the  feelings  of  surviving  relatives,  if  such  there 
l»e — who  would  know  that  the  statement,  thoue;!!  heart-rendiu"- 
in  the  extreme,  is  by  no  means  exaggerated.  Ilnrati",i'oY  so] 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  desigiuite  him,  was  born  to  fortune — 
his  estate  afforded  him  more  than  an  ample  competency  to  sup- 
ply nil  his  wants ;  he  coidd  give  indulgence  also  to  every  rea- 
sonable desire,      lie  entered  the  service  at  an  earlv  period  <if 
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tlif  lievdlutioM,  !uul  \>y  liis  zeal  and  activity.  aiMjiiircd  hutli 
rank  ami  reputation.  Pntniotion  gave  an  opixirtiiiiity  U>  gain 
additional  laurels,  and  lie  did  not  fail  to  improve  it.  His  ehar- 
aetcr  as  an  officer,  st(«>d  high  in  the  army ;  and  there  were  few 
names  more  formidable  to  the  enemy,  or  more  highly  respected 
than  that  which  he  bore.  Uncommoidy  handsome  in  person, 
and  engaging  in  manners,  there  was  a  strong  prepossession  in 
his  favour  wheresoever  he  appeared.  Liberal  as  well  as  brave, 
that  sentiment  was  uniformly  cherished  and  improved.  Few 
men  have  ever  enjoyed  a  greater  share  of  favouritism  than 
himself.  The  superiority  of  his  personal  attractions  were,  in- 
deed, such,  that  it  was  often  said,  that  a  better  model  would 
never  be  found  to  afford  a  just  representation  of  the  God  of 
War.  His  attachment  to  company  proved  his  ruin.  His  in- 
come was  not  equal  to  the  payment  of  his  expenses — he  became 
involved,  and  contracted  heavy  debts ;  to  the  ])aynient  of  which 
being  altogether  incompetent,  he  lost  all  respectability  of  char- 
acter, and  rapidly  depreciated,  till  sunk  into  the  most  abject 
state  of  wretchedness  and  depravity.  When  once  the  strict 
line  of  pro])riety  is  abandoned,  there  is  no  saying  to  what  deg- 
radation the  mind  will  not  submit.  Departure  from  duty  is 
[)alliated  and  excused,  and  enormities  justified,  that  would  i)re- 
viously  have  been  regarded  with  horror  and  detestation.  He 
who  was  accustomed  to  give  with  liberality — whose  purse  was 
always  open,  while  his  friends  stood  in  need  of  succour  and 
assistance,  "ijecame  now  so  eager  to  raise  funds  to  sui)port  his 
extravagances,  so  little  sensible  of  shame,  so  incessantly  pres- 
sing in  his  demands  (jn  the  generosity  of  all  who  were  inclined 
to  aid  him,  that  he  was  considered  a  scourge  to  society,  so  de- 
cidedly obnoxious,  that  his  friends  and  associates  were  com- 
pelled to  withhold  assistance,  and  leave  him  to  his  fate.  Dis- 
si[)ation  had  regularly  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  pecuniary 
distresses.  He  drank  to  excess,  and  with  the  meanest  wretches 
in  society.  Application  for  aid  was  next  made  to  strangers  and 
loungers  about  the  taverns,  and  every  pot-house,  in  the  city  he 
inhabited.  This  resource  for  a  time  afforded  relief,  it  lasted 
only  for  a  short  period.  It  was  not  even  then,  that  the  climax 
of  his  miseries  had  arrived.  Among  other  talents  possessed, 
18 
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he  was  an  excellent  nuiriieian.  und  whs  a  perfect  master  of  the 
violin.  A  talent,  wliich  had  been  once  a  source  of  |>leasiire 
and  anmseiiient,  was  now  exercised  to  gain  bread.  P>ut  bad 
habits,  strengthened  bv  indnlgence.  had  become  so  powerful 
and  inveterate,  that  his  services  were  enjiaged.  even  at  fandan- 
goes  and  negro  weddings;  and  where  money  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, he  was  content  to  stipulate  for  a  sufficiency  of  food,  and 
the  liberty  of  calling  for  liquor  ad  libitum. 


i 
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Spirit  of  Enterpeize,  a  distinguished  characteriMic  of  the 
American  Tr(x>p8. 

COLONEL  WHITE,  OF  THE  GEOEGIA  LINE. 

WiiiLK  the  siege  of  Savannali  was  carrying  on,  an  enterprize 
was  effected  by  Colonel  White,  of  the  Georgia  Line,  whicli  has 
more  the  air  of  a  romance,  than  of  a  reality,  tliongh  nnqnes- 
tionably  accnrately  stated  hyDr.  Ramsay,  in  his  History  of  the 
Revolntion,  in  Sonth-Carolina.*  Captain  Frencih,  of  the  Brit- 
ish army,  had  taken  post  with  one  hnndred  and  eleven  men, 
near  the  river  Ogeechee.  There  were,  at  the  same  pla(«,  live 
vessels,  manned  with  forty  sailors,  and  earryiTig  from  fonr  to 
fonrteen  gnns  each.  The  whole  surrendered  to  Colonel  White, 
CMi)tain  Elholm,  and  three  oth(!rs.  It  may  well  be  snp])osed 
that  stratagem  was  employed  by  the  \ictorions  i)arty.  Col- 
onel White,  by  keeping  np  a  nnnd)er  of  tires,  jndicionsly 
placed  around,  impressed  on  the  enemy  the  belief  that  he  M*as 
completely  surrounded,  and  that  an  immediate  surrender  would 
alone  save  his  men,  from  being  cut  to  ])ieces.  On  a  peremp- 
tory call  for  submission.  Captain  French  agreed  to  lay  down 
his  arms.  The  vessels  were  burned,  and  the  whole  command 
l)eing  cautiously  dejirivcd  of  the  means  of  defence,  were  marched 
ijito  camp  at  Siinburv,  by  the  proud  and  happy  conquerors. 


ACTION  AT  KING'S  MOFNTAIN. 

The  Post  at  Kiiig's  Mountain  was  connnandod  In'  Colonel 
Ferguson,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  intrepid  otticei-s  of 
the  British  army,  and  I  may  safely  add,  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous enemies  to  America,  from  the  influence  he  had  acquired 

»  \ol,  ii.  pp.   1-3.  AX 
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over  the  torv  inliahitants  of  tlie  np])er  Districts,  and  his  inde- 
fatiirable  zeal  in  traininijthein  to  arms  and  streiisjtiienina  their 
attachments  to  tlie  Royal  interests.  He  had  at  his  post,  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  Regulars,  and  a  thousand  men  of  his 
new  levies.  In  op])osition  to  him,  several  parties  of  volunteei"s, 
under  their  respective  leaders,  Cleaveland,  Campbell,  Shelhy, 
Sa^'ie^  and  Williams,  from  the  mountains,  Lacy  and  Hill,  fnjm 
the  surrounding  country,  approached  with  decided  hostility. 
Superiority  of  command  was  not  claimed  by  any  individual. 
Guided  by  their  resentments,  and  determined  to  check  the  en- 
croachments of  a  merciless  foe,  the  post  was  assailed  at  three 
different  points,  but  in  repeated  instances  without  the  least  ef- 
fect. The  several  attacking  columns  were  beaten  back  with 
loss.  The  resolution  to  conquer,  was  not,  however,  to  be  sub- 
dued. The  charge  was  again  and  again  renewed,  wlien  (Col- 
onel Ferguson  falling,  by  a  well-directed  rifle  shot,  tlie  tories 
became  panic-struck ;  called  aloud  for  mercy^,  and  without  fur- 
ther opposition,  surrendered.  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  hardy 
enterprize,  supported  by  iri-esistible  courage,  produced  tliis  mo- 
mentous achievement,  important  in  its  consequences  beyond 
calculation  ;  for,  had  victory  crowned  the  efforts  of  Ferguson, 
to  repel  his  enemy,  not  only  vigour  woidd  have  been  added  to 
the  exertions  of  the  tories,  who  had  decidedly  favoured  the 
Royal  cause,  but  the  wavering  might  have  been  induced  to  side 
with  the  triumphant  party,  and  enabled  Colonel  Ferguson,  to 
accomplish  the  great  object  of  his  ambition,  to  de]»ress  the 
American  people  by  the  exertions  of  their  own  degraded  and 
perfidious  brethren.  It  would  have  afforded  an  excellent  o]i- 
portunity  for  two  such  distinguished  tories  as  Cunningham  and 
Fletchall,  to  have  united  their  forces  to  his  victorious  com- 
mand, who  had  ))reviously,  from  the  confession  of  one  of  their 
most  intimate  associates  to  Dr.  Read,  kejit  aloof  till  it  sjiould 
be  ascertained  which  army  was  most  likely  to  gain  an  ascend- 
ancy over  the  other,  u^hen  they  crnild.  with  safety,  make  si 
choice  of  sides. 
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COLONEL  MEIGS. 

The  expedition  of  this  meritorious  officer  against  tlic  British 
post  at  Sagg's-liarboui',  Long  Island,  riclily  deserves  to  he  re- 
corded. Colonel  Meigs  had  served  with  distingnished  reputa- 
tion in  Canada,  and  was  present  at  the  assault  of  the  lines  at 
Quehee.  In  the  ordere  of  General  Wayne,  on  the  reduction 
of  Stoney  Point,  we  find  him  highly  complimented,  and 
thanked,  for  the  gallant  manner  in  wln'ch  he  led  his  Regiment 
to  the  attack.  But,  the  celerity  of  his  movements — the  clear 
perceptions  of  his  judgment,  in  arranging  his  plans,  and  carry- 
ing them  successfully  into  effect,  in  the  attack  of  the  foe  at 
SaggVhahour.  was  the  event  in  his  military  career,  which,  in 
the  liigliest  degree,  exalted  his  reputation. 

Ordered  by  General  Pai-sons,  who  liad  received  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  were  making  large  collections  of  grain,  forage 
and  hoives,  on  the  East  end  of  Long  Island,  to  im])ede  tiieir 
operations  andattack  their  posts,  he  embarked  with  his  com- 
mand in  thirteen  whale-lioats.  and  pressing  rapidly  forward, 
partly  by  land,  and  partly  l)y  water,  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty  men  of  his  detachment,  arrived  at  Sagg's-harbour,  attack- 
ed the  enemy  with  fixed  liayonets,  and  though  greatly  annoyed 
by  the  fire  of  a  slooj)  of  twelve  guns,  and  seventy  men,  burnt 
twelve  brigs  and  sloops,  rive  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of  press- 
ed hay,  oats,  corn,  and  other  forage,  in  consi(lera])l(>  (piantity, 
ten  hogsheads  of  rum,  aad  a  large  store  of  merchaiulize,  and 
carried  off  nini-ty  prisoners,  soldiers  and  sailors,  having,  in 
tweuty-fivc  hours,  transported  his  detachment  ninety  miles, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  killed  or  wounded. 


COLONEL  BARTON. 

I  AAi  sensible  that  I   am  about  to  repeat  a  thrice-told  tale, 
but  there  is  so  much  the  appearance  of  romantic  gallantry  in 
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tlie  exploit  of  Colonel  Barton,  that  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned 
for  ni!ikin<i  still  another  effort,  to  kocj)  it  in  view  of  all  who  de- 
light to  give  to  patriotic  enterprize  the  ajiplause  which  is  its 
dne.  Sometime  in  July,  1777,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barton, 
having  received  information  that  Major  (ireneral  Preseott,  who 
commanded  tlie  ]5ritish  and  foreign  troops,  on  Rhode  Island, 
had  established  his  Head-Quarters  at  a  coimtrj'  liouse,  at  some 
distance  from  tlie  main  body  of  his  army,  resolved  on  the  at- 
tempt to  bring  him  off  as  his  prisoner.  To  accomplish  his  pur- 
pose, thirty -eight  men  were  selected  from  the  line,  who,  Ijeing 
embarked  in  live  boats,  set  out  on  the  expedition.  The  task 
which  they  had  to  perform  was  difficult  and  dangerous.  The 
British  posts  on  the  Island,  were  many  and  strong,  and  report- 
ed to  be  ever  on  the  alert ;  while  a  considerable  Naval  arina- 
ment  protected  it  on  every  side  from  invasion.  The  ships  and 
guard-boats  being  passed  in  the  dead  of  night  with  mutfied 
oars,  and  no  discovery  made,  Lieut.  Colonel  Barton  landed  his 
party,  and  having  first  secured  tlie  sentinel,  entered  the  Gene- 
ral's apartment,  and  took  him  from  his  bed.  Mis  Aid-de-camp 
made  a  desperate  attempt  to  esca]>e  by  leaping  from  a  window, 
but  was  pursued  and  speedily  secured  also.  Expedition  was 
now  necessary  and  essential  to  safety.  A  large  body  of  Dra- 
goons lay  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  signal  rockets,  thrown  into 
the  air  from  different  (piarters,  showed  that  a  general  alarm 
had  already  spread.  Every  comfort  was  afforded  the  prison- 
ers, that  circumstances  would  allow,  and  Lieut.  Colonel  Bai'ton 
had,  at  early  dawn,  the  good  fortune  to  laud  them  in  safety-, 
after  a  passage  of  ten  miles,  at  the  spot  within  the  American 
lines,  from  which  he  had  set  out.  I  remember  many  years 
since  to  have  heard  a  highly  respectable  clergyman  say,  that  in 
tlie  year  174r),  he  resided  on  the  Post-road  between  Colodden 
and  Aberdeen,  and  that  in  the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the 
battle  was  fought,  on  which  the  fate  of  the  Empire  tle]iended, 
that  he  had  received  into  his  house  an  English  officer,  from  the 
South,  luistening  to  join  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  army. 
During  the  night,  the  Aid-de-camp  carrying  the  news  of  vic- 
tory to  Ijciudon,  demanded  hos])itality  mIso.  and  fully  relating 
the  extent  oi'  the  triumi)h  over  tlie  fbrces  of  the  Pretender, 
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tlie  Enoflisliiiiiui  cxclMiiiied  "  wuuld  to  Ilciivoii  tli.it  I  luul  that 
toriiiidiihlc  rehcl  (ionlon  of  Glenbucket,  as  my  prisoiier,  I 
would  fasten  liiui  up  in  a  caj^cand  carry  liini  as  a  show 
througli  England,  where  hU  terrilic  name  liius  nuide  sut-h  an  im- 
pression, that  there  is  not  a  down  tliroughout  the  country,  who 
does  not  helicve  that  he  eats  at  least  one  child  everv  niornin<r 
tor  his  breakfast.  I  should  speedily  nuike  a  most  ample  for- 
tune. "  I  was  ])resent  when  a  particular  friend  of  iny  own. 
sometime  after  Colonel  Barton's  successful  expedition,  address- 
ing liim  with  a  very  serious  air,  said,  **  J  wisii,  my  dear  JJarton. 
that  I  had  you  caged,  that  I  might  show  you  as  the  hero,  who 
had  made  a  prisoner  of  the  renowned  and  formidahlc  British 
General  Prescott.  I  would  ask  no  hetter  income,  tiian  the  cash 
that  would  be  received  from  the  exhii)ition.""  Tlie  Colonel 
appeared  delighted  at  the  thought,  and  I  seriously  believe,  that 
if  a  cage  had  been  in  preparation,  he  would  cheerfully  have 
stepped  into  it,  for  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  the  wonder  and 
astonishment  that  would  have  been  displayed,  when  the  gap- 
ing spectator  discovered  that  he  was  hat  a  man. 


There  was  one  trait  in  the  American  character,  which  every 
man  of  candour  must  admit,  has  not  been  rewarded  with  the 
commendation  to  which  it  was  richly  entitled.  I  allude  to  the 
spirit  of  enterprize,  which,  in  so  many  instances  caused  the 
bold  defenders  of  their  c-ountry,  to  submit  to  every  s]iecics  of 
privation  without  murmuring,  and  to  brave  all  danger  at  the 
call  of  duty.  If  we  regard  them  collectively,  I  tieem  it  im- 
possible that  the  evils  of  disease  and  famine,  together  with  the 
absolute  want  of  decent  clothing,  could  have  been  sustained 
with  more  perfect  resignation,  than  that  which,  under  the  most 
appalling  trials,  marked  the  general  conduct  of  the  Southern 
army,  under  the  Generals,  Gates  and  Greene.*     Nor  do  I  view 

*  This  exhibition  of  patient  suffering,  was  what  Captain  Barry,  of  the  British  Army, 
generally  (li[»tingui9hcd  by  the  name  of  "  Harry  Barry  Secretary,"  was  pleased  to  style 
oassive  com-(iije.  Loth  to  allow  any  specie**  of  merit  to  the  Americans,  he  was  wont  to  «iy, 
''  your  soldiers  Itnow  how  to  suiler,  but  they  are  destitute  of  that  activity  and  energy  that 
distinguishes  Britons,  who  delight  to  encounter  diftieulty  and  seek  danger,  and  who  are 
never  so  happy  as  when  an  opportunity  oilers  of  displaying  intrepid  daring."  But  where, 
I  wonder,  was  his  energy — where  the  bold,  daring  of  the  Briton,  when  al  Eutaw  he  sur- 
rendered his  sword  to  Lieut.  Manning,  presenting  the  handle  of  hit  dirlt  iu  an  imposing 
attitude,  and  threatening  to  shoot  him  if  he  ofl'ercd  resistance.    It  must,  like  the  courage 
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with  It'srt  ucliiiinitiuiu  tlio  steady  ijersevwaiu-o  of  tluit  iiiti-t'i>iil 
1)mik1  of  Nortlicrn  Heroes,  who  surinouiited  all  the  dlttieulties 
of  the  wildorness,  when  inarc-hiiiij  affaiiirit  Quel)ec.  The  hard- 
ships eiicou'.itered  by  the  first,  are  fully  detailed  in  my  lirst  se- 
ries of  Anecdotes.  I  will  hriefly  notice  those  of  the  last.* 
For  the  distance  of  three  hundred  miles,  not  a  house  was  seen, 
nor  a  human  countenance  to  cheer  ;  not  a  friend  to  direct  them 
in  their  course.  Incessant  labour  and  fatigue  destroyed  their 
strength  and  damped  their  energies.  They  were  either  com- 
pelled to  drag  their  batteans  uj)  rapid  rivers,  or  to  transport 
them  on  their  shoulders  over  difficult  carrying  places;  woods 
almost  impenetrable,  deep  morasses,  and  precipitous  moun- 
tains perpetually  impeded  their  progress.  Disease  was  rajiidly 
thinning  their  ranks,  and  famine,  in  its  most  ghastly  form, 
threatened  their  entire  anniliilation.  Already  their  dogs,  their 
cartouch-boxes,  and  shoes,  had  been  greedily  devoured,  and 
when  the  last  pittance  of  food  was  distributed,  a  distance  of 
thirty  miles  was  to  be  traversed,  before  it  wotdd  be  possible  to 
obtain  any  further  sujjply.  The  stoutest  hearts  niiglit  have 
been  appalled;  the  most  determined  courage  been  subdued. 
A  Colonel  Enos,  and  one-third  of  the  detachment  shrunk  from 
their  duty  and  returned :  the  rest,  sup])orted  by  their  enthusi- 
astic attachment  to  their  country,  with  nnaljated  fortitude  and 
constancy,  ])ersisted  till  the  gratifying  appearance  of  the  habi- 
tations of  men  assured  them  that  the  severest  of  their  trials 
had  ended.  Received  with  kindness  by  the  Canadian  inhabi- 
tants of  the  frontier,  settlements,  the  spirit  of  enterprize  re- 
gained its  pristine  vigour,  and  although  from  the  firnniess  of 
Carleton,  and  indefatigable  exertions  of  M'Lean,  these  bold 
adventurers  reaped  not  the  reward  of  their  labours,  yet,  it  must 
be  allowed,  that  they  deserved  it. 

of  Acres,  in  the  Phij',  have  ouzed  out  at  his  flngers"  ends,  for  he  yielded  hit*  weapon  witlioiil 
oppoi»itiou,  and  was  led  off  the  field  by  a  man  of  rather  diminutive  eize.  althou^jh  he 
reported  himself  "  onerpoivered  and  taken  by  an  imiiteme  Virginian.'' 

*  I  am  very  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  this  is  a  narrative  that  has  often  met  the  public 
eye;  one  wherein  I  can  introduce  nothing  of  novelty,  nor  add  any  incident  strikingly 
interesting,  but  it  is  so  admirably  calculated  to  prove,  when  actuated  by  the  love  of  free 
dom,  and  supported  in  their  exertion«  by  devoted  attachment  to  their  country,  what 
privations  men  can  patiently  submit  to— what  dangers  encounter — what  ditlicultica 
overcome,  that  I  chall  meet  with  pardon,  for  giving  it  a  place  in  my  present  aeries. 
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IMPOSITIONS  OF  FOREIGNERS  EMPLOYED  P,Y 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

I  AM  seiisiljle  tliat  in  tlie  upinion  uf  many  Eurojwan  [)uliti- 
eiaiiii,  tlie  popular  leaders,  tlirotijijliout  the  American  cuntiiieiit, 
c«)iitenij>Iated,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  Revolutionary 
contest,  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire,  and  total  sei)ara- 
tion  of  their  country  from  the  dominion  of  (Ireat  Britain.  Yet, 
I  am  far  more  inclined  to  believe,  that  their  views  did  not  ex- 
tend beyond  the  immediate  redress  of  existing  grievances,  and 
tlie  obtaining  from  the  King  and  Parliament  a  satisfactory 
pledge  against  any  further  encroachments  on  their  j'ights  and 
liberties.  Had  the  wish  to  establish  the  independency  of  the 
Colonies  existed,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  greater  pains 
would  have  been  taken  to  secure  its  accomplishment,  and  some 
traits  of  a  regular  system  been  discovered,  of  a  condjination  of 
influential  and  aspiring  men,  devoting  their  time  and  their  tal- 
ents to  that  oljject.  It  proceeds  not  from  the  indidgence  of 
national  vanity  that  I  say,  that  there  was  certainly  no  defi- 
ciency of  foresight,  or  of  political  intelligence  exhibited  by 
those  bold  and  adventurous  spirits,  who  first  stepped  forward 
iis  the  advocates  of  liberty,  or  want  of  zeal  in  encouraging  the 
resistance  they  had  dared  to  recommend.  But  tlie  sinews  of 
war  were  wanting.  The  munitions  necessary  for  defence,  in 
no  degree  proportionate  to  the  (piantity  required,  and  although 
opposition  to  hostility  was  by  general  consent  determined  on. 
its  successful  issue,  even  to  the  most  sanguine,  was  considered 
extremely  problematical.  The  deficiency  of  military  stores  be- 
ing confessed,  (and  it  certainly  does  not  appear  an  iniaginaiy 
want)  the  chance  of  obtaining  them  was  rendered  extremely 
precarious,  and,  from  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy's  cruizers.  al- 
most impracticable.  But  had  they  abounded,  the  want  of  men, 
properly  trained  to  arms,  and  of  ofiicers  competent  to  command 
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thuiu.  Would,  iicuesr^arily,  hiivo  panilyzed  exertion  ;  aiul  to  lueii 
of  less  rtaiiguiiie  tomperanient,  obscured  witli  deeper  i^liadeR 
the  p;lo(Jiii_y  ])ros])ect  before  tlieiii.  It  is  presuiiial)le,  also,  that 
with  the  view  to  get  rid  of  tlie  ari)itrary  dictates  of  a  foreign 
authority,  tliat  individuals  aspiring  to  the  attainment  of  hon- 
our and  renown,  woukl,  unceasingly,  have  endeavoured  to 
(piality  tlieniselves  to  meet  on  ecpial  terms,  the  experienced 
enemy  with  whom  tliey  had  to  contend.  But  tliis  was  far  from 
being  tlie  case;  aiul  it  wsis  not  till  the  sword  was  actually 
drawn,  that  the  studies  were  commenced,  and  the  information 
souglit  for,  wliich  ought  to  have  been  ])revi()Usiy  perfected. 
From  this  source,  many  disasters  whicli  attended  the  early  ef- 
forts of  the  American  arms  is  to  be  attributed.  Anxious  to 
obtain  knowledge  in  military  tactics,  and  to  (jualifv  themselves 
for  service,  they  indulged  a  credulity  that  nothing  liiit  tlie  ar- 
dour of  tlieir  zeal  could  excuse.  They  believed  every  foreigner 
wlio  called  himself  a  soldier,  to  be  one  in  reality,  and  every 
])reten(ler  to  raidv,  a  gentleman.  Deception  was  too  often  prac- 
tised with  success.  Individuals  were  engaged  as  engineers  who 
were  ignorant  even  of  the  most  simple  axioms  in  mathematics  ; 
and  Counts  and  Barons  received  into  the  best  society,  and  cai'- 
essed  as  devoted  admirers  of  the  cause  of  liberty,  who  had 
never  in  their  own  country  known  other  service  than  that  of 
administering  to  the  wants  and  caj)rices  of  their  superiors,  or 
sought  employment  with  any  other  views,  than  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  their  own  fortunes  and  conse<|uence.  The  genuine 
frankness  and  hospitality  of  Carolinians  mside  them  ]>eculiarly 
the  dupes  of  impostors.  All  who  promised  largely  were  con- 
sidered as  competent  to  the  performance  of  their  promises,  and 
contidence  was  inviiriabiy  tound  the  concomitant  of  jtrofcssion. 
Tlu!  history  of  the  war  in  the  interior  of  our  own  State,  affords 
ample  proof  of  the  incapacity  of  the  engineer  directing  the 
oi)erations  at  the  siege  of  a  fortress  of  im])oitance  to  perform 
the  duty  assigned  to  him.  Fi-om  his  want  of  judgment,  ap- 
proaches were  made  at  the  very  point  where  the  enemy  were 
least  vulnerable,  and  a  repukse,  attended  with  the  loss  of  many 
valuable  lives,  the  innnediate  consequence.  The  sieg(!s  of  all 
the  other  British  posts,  directed  by  Marion,  Sumter  and  I'it-k- 
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ens,  aiul  in  an  especial  manner,  by  Lee  and  Maliani,  were 
speedily  bronglit  to  a  snceessfnl  tennination.  Tliat  of  Ninety- 
Six  alone  proved  nnfortnnate. 

Of  the  impositions  practised  on  the  crednlons,  witii  rejiard 
to  the  assnmption  of  rank  and  title,  they  too  frequently  w- 
cnrred  to  excite  surprise.  T  have,  in  very  many  instances,  seen 
men  familiarly  associating  with,  and  seated  at  the  tables  of 
distinguished  character,  who,  had  they  occupied  their  proper 
stations,  would  have  been  i)laced  in  attendance  behind  them.  1 
will,  in  evidence,  bring  forward  one  instance,  well  rcnuMubered 
by  many  persons  now  living.  An  individual,  calling  himself 
the  Baron  dc  (Tlaul)nck,  was  greatly  caressed,  and  freely  re- 
ceived in  many  of  the  most  respectable  families  in  ( -harleston. 
I  never  could  perceive  a  single  trait  of  ex(!ellence  about  him  : 
his  great  delight  was  to  make  a  mockery  of  the  religion  he  jini- 
fessed.  and  to  endeavour  to  amuse  those  who  would  listen  to 
him  with  the  i)rowess  he  had  displayed  in  cutting  to  pieces  un- 
fortunate tories  who  were  ])ersuaded,  by  his  pretending  to  coin- 
cide in  opinion  with  him,  to  declare  their  sentiments  in  favour 
of  tJie  Royal  (Tovernment.  In  the  field,  as  might  well  be  sup- 
posed, he  was  far  more  active  in  ])ursnit,  when  victorious,  than 
in  o|>posing  an  enemy  who  resisted.  Tlepeated  acts  of  fraud 
drove  him  idtimately  from  society,  when  it  appeared  that  his 
origin  was  as  humble  as  his  pretensions  to  distinction  had  been 
exti'avagant.  I  was  myself  infornu>(]  by  a  Pennsylvania  sol- 
dier, who  had  been  his  early  friend  and  conn-ade,  that  he  had 
made  his  tii-st  appearance  in  America  as  a  Yager,  and  had  de- 
serted his  colours,  far  more  from  the  hope  of  bettering  his  for- 
tune, than  any  attachment  to  the  cause  or  to  the  cnuntiw.  of 
which  he  professed  himself  an  enthusiastic  admirer. 

That  the  highest  advantages  were  derived  to  Amei'ica,  from 
the  ardent  zeal  aiid  daring  enterprize  of  many  distinguislied 
foreigners,  no  one  can,  or  would  wish  to  deny.  The  services 
rendered  by  (leneral  Ijafayette.  l)y  I'aron  Steuben.  Pulaski, 
De  Kail),  Ternant,  Flenry,  I)uj>ortail,  ('and>rey,  J^enioy,  (tou- 
vion,  demand  otu'  warmest  applause,  and  very  many  otliers 
while  they  covered  themselves  with  the  jialm  of  renown,  ex- 
cited in  the  bosoms  of  the  peojile  of  Amei'ica  a  corresponding 
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tribute  of  affection  and  gratitude,  that  will,  to  the  end  of  time, 
cause  tliem  to  be  classed  among  the  most  distinguished  of  the 
heroes,  whose  firmness  and  intrepidity  established  in  our  coun- 
try, tlie  blessings  of  Liberty  and  Independence. 

There  were  many  others  entitled  to  high  encomiums.  One 
instance,  in  which  modest  merit  ventured  not  to  claim  tlie  dis- 
tinction which  was  its  due,  I  take  a  pleasure  to  record,  and  am 
not  without  hope  tliat  it  M'ill  be  received  with  approl)ati(>Ti. 

A  gentleman,  of  prepossessing  appearance,  a  subject  of  Rus- 
sia, genteel  in  manners  and  highly  gifted  in  accomplisliment, 
appeared  in  the  cantonments  of  the  army,  soliciting,  though 
fruitlessly,  a  continental  commission.  The  evil  that  I  have 
mentioned  above  began  to  be  severely  felt ;  and  confidence,  too 
often  bestowed  improperly,  gave  place  to  a  suspicion,  that  in 
many  instances  appeared  inconsistent  with  jiropriety.  The 
commander-in-chief  complained  to  Congress  that  he  was  wearied 
out  by  foreigners  perpetually  demanding  employment  when  he 
liad  little  to  bestow,  and  liis  mind  far  from  being  satisfied  with 
the  qualifications  of  the  applicants.  The  uniform  good  conduct 
and  genteel  deportment  of  the  individual  in  question  gained  for 
him  tlie  general  esteem  of  tiie  army,  and  particularly  attracted 
the  attention  of  General  Irvine,  who  received  him  into  his  fam- 
ily, and  appointed  him  his  aid-de-camp.  The  general  opinion 
was,  that  he  was  as  certainly  a  man  of  rank,  as  he  was  acknowl- 
edged to  l)e  of  iiigli  endowment  and  finished  education  ;  l)Ut 
on  that  head  he  jireserved  the  most  ])rofbund  silence.  Assum- 
ing the  name  of  Rose,  he  would  have  passed  liimself  off  as  a 
physician,  l)ut  it  was  s]>eedily  discovered  that  he  possessed  luit 
a  very  sligiit  knowledge  of  the  medical  art,  acquired  during  a 
short  residence  with  Dr.  Wisendolf,  at  Baltimore.  His  conduct 
as  a  soldier  was  exemplary  ;  he  was  brave,  active  ami  intelli- 
gent ;  and  wliile  liostilities  continued,  the  good  opinion  with 
which  he  had  inspired  his  (Htmpanions  remained  unshaken.  At 
the  conclusion  of  tlie  war  he  returned  to  his  native  country, 
and  for  many  years  was  no  more  heard  of.  At  length,  Imw- 
ever,  a  letter  came  from  liim  to  Colonel  Callender  Irvine, son  of 
tlie  General,  in  which  after  expressing  the  most  cordial  attacii- 
ment  to   his  friend  and  benefactor,  he  added — "An  affair  of 
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lionour  compelled  me  to  abaiuloii  my  own  country.  I  fled  to 
America  for  refuge,  was  graciously  received  by  your  venerated 
father,  and  cherished  by  him  as  a  son.  My  obligation  cannot 
be  told — the  powers  of  language  cannot  express  all  that  I  feel. 
I  wish  his  portrait  above  all  things — send  it  to  me,  that  I  may 
possess  the  delight  of  constantly  viewing  the  resemblance  of 
my  best  friend.  It  will  fill  up  the  measure  of  my  happiness — 
I  have  content  and  0])ulence.  The  mistress  of  my  early  atfec- 
ti<m  is  new  my  wife,  and  mine  is  the  honour  to  subscribe  my 
self,  the 

"BARON  DE  ROSENDOLPHE." 
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OVTTM  REIPTTBLICyE— r>^^  Congress  of  1765. 

[ COMUn'NIOATEI)    BV    A  DTSTINfJUISlIKl)    I'A'IKIOT.J 

Soith-Caroi.ina  is  literally  one  of  the  Nine  primitive  Mu- 
ses of  American  Liberty.  "BEFORE  THE  THIRTEEN 
WERE,  SHE  IS."  AVe  must  never  t'or<ret  that  the  i>arent  of 
the  Revolution,  the  very  Ovuia  RetpiihlicAf^  wAf.  the  ('oiigress 
which  convened  in  New  York,  in  1765.  Rut  nine  Colonies 
were  re])resented,  as  four  were  overpowered  by  the  Royal  party. 
Rut  South-Carolina  beat  down  the  stronj;  o])])osition  of  the 
Crown,  and  was  the  only  ove.,  South  of  the  Rotomac,  that  sent 
a  delegation.     This  was  the  achievement  of  General  Gadsden. 

In  this  priman-al  council,  our  members  were  far  from  bcitiii' 
insiguiiicant.  Three  committees  only  were  appointed,  and  of 
two,  tlie  sons  of  Carolina  were  chairmen.  Mr.  ]>ynch,  (father 
of  the  })atriot  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,) 
was  (;hainnan  of  the  one  to  jjrepare  an  address  to  the  House 
of  Commons;  and  John  Rutledge,  (who  then  was  but  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,)  of  that  for  the  House  of  Lords.  This  con- 
vention of  sages,  was  the  parent-]jlant  of  our  present  Confed- 
eracy of  Republics.  Thus  was  South-Carolina  among  the  al)- 
original  founders  of  the  rniim. 

Delegates  to  the  Congress  of  1765. 

Massachusetts  8. — James  Otis,  OIIvit  Partridge,  Timothy 
Ruggles. 

Rhode  Island  '■1. — Metcalf  Rowler,  Henry  Ward. 

Connectieut  3. — Eliphalet  Dyer,  David  Rowland,  William 
Samuel  Johnson. 

New- York  n. — Robert  R.  Livingston,  John  Crnger,  Pliilip 
Livingston,  William  Rayard,  Leonai-d  Lispenard. 

New-Jersey'?). — Robert  Ogden,  Ilendrick  Fisher,  Jose])h 
Rordeu. 
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Pi'imHijlcania  3. — .John  Dickinson.  John  Morton,  (iuoi-iiv 
Bryan. 

Delamare  3. — JhcoIi  Kolluck,  Thonuis  M'lvean,  Ca>sar  lioii- 
ney. 

Manjland  3. — William  Murdock,  Edward  Tilghman,  Tlio- 
niHs  TlinfTirold. 

Soutli-Carolltia  3. — Tlioniati  Lynch,  Christopher  Gadsden, 
John  Rntledge. 

Nine  Golonies.  and  Twenty-eight  Delegates. 

Extracts  from  the  official  Journal  (if   the  Cotu/ress  of  1765. 

Met  in  New- York,  on  Monday,  Ttli  October,  1765. — After 
having  examined  and  admitted  the  certiticates  of  api)ointment 
of  the  above  Membei's,  the  said  committees  proceeded  to  choose 
a  Chairman  by  ballot;  and  Timothy  Ruggles,  Esc].,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, on  sorting  and  counting  the  votes,  appeared  to  have  a 
majority,  and  thereupon  was  placed  in  the  chair. 

Renoloed,  nem.  6y>;i.,That  Mr.  John  Cotton,  lie  Clerk  to  this 
Congress  during  the  continuance  thereof 

/iesolvt'd ,  That  the  Committee  of  each  Colony,  shall  have 
one  voice  <jnly,  in  determining  any  (picstions  that  shall  arise  in 
the  Congress. 

After  meeting  regularly  every  day,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Sabl^atli.  tliey  concurred  in  a  declaration  of  tlie  rights  and 
grievances  of  Americta,  and  appointed  the  following  commit- 
tees, on  Saturday,  l!»th  October,  1765: — 

Upon  motion  voted,  that  Robert  R.  Livingston  of  New- York, 
William  Samuel  Johnson,  and  William  Murdock,  Escj'rs.  be  a 
(committee  to  prepare  an  Address  to  His  Majesty,  aud  lay  the 
same  before  the  Congress  on  Monday  ne.xt. 

Voted  also,  tliat  John  Rutledge  of  South-Carolina,  Edward 
Tilghman,  and  Philip  Livingston,  Escj^rs.  be  a  committee  to 
])rei)are  a  Memorial  and  Petition  to  the  Lords  in  Parliament, 
and  lav  the  same  before  the  Congress  on  Mondav  next. 

Voted  also,  that  Thomas  Lynch  of  South-Carolina,  James 
Otis,  and  Thomas  M'Kean,  Esq'rs.  be  a  Committee  to  prepai-e 
a  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  lay 
the  same  before  the  Congress  on  Monday  next. 
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After  liHving  attended  daily,  the  last  lueetiiig  was  held  mi 
Tluii-sday,  2-ith  October,  1765  :— 

Voted  uiianiinously,  tliat  the  Clerk  of  this  Congress  sign  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  deliver  a  copy  for  the  use  of 
each  Colony  and  Province. 

Having  fultilled  tlie  high  duties  with  which  they  had  been 
entrusted,  they  adjourned,  and  prepared  for  those  scenes  in 
which  many  of  them  acted  with  such  elevation,  and  which  have 
ended  in  the  establishment  of  the  happiest  Nation,  and  noblest 
Republic  on  earth.* 

*  An  authentic  account  of  this  Congress  is  prcBcrved  in  tlie  worli  entitled  •'  The  Princi- 
ples and  Acts  of  the  Jlevolalioti." 


^ 
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JOE  BETTYS. 


At  a  cuiiviviHl  meeting,  at  which  the  healths  of  the  captort- 
of  Andre  were  drunk,  and  a  toast  proposed  to  the  nieniory  of 
Fnlint'i\  Cory  and  PerMiifi^  who  achieved  tlie  capture  of  Jo- 
seph Bettys,  a  distinguislied  traitor  and  spy,  the  venerable  Col- 
onel Ball,  who  presided,  made  the  statement  which  follows : — 

"  During  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  I  was  an  officer  in  the 
New- York  line,  in  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
Wynkoop.  Being  acquainted  with  Bettys,  who  was  a  citizen 
of  Ballston,  and  knowing  him  to  be  bold,  athletic  and  intelli- 
gent in  an  uncommon  degree,  I  was  desirous  of  obtaining  his 
services  for  my  country,  and  succeeded  in  enlisting  him  as  a 
Sergeant :  he  was  atlterwards  reduced  to  the  ranks,  on  accoxmt 
of  some  insolence  to  an  officer,  who  he  said  had  abused  him 
without  a  cause.  Knowing  his  irritable  and  determined  spirit, 
and  unwilliiig  to  lose  him,  I  procured  him  the  rank  of  Ser- 
geant, in  the  fleet  commanded  l)y  General  Arnold,  (afterwards 
the  distinguished  traitor,)  on  Lake  Chaniplain,  in  '76.  Bettys 
was  in  that  desperate  flght,  wliich  took  place  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  campaign,  between  the  British  and  American  fleets,  on 
that  lake,  and  being  a  skillful  seaman,  was  of  signal  service  dur- 
ing the  battle  He  fought  until  every  commissioned  officer  on 
board  his  vessel  was  killed  or  wounded,  and  then  assumed  com- 
mand himself,  and  continued  the  tight  with  such  reckless  cour- 
age, that  General  Waterbury,  who  was  second  in  command  un- 
der Arnold,  perceiving  the  vessel  was  likely  to  sink,  was  ob- 
liged to  order  Bettys  and  the  remnant  of  his  crew  on  board  his 
own  vessel,  and  having  noticed  his  extraordinary  bravery  and 
conduct,  he  stationed  him  on  the  quarter-deck  by  his  side,  and 
20 
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srave  orders  thi'uiiijrli  liiiii.  until  tlie  vfssol.  hecoiiii'iiii  altoirctlier 
(•rijjpled.  the  crew  mustly  killed,  himself  wounded,  and  only 
two  otticers  left,  the  colours  were  struck  to  the  enemy,  (tcii- 
eral  Waterhury  afterwards  told  my  father,  that  he  never  saw  a 
man  behave  with  sucli  deliberate  desperation  as  Bettys,  and 
that  the  shrewdness  of  his  management,  showed  that  his  con- 
duct was  not  inferior  to  his  courage.  After  the  action,  liettys 
went  to  C'anada — turned  traitor  to  his  country — received  an 
Ensign's  commission  in  the  British  army — became  a  spy — and 
proved  himself  a  most  dangerous  and  subtle  enemy.  He  was 
at  length  arrested,  tried,  and  condemned  to  be  hung  at  West 
Point.  J^ut  the  entreaties  of  his  aged  ])arents,  and  the  solicita- 
tions of  inrtuential  whigs,  induced  Genei'al  Washington  to  par- 
don him  on  ])romise  of  amendment.  l:?ut  it  was  in  vain.  The 
generosity  of  the  act  oidy  added  rancour  to  his  hatred,  and  the 
whigs  of  the  section  of  the  country,  especially  of  Ballston,  iiad 
dee|)  occasion  to  remeniijer  the  traitor,  and  to  regret  the  unfor- 
tunate lenity  they  had  caused  to  be  shown  him.  lie  recruited 
soldiers  for  the  King,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  country.  He 
cajitured  and  carried  off  the  most  zealous  and  efKcient  patriots, 
and  subjected  them  to  tlie  greatest  sult'ering,  and  those  against 
whom  he  bore  particidar  malice  lost  their  dwellings  by  iire  oi' 
lives  by  murder,  and  all  tliis,  while  the  British  Commander 
kept  him  in  em])loy,  as  a  faithful  and  most  successful  messen- 
ger, and  a  cunning  and  intelligent  spy.  No  fatigue  wearied 
his  resolution — no  distance  was  an  obstacle  to  his  purpose,  and 
no  danger  a]>palled  his  courage.  No  one  felt  secui'c.  Some- 
times in  the  darkness  of  the  night  he  came  by  stealth  U]ton  us, 
and  sometimes,  even  in  tlie  middle  of  the  day,  he  wsts  prowling 
aliout.  as  if  unconscious  of  any  danger.  He  boldly  pi'ochumed 
himself  a  desperado,  that  he  cai'ried  his  life  in  his  hand — that 
he  was  as  careless  of  it  as  he  shoidd  be  of  that  of  others,  should 
they  undertake  to  catch  him;  that  his  liberty  was  guarded  by 
his  life,  and  whoever  should  uii<lcrtake  to  deprive  him  of  it, 
must  e.xpect  to  mingle  their  blood  with  his.  .Vnd  it  was  well 
understood,  that  what  Bettys  said,  Bettys  meant,  and,  as  well 
ascertained,  that  when  he  came  among  us,  to  perpetrate  his 
mischief,  that  he  generally  brouglit  with  him  a  band  of  refugees. 
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and  concealed  them  in  the  neifjIilKinrliood,  to  assir^t  iiini  in  the 
acconiplislinient  of  In's  purposes.  Still,  there  were  nianv  who 
resolved  on  his  apprehension,  be  the  danger  what  it  might;  and 
many  inetfectiial  attemjits  were  made  for  that  pnrpose.  But 
he  eluded  all  their  vigilance  till  sometime  in  the  winter  of  '81- 
'82,  when  a  sus])ieious  stranger,  was  observed  in  the  neighhonr- 
iiood  in  snow  slioes,  and  well  armed,  ('oryand  Perkins,  on  in- 
formation from  Fulmer.  immediately  armed  themselves,  and 
together  with  Fnlnier,  proccjcded  in  pursuit.  They  tra<-e(l  iiini 
hy  a  circuitous  track,  to  the  house  of  a  tory ;  they  consulted  a 
moment,  and  then,  by  a  sudden  effort,  bursting  open  the  door, 
rushed  u])(>n  him,  and  seized  him,  before  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  effecting  any  resistance.  He  was  at  his  meal,  with  his  pis- 
tols lying  on  the  table,  and  his  rifle  resting  on  his  arm  ;  he 
made  an  attem])t  to  dis(-liarge  the  latter,  but  not  ha\iug  taken 
the  precaution  to  undo  the  deer-skin  cover  that  wa.s  over  the 
lock,  did  not  succeed.  He  was  then  junioned  so  tirndy,  that  to 
resist  was  useless,  and  to  escape  impossible.  And  the  noto- 
rious Bettys,  cheated  of  all  his  threats,  and  foiled  in  his  most 
particular  resolution,  was  o])liged  to  yield  himself  a  tame  and 
(piiet  prisoner  to  the  enterprize  and  dai'ing  of  Fulmer,  Cory, 
and  Perkins.  He  asked  leave  to  smoke,  which  being  granted 
he  took  out  his  tobacco,  and  with  it  something  else,  which, 
when  unobserved  as  he  hoped,  he  threw  into  the  fire,  but  Cory 
saw  it  and  immediately  snatched  it  out  with  a  handful  of  coals. 
It  was  a  srQall  leaden  box,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  tlii(;k- 
ness,  ami  contained  a  jiaper  in  cypher,  which  they  could  not  I'ead, 
but  it  was  afterwards  discovered  to  be  a  dispatch  to  the  Bi-it- 
ish  Commander  at  New- York,  and  also  an  order  for  thirty 
pounds  stei'ling  on  the  Mayor  of  Xew-York,  shoidd  the  des- 
patli  be  safely  delivered.  Bettys  begged  leave  to  l)iH-n  it,  but 
was  refused  ;  he  offered  tlieni  an  hundred  guineas,  if  he  might 
be  allowed  to  do  it,  I>ut  they  steadily  refused.  He  then  said, 
•  I  am  dead  man  "  but  continued  to  intercede  with  them  to  al- 
low him  to  eseaj)e.  He  made  the  nmst  liberal  offers,  ji  part  of 
which  he  had  present  means  to  make  good,  but  they  still  re-  ■ 
fused  to  listen  to  him.  He  was  then  taken  to  Albany,  tried, 
convicted,  and  executed  as  a  sjjy  and  traitor  to  his  country. 


168  REVOI.rTIONARY    ANECDOTES. 

And.  tlie  only  rewunl  tliese  daring  nien  ever  reeeived  for  their 
hazardous  achievement,  was  the  rifle  and  pistols  of  Bettys. 
The  conduct  of  the  captors  of  Andre  was  noble,  but  that  of  the 
captors  of  Bettys  was  both  noble  and  heroic.  Andre  was  a 
gentleman,  and  without  the  means  of  defence.  Bettj's  was 
fully  armed,  and  known  to  be  a  desperado.  The  capture  of  the 
fonner  was  by  accident — (jf  the  latter,  by  enterprize  and  design. 
That  of  the  former  was  without  danger ;  of  the  latter,  at  the 
imminent  peril  of  life.  Andre  was  a  more  important,  but  per- 
haps not  a  more  dangerous  man  thaii  Bettys.  Both  temjjted 
their  captors  with  all-seducing  gold,  and  both  were  foiled. 
And,  Paulding  Williams,  and  Van  Wart,  though  venerated  in 
the  highest  degree  by  me,  as  having  exhibited  a  trait  of  charac- 
ter, honourable  to  the  reputation  of  their  country,  have  not,  in 
my  estimation,  claims  to  celebrity  superior  to  those  of  Fnlmer, 
Cory,  and  Perkins."  The  President  having  concluded,  the 
toast  was  drunk,  amidst  tlie  most  thundering  applause. 
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GENERAL  STUART,  FORMERLY   OF   WASHING- 
TON'S HORSE. 

General  Smith,  of  Washington  City,  who  visited  Charles- 
ton ill  1826,  communicated  tlie  anecdote  which  follows  to  one 
of  my  most  esteemed  friends.  I  take  great  ])leasnre  in  record- 
ing it,  because  it  not  only  does  honour  to  the  distinguished  offi- 
cer of  whom  he  sjjoke,  but  aft'oi-ds  a  new  and  interesting  proof 
of  the  enthusiastic  feelings  and  attachment  of  the  whig  ladies 
of  America  to  their  country. 

"  General  Stuart,  of  Maryland,  who  served  at  Eutaw,  as  a 
Lieutenant,  under  Colonel  Wm.  Washington,  and  who  in  the 
,acti(m  was  severely  wounded,  being  recently  called  u])on  to 
read  the  Declaration  of  Lidependence,  before  a  numerous 
assemblage  of  citizens,  celebratiug  the  birth-day  of  our  liberty, 
appeared  in  full  military  costume,  fashioned  according  to  the 
times  ill  wlii(^li  he  served.  A  friend  familiarlv  comnientins  on 
the  singularity  of  his  appearance,  and  the  improved  style  of 
modern  military  dress,  drew  from  him  the  following  observa- 
tions:— '  Onr  Regimentals,  in  former  days,  \vere  fashioned 
according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  were  made  more 
for  use  than  show.  I  admire  the  ancient  garb  exceedingly, 
and  but  for  the  death  of  my  venerated  mother,  should  this  day 
have  appeared  before  the  public,  clad  in  the  very  waistcoat  I 
had  on,  when  shot  through  the  body  at  Eutaw.  The  good 
lady  regarded  it  as  a  trophy,  and  earnestly  requested,  that  at 
her  death,  I  would  allow  her  the  ])rivilege  of  carrying  it  with 
her  to  the  tomb.  I  was  sensible  how  much  the  affectionate 
feeling  of  parental  love  glowed  in  her  bosom,  and  of  the  pride 
she  felt  that  I  had  bled  in  my  country's  service.  To  have 
denied  her  request,  would  have  evinced  an  insensibility,  which 
I  C(juld  never  experience.  Consent,  on  my  part,  was  instanta- 
neous and  decided,  and  slie  actually  wore  the  waistcoat  in 
question  beneath  the  shroud  in  wiiich  she  was  interred.'  " 
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A  hr?ef  Statement  of  the  sanguinary  mode  in  w/ric/t  the  War 
irafi  carried  on  betivee?)  Whig  and  Tory  while  the  British 
held  possession  of  the  Carolines. 

To  fjive  a  just  idea  of  the  lioiTors  which  prevailed  in  tlie 
interior  country,  from  the  violence  of  party  spirit,  would  lie 
altogether  beyond  my  ability.  Dr.  Ramsay  says,*  "  The 
destructions  and  depredations  committed,  by  them,  were  so 
enormous,  that  shoiild  the  whole  be  particularly  related,  they 
who  live  at  a  distance  would  scarcely  believe  what  conld  be 
attested  by  hundreds  of  eye-witnesses.''  It  may  truly  be  said 
to  have  been  a  war  of  extermiiiation.  There  was,  however, 
one  characteristic  difference  which  does  honour  to  the  wliigs. 
Unless  in  cases,  where  outrageous  murders  had  been  committed, 
or  destruction  of  property  wantonly  indulged  in,  they  were 
contented,  when  the  power  to  injure  was  in  their  hands,  to 
send  the  criminal  aggressors  within  the  limits  of  the  British 
garrisons.  Mut  insatiable  vengeaiu-e  uniformly  directed  the 
operations  of  the  tories,  and  their  triumphs  were  inv:irial)ly 
sealed  with  blood.  Look  at  the  ap]3alling  career  of  F'anning, 
Will  Cunningham,  and  other  l?ritis]i  partizans,  and  contrast  it 
with  the  mild  and  benev(jlent  conduct  of  Marion,  and  of  Pick- 
ens, and  the  truth  and  justice  of  my  statement  must  be  ac- 
knowledged, without  contradiction.  Very  many  instances  in 
point  might  be  introduced  in  this  place.  I  have  already  no- 
ticed many  in  my  iirst  series  of  Anecdotes.+  I  shall  coniine 
myself  on  the  i)resent  occasion,  in  relating  only  a  few,  for  the 
correctness  of  which  many  living  witnesses  can  still  bear  testi- 
mony. The  toils  and  dangers  of  war  had  not  steeled  men's 
heart's  against  the  influence  of  milder  feelings,  and  tlie  passion 
of  love  maintained  its  ascendency  with  its  accustomed  and 
resistless  power.     The  l)rave  are  ever  the  favourites  of  the  fair, 
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and  (listiiictiuii  in  the  field  of  lumoiir,  was  tbiiiul  hv  tlio  )iutri(>t 
soldier,  the  most  certain  [)ass[)ort  to  the  afl['e(;tioim  of  his  mis- 
tress. Captain  Tateman,  a  youth  of  jfallaiitiT,  had  success- 
fully addressed  a  very  amial)le  lady,  and  a  (hiv  was  appointed 
for  the  celel»ration  of  the  nuptials.  Repairin<r  with  his  frien<i, 
Lieut,  (xeger,  to  the  habitation  of  his  mistress,  he  found  the 
minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Theus,  and  (',omi)any  invited,  already 
assembled  to  witness  the  ceremony,  and  believed  his  bliss  se- 
cure. But  the  completion  of  his  happiness  was  denied  him. 
The  news  of  the  intended  union  had  spread  abroad,  and  the 
neif^hbouring  tories  having  assembled  in  force,  resolved  by  a 
decided  manifestation  of  resentment,  to  mar  the  felicity  of  the 
])artics  forever.  The  house  was  speedily  surrounded,  and  the 
bridegroom  demanded  for  sacrifice.  His  presence  was  denied 
by  tlie  family,  but  no  attention  beiiig  paid  to  their  assertions, 
sentinels  prepared  to  destroy  whosoever  should  come  forth, 
were  placed  around,  and  the  house  set  on  fire  in  every  quarter. 
Ca]jtain  Tateman  and  his  friend,  who  were  concealed  within, 
were  warned  of  the  fate  which  awaited  them,  by  a  sister  of  the 
bride,  who  had  rushed  through  the  flames,  on  pretence  of  sav- 
ing some  highly  valued  property.  There  was  no  time  for  de- 
liberation, and  the  flames  which  were  rapidly  approaching, 
rendering  delay  impossible,  they  rushed  forth,  and  running  in 
op])osite  directions,  passed  the  guard,  and  receiving  their  fire 
with  little  iyjury,  found  security  in  the  adjoining  woods.  The 
Clergyman  was  dreadfully  mangled,  but  on  acicount  of  his  ad- 
vanced age,  not  immediately  put  to  death;  the  remaining  as- 
semblage of  male  visitors,  led  to  a  distance  from  the  ruins,  and 
deliberately  massacred.  The  torch  of  Hymen  nevertheless, 
was  not  extinguished,  and  on  the  following  day  the  nuptial 
benediction  was  pronounced  on  the  enamoured  pair,  at  a  neigh- 
bouring farm.  Such  an  act  could  not  be  suffered  to  pass  with 
impunity.  Vengeance  Wiis  vowed  against  the  bari>arians,  who 
had  so  wantonly  outraged  humanity,  and  amply  taken.  The 
tory  party  were  from  that  day  hunted  down  like  wild  l)easts, 
and  in  a  few  months,  not  an  individual  among  them  remained 
in  existence. 
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The  nnceasiiii;  severity  exercised  over  tiie  iiihahitaiits  j;eiie 
rallv.  and  in  very  many  instances  l)y  officers  of  iiigli  rank  and 
iiiiluence,  gave  birth  to  resentments  so  strong — to  prejudices 
so  deejtly  rooted  and  unconqueralde,  tliat  every  serions  evil 
was  considered  as  originating  with  tlieni ;  every  inisfortiine, 
however  trivial,  dated  from  the  period  of  their  arrival  in  the 
country.  I  remember,  sometime  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  on  a  gentleman's  complaining  on  a  sultry  summer's  day, 
that  the  wine  before  him  was  unpalatable,  from  its  excessive 
heat.  A  lady  present,  influenced  by  this  nniversai  habit  of 
complaining,  replied — "Every  thing,  Sir,  has  altered  for  the 
worse  since  the  British  came  among  us.  We  always  drank 
eool  wine  till  then.  Since  their  appearance,  we  have  never  en- 
joyed that  lu.xury."  "I  v?^as  considered,"  said  another,  "a 
skillful  songtress,  but  the  oppression  whi(!h  was  meant  to  break 
men's  spirits  effectually  broke  my  voice,  and  I  have  never  since 
l)een  able  to  turn  a  tune,  or  raise  a  note." 

Themistocles  being  taxed  with  partiality  in  a  cause  brought 
before  him,  frankly  declared,  "  that  he  never  wished  to  preside 
in  a  Court,  where  he  could  not  make  a  distinction  Ijetween  his 
friends  and  his  enemies."  After  the  severe  conflict  between 
whig  and  tory,  in  our  interior  country,  to  gaiii  superiority,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  strongest  antipatliies  marked 
their  conduct  towards  each  other.  An  old  Revolutionary  Col- 
onel, with  whom  I  was  well  acquainted,  presiding  at  a  coun- 
try Court,  had  a  dispute  referred  to  him,  which  had  occurred 
between  two  wliigs.  "  I  was  never  so  i)uzzled  before,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  justice  of  the  case.  Roth 
parties  are  staunch  whiyn,  and  honest  men.  Had  the  contest 
been  between  a  lohiy  and  a  tury^  I  could  not  have  hesitated  to 
decide  ;  I  shoidd  have  concluded  at  once,  that  the  former  could 
not  have  been  in  the  wrong." 

On  another  occasion,  the  presiding  Judge  directing  the  Jury 
to  jiive  damages  to  a  i)laintifl',  whose  adversary  had  closely 
attached  himself  to  the  British  invadei*8 — the  Foreman  address- 
ing himself  to  his  companions,  said,  "  Gentlemen,  a  fair  o])por- 
tunity  is  ofl'ered  us,  of  I'evenging  the  injuries  heaped  u]ion  our 
country  by  a  band  of  traitors.     Let  us  make  this  fellow  pay 
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for  tlie  rest."  Similar  prejudices  were  <as  strongly  felt  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union,  and,  in  all  probability,  deriving  their  origin 
from  a  similar  source.  A  religious  Elder  from  Jersey,  making 
a  voyage  to  Nova  Scotia,  became  so  completely  dissatisfied  with 
the  soil  and  climate,  as  frecpiently  to  express  his  wonder,  "  for 
what  use  that  country  could  have  l)een  created  ?"  His  pious 
principles,  however,  leading  to  the  belief,  that  nothing  was  cre- 
ated in  vain,  led  him  to  the  conclusion,  "  that  Nova  Scotia  was 
created,  and  especially  designed  by  an  overruling  Providence, 
for  the  habitation  of  those  pests  of  society,  tlie  tories  and  refu- 
gees of  America,  where,  on  ground,  rocky  as  their  hearts,  they 
were  destined  to  continue  to  the  end  of  their  lives,  unacquaint- 
ed with,  and  forever  secluded  from  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
the  sons  and  daughters  of  freedom."  I  have  introduced  these 
last  anecdotes,  merely  to  shew  the  mistaken  policy  of  the  Brit- 
ish commanders  in  the  moment  of  success,  and  the  inveteracy 
of  resentment  that  never  could  have  existed,  had  victory  been 
temjiered  with  moderation  and  forbearance. 


Nor  were  the  prejudices  entertained  by  the  Royalists,  less 
fixed  and  inveterate.  There  was  a  family  remaining  in  the 
city,  after  its  evacuation,  which  had  once  been  kind  and  atten- 
tive to  me,  and  to  whom  I  ardently  wished  to  be  serviceable  on 
every  occasion.  I  had  been  successfully  so  more  than  once. 
Forgetting  tha't  the  authority  of  the  British  had  lost  its  influ- 
ence within  the  limits  of  the  State,  an  attempt  was  made,  by 
getting  possession  of  letters  from  individuals  in  Europe,  to  their 
friends  in  Carolina,  to  raise  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants,  which  not 
l>eing  in  the  first  instance  resisted,  became  intolerable.  .  Notice 
was  given  to  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  that  a  lady  in  the  city 
had  possession  of  several  letters  addressed  to  him  from  Eng- 
land, which,  upon  paying  a  certain  postage^  should  be  immedi- 
ately delivered  to  him.  The  sum  demanded  was  too  enormous 
not  to  l^e  resisted,  aiid  my  friend  promptly  refused  to  pay  it, 
informing  the  lady  that  he  should  immediately  set  on  foot  an 
incpiiry,  to  ascertain  by  what  authority  she  demanded  a  postage 
for  British  letters  in  a  city,  from  M-hich  that  nation  had  but  re- 
21 
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cently  Itoeii  expelled.  "  Seiui  me  my  letteiv  liistiuitaiicuiisly," 
he  continued,  "  or  my  lawyer  shall  more  ])articularly  inquire 
by  what  authority  they  are  withheld."  The  letters  were  sent, 
ami  after  much  entreaty  on  my  part,  my  friend,  who  was  well 
apprized  of  the  hatred  cherished  by  the  lady  against  America, 
consented  to  let  the  im})osition  jjass  otf  without  furtlier  notice. 
Gaiety  was,  at  this  period,  the  order  of  the  day  ;  there  were 
no  stiff  ceremonious  parties,  but  an  universal  disjiosition  pre- 
vailed to  be  happy,  and  to  dispense  liapj)inesfi  all  around.  It 
hajipened  that  Mrs.  Greene  gave  at  the  time  a  large  and  very 
elegant  ball ;  accident  carried  me  the  next  morning  to  the  house 
of  a  7ion-admirer  of  the  ball,  to  pay,  as  usual,  a  complimentary 
visit  to  the  lady  in  (piestioii.  I  had  scarcely  taken  my  seat, 
when  she  said,  "I  understand  from  my  j^eaj^Ie  {hut  a  grand  ball 
was  given  yesterday  evening  by  Mrs.  G.  at  head-(|uarters."  "  It 
was,  indeed,  a  very  sj)len(lid  one,"  I  replied;  "exciting  the  ad- 
miration of  every  individual  present."  "  Was  there  so  iinuth 
to  admire,"  she  calmly  continued.  "Doubtless,"  I  replied, 
"  as  far  as  beauty  could  charm,  and  elegance  of  dress  give  in- 
crease to  attraction,  it  would  have  been  impossible  not  to  have 
been  pleased."  "  Your  elegance  in  dress,  I  presume,"  rejoined 
the  critic,  "  corresponded  admirably  with  your  taste  in  decora- 
tion." "  It  was,  indeed,  much  the  case,"  I  rei)lied — "  the  leaves 
of  the  Magnolia,  hung  up  in  festoons  and  decorated  with  paper 
shapes  resembling  the  flowers,  were  so  admirably  imitated  by 
Colonel  Kosciusku,  that  many  ladies  forgetting  that  it  was  a 
season  of  the  year. when  few  or  no  flowers  were  known  to  bloom 
declared  themselves  greatly  refreshed  by  the  softness  and  deli- 
cacy of  their  ])erfume."  "  But  how  did  it  happen,"  said  the 
lady,  "that  taste  was  so  much  at  variance  with  truth,  and  com- 
pliments paid,  so  contrary  to  every  principle  of  propriety. 
God  knows  no  head  in  that  ruom  was  ever  entitled  to  a  wi'eath 
of  laurel."  I  could  only  rei)ly — "  On  this  subject  there  neces- 
sarily exists  diversity  of  oi)iiiion."  It  was  for  those  whose 
views  were  disaj)p()inted  by  the  termination  of  the  contest,  to 
cavil  and  complain  ;  for  those  mIio  had  laboured  for  its  accom- 
plishment, to  appreciate  with  gratitude,  the  blessings  which  it 
had  bestowed  nu  their  country.     It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  won- 
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dered  at,  tliat  tlieir  adliereiits  sliould  adopt  j)rcjiKlice8  equally 
strong,  and  think  no  torins  too  liai'sli,  wlion  applied  to  tlio  siij)- 
porters  of  tlie  Aniorican  canse.  Tlie  torni  rclx'!,  \vai<  familiar 
to  the  lips  even  of  the  most  degraded  beings  in  society.  J  well 
reniemher,  that  in(piiring  pome  time  after  the  signing  of  the 
preliminary  articles  of  peace,  of  a  negro  carpenter  on  my  plan- 
tation, if  a  hinge  could  be  found  for  a  small  gate  I  was  about  to 
erect,  he  re])lied,  "I  do  not  think,  Massa,  that  a  single  British 
hinge  can  be  found  in  our  store-room,  but  I  can  make  a  rebel 
hinge  in  half  an  hour." 


FEANCIS  M'DONNEL. 

Sometime  subsequent  to  the  publication  of  my  liret  series  ot 
Anecdotes,  in  which  I  attributed  to  Lieut.  Colonel  Fleury,  the 
honour  of  having  struck  the  British  flag,  at  Stoney  Point, 
with  liis  own  hands.*  I  received  from  my  friend  Major  Gib- 
bon of  Ric'limond,  the  following  particulai-s  relating  to  that 
transaction.  "  Francis  M'Donnel,  a  son  of  Erin,  emigrated  to 
iVinerica  previously  to  the  Revolution,  accompanying  his  lather 
and  entire  family.  When  the  American  army  was  raised  in 
1775,  Frank  and  two  of  his  brothers,  enlisted  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  as  conmion  soldiers.  At  the  massacre  of  the  Paoli, 
botlujf  his  Ijrothers  were  l)ayonetted,whi(^h  induced  him  to  vuw 
vengeance,  an^l  he  accordingly  continued  with  the  army  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  distinguished  as  a  faithful  and  useful  soldier. 
Fi-ank  was  one  of  the  survivors  of  Major  Gibbon's  Forlorn 
Iloj^c,  at  the  storming  of  Stoney  Point,  and  was  the  person 
wh(j  hauled  down  the  British  flag.  This  gallant  act  achieved, 
he  was  in  search  of  his  commanding  officer  to  present  his 
trophy,  when  he  wtis  met  by  Major  Fleury,  who  took  the  flag 
intii  his  own  possession,  Init  to  Frank,  who  had  been  ])revionsly 
woiuided  in  the  breast,  the  honoiu'  of  lowering  it  decidedly  be- 
longed. In  reward  for  his  services,  Fraidt  received  a  pension 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  subsequently,  was  pen- 
sioned also  l)y  the  United  States.     He  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 

•  Vide  page  211. 
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for  many  years  in  the  service  of  Callender  Irvine,  Esq.  Com- 
missary General,  the  son  of  his  worthy  Colonel  in  the  Kevolu- 
tion.  General  Wm.  Irvine,.but  was  iinfortnnately  drowned  in 
the  Sclniylkill,  in  the  year  1820,  near  Philadelphia. 


THE  MISCHEANZA. 

The  dissipations  of  the  British  army,  during  the  period  that 
they  held  possession  of  Philadelphia,  have  been  depicted  in 
such  strong  language,  as  to  stagger  belief  If  the  rejjresenta- 
tion  is  allowed  to  be  correct,  it  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  that 
the  Carthagenians  at  Capua,  were  more  enervated  by  their  sen- 
sualities, and  unrestrained  indulgence  of  their  luxurious  ap]ie- 
tites  than  they  M'ere. 

The  celebration  of  the  Mischeanza,  appeared  the  climax  of 
their  folly  and  extravagance.  It  consisted  of  a  variety  of  en- 
tertainments, got  up  as  a  parting  compliment  to  the  Comman- 
der-in-chief, General  Sir  Wm.  Howe,  whose  want  of  success, 
had  obscured  the  splendor  of  his  early  achievements,  and  who 
was  now  to  be  succeeded  by  a  soldier  of  inferior  ability,  but  ex- 
alted far  above  him,  by  the  purity  of  his  unblemished  charac- 
ter. General  Howe,  by  the  influence  of  example,  had  brt)ken 
down  all  the  barriers  of  restraint ;  he  countenanced  every  irre- 
gularity-— neglected  the  discipline  essential  to  tiie  perfection  ot 
service,  and  rendered  vice  an  object  of  emulation,  as  it  appeared 
on  all  occasions  the  first  and  surest  step  to  favour  and  promo- 
tion. Geueral  Clinton,  was  decidedly  a  better  man,  and  pro- 
bably, just  as  well  calculated  to  carry  on  the  Quixotic  scheme 
of  subjugating  America,  as  any  officer  that  could  have  been  se- 
lected. I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  details.  Tlie  pompous  ac- 
counts that  were  given  at  the  time,  of  the  superior  splendor  ot 
the  various  fetes — the  gallant  bearing  of  the  Knights,  disjilay- 
ing  their  ])rowess  at  the  tournament ;  the  beauty  of  the  Pnn- 
oesses,  lavishly  bestowing  their  smiles  of  encouragement  on 
their  favourites;  the  lu'illiancy  of  the  balls — the  fascinations  of 
the  enlivening  bands  of  music — tlie  magnificence  of  dress,  luxu- 
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rioiis  feeding,  deep  play  and  hard  driidviiig,  were  well  calcu- 
lated to  excite  wonder;  I)nt  in  the  eye  of  reason,  caiiTiot  be 
viewed  with  too  great  severity.  I  was  tokl  hy  a  lady,  of  the 
highest  respectability,  at  that  period  just  entering  into  life,  that 
she  had  hersiilf  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  i)repara- 
tions  that  were  making  for  the  fete,  and  had  solicited  her 
mother's  permissioii  to  indulge  her  curiosity,  but  that  tlie  sage 
matron  gave  a  prompt  and  decided  refusal,  and  turning  to  an  old 
Scotch  officer  of  artillery,  who  was  quartered  in  her  house,  said 
"  w<juld  you  be  surprised.  Captain,  if  General  Wasln'ngton  was 
to  disturb  the  festivities  of  the  day,  and  wliik;  nn'rth  and  revel- 
ry prevailed  at  one  end  of  the  city,  that  he  should  attack  it  in 
a  vulnerable  part  in  an  opposite  quarter?"  "  Madam,"  rej)]ied 
the  veteran,  (who  held  the  idle  pageant  in  profound  contempt, 
and  had  refused  to  witness  its  celebration,)  "  If  Mr.  Washing- 
ton, possess  the  wisdom,  and  sound  policy,  which  I  have  ever 
attributed  to  him,  he  will  not,  at  such  a  time,  meddle  witli  us. 
The  excesses  of  the  2>resent  hour,  are  to  him  equivalent  to  a 
victory,  and  by  us  will  be  felt  as  a  sore  affliction  to  the  end  of 
the  contest." 

Something  of  the  same  kind  was  attempted  in  Carolina,  but 
it  failed  in  success.  The  entertainment  was  called  the  Crude- 
nade,  and  intended  as  a  fete  to  celebrate  the  decisive  victory 
naid  to  have  been  gained  by  Lord  C'ornwallis  at  Guildford. 
It  was  attended  by  the  officer's  wives  of  the  garrison,  and  some 
few  of  the  sex,  their  devoted  friends ;  but  the  ladies  of  Carolina 
kept  far  distant  from  it,  with  the  exception  of  one  good  whig, 
who,  at  the  expense  oiJ'eeUng,  was  resolved  to  indulge  cwn- 
osity.  And  she  paid  dearly  for  it.  A  toast  being  given  by  a 
young  lady  from  Rhode  fsland,  of  such  sanguinarj'  import, 
that  I  ha\e  heard  her  declare  that  her  blood  appeared  to  cur- 
dle in  her  veins,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  she  could  fly  a  scene 
whei'c  she  was  altogether  out  of  her  element,  and  where  she 
ought  never  to  have  ex])osed  herself  to  such  gross  and  malig- 
nant insult. 
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MA  JOE    M'DONOTTGIl. 

The  narrative  ^vliich  follows,  relates  to  the  father  of  Com- 
modore M'Doiiougli,  the  naval  hero,  so  much  distinguished  l)y 
his  valour  and  the  victory  gained  on  I^ake  Ohamplain  over  the 
British  fleet,  and  T  consider  it  altogether  probable,  that  owing 
to  his  resolution,  to  relinquish  his  ardent  desire  for  military 
fame,  and  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  education  of  his 
children,  we  owe  the  exemplary  good  conduct  and  trium])h  of 
the  son.  A  day  or  two  before  the  battle  of  Long  IslaTid,  a 
Council  of  war,  was  summoned  to  meet  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  wliich  occasioned  the  comTnand  of  the  Delaware  Regi- 
ment to  devolve  on  Major  M'Donough,  the  Colonel  and  Lieut. 
Col.  Ijeing  both  members  under  orders  to  attend  the  Councih 
Tlie  Kegiment  was  greatly  distinguished  in  the  action,  and  its 
Commander  rewarded  by  the  flattering  approbation  of  (teneral 
Washington.  During  the  remainder  of  tlie  campaign,  it 
gained  increase  of  reputation,  but  sustained  some  losses,  and  its 
C'olonel  l)eing  killed  at  Princeton,  and  the  time  of  its  service 
expired,  it  was  disbanded.  The  zeal  of  Delaware  was,  however, 
unabated,  and  it  appearing  evident,  that  a  new  corps  could, 
without  difticulty,  be  organized.  Governor  M'Kinly  assembled 
his  Council  at  Wilmington,  to  appoint  the  officers,  who  were 
to  hold  the  commissions.  Major  M'Donough,  both  from  rank 
and  high  military  reputation,  was  without  hesitation  named  as 
Colonel.  Information  was  immediately  given  that  the  honour 
was  declined,  and  that  his  resolution  to  retire  from  service  was 
not  to  be  overcome.  A  gentleman  of  high  rank  was  then  ap- 
pointed to  command,  but  he,  unwilling  from  a  want  of  ex])C- 
rience  to  occni)y  a  i)Ost  of  such  In'gh  resj)onsil)ility,  modestly 
said,  "  allow  me  to  use  my  influence  to  induce  Major  M'Don- 
ough to  take  the  command  whi(;h  has  been  offered  to  him,  and 
I  will  willingly  serve  under  his  orders  as  his  Lieutenant  C/ol- 
onel.  Tlis  proposition  was  acceded  to,  and  he  immediately 
went  forward,  earnestly  hoping  that  his  mission  would  ])rove 
successful.     Arriving  in  the  evening  at  the  Major's  house,  the 
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lMir|i().so  of  liirt  visit  was  made  Ivuowii.  ()ver[)i)\vere(l  by  liiH 
fec'liiii^s  and  due  seiirie  of  the  lioiiour  conferred  upon  him,  he 
could  make  no  reply ;  but  Iiaving,  after  a  time,  recovered  Ids 
composure,  lie  said,  "  do  me  the  honour  of  breakfasting  with 
mo  to-murrow  moi'uing,  and  I  will  give  you  my  answer."  The 
visitor  was  punctual  in  his  attendance,  and  was  presented  to 
Mrs.  M'Donougli,  who  set  at  lier  breidvfast  table,  her  cliildren, 
all  small  and  neatly  dressetl,  being  arranged  on  each  side  of  her. 
She  was  an  engaging  and  accomplished  woman,  who  inspired 
with  respect  all  who  api)roaclied  her  ;  the  Major,  a  liandsome 
man,  of  very  gentlenijudy  dej)ortment.  Ih-eakfast  being  ended, 
and  the  lady  and  children  retired,  the  Major  addressed  his  vis- 
itor to  this  effect,  "  I  am  deeply  indebted  tt)  the  Governor  and 
Council,  and  to  you.  Sir,  for  thejionour  of  this  visit,  and  the 
application  which  is  the  object  of  it,  but  circumstances  forbid 
me  to  indulge  my  own  inclimition.  The  snuvll  farm  which  I 
inhabit  is  my  only  possession,  and  1  am  compelled,  having  some 
knowledge  of  physic,  to  make  it  a  profession,  the  better  to  sup- 
port my  wife  and  the  children,  who  have  now  left  us.  My 
heart  is  my  country's,  and  I  am  not  without  andiitiou  to  ac- 
quire military  fame ;  but,  if  I  was  to  fall,  what  would  become 
of  them?"  These  few  words, contained  an  appeal  that  was  un- 
answerable.    The  Major  remained  at  home. 


Interesting  Commanicat'wn,  relative  to  the  family  of 
GENERAL  LA  FAYETTE. 

Dl'rinc;  his  late  visit  to  America,  he  was  approaching  the 
town  of  Petersburgh,  accom])anied  by  Judge  Peter  Johnston, 
and  B.  W.  Leigh,  Esq.  Addressing  himself  to  these  gentle- 
men, he  said,  "  General  Greene  had  nuide  repeated  applications 
to  me,  tor  certain  supplies,  which  (the  means  being  in  my  pow- 
er) I  was  anxious  to  forward  to  him.  But  the  frequent  detach- 
ments sent  out  by  the  enemy,  for  the  purjjose  of  scouring  the 
country,  tnade  the  attempt  extremely  hazardous. 

The  British  (rcneral  Philips,  was  in  possession  of  the  town  ot 
Petersburgh,   aiul  had  his  head  (piarters  in  a  situation  very 
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couspicuoiiK  from  the  opposite  Hide  of  tlie  river  Apponiattux, 
near  wliich  lay  the  army  under  my  command.  To  gain  my 
end,  I  resolved  to  make  a  movement,  indicating  an  intention  to 
attack  his  post,  which  compelled  the  General  to  call  in  all  de- 
tachments, and  ont  i)osts,  the  more  effectually  to  resist  me.  I 
accordingly  apjjroached  the  river,  and  erected  a  battery,  which 
I  ordered  to  play  incessantly  on  the  house  occupied  by  the 
British  Commander,  At  the  very  period  that  iiiy  orders  were 
executed.  General  Philips,  who  had  been  long  sick,  expired. 
I  mention  this  as  a  reniarkaljle  circumstance,  since,  at  a  sul)- 
sequeiit  period,  referring  to  historical  documents,  it  appears 
that  on  the  day  on  which  the  celebrated  battle  of  Minden  was 
fought,  my  father  fell  by  a  cannon  shot,  fired  from  a  battery 
commanded  by  the  very  General  Philips,  who  now  expired, 
while  opposing  the  son  of  the  man,  who  had  been  destroyed 
by  him." 

The  battle  of  Minden  was  fought  on  the  first  of  August, 
1759.  In  the  French  account  of  the  action,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  London  Magazine  for  September  of  that  year,  it 
is  stated,  "  that  Prince  de  Chemai,  and  M.  de  La  Fayette, 
Colonels  in  the  Grenadiers  of  France,  were  killed.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  is  taken  from  the  orders  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunswick,  issued  on  the  2d  of  August,  1759  :  "  Ilis  High- 
ness is  extremely  obliged  to  the  Count  de  Buckenbourg,  for 
all  the  care  and  trouble  he  took  in  the  management  of  the 
artillery,  whicli  was  served  with  great  effect;  likewise  to  the 
Connnanding  officers  of  the  several  Brigades  of  x\rtillery,  viz  : 
Colonel  Brown,  Colonel  Iluske,  Major  Ilaser,  and  the  English 
Captains,  P]iili])s,  Drunnuond  and  Foy."  The  order  at  large 
naay  be  found  in  the  London  Magazine  for  August,  1759,  as 
well  as  an  article  in  these  words  :  Head  Quarters  at  Bielfielde, 
August  7th,  1759.  His  serene  Highness,  Duke  Ferdinand, 
sent  orders  to  Mr.  Iledennm,  his  Treasiu'er,  to  pay  the  follow- 
ing officers  of  tlie  British  army,  the  undermentioned  gratuities, 
as  a  testimony  of  his  great  satisfaction  at  their  gallant  behav- 
iour in  the  late  action,  on  the  1st  of  this  month.  To  Captain 
Philips,  one  thousand  crowns;  to  Captain  M'Bean,  Ca[)taiji 
Druinmond,  Captain  Williams,  and  Cai»tain  Foy,  five  hundred 
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crowns  eacli.  1  liupe  tlie  said  gentlemen,  will  accept  thie  pres- 
ent from  his  Royal  Highness,  as  a  mark  of  his  particular  esteem 
for  them." 


General  La  Fayette. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  an  act  of  disinterest- 
edness which  does  him  the  highest  honour.  General  Cotes- 
worth  Pinckney  informed  me,  that  when  (ieneral  La  Fayette 
arrived,  and  paid  his  first  visit  to  Congress,  lie  presented  a  cer- 
tificate, by  whi(;h  it  appeared  that  oar  Agents  in  Fran<;e  had 
stipulated  that  he  should,  on  joining  the  army,  he  appointed 
Major  General,  and  have  a  separate  command.  This  was  de- 
ciedly  objected  to,  and  he  was  told  that  the  Agents  with  whom 
he  had  treated  had  far  exceeded  their  powers.  That  General 
Washington,  in  whom  the}'  placed  implicit  confidence,  had 
been  a]>])ointed  Commander-in-chief,  and  that  to  appoint  him 
to  a  command  i'ree  from  the  control  and  authority  of  his  supe- 
rior was  altogether  impossible.  "  Ko  man,"  said  La  Fayette, 
"  can  more  approve  your  decision  than  I  do.  I  ask  no  commis- 
sion,— I  solicit  no  command,  till  I  have  proved  my  devotion  to 
the  cause  of  America,  and  can  come  forward  sanctioned  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commander-in-chief."  The  battle  of 
Brandywine  speedily  following,  he  obtained,  by  his  good  con- 
duct, the  applause  of  General  Washington,  and  by  his  solicita- 
tion to  Congress,  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes. 


La  Fayette  and  an  old  Soldier,  at  Montgomery. 

When  on  his  last  \asit  to  America,  while  at  Montgomery,  in 
the  State  of  Alabama,  lie  was  visited  by  a  veteran  who  had 
served  under  him  in  many  battles,  whom  he  immediately  re- 
cognized, as  an  ordei'ly  and  most  gallant  soldier.  After  much 
interesting  and  familiar  conversation,  the  old  man  said,  "there 
is  one  thing,  General,  which  it  puzzles  me  to  account  for — 
when  we  served  together,  I  believed  myself  to  be  the  voimgest 
22 
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man  of  the  twu.  But  iiiy  lucks  iirc  now  perfectly  grey,  and 
you  do  not  appear  to  have  a  grey  hair  in  your  head."  "  My 
good  friend,"  replied  the  General,  "  You  are  altogether  in 
error,  the  advantage  is  totally  on  your  side.  The  hair  of  your 
head  is  grey — while  I  cannot  boast  a  single  hair  on  luy  head — 
I  wear  a  wig !" 


RED  JACKET. 

It  ha])pened  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  that  a  treaty 
was  held  witii  the  Indians,  ;it  wliicli  La  Fayette  was  jiresent. 
The  object  was  to  unite  the  various  tribes  in  amity  with  Ame- 
rica. The  maiority  of  the  Chiefs,  were  friendly,  but  there 
was  much  opposition  made  to  it,  more  especially  by  a  young 
warrior,  who  declared  that  when  an  alliance  was  entered  into 
with  America,  he  should  consider  the  sun  of  his  country  as  set 
forever.  In  his  travels  through  the  Indian  Country,  when 
lately  in  America,  it  happened  at  a  large  assemblage  of  Chiefs, 
that  La  Fayette  referred  to  the  treaty  in  question,  and  turning 
to  Red  Jacket,  said,  "pray  tell  me  if  you  <;an,  what  has  be- 
come of  that  daring  youth,  wlu)  so  decidedly  opposed  all  our 
propositions  for  peace  and  amity  ^  Does  he  still  live — and 
what  is  his  condition  f  "  I,  myself,  am  tlie  man,"  replied  Red 
Jacket,  "  the  decided  enemy  of  the  Americans,  as  long  as  the 
hope  of  opposing  them  with  success  remained,  but  now  their 
true  and  faithful  ally  unto  death." 


Opinimi  of  General  O'Haka,  of  the  British  Ariiiy,  'with  re- 
tspect  to  the  Soldiers  of  America. 

A  oENTLKMAN  of  respectability,  now  residing  in  Charleston, 
told  me,  that  conversing  with  General  O'llara,  sometime  after 
the  battle  of  Guildford,  relative  to  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  contending  armies.  He  frankly  said,  "  as  often  as  I  have 
been  engaged  in  battle,  I  was  never  before  so  roughly  treated. 
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Tliriee  during  the  engagement,  I  wtis  coinpellecl  to  yield,  an<l 
as  oftentimes  was  liberated  by  tlie  gallant  fellows  I  commanded. 
No  battle  was  ever  more  obstinately  contested.  Both  armies 
were  entitled  tri  entitled  to  exalted  praise."  1  did  not  mention 
the  circnmstance  in  my  first  series  of  Anecdotes,  but  I  pei'fectly 
remember  that  tlie  ijallant  Linton^  of  Washinjitons,  told  me,  that 
in  tlie  action  lie  iiad  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  receiving  Cien- 
eral  O'JIara's  sword,  who  for  some  time  remained  liis  prisoner, 
though  ultimately  rescued  by  a  su])erior  force,  whicii  had  ral- 
lied to  save  liim. 


Gen.  Conway,  a  distinguished  French  officer,  said  to  Dr. 
Rush,  that  he  could  drill  an  American  in  three  weeks,  and  that 
the  people  of  no  other  nation  were  so  quickly  transformed  into 
Soldiers  as  those  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  the  decided  opinion  of  General  Charles  Lke,  that 
the  peasantry  of  America  atforded  the  best  possible  matei'ial 
for  the  composition  of  a  perfect  army. 

And  the  British  officers  generally,  not  too  anxious  to  admit 
a  jxirtion  of  merit  to  tliose  by  whom  tliey  were  so  often  beaten, 
allowed,  that  though  inferior  in  enterprize  and  active  courage, 
the  Americans  possessed  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  wliat  they 
^ty\e{\  passive  courage.  A  firmness  to  submit  to  the  frowns  of 
fortune,  and. by  patience  to  overcome  them. 


COLONEL  ISAAC  HAYNE. 

Not  satisfied  with  the  notice  I  Iiad  taken  in  my  fii-st  series  of 
Anec-dotes,  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Isaac  llayne,  I  had  deter- 
mined to  enter  more  fully  on  the  subject,  in  my  present  lucu- 
brations, but  the  history  of  his  captivity  aiul  deatli,  lias  been  so 
ably,  faithfully,  and  satisfactorily  detailed,  in  tlie  first  number 
of  tlie  Southi^rn  lieview,  by  a  writer  completely  master  of  tlie 
subject,  that  there  is  little  wanting  to  give  perfection  to  his 
narrative.     I  wimld  only  briefly  state  (jne  circumstance,  as  it  is 
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a  proof  in  point,  tliat  I  have  not  erred  in  tixiiig  tlie  odium  ot 
this  disgraceful  severity  on  Lord  liawdon.  "  To  render  more 
efiectual  the  prayers  and  petitions,  urged  in  beli^^lf  of  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner  })y  liis  friends  and  relatives,  tlie  venerable 
Lieut.  Govemor  Bull,  whose  character,  loyalty  and  station,  en- 
titled him  to  the  highest  consideration,  though  labouring  under 
a  sevei'e  and  agonizing  disease,  caused  himself  to  be  conveyed 
to  Head  Quarters,  hoping  to  mitigate  the  sentence  pronounced 
against  Ilayne.  On  his  return  to  his  home,  the  dejection  of 
his  countenance  at  once  proclaimed  the  ill-success  of  his  inter- 
ference; it  was  scarcely  necessary  for  him  to  reply  to  a  fi'iend 
anxious  to  know  the  result  of  his  visit.  ''  The  unfortunate 
prisoner  must  die — I  have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  save 
him,  but  Lcml  Rmndmi  is  inexorable."* 

•  Vide  First  Series,  page  260. 
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DUELLING. 

I  HAVE  been  accused  by  the  North-American  Review,  of  be- 
ing a  favourer  of  the  pernicious  practice  of  Duelling.  I  will 
state  with  candour  tlie  grounds  on  wliich  this  caluniy  rests. 
General  Moultrie,  after  expressing  groat  indignation  at  the  pro- 
posal of  his  friend,  Lord  Charles  G.  Montague,  that  he  should 
quit  the  American,  and  enter  into  the  British  service,  says, 
"  My  Lord — I  M'ould  make  one  proposal,  but  my  situation  as  a 
prisoner,  circumscribes  me  witliin  certain  bounds."  And  in  a 
note,  adds,  "which  was  to  advise  him  to  come  over  to  the 
Americans.  This  proposal  I  could  not  make  when  on  parole." 
— Moultrie  a  R&volution. 

The  publication  of  this  note  has  greatly  mortitied  me.  1  had 
always  believed,  that  nothing  but  the  restriction  iinposed  by 
his  parole,  had  prevented  General  Moultrie  from  making  an 
appeal  to  the  sword  to  convince  Lord  Montague  how  keenly  he 
felt  the  insult  of  his  degrading  offer.*  > 

L^^pon  this  point,  many  of  tlie  friends  in  whose  opinions  1 
place  the  most  iTnjjlicit  confidence,  differ  from  me.  They  insist 
that  from  the  previ(jiis  intimacy  existing  l)ctween  the  ]>arties, 
that  Lord  Montague  ctmld  not  liave  harboured  awisli  to  insult 
the  friend  whom  he  loved,  and  that  his  sole  aun  to  recommend 
the  adoption  of  a  line  of  conduct,  which,  without  injury  to  his 
reputation,  would  infallibly  prove  beneficial  to  his  fortimes. 
Yet  Moultrie  felt  the  offer  of  his  correspondent  derogatory  to 
his  honour,  and  rejected  it  with  disdain.  "  You  tell  me,  my 
Lord,  that  I  may  quit  the  service  with  honour  and  reputation 
to  myself,  by  going  with  yon  to  Jamaica.  Good  God,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  such  an  idea  should  arise  in  the  breast  of  a  man  of 
honour,"  Arc.  He  felt  as  a  soldier,  and  strongly  expressed  his 
indignation.  How  then  could  he,  with  a  shadow  of  pro])riety, 
recommend  to  another  a  measure  which  he  considered  incon- 

*  vide  First  Series  Anecdotea,  p.  16. 
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sistent  with  the  dignity  of  liis  (•iiaracter,  tlie  iioiiour  of  military 
profession,  whicli  at  all  risks  should  be  preserved  immaculate. 
I  candidly  own  that  I  should  have  heen  better  satisfied,  had  he 
said,  "■  As  a  prisoner  I  submit  to  the  insult,  Ijut  were  1  freed 
from  the  I'estrictious  of  my  parole,  I  should  iiniiiediately  call 
you  to  an  account  for  thinking  so  ill  of  me  as  to  imagine  me 
capable  of  foivaking  the  standard  I  have  sworn  through  every 
peril  to  defend.  Feeling  myself,  at  every  instant,  the  insults 
and  oppression  of  arbitrary  power,  witnessing  the  severities  ex- 
ercised against  my  friends  and  companions  in  arms,  compelled 
to  listen  to  the  tales  of  sorrow  of  tlie  widow  and  the  fatlierless, 
humbled  to  the  dust  and  trampled  upon,  how  is  it  possilde  for 
me  to  feel  any  other  sentiment  towards  the  men  with  whom 
you  are  associated,  than  tliat  of  determined  and  Iau(lal)le  ani- 
mosity. The  enemies  of  my  (country  are  my  enemies ;  and  as 
long  as  the  hostile  feet  of  British  soldiei's  tread  the  soil  of  Car- 
olina, you  have  only  to  look  from  me  for  every  impediment  to 
their  success,  that  my  duty  as  well  as  inclination  would  lead 
me  to  oppose." 

I  object  with  great  decision,  t(^  the  trilling  causes  of  modern 
duelling.  I  have  endeavoured,  in  several  instances,  and  success- 
fully, to  calm  irritation  and  reconcile  the  ])arties — but  T  nnist 
confess,  that  there  are  provocations  which  might  induce  a  man 
to  swerve  from  a  duty  which  he  ought  to  observe,  a  forbear- 
ance from  which  he  slumld  not  depart,  and  at  every  risk  seek 
satisfaction. 


CELEBEATION  OF  THE  BIRTH  OF  THE  DAT^PHIN 
OF  FRANCE. 

When  the  soldiers  of  the  Continental  army,  regaled  with  an 
extra  quantity  of  s])irits,  (a  fen  de  joie  liaving  been  tired  in 
honour  of  the  birtli  of  a  Dauphin  of  France)  had  retired  to 
their  huts,  and  were  in  sociable  conversation  fighting  their  bat- 
tles over  again,  General  Greene,  jiassing  in  tlie  rear  of  one  of 
them,  was  liighly  gratified  to  hear  a  veteran  Marylander  ex- 
claim— '"Credit  is  unquestionably  due  to  the  army  l)efore  York- 
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Ttnvii,  t'ur  their  i^alliiutry  in  cuinpeiliiiif  Lure!  C'tjriiwallis  to 
rtiirrrjiider ;  but  wliile  the  shouts  of  our  fellow-citizens  proclaim 
their  triiiiin)lis  thn)Uji;]iout  the  Ignited  States,  I  hope  that  it 
will  never  be  forgotten  that  the  army  of  Greene,  took  off  the 
keen  edge  of  the  sword  of  the  enemy,  and  made  him  a  far 
easier  conquest,  than  he  otherwise  would  have  been." 


NOBLE-MINDED  GERMAN. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  May  9th,  1780,  I  tind  the  fol- 
lowing Anecdote.  The  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th 
March,  respecting  continental  money,  did  incalculable  injury 
to  many  of  the  citizens  of  Phihulelphia.  A  meeting  of  the 
persons  concerned  being  called,  a  German,  who  had  always 
proved  himself  a  decided  whig,  made  use  of  the  following  j)atri- 
otic  sentiments : — "  I  am  now  near  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
have  a  large  family  of  children  to  provide  for ;  a  great  part  of 
my  property  has  lieen  sold  long  since  for  continental  money, 
which  I  have  kept  by  me  in  full  contidence  that  it  would  be 
redeemed  at  the  value  I  received  it ;  but  I  am  disappointed, 
and  am  completely  a  ruined  man.  My  losses  are  heavy  in  them- 
selves, and  my  afflictions  greatly  increased  by  the  triumphs  and 
insolent  conduct  of  my  disaffected  neighbours — yet  I  will  never 
foi*sake  th§  cause  of  my  country  and  turn  Tory.  My  fidelity 
once  pledged,  shall  be  sacred  forever.  The  reverses  of  fortune 
may  kill  me — I  may  die  of  a  broken  heart,  but  I  will  still  die 
a  friend  to  my  country." 

In  page  431,  First  Series  of  Revolutionary  Anecdotes,  a 
brief  account  is  given  of  tlie  expulsion  of  Congress  from  Phila- 
delphia by  a  large  body  of  mutineei"s,  attached  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line.  The  preliminary  articles  of  i)eace  had  already  been 
signed,  and  little  prospect  appeared  of  being  again  called  into 
the  field.  The  want  of  exertion  is  the  bane  of  an  army.  Give 
soldiers  active  employment,  and  they  only  think  of  their  duty  ; 
let  them  be  idle,  and  tliey  instantaneously  meditate  mischief. 
General  Gates,  says  Dr.  Rusli,  (Vol.  i.)  furnished  me  with  a 
proof  in  point.     Soon  after  his  return  from  the  command  of  a 
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large  body  of  regular  troops  and  militia  at  Ticonderoga,  deser- 
tions were  frequent  in  his  army  wliile  there  was  little  to  do,  and 
yet  during  three  weeks,  in  which  an  attack  from  (xeneral  T5ur- 
goyne  was  hourly  expected,  there  was  not  a  man  who  ipiitted 
the  standard  of  his  comitry.  But  to  come  more  to  the  point. 
The  Pennsylvanians  were  clamorous  for  arrearages  of  pay, 
which  it  was  impossible  for  Congress  to  discharge;  and  yet  on 
former  occasions,  when  destitute  of  food  and  clothing,  and  op- 
pressed by  disease,  had  conducted  themselves  with  praiseworthy 
forbearance.  I  will  give  one  instance  of  it.  The  badness  of 
the  roads  had  interposed  insurmountable  difficulties  to  the 
transportation  of  the  provisions  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  army.  A  scanty  supply  of  Indian  corn  was  the  only  escu- 
lent possessed.  A  committee  of  Field  Officers  waited  on  Gen- 
eral Washington  to  represent  the  distresses  and  discontent  of 
the  troops.  Diiiner  at  Head-Quai'ters  being  nearly  ready,  the 
General,  with  his  usual  politeness,  asked  them  to  dine  before 
they  received  a  iinal  opinion  as  to  their  mission.  Various  pre- 
parations of  Indian  corn,  much  of  it  parched,  and  nothing  else, 
was  served  up.  The  committee  intiuenced  by  the  example  of 
their  entertainer,  partook  of  the  simple  fare  with  cheerfulness, 
and  never  renewed  the  subject  of  their  mission.  Tlie  simple 
dinner  placed  before  them,  was  a  sufficient  answer  to  their 
complaints,  and  their  report  of  the  occurrence  on  their  return 
to  the  troops,  silenced  every  murmur. 


BATTLE  ON  PORT-ROYAL  ISL/iND. 

While  I  mentioned  the  gallantry  of  Moultrie  and  of  the 
militia  corps  under  his  conunand,  I  certainly  ought  to  have 
noticed  the  good  conduct  of  a  detachment  of  continental  artil- 
lery, who,  in  no  small  degree,  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
day.  There  were  nine  privates  in  the  action,  but  several  super- 
Tiumery  officers  being  at  the  time  at  Beaufort,  who  rejn'obated 
the  idea  of  remaining  behind  in  such  a  business,  they  marched 
out  with  the  troops,  volunteering  their  services  as  private  men. 
Captain  De  Treville,  commanded  the  gun  carried  into  action ; 
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(Japtaiu  Mitchell  pointed  it  against  the  euuiiiv  ;  I^ieutenant 
Moore  applied  the  inatcli  and  fired  it ;  QiK^i.  Dunham  iiHcd  tlie 
.sponge-staff  for  cleaning  it  out.  There  was  <jne  other  captain 
present,  whose  name  is  lo.st,  (prohably  (xi'eyrton,  as  he  was  an 
inhabitant  of  Beaufort.)  Their  gallantry  met  its  reward  :  the 
gun  was  well  served,  and  did  gre.it  execution.  And  great 
ci-edit  was  allowed  to  all  concerned,  for  laying  aside  all  preten- 
sions to  rank,  when  the  cause  of  their  coimtiy  called  for  their 
services  in  an  inferior  station. 


LIEUTENANT  VLELAND. 

Among  the  slain  at  the  disastrous  siege  of  Savannah,  was 
Lieutenant  Vleland.  l^orn  m  Switzerland,  he  left,  in  early 
life,  his  native  mountains  to  tight  the  battles  of  freedom  ;  and 
entering  a  volnnteer  into  tiie  service  of  the  United  States,  by 
iiis  zeal  and  activity  very  speedily  obtained  distinction,  and  was 
commissioned  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Sonth-Carolina  (Conti- 
nentals. His  enthusiastic  ardotir  to  obtain  celebrity,  attract- 
ing the  admiration  of  a  congenial  spirit,  he  was,  by  Lieut.  Col. 
John  Laurens,  entrusted  with  the  commiind  of  the  Forlorn 
Hope,  which  iieaded  the  Light  Infantry  led  on  by  him  to  the 
attack  of  the  British  redoubts.  In  the  conflict  he  fell,  receiv- 
ing a  dreadful  wound  which  rendered  amp)utation  essential,  as 
affording  the'  only  chance  of  life.  During  the  performance  of 
the  operation,  (Lieut.  Col.  John  Laurens  and  Lieutenant 
James  Legare,  to  whom  he"  was  inexpressibly  dear,  assisting  to 
cheer  him  by  their  presence)  he  once  suffered  a  groan  to  escape 
him,  when  tm'ning  to  the  former  he  said,  "Pardon,  I  beseech 
you,  my  dear  Colonel,  this  weakness.  My  resolution  was  over- 
come by  the  severity  of  the  agony  I  suffered.  I  will  no  more 
shrink  from  the  trial  ordained  me."  Ilis  fate  was  speedily  de- 
termined. Spasms  quickly  succeeded  the  loss  of  his  limb,  and 
preserving  a  composure  that  ct>uld  not  be  a  second  time  sub- 
dued, he  without  a  murmer  expired. 
23 
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COLONEL  WASSON. 

At  tlie  battle  of  Moiiiiioiitli,  Colonel  VV^assoii,  a  distinguished 
oflieer,  attached  to  the  Massachusetts  Line,  received  a  wound 
which,  literally  speaking,  strii)ped  the  Hesh  from  his  neck  to 
the  extremity  of  the  back-hone.  Recovery  was  considered  as 
scarcely  ])ossible,  but  the  Connnander-in-chief,  with  whom  he 
was  a  distinguished  favourite,  that  every  chance  might  be  given 
him  to  effect  it,  had  him  removed  to  comfortable  apartments 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  battle-ground,  and  sent  a  surgeon 
of  known  humanity  and  great  skill,  to  atteiid  particularly  to 
liini.  Accident  put  into  the  hands  of  this  gentleman,  a  (pian- 
tity  of  Port  Wine,  which  was  essentially  serviceable  to  his 
])atient ;  l)ut  tlie  spirits  of  the  Colonel  failing  him,  and  thesuj)- 
jniration  from  the  wound  becoming  intolerably  offensive,  and 
exhausting  liis  strength  entirely,  death  was  considered  as  cer- 
tain, and  the  <.i]iinion  confirmed  by  a  i)ositive  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  womided  man  to  take  either  medicine  or  refresh- 
ment. This  circumstance  being  communicated  to  General 
Washington,  who  called  to  make  iiiquiries,  he  said,  with  his 
usual  composure,  ''  prepare  your  medicinti,  Doctor,  I  wnll  en- 
deavour by  persuasion  to  make  him  more  tractable.''  The  re- 
quest was  no  sooner  complied  with,  than  the  General  approach- 
ing tlie  bed  where  Wasson  lay,  said  with  an  endearing  smile, 
"Come,  Wasson,  my  brave  fellow,  take  this  from  my  hand. 
Believe  me,  you  are  too  good  a  man  and  too  intrepid  a  soldier 
to  be  spared  from  our  army.  You  must  not  die.  We  have 
much  need  of  your  services,  and  you  shall  at  a  future  day, find 
your  reward  in  the  gratitude  of  your  country."  The  medicine 
was  taken  ;  and  tlio  Colonel,  who  was  restored  to  health  and 
strength,  has  often  declared  that  the  encom*agement  given  by 
In's  beloved  (ronnnander,  operated  like  a  charm,  revived  his 
droo])ingsj)irits,  and  made  the  prosjiect  of  life  07ice  more  nwe]}- 
tai)le  to  him.  It  gives  me  great  jileasure  to  state,  that  Dr. 
William  Read,  of  whom  I  have  so  often  made  honourable 
mention,  was  the  surgeon  who  perfected  the  cure. 
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RIFLE-SIIOOTING. 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  lieard  General  C.  C.  Pinckney  say  that 
he  always  fouiul  that  expert  riHenien  made  the  best  artillerists; 
and  as  an  instance  of  the  perfection  to  which  they  fre(inently 
attained,  he  said,  "  that  observing  one  day,  while  the  siege  of 
(Jharleston  was  carrying  on,  a  reeonnoitering  party  of  the  Brit- 
ish approaching  rather  nearer  tlian  usual  the  lines  of  defence, 
he  said  to  Captain  Mitchell  of  the  Artillery,  do  you  not  think 
Captain,  that  by  a  well-directed  shot  you  could  danij)  the  pry- 
ing curiosity  of  those  gentlemen,  who  are  looking  out  to  dis- 
cover, if  possible,  the  weakest  points  of  our  lines  (  '  Certainly,' 
said  Mitchell ;  '  I  will  salute  them  with  a  shot  aimed  at  the 
centre  of  the  group,  where  I  presume,  the  connnander  of  the 
party  has  tixed  himself.'  A  gun  was  immediately  prepared, 
pointed  by  the  Captain,  and  discharged.  A  great  confusion 
was  perceived  among  the  enemy,  and  it  afterwards  appeared, 
that  the  shot  which  had  been  tired,  had  taken  otf  the  arm  of 
Lord  Caithness,  who  rode  at  the  time  at  the  side  of,  and  the 
nearest  officer  tu  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the  Commander-in-chief 


« 

Correction  of  am,  erroi-  in  the  First  Series,  {^age  97,)  on  the 
Authority  of  General  Thomas  Pinckney. 

BOLMAN. 

TirE  wish  to  free  General  La  Fayette  (said  General  Thomas 
Pinckney  to  me  in  a  letter  recently  received,)  did  not  originate 
with  Bolman.  lie  had  distinguished  himself  by  contriving 
and  effectuating  the  escape  from  Paris,  of  the  C'ount  de  Nar- 
l)onne,  a  distinguished  Emigre,  whom  he  conducted  safely  to 
London.  The  Count  de  Cadegnan,  Captain  Pomville,  and 
another  gentleman,  aids  of  General  La  Fayette,  were  stationed 
in  London,  wliere  they  formed  a  little  council  devoted  to  the 
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()l)ject  of  liberating  their  General,  for  wliicli  pnrpose  they  were 
furnished  by  me  with  money,  from  the  funds  sent  me  l)y  onr 
government  for  the  use  of  the  General,  being  tlie  pay  and 
commutation  while  acting  as  a  Major  (ieneral  in  our  service, 
which  he  had  formerly  refused  to  accept.  These  ofHcers,  to 
whom  the  escape  of  M.  de  T^arboune,  and  the  means  by  wliieli 
it  was  eli'ected  was  known,  engaged  Bolman,  to  attemj^t  the 
liberation  of  La  Fayette,  and  furnished  him  with  the  funds  ne- 
cessary for  the  enterpi'izp.  linger  was  not  in  London,  but  in 
Germany,  where  Bolman  fell  in  with  him,  and  made  tlie  pro- 
posal for  his  co-operation,  which  was  accepted  as  described  in 
the  remainder  of  the  anecdote. 


LIEUT.  COL.  CAMPBELL,  KILLED  AT  EUTAW. 

An  instance  of  his  romantic  gallantry  occmTed  in  service, 
which  I  win  mention,  although  it  may  fix  the  imputation  on 
me,  however  unjust,  of  being  a  decided  friend  to  duelling. 
His  son,  who  bore  a  Subaltern's  commission  in  his  Regiment, 
had  quarreled  with  a  brother  t)fficer,  and  some  liai-sh  expres- 
sions were  eventually  exchanged,  wlien  the  dis]iute  a])peared 
to  terminate.  The  indignant  parent,  insisting  tliat  a  war  of 
words  was  ill-suited  to  militar}-  cliaracters,  compelled  liim  to 
call  his  adversary'  to  the  tield,  and  accompanied  him  to  it  as 
his  second. 


MOB  AT  PHILADELPHIA  IN  1779. 

Early  in  October,  in  the  year  1779,  tlie  peace  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  was  disturbed  by  a  band  of  desperadoes,  who, 
jealous  of  the  prosperity  and  intluejice  of  many  distinguished 
citizens,  resolved  on  their  destruction.  Wlien  I  name  Mr. 
Wilson,  Robert  Mori-is,  G.  Clymer,  all  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  and  (ieneral  Mifflin  and  Mnjrir  Leuux, 
who  had  so  otten  fouglit,  that  they  miglit  be  free,  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say.  that  theirs  was  a  blind  infatuation — their  guilt  cnn- 
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suininato,  and  hoyond  excuse.  A  nniiiber  of  the  most  enlight- 
ened whigs,  to  save  the  lives  of  sn(!h  valuable  men,  determined 
to  aid  them  in  defending  themselves,  and  repaired  for  that 
purpose  to  Mr.  Wilson's,  ■where  the  party  threatened  had  shut 
themselves  nji.  A  inoh  of  two  hundred  persons  had  assembled 
on  the  commons,  composed,  as  it  generally  ha])i)ens,  of  stran- 
gei"s  and  vagabonds.  A  North-Carolina  Captain  headed  them, 
who  immediately,  with  drums  beating,  marched  his  men  to  Mr. 
Wilson's  house,  and  commenced  firing,  which  was  warmly  re- 
turned by  those  within.  No  impression  having  been  made  by 
the  iire-arms,  the  door  of  the  house  was  assailed  by  large  sledge 
hammers,  and  was  jnelding  to  the  vigour  of  the  strokes  ap- 
plied to  it,  when  a  party  of  the  1st  Philadelphia  troop  of  horse, 
seven  only  in  number,  and  aided  by  two  Dragoons  of  Bayler's 
Regiment,  resolved  to  save  or  perish  with  their  fellow-citizens. 
They  were  in  a  street  contiguous,  unseen  by  the  mob.  Dash- 
ing suddenly  round  the  corner  where  Mr.  Wilson's  house  was 
situated,  the  cry  of  "  the  horse — the  liorse''  was  raised,  and 
their  numbers  not  being  known,  the  rioters  fled  with  precipita- 
tion in  every  direction,  but  not  before  two  other  detachments 
of  the  same  troop  had  appeared,  who  took  many  prisoners,  and 
wounded  not  a  few ;  the  swf)rd  being  very  freely  used,  till  op- 
position was  no  more.  Colonel  Thomas  Morris,  of  our  city, 
was  one  of  the  seven  engaged  in  the  conflict  terminating  so 
favourablv  to  order  and  good  o;overnment. 


SECEET  EXPEDITION. 


In  1779,  the  Continental  Soldiers,  serving  in  South-Carolina, 
were  unusually  sickly,  and  rumours  prevailing  in  the  Northern 
army,  that  great  mortality  existed  among  them,  Gen.  Wash- 
ington gave  a  special  conunission  to  Dr.  liead  to  visit  the 
State,  and  inquire  into,  and  ascertain  the  truth,  and  return  and 
r(!])ort  thereon.  Arrived  at  Charleston,  the  Doctor  had  the 
satisfaittion  to  And  that  the  rumoured  mortality  had  Ijeen 
greatly  exaggerated,  which,  on  his  return  to  the  North,  being 
reported,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reinforcements  ordered 


184  REVOLtmONARY    ANECDOTES. 

to  the  South  in  1780,  inarched  foi-ward  witli  far  greater  alacrity 
tlian  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  The  battle  of  Stono 
having  occurred  hut  a  little  before.  Dr.  Read  visited  the  sick 
and  wounded  on  the  neighbouring  plantations,  and  on  his  re- 
turn to  Charleston,  inspected  the  hospital,  which  he  also  found 
in  good  condition  under  its  medical  superintendents.  A  visit 
was  then  paid  to  (ieneral  Moultrie,  enctanijied  with  a  consider- 
able body  of  Continental  troops  and  militia  on  the  West  end 
of  James'  Island,  watching  the  movements  of  Provost,  who 
occupied  John's  Island,  on  the  oi)posite  side  of  the  Stono  river. 
Dr.  Read,  taking  up  his  quarters  for  the  night  in  the  tent  of  a 
friend,  was  awakened  by  a  voice  calling  for  volunteers  on  a  se- 
cret expedition.  Ambitious  to  engage  in  active  service,  he 
arose,  and  providing  himself  with  arms  and  accoutrements, 
joined  Captain  Thomas  Shubrick  at  the  river  side,  who,  witii  a 
party  were  read}'  to  embark.  Moving  forward  with  mnitied 
oars  for  some  hours,  the  boat  reached  Mr.  Ro])ert  Giljbes' 
landing  on  John's  Island,  about  the  dawn  of  day.  The  object 
of  the  expedition  was  then  first  made  known.  Two  valuable 
imported  horses,  Flumnah  and  Abdallah,  were  in  the  stables, 
ready  to  be  carried  off  by  the  British,  who  were  about  to  re- 
treat to  Georgia.  The  centinel  under  whose  care  they  were, 
was  perceived  leaning  on  his  musket,  fast  asleep,  gradually  ap- 
proached and  secured ;  the  horses  led  out,  mounted  and  rode 
off"  to  Stono  ferry,  where  they  crossed  the  river,  and  were 
speedily  lodged  in  a  plac*  of  security.  In  the  interim,  Mr. 
Gibbes  raising  up  a  window,  said  to  Captain  Shuljrick,  "  Sir, 
you  know  not  your  danger,  a  British  officer  of  great  activity  is 
quartered  in  the  neighbourhood  with  a  troop  of  dragoons — the 
neighing  of  the  horses  when  led  from  the  stables,  has,  beyond 
all  doubt,  given  alarm,  and  immediate  retreat  is  necessary  for 
the  safety  of  your  party."  The  hint  was  taken,  and  the  i)arty 
scarcely  embarked,  when  the  bugle  was  heard  and  the  approach 
of  dragoons  perceived,  but  too  late  to  do  any  injury.  On  re- 
turning to  James'  Island,  Dr.  Read  immediately  waited  ujion 
General  Moultrie,  not  without  some  expectation  (jf  being  com- 
plimented on  the  readiness  with  which  he  had  engaged  in  the 
enteriirize,  but  met  with  a  stern  rebuke.     Tiie  whole  trniisac- 
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tiuu  WHS  carried  tliroiigli  witliout  tlic  (icncrars  knowledge  or 
eonenrreiice.  "  I  liate  this  j)redatory  warfare,"  said  the  Gen- 
eral—" give  uie  fairtighting,  when  opportunity  ottei-s,  and  I  am 
ready  for  it,  but  this  iinbefoniing  mode,  whicii  requires  more 
(•unning  tlian  courage,  I  thoroughly  despise."  No  motive  ex- 
cept the  love  of  country  actuated  the  soldiers  of  those  days ; 
this  long  and  fatiguing  service  was  i)erfornied  by  Dr.  R.  alto- 
gether at  his  own  expense. 


ENLISTMENTS. 

It  certaijily  was  one  of  tlie  greatest  errors  in  the  American 
system  of  warfare,  aiming  at  successful  hostility,  to  admit  of 
temporary  enlistments,  as  it  frequently  happened  that  large 
bodies  of  men  demanded  their  discharges  at  the  very  moment 
that  their  services  were  tlie  most  required.  Some  memorable 
instances  occur  where  exertion  was  paralyzed,  and  enterprises 
the  most  promising  relinquished,  on  account  of  this  most  un- 
fortunate arrangement.  I,  myself,  witnessed  one  of  imjjortance. 
Colonel  Lee  had,  with  his  accustomed  sagacity,  discovered  that 
the  British  army  was  vulnerable  in  a  ])articular  point,  and  had 
communicated  to  General  Greene,  the  probability  of  cutting 
off  the  entire  detachment  of  their  anuy,  stationed  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Craig,  on  John's  Island.  The  plan 
being  ap])roved,  the  troops  detailed  for  the  service  were  divided 
into  two  parties,  the  one  to  be  commanded  by  Lieut.  Colonel 
Laurens,  the  other  by  Lee,  in  person.  Two  evenings  previously 
to  the  contenqjlated  expedition,  I  accompanied  Colonel  Lau- 
rens to  the  parade,  where,  in  language  as  forcible  as  could  be 
used,  ])ointing  out  the  honours  already  acquired,  and  the  fair 
])rospect  of  crowning  them  with  additional  laurels,  he  addressed 
a  Continental  Battalion,  whose  time  of  service  had  expired, 
and  who  were  to  commence  their  march  homewards  on  the 
following  morning,  entreating  tliem  to  remain  but  three  days 
longer,  assuring  them  that  within  that  period,  a  blow  would  be 
struck  that  would  be   heavily  felt   by  the  enemy,  and   cover 
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tliemselvcrt  with  perpetunl  glory.  But,  h\»  eloqueiife  was;  of 
little  avail ;  it  appeared  that  a  pre-detennination  had  been  taken 
not  to  listen  to  any  propositictn  tliat  would  prolong  their  con- 
tinuance with  the  anny.  One  boldier,  I  well  remember,  ex- 
claimed, "  our  zeal  in  the  service  cannot  be  denied;  we  have 
strictly  adhered  to  the  performance  of  every  duty  required  of 
us,  and  our  thinned  ranks  sufUciently  proclaim,  that  in  encoun- 
tering danger,  we  have  shown  no  backwardness,  nor  inclination 
to  shrink  from  battle.  We  were  eight  hundred  strong  when 
we  joined  the  army — we  can  uoav  scarcely  muster  three  hund- 
red. Five  hundred  men  have  fallen  by  sickness  and  the  sword 
— it  is  time  that  repose  should  be  ours.  We  retire  with  the 
consciousness  of  having  deserved  well  of  our  country.  The 
want  of  zeal  to  the  cause  can  never  be  justly  inqjuted  to  us." 
Lieut.  Colonel  Laurens  again  and  again  endeavoured  to  rouse 
the  sense  of  honour,  and  to  bring  about  a  change  of  opinion, 
but  his  efforts  were  abortive,  and  on  the  day  following  the  de- 
tachment commenced  their  march  towards  Virginia.  I  was  not 
a  little  pleased  by  the  distinction  made  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Ter- 
nant.  Deputy  Lispector  General,  between  such  men  as  enlisted 
for  a  limited  period  of  service  and  those  engaged  for  the  war. 
I  attended  him  along  the  line  of  the  comjjany  to  which  I  be- 
longed. On  a  soldier's  name  being  called,  he  immediately 
presented  arms,  and  declared  aloud  the  time  for  which  he  was 
engaged  to  serve.  Of  such  as  were  enlisted  for  limited  peri- 
ods, he  took  no  manner  of  notice,  but  strictly  to  examine  their 
arms  and  accoutrements ;  but  to  every  soldier  who  exclaimed 
when  called  upon  by  name,  "/<>'•  the  war .'"  he  respectfully 
bowed,  and  raising  his  hat,  said,  "you,  Sir,  are  a  gentleman  I 
perceive,  I  am  happy  to  make  an  acquaintance  with  you." 


CAPTAIN  LITTELL,  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

That  nniny  interesting  llevolutionary  anecdotes  have  been 
lost,  in  consequence  of  the  little  pains  heretofore  taken  to  pre- 
serve them  is  nncjuestionably  true.  1  have  now  an  instance 
before  me,  where  a  very  imperfect  account  is  communicated  of 
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tlie  gallant  conduct  of  a  partizan  soldier,  who,  had  justice  been 
done  to  his  achievements,  must  have  appeared  with  distin- 
guished eclat. 

Captain  Littell,  of  New-Jersey,  was  an  otticer  of  enterprize, 
and  admirably  fitted  for  the  ]>artizan  warfare  in  which  lie  was 
unremittingly  engaged.  I  need  no  better  proof  of  his  zeal  and 
activity,  than  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  get  rid  of  the  perj)et- 
ual  vexations  which  he  caused  him  to  e.xperience,  offered  a 
considerable  reward  for  his  head.  His  personal  ai)i)earanee 
was  remarkably  tine  and  imposing,  from  its  strength  well  cal- 
culated to  endure  fatigue  and  privation,  and  from  the  corres- 
ponding temper  of  his  mind,  equal  to  the  support  of  deeds  of 
the  most  daring  and  hardy  enterprize.  His  intiuence  over  his 
neighbours  was  unbounded ;  he  copld  at  all  times  command 
their  exertions  ;  but  not  I)eing  attached  to  any  particular  corps, 
his  services,  though  great,  were  passed  over  unnoticed,  and 
while  severely  felt  by  the  enemy,  obtained  for  him  but  little 
credit  at  home.  In  the  winter  of  1776  and  '77,  vvlien  the  15i-it- 
ish  had  overrun  New-Jersey,  and  established  posts  in  most  of 
the  principal  towns  throughout  the  State,  the  successful  enter- 
•prize  of  General  Washington  in  passing  the  Delaware,  and 
surprising  the  detachments  of  their  army  at  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  gave  a  new  turn  to  the  war,  and  compelling  them 
to  concentrate  their  forces,  called  into  activity  the  guerilla  war- 
riors, who  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  quit  their  posts  with- 
out the  certfiinty  of  great  loss  and  not  nnfrequently  of  entire 
destruction.  On  all  these  occasions,  Captain  Littell  was  pre- 
eminently distinguished.  -On  the  day  that  Newark  was  aban- 
doned by  the  T^ritish  force  which  (occupied  it  as  a  garrison 
marching  to  Elizabethtown,  a  company  of  Waldeckers  was  des- 
patched on  some  particular  service  towards  the  Connecticut 
Farms — Littell  and  his  followers  speedily  discovered  and  fol- 
lowed them.  Dividing  his  small  force  into  two  bodies,  he 
placed  one  in  ambush  in  the  rear,  and  api)earing  in  front  with 
the  other,  tlemanded  an  immediate  surrender.  The  Germans 
wished  to  retrograde,  but  meeting  with  the  party  expressly 
concealed  to  imj^ede  their  retreat,  and  briskly  assailed  in  front, 
surrendered  without  firing  a  gun.  The  British  General,  exas- 
^4 
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pcrated  by  tlieir  capture,  ordered  out  a  body  of  Hessians  to  re- 
venge tlie  affront ;  l)iit  the  superior  knowledge  of  tiie  country 
by  Littell  and  his  associates,  enabling  them  to  goad  the  enemy 
at  various  points  with  spirited  attacks,  without  any  great  de- 
gree of  exposure,  they  were  also  driven  into  a  swamp,  and 
compelled  to  surrender  to  inferior  numbers.  Mortified  beyond 
measure  by  this  second  discomfiture,  a  troop  of  horse  were  or- 
dered out,  but  they  in  turn  were  routed,  and  only  more  fortu- 
nate than  those  who  had  preceded  them,  by  being  able,  by  the 
rapid  movement  of  their  horses,  to  escape  pursuit.  A  tory,  to 
whom  a  considerable  reward  was  ofi'ered  for  the  performance 
of  the  service,  now  led  three  hundred  men  to  the  house  of  Cap- 
tain Littell,  who  believing  that  he  was  securely  pent  uj)  with- 
in, connnenced  a  lieavy  discharge  of  musquetry  upon  it  from 
all  sides.  The  Captain,  however,  was  not  to  be  so  esisily  en- 
trapped, and  while  they  were  making  preparation  to  storm  the 
deserted  dwelling,  were  attacked  in  the  rear,  l)eing  previously 
joined  by  another  body  of  volunteers,  and  driven  with  precipi- 
tation from  the  field.  Littell,  in  the  interim,  with  a  part  of  his 
force,  had  formed  an  ambuscade  along  a  fence  side,  and  per- 
ceiving the  enemy  slowly  approacliing,  levelled  and  discharged 
his  piece,  and  the  commander  fell.  The  British,  unable  from 
the  darkness  of  the  night,  to  make  any  calculation  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  their  ojjponents,  were  intimidated  and  sought 
safety  in  flight. 

My  correspondent  gives  me  reason  to  hope  for  additional  in- 
formation relative  to  this  bold  partizan,  but  so  many  delays 
have  occurred  by  the  removal  of  papers  on  which  he  had  to  de- 
pend for  information,  that  I  fear,  for  the  })resent  at  least,  I 
must  take  leave  of  Captain  Littell.  I  think  him  an  otficer  of 
great  promise,  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleasm-e  to  bring 
liiui  more  particularly  into  public  view. 
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MES.  NELSON. 

The  occniTence  whicli  I  am  about  to  relate,  is  given  on  the 
autliority  of  a  lady  of  the  highest  res])ectahility — one,  who  I  am 
confident,  would  rather  perish  than  propagate  what  she  consid- 
ered a  falsehood. 

When  Lord  Cornwallis,  on  his  march  to  the  interior  country 
after  the  tall  of  Charleston,  established  his  quarters  at  Nelson's 
Ferry,  Mrs.  N.  who  was  then  a  widow,  received  from  him  an 
assurance  "  that  protection  should  be  e.xtended  to  her  property, 
and  that  no  injury  would  result  from  his  stay  under  her  roof." 
Mr.  Nelson,  when  living,  had  manifested  an  unaccountable  de- 
sire to  possess  a  large  quantity  of  plate,  and  had  made  consid- 
erable purchases  of  tliat  article.  On  the  approach  of  the  Brit- 
ish army,  fearing  the  consequences  of  exposure,  the  whole  was 
collected,  and,  as  Mrs.  N.  hoped,  buried  in  a  sequestered  spot, 
too  well  concealed  to  be  suspected,  and  from  which  there  was 
scarcely  a  possibility  of  its  being  removed  but  by  her  orders. 
Her  calculations  were  altogether  erroneous.  Her  secret  was 
betrayed ;  the  jilate  found,  and  triumphantly  brought  to  view 
as  a  prize  to  the  captors.  Mrs.  N.  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of 
being  deprived  of  a  property  so  valuable,  now  thought  fit  to 
remonstrate,  and  in  language  the  nu>st  respectful,  reminded  his 
Lordship  of  the  jirotection  which  he  had  promised.  "  I  cer- 
tainly did  engage,"  replied  Cornwallis,  "  to  secuj-e  to  you  the 
quiet  possession  of  every  thing  dfyove  grmmd.  What  3-ou 
chose  to  bury,  I  am  not  bound  to  protect.  The  prize  must  be 
given  to  those  who  discovered  it."  I  do  not  entertain  a  thought 
that  his  Lordship  benefited  in  the  slightest  degree,  in  the  divi- 
sion of  the  spoil.  I  believe  him  incapable  of  such  abject 
meanness;  but  l)y  his  countenance  of  the  act,  he  sanctioned  aiK 
imjustifiable  theft;  and  certain  it  is, tliat  Mrs.  N.  till  lier death, 
declared  that  the  chest  containing  the  property,  was  carried  off 
in  Ills  Lordshi[)*s  own  private  wagon. 
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WILLIAM  CARSON. 

Among  the  adherents  to  tlie  British  cause,  there  was  not  an 
individual  whose  inveterate  prejudices  were  more  constantly 
exei'cised  to  aggravate  misfortune,  and  keep  alive  the  spirit  of 
resistauce,  than  this  ujan.  Incessantly  engaged  in  the  attempt 
to  excite  jealousy  and  raise  the  indignation  of  the  ruling  au- 
thorities against  the  unfortunates  within  their  power,  his  ma- 
lignity would  have  been  productive  of  incalculable  mischief, 
had  they  not  considering  him  weak  and  knowing  him  wicked, 
disdained  to  listen  to  his  councils.  I  have,  in  the  First  Series 
of  my  Anecdotes,  given  an  instance  of  his  bluiulering  pro|)eu- 
sities,  in  his  address  to  Provost,  partaking  of  a  dinner  given  to 
him  by  the  refugees  from  Carolina  and  (leorgia,  in  consequence 
of  his  being  the  bearer  of  the  grateful  intelligence  of  the  re- 
pulse of  the  French  and  Americans  before  Savannah,  and  tlie 
indignation  excited  in  the  bosoms  of  his  companions  in  conse- 
quence of  it.*  I  remember  meeting  with  him  in  Edinburgh,  in 
the  year  1778,  when  Ijeing  altogether  ignorant  of  his  real  cliarac- 
ter,  I  accepted  of  an  invitation  to  sup  with  him  at  his  lodgings, 
where  he  assured  me  I  should  meet  a  party  composed,  as  lie 
stated,  of  friends  to  America.  I  st)on  perceived  that  it  would 
have  been  ditlicnlt  to  have  selected  a  company  more  discordant 
in  political  sentiments  than  that  which  I  found  assembled. 
Mr.  Carson  innnediately  made  the  rights  of  Britain  the  theme 
of  conversation,  and  appeared  to  chuckle  with  delight,  at  the 
results  that  difference  of  sentiment,  supported  with  zeal  and 
strong  indications  of  resentment,  was  likely  to  produce  ;  when 
Dr.  Cooper,  formerly  President  of  the  College  of  New- York, 
who  was  pi'esent,  put  an  end  to  the  altercation,  by  jocosely  ex- 
claiming, "We  met,  gentlemen,  for  convivial  purposes,  not  to 
disgrace  ourselves  i)V  iiidulijins;  in  inveterate  animositv.  Jn 
political  creed,  we  are  much  at  point  and  not  likely  to  convert 

'■  \idc  p.  aos. 
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each  other.  80  fill  every  man  a-  bumper,  and  1  will  otter  u 
toast,  which  each  individual  may  drink,  in  the  sense  that  best 
suits  his  inclination. 

"  Here's  a/uS  steiiig  to  Congress." 


Ungenerous    Conduct  of  General   Pigot,  towards   certain 
American  Officers,  his  Prisoners. 

The  same  spirit  of  oppression  that  distinguished  the  conduct 
of  the  Britisli  otticers  in  the  South,  was  indulijed  and  exercised 
in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  with  unremitted  severity. 
The  news  of  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  having  reached  the 
American  jHMsoiiers  paroled  on  Long  Island,  Major  Lenox, 
Major  Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Stewart,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line, 
with  heart-felt  joy  repaired  to  Flatbush,  to  celebrate  an  event 
so  propitious  to  the  cause  of  their  country,  so  (congenial  with 
their  own  best  hopes  and  most  sanguine  wishes.  The  night 
was  passed  at  the  festive  board,  bnt  their  conduct  was  in  no 
way  calculated  to  give  otfence.  No  symptom  of  exultation  was 
shewn — boisterous  mirth  would  have  degraded  a  feeling  of  de- 
light, silent  bnt  sincere.  In  the  morning,  a  tish-cart  tilled  with 
shad  passing  through  the  village.  Major  Lenox  asked  the  pro- 
prietor "  if  he  would  sell  a  part  of  his  load."  "  Not  to  a  rebel- 
scoundrel,"  he  replied,  "  though  he  were  starving."  This  otfen- 
sive  answer  was  no  sooner  given  than  resented.  Major  Lenox 
struck  the  8]>eaker  to  the  earth.  An  atfray  was  the  immediate 
c<msequence;  in  which  tlie  American  officers,  as  might  have 
been  expected,  were  overpowered  and  severely  beaten.  But 
this  was  not  the  last  of  their  sutferings.  Charged  with  an  as- 
sault, and  conducted  before  General  Pigot,  Major  Lenox,  in  a 
plain,  unvarnished  representatioTi  of  facts,  related  the  provoca- 
tion, and  asked  if  it  was  possible  to  liave  withheld  punishment 
from  a  rascal  who  so  richly  deserved  it.  "  It  is  our  business 
(said  the  General)  to  protect  and  cherish  such  of  your  country- 
men as  take  protection.  You  must  submit,  therefore,  to  ask 
pardon  for  the  outrage  committed,  or  take  the  consequences 
that  must  inevitably  follow."     "  Ask  pardon  of  that  scoundrel. 
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(said  Lenox.)  Never !"  "  Will  you,  sir,"  said  the  General  to 
Major  Hamilton  :  "May  I  perish  if  I  do,"  was  the  reply.  The 
question  was  put  to  Stewart,  and  answered  with  equal  indigna- 
tion. "  You  must  be  introduced  then, (said  the  irritated  Gen- 
eral) to  the  Provost  Marshal:  Mr.  Cuimingham,  they  are  your 
prisoners — you  know  your  duty."  Six  months  of  close  and  rig- 
orous confinement,  was  the  consequence  of  an  act  that  a  gen- 
erous enemy  woidd  not  only  have  thouglit  just,  but  commend- 
able. 


GENERAL  ISAAC  IIUGER. 

In  my  First  Series  of  Anecdotes,*  I  have  given  a  striking 
proof  of  the  personal  intrepidity  of  General  Isaac  linger,  en- 
deavouring by  example  to  inspire  his  men  with  courage,  and 
restore  the  order  which  had  been  lost  in  Gunby's  Regiment. 
I  have  a  proof  equally  strong  of  his  composure  in  action.  An 
officer  calling  out  to  him,  "  General  linger,  I  ])lainly  see  one 
of  the  enemy's  riflemen  taking  delil^erate  aim  to  destroy  yon." 
"  That  is  no  concern  of  mine,"  said  the  General.  "  If  you 
think  ])roper,  order  one  of  your  men  to  take  the  fellow  off." 
"  Dodge,  or  change  your  position,"  rejoined  the  officer, "  or  you 
are  a  dead  man."  "  I  will  neither  dodge  nor  (piit  my  post," 
replied  the  General,  "  be  the  consequence  what  it  may." 


Fortunate  Escape  of  Dr.  William  Reap,  and  the  other  officerm 
(if  the  General  Hospital,  from.  Massacre.  Fnrmshed  hj 
hiinself. 

Gp;nkeal  Greene  retired  through  North-Carolina  witli  his 
army  and  prisoners,  after  the  victory  of  the  Cowpens.  The  re- 
treat of  the  General  Hospital  from  Salisbury  to  Virgina,  being 
in  charge  of  Dr.  Read,  with  a  nnmber  of  sick  and  wounded  of 
our  army  as  well  as  of  the  British,  it  was  necessary  to  proceed 
with  caution  and  circumspection,  as  the  party  Avei-e  marched 

»  Vide  p.  97. 
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througli  a  cuuntry,  some  districts  of  wliich  were  decidedly  in- 
imical to  us.  The  prisoners  frequently  escaped,  especially  the 
(Jueen's  Rangers,  who  were  seen  in  arms  against  ns,  in  a  few 
hours  afterwards,  mounted,  and  joined  by  the  country  people, 
watching  every  opportunity  to  impede  our  progress  and  capture 
our  men  ;  which,  however,  was  generally  prevented  by  our  well- 
appointed  corps  of  invalids.  The  young  gentlemen  of  the  de- 
partment were  in  the  habit,  for  pastime,  to  nickname  our 
party,  and  would  play  on  the  credulity  of  the  country  people 
by  calling  one  Cornwallis,  another  Kniphausen,  &c.  Our 
party  had,  indeed,  a  very  equivocal  appearance.  Many  soldiers 
wore  scarlet,  and  some  green,  taken  from  the  field  of  battle. 
The  jest  was  reprobated  by  Dr.  Read  and  Dr.  Gillet,  a  respect- 
able Senior,  who  had  joined  the  department,  and  our  young 
men  and  the  soldiers  were  told  that  it  was  dangerous  to  put  on 
any  thing  like  equivocal  character  in  our  situation.  Still  the 
joke  continued,  and  went  through  the  ranks.  Dr.  Read  sensi- 
ble of  the  hardships  and  privations  which  the  party  suffered, 
permitted  this  playfulness  to  go  on  for  pastime,  and  did  not 
steridy  put  it  down,  when  it  nearly  proved  fatal  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  Halting  one  evening  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, the  patients  being  a  little  in  advance,  the  officers  laid  down 
in  their  blaidcets  in  the  hall  of  the  log-hut  to  sleep,  Spencer  be- 
ing at  the  time  out  witli  the  militia;  the  party  believed  them- 
selves in  friendly  quarters,  and  dispersed  with  the  usual  pre- 
caution of«])lacing  out  centinels.  It  was  Dr.  Read's  practice 
to  leave  one  of  tlie  gentlemen  of  the  department  in  the  rear  to 
remedy  evils,  stop  hemorrhages,  and  bring  in  stragglers.  It 
was  Dr.  Rrownfield's  turn  that  night ;  when  putting  up  at  a 
house  in  the  rear,  he  heard  a  clattering  of  arms,  and  prepara 
tions  and  threats  of  an  attack  on  the  British  party  which  were 
at  Spencer's:  Dr.  Brownfield  got  up,  and  convinced  that  it 
must  be  our  party,  dissuaded  the  men,  preparing  to  go  for- 
ward, from  proceeding,  promising  to  accomjjany  them  in  the 
morning,  and  to  be  iinsvverable  for  all  consequences.  The  Doc- 
tor saw  at  once  that  the  jest  had  been  the  cause  of  the  mistake. 
An  old  man  had  secretly  esc^aped  from  Spencer's,  and  given 
the  information,  as  Mrs.  S.  had  (as  she  supposed)  induced  a 
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soldier  tu  tell  the  truth,  aud  she  thought  to  serve  the  cause  by 
destroying  the  British  cominander  and  his  suite.  The  party 
came  iii)  in  the  morning,  and  we  all  rejoiced  with  each  other 
on  their  providential  escape.  Their  plan  was  to  have  tired  pe- 
tween  the  logs,  and  then  to  liave  rnslied  in  with  swords  and 
tomahawks  to  have  iinished  the  work  of  destruction. 


PETER  FRANCISCO. 

Ik  it  were  an  object  with  nxe  to  speak  of  feats  of  personal 
strength  and  prowess  joined  with  consummate  boldness  and 
intrepidity,  I  should  be  at  no  loss  for  Anecdotes ;  for  1  scarcely 
ever  met  with  a  man  in  Virginia  who  had  not  some  miraculous 
tale  to  tell  of  Peter  Francisco.  Romantic  as  his  exploits  were, 
and  well  calculated  to  aftbrd  amusement  to  the  generality  of 
readers,  I  shall  mention  one  only,  for  which  he  was  certainly 
entitled  to  great  praise.  A  marauder,  attached  to  a  British 
Regiment  of  Dragoons,  entered  the  chamber  of  a  solitary  habi- 
tation, where  Francisco  was  sitting  unarmed,  and  totally  un- 
conscious of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  "  Give  up,  instanta- 
neously, all  that  you  possess  of  value,"  said  the  soldier,  "  or 
prepare  to  die."  "  1  have  nothing  to  give  up,"  said  Francisco : 
"so  use  your  pleasure."  "Deliver  instantly,"  rejoined  the  sol- 
dier, "  those  massive  silver  buckles  which  you  M'ear  in  your 
shoes."  "  They  were  a  present  to  me  from  a  valued  friend," 
said  Francisco,  "  and  it  would  grieve  me  to  i)art  with  them. 
Give  them  into  your  hands  I  never  will.  You  have  the  power, 
take  them  if  you  tliink  tit."  The  Dragoon  placed  his  sabre 
beneath  his  arm,  the  hilt  of  it  being  invitingly  presented  in  his 
front,  which  being  quickly  perceived  by  Francisco,  he  seized  it 
eagerly,  and  by  a  deadly  blow,  not  only  severed  the  head  of  his 
antagonist  completely  in  two,  but  carried  the  divisioTi  through 
the  entire  neck  to  the  point  in  which  they  were  united  to  the 
body. 

The  ex])loits  of  this  extraordinary  man  have  given  exercise 
to  the  talents  of  the  painter  also.  I  have  seen  an  engraving  iii 
which  he  is  represented  engaged  in  conflict  with  Five  British 
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Dragoons,  the  wliole  of  whom  lie  made  his  prisoners ;  but  I  am 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  particulars  to  give  so  gal- 
lant an  action  a  place  in  these  Anecdotes. 


M'ELEOTII. 

That  necessity  has  been  justly  deemed  "  the  mother  of  in- 
vention," is  stVongly  exemplified  by  the  anecdote  whicii  follows  : 
When  the  current  of  success,  which  had  for  a  length  of  time 
favoured  the  British  army,  appeared  decidedly  to  take  a  new 
coui*se,  and  run  in  an  opposite  direction,  Governor  Rutledge, 
ever  mindful  of  his  duty,  and  anxiously  solicitous  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  country,  returned  Mith  all  expedition  to  his  native 
State,  which  he  had  been  compelled  to  abaiulon,  and  evidently 
perceiving  the  advantages  that  would  flow  from  it,  determined 
to  issue  a  proclamation,  tendering  forgiveness  to  all,  who,  from 
the  mistaken  idea  of  the  inutility  of  resistance,  or  the  hope  of 
quitting  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  field,  for  the  tranquil 
enjoyments  of  domestic  ease  and  security,  had  submitted  to  the 
foe  and  sought  their  protection.  So  univei'sal,  liowever,  had 
been  the  destruction  of  property,  that  neither  types  nor  a  print- 
ing-press could  be  obtained.  A  mechanic  of  distinguished  tal- 
ent, whose  name  was  M'Elroth,  was  an  iidiabitant  of  the  inte- 
rior country;  to  him  Governor  Rutledge  repaired,  and  pointing 
out  the  advantages  that  might  be  expected,  from  the  wide  dis- 
semination of  the  contemplated  proclamation,  among  the  wav- 
ering and  disaffected,  earnestly  requested  him  to  prepare  the 
types  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  liis  purpose.  M'El- 
roth was  a  staunch  and  decided  whig,  but  though  willing  to 
comply  with  the  Governor's  wishes,  declared  himself,  from  con- 
viction, incompetent  to  the  task.  "  I  have  never  in  my  life," 
he  said,  "  seen  a  type,  or  learned  by  what  process  they  are  pi'e- 
pared."  "Your  good  will,"  replied  the  Governor,  "  will  do 
much ;  your  inventive  talent  still  more,  and  remember  how 
great  the  honour  whicli  awaits  you,  when  it  shall  be  said,  that 
the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
your  intelligent  exertions."  The  experiment  proved  altogether 
25 
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successt'ul.  Types  were  made  of  pewtei-.  witli  a  inixtiire  of 
other  metals.  A  ]>ress  constnictcd.  and  tlie  I'nx-lamation  of 
the  Governor  rapidly  spread  tlirougliout  the  country — revived 
the  liopes  of  the  desponding — dispelled  the  fears  of  the  timid 
— continued  the  steady  adherence  of  the  partriotic  hand,  who 
had  never  slirnnk  from  tlieir  duty,  and  roused  the  entire  popu- 
lation of  tlie  State,  to  opi)ose  the  enemy  with  renovated  zeal 
and  energy,  till  their  final  expulsion  and  retreat  from  our 
shores. 

SCOTT,  OF  JERSEY. 

At  the  Battle  of  Springfield,  in  Jersey,  a  well  directed  shot 
from  the  British,  mortally  wounded  Captain  Tiiompson  of  the 
artillery,  and  a  Sergeant  of  the  name  of  Scott.  The  latter  a 
Xorth  Briton  hy  hirth,  inspired  hy  an  enthusiastic  attachment 
to  liberty,  had,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  expressly  to  fight  under  the  banners  of  America. 
Colonel  Forrest,  who  ('onmianded  the  Artillery  on  that  occa- 
sion, assured  me,  that  on  approaching  the  wounded  men,  he 
found  the  Captain  perfectly  resigned  to  his  fate,  while  Scott 
was  deafening  all  around  him,  by  the  loud  tones  and  vehe 
mence  with  which  he  uttered  his  prayers.  Attributing  his 
clamours  to  unbecoming  ])usillanimity,  the  Colonel  indignantly 
exclaimed,  "  damn  you,  Scott,  be  less  noisy,  and  if  you  must 
die — die  like  a  man."  The  wounded  soldier  brought  to  his 
recollection  by  this  reproach,  immediately  replied,  "I  will  en- 
deavour to  do  so.  Colonel,  and  changing  his  manner,  and  the 
tones  of  his  voice,  thus  addressed  his  companions:  My  fellow 
soldiers — men  were  never  engaged  in  a  more  hallowed  cause, 
than  that  which  we  are  pledged  to  supjwrt.  If  I,  who  am  a 
stranger  in  your  land,  who  came  from  a  far  distant  country  to 
fiyrht  your  battles  ihink  so,  and  have  sealed  mv  o|)inions  with 
my  blood,  how  much  more  is  it  your  duty,  to  cherish  the  senti- 
ment, who  have  your  wives — your  children — your  country,  to 
call  forth  your  unrenn'ttiiig  energies,  to  expel  the  hostile  in- 
vader?—  Fight  on  then,  with  zeal  and  constancy  to  the  last.  It 
is  your  comrade's  last  re([uest."  When  striving  to  raise  a  shout 
of  encouragemeut,  he  fainted  and  expired. 
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LIET^T.  EEESE  BOWEN. 


At  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain,  Lieut.  Reese  Bowen,  of 
Colonel  Canipbell's  Regiment,  raised  in  Washington  County, 
Virginia,  was  observed  while  marching  forward  to  attacik  the 
enemy's  post,  to  make  a  hazardous  and  very  unnecessary  expo- 
sure of  his  person.  One  of  his  companions  calling  out,  "why 
Bowen,  do  you  not  take  to  a  tree — why  rashly  present  yourself 
to  the  deliberate  aim  of  riflemen,  concealed  behind  every  rock 
and  bush  before  you?  Death  must  inevitably  follow  if  you 
persist.''  He  indignantly  replied,  "take  to  a  tree  !  no — never 
shall  it  be  said,  that  I  sought  safety  by  hiding  uiy  person,  or 
dodging  from  a  Briton  or  tory.  who  opposed  me  in  the  tield." 
As  he  concluded  the  sentence,  a  rifle-ball  struck  him  in  the 
breast.     He  fell  and  expired. 


CAPTAIN  ADAM  WALLACE,   OF  VIRGINIA, 

In  justice  to  the  memory  of  Captain  Adam  Wallace,  I  feel 
myself  bound  to  give  the  following  brief  account  of  his  bravery, 
as  certified  *by  a  nuniljer  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  Buford's 
Regiment,  at  the  disastrous  battle  of  the  Waxaws.  Captain 
Wallace  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  Regiment  when  the 
enemy  made  their  attack,  and  was  not  a  little  shocked,  after 
the  exchange  of  a  few  shots,  to  hear  Buford  order  his  men  to 
ground  tlieir  arms.  Captain  W.  so  fiir  obeyed  as  to  cease  firing, 
but  speedily  perceiving  that  no  quarter  was  to  be  given,  ordered 
his  men  to  engage  with  their  wonted  bravery,  and  to  sell  tlieir 
lives  as  dearly  as  possible.  His  personal  a(;tivity  and  intrepid- 
ity were  conspicuous,  Ijravely  defending  himself  against  a  host 
of  foes  ;  his  aim  was  to  reach  Tarleton,  and  actually  approached 
snfficientlv  near  jiim  to  make  several  thrusts  at  him,  thouj'h, 
unhappily,  witliout  efi'cct.  While  thus  engaged,  a  blow  from 
a  sabre  on  the  back  part  of  liis  ne(^k.  nearly  severed  his  head 
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from  his  body.  He  was  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle  with 
a  British  officer  slain  by  his  hand  at  his  feet.  Colonel  Tarle- 
ton,  albeit  unused  to  compliment  an  enemy,  publicly  said  "  the 
bravery  of  this  man  entitles  him  to  immortal  honoui-.'" 


DIFFERENT  MODES  OF  QUELLING  A  REBELLION. 

DcRiNo  the  mutiny  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  Congress  de- 
legated one  of  their  own  body,  Dr.  Witherspoon,  together  with 
the  Generals,  Greene  and  Wayne,  to  endeavour  to  bring  them 
back  to  reason,  and  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty.  "How  shall 
we  set  about  this  business  ?"  asked  General  Greene.  "  I  would 
commence,''  said  Dr.  Witherspoon,  by  giving  them  a  sermon. 
Religious  admonition  might  be  attended  with  powerful  effect." 
"  I,''  said  Wayne,  "  would  call  for  the  aid  of  the  militia,  and 
such  continentals  as  are  faitliful,  and  bring  them  to  their  senses 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet."  "Let  persuasion  be  tried  in  the 
first  instance,"  said  General  Greene.  Major  Hamilton  and  an- 
other popular  officer,  were  sent  forward  accordingly,  for  that 
purpose.  Approaching  the  camp  of  the  mutineers,  a  coq^oral 
stepped  forward  and  exclaimed,  "  Major  Hamilton,  I  wish  you 
well,  I  would  not  harm  you,  but  by  the  God  of  Heaven,  if  you 
advance  a  step,  you  are  a  dead  man.  This  is  no  moment  for 
negotiation."  And  the  party  retired.  A  much  more  effectual 
measure  was  jiui-sued  in  Carolina,  when  tlie  privates  of  the 
first  Regiment  rebelled,  and  set  their  officers  at  defiance.  Gen- 
eral Barnwell,  an  officer  of  consummate  bravery,  assured  me 
that  lie  coiUd  never  sufficiently  admire  the  calm  and  steady 
conduct  of  Major  Pinckney,  on  so  trying  an  occasion,  for  while 
other  officers  endeavoured  without  success  to  check  the  increas- 
ing spirit  of  insubordination,  and  with  mortified  pride  found 
their  commands  resisted,  and  their  harangues  received  with 
taunts  and  revilings,  the  finnness  and  decision  of  Major  Pinck- 
ney at  once  put  an  end  to  sedition.  Regardless  of  personal 
safety,  he  walked  deliberately  into  the  midst  of  the  mutineers, 
and  with  a  blow  of  his  sabre,  cut  down  their  ringleader.  The 
disaffected,  who  before  breathed  nothing  but  vengeance,  with- 
out an  exception,  returned  to  their  <luty,  sueing  loudly  for 
mercy  and  forgiveness. 
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BENJAMIN  ELLIOTT. 

Of  this  decided  patriot,  I  liave  often  wished  to  speak,  be- 
cause his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  country  was  exemplary 
and  unbounded ;  his  ardour  for  military  fame,  pre-eminently 
conspicuous,  and  eagerness  to  engage  in  arduous  enterprize  so 
constant,  that  Pulaski,  who  had  regarded  his  enthusiasm  with 
a  military  eye,  was  wont  to  say  of  him,  "  here  is  a  hero  after 
my  own  heart.  This  is  my  own  old  soldier."  I  have  but  a 
single  instance  to  adduce  of  his  determined  spirit,  but  that  I 
think  will  sufficiently  prove  it.  On  tlie  retreat  of  a  part  of  the 
American  forces  across  Ashley  ferry,  during  Provost's  invasion, 
the  confusion  in  the  rear  was  so  great,  that  the  boat  was  aban- 
doned to  tlie  enemy,  and  even  the  tow-rope  left  uninjured. 
This  was  no  sooner  perceived  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Elliott,  the  gen- 
tlemen in  question,  from  the  In'gli  land,  where,  by  a  long  cause- 
way it  was  united  to  the  river,  than  without  consideration  of 
personal  danger,  he  galloped  down  to  the  river-edge  under  a 
very  heavy  tire  from  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  cut- 
ting the  rope  with  his  sabre,  allowed  the  boat,  which  was 
crowded  with  soldiers,  to  be  hurried  down  by  a  rapid  stream, 
the  middle  of  which  they  had  reached,  and  thereby  removed 
from  his  companions  all  apprehension  of  further  pursuit. 


MRS.  CALDWELL. 

The  same  spirit  of  deadly  animosity  which  cliaracterized 
the  entire  conduct  of  the  British  troops  in  the  Southern  States, 
marked  also  their  unrestrained  barbarity  in  other  sections  of 
the  Union.  There  inveteracy  perhaps  was  not  as  frequently 
shown,  but  where  exercised,  was  in  its  consequences  equally  fa- 
tal. There  were  few  occurrences  during  the  war  which  excited 
so  universal  a  sentiment  of  horror,  or  generated  keener  resent- 
ments towards  the  British,  than  the  deliberate  and  sanguinary 
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murder  of  Mrs.  Caldwell,  on  the  expedition  to  Springfield.  In 
the  month  of  June,  1780,  during  the  absence  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  to  the  southward,  five  thousand  men  and  seventeen 
pieces  of  Aitillerv,  under  the  command  of  the  Hessian  Gene- 
ral Kniphausen,  left  N^ew-York,  landed  at  Elizabethtown,  and 
advancing  to  the  Connecticut  farms,  about  five  miles  distant, 
set  fire  to  the  village,  and  entirely  destroyed  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  fourteen  dwellings  and  barns,  leaving  the  inhabi- 
tants completely  destitute,  without  food  and  without  shelter. 
In  the  neighbourliood  lived  the  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell,  whose  un- 
remitted zeal  and  activity  in  the  cause  of  his  (country,  had  ren- 
dered liini  particularly  obnoxious  to  its  oppressors,  wlio  liad 
even  carried  their  resentments  so  far.  as  to  set  a  ])rice  on  his 
head.  Until  this  ])eriod  he  had  eluded  every  attemjjt  to  injure 
him,  l)ut  unfortunately  misled  l)y  too  great  confidence  in  tlieir 
generous  use  of  power,  and  believing  it  ini])ossible  that  resent- 
ment could  be  extended  to  a  mother  watching  over  the  safety 
of  her  children,  he  incautiously  left  his  family  at  their  mercy, 
and  joined  the  troops  collecting  to  oppose  them.  The  unpre- 
pared militia  being  driven  from  the  neighbourliood,  a  fair  op- 
portunity was  offered  for  injuring  Mr.  Caldwell  in  the  tenderest 
point,  nor  was  it  neglected.  A  British  Sergeant  approached 
the  house,  and  putting  his  musket  within  the  window  of  the 
room,  in  whic;)!  this  excellent  lady  was  sitting,  surrounded  by 
her  children,  and  holding  an  infant  in  her  arms,  discharged  it, 
and  shot  lier  dead  on  tlie  s])ot.  A  Hessian  Captain  then  or- 
dered a  hole  to  be  dug,  and  the  body  thrown  into  it.  At  the 
earnest  request,  however,  of  an  officer  of  tlie  Xew  Levies,  it 
was  afterwards  suffered  to  be  removed  to  a  small  house  in  tlie 
neighbom-hood.  Mr.  C's.  mansion,  with  all  tiiat  it  (contained 
was  then  set  fire  to,  and  completely  destroyed.  Mr.  Caldwell 
was  thus  left,  with  nine  small  children,  looking  up  to  him  for 
support,  without  even  a  change  of  clothes  or  shelter  under 
which  he  conld  procure  them  refuge.  But  this  unmanly  and 
cruel  act  did  not  escape  severe  and  exemplary  punishment.  So 
far  from  demonstrations  of  terror  being  exhibited  over  the 
country,  as  had  been  expected,  the  iidiabitants  breathed  only 
sentiments  of  revenge.     It  animated  tlie  l)rave  with  new  en- 
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ergy,  and  caused  even  the  timid  to  pertbnn  feats  of  valourous 
daring  unlocked  for,  and  never  before  exhibited.  The  great 
object  of  the  IJritish  expedition  was  completely  defeated.  The 
entire  po])u]atiou  of  the  country,  thronged  to  the  standard  of 
liberty.  The  invading  army  was  foiled  at  every  point,  and 
nothing  l)ut  the  iircciintancy  of  their  retreat  saved  them  from 
entire  destruction.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Timothy 
Ford  quitted  his  collegiate  studies,  and  joining  the  army  as  a 
volunteer,  received  two  severe  wounds,  which  did  not,  however, 
prove  mortal,  leaving  him  at  a  future  period  to  render  those 
important  services  to  his  country,  which  must  necessarily  exalt 
his  character,  in  the  opinion  of  every  genuiTie  patriot,  and 
every  good  and  virtuous  citizen. 


PETEIl  ROBESON. 

Pktkr  Robeson,  of  Bladen  County,  was  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguished by  his  attachment  to  whig  principles,  and  of  course 
detested  by  the  toiies  in  his  neighbourhood.  Being  on  one 
occasion  on  duty  at  a  distance  from  home,  his  house  was  as- 
sailed at  noon-day  by  a  party,  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ducing it  to  ashes.  Mrs.  R.  was  ordered  to  remove  a  cradle  in 
which  an  infant  reposed,  which  not  being  done  with  the  expe- 
dition rerpiired,  one  of  the  party  overturned  the  cradle,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  child,  which,  however,  being  speedily 
snatched  up  by  the  mother,  escaped  the  flames  in  which  the 
house  was  completely  enveloped.  Robeson,  returning  to  the 
spot  some  days  afterwards,  gave  indulgence  to  the  spirit  of 
resentment.  Irritated  by  the  loss  of  his  property,  and  still 
more  by  the  cruelty  exercised  towards  his  child,  with  a  select 
party  of  friends,  he  set  out  with  the  resolution  to  pursue  his 
enemies  to  extermination,  and  it  is  said  actually  put  thii'teen  of 
them  to  death  witli  his  own  hands. 
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GODFREY. 

Cai'tatn  Godfrey,  and  his  brother  John  Dreher,  were  as- 
sailed l)y  a  party  of  tories,  about  tliirty  in  number,  headed  by 
a  Britisli  officer.  Leaving  their  horses  under  a  guard,  tliese  un- 
welconied  intruders  quickly  surrounded  the  house,  M-hen  the 
officer  entering  with  a  few  of  his  men,  demanded  of  the  terri- 
iied  mother  where  her  sons  were.  Aware  that  their  object  was 
to  destroy  them,  slie  raised  her  voice,  that  they  who  were  at  the 
time  in  an  upper  room  might  hear  and  be  apprized  of  their 
danger,  demanding  by  what  authority  they  sought  them,  and 
what  they  wished  to  say.  The  Captain  perceiving  a  staircase 
leading  to  an  upper  story  immediately  advanced  towards  it. 
Her  sons,  who  from  the  perilous  position  of  their  habitation, 
were  ever  in  expectation  of  attack,  and  prepared  for  hostility, 
flew  to  their  arms,  and  met  their  adversary  at  the  head  of  the 
stairs,  each  presenting  a  cocked  pistol.  J>ieut.  Dreher,  imme- 
diately fired,  and  mortally  wounded  his  enemy,  who  falling 
back  on  his  comrades,  so  completely  intimidated  them,  that 
they  fled  with  precipitation  towards  their  hoi"ses,  and  communi- 
cating their  panic,  the  whole  ran  oif,  leaving  their  entire  spoils 
and  property  to  the  victors.  The  brothers,  as  they  quitted  the 
house,  opened  the  upper  windows,  and  flring  several  shots,  gave 
alarm  to  the  neighbouring  -whigs,  who  quickly  collecting,  se- 
cured the  prize  they  had  gained.  Returning  to  the  house, 
every  attention  was  given  to  the  wounded  officer,  but  in  vain  ; 
he  speedily  expired,  owning  that  his  object  was  to  destroy  botli 
the  house  and  its  inhabitants. 


KNUCKLES. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Pacolet  Springs,  resided  John 
Knuckles,  an  active  enterprising  whig.  The  whole  of  Union 
District  witnessed  his  zeal,  which  caused  him  to  be  marked  as 
an  object  for  destruction,  by  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  had 
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given  in  tlieir  adhesion  to  the  Eritisli  coiniuanders.  Soon  as  a 
fit  occasion  oft'ered  for  a  display  of  tlieir  cherished  resentment, 
liis  honse  was,  in  the  dead  of  the  ni^lit,  surrounded,  he  was 
taken  from  the  bed  in  which  he  re])osed  with  his  wife  and  an 
infant  son,  not  a  month  old,  and  never  after  heard  of.  Some 
months  after,  however,  a  skeleton  was  fonnd  in  the  vicinity  of 
liis  house,  which  was  universally  believed  to  be  his. 


TAKING  THE  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE. 

WniLE  the  army  lay  at  Valley  Forge,  in  December,  1776, 
Major  Forrest,  having,  in  compliance  with  a  general  order, 
marched  the  officers  of  his  regiment  to  General  Knox's  quar- 
ters, that  they  might  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  Congress,  to 
defend  and  support  the  independence  of  the  States,  as  declared 
on  the  preceding  4tli  of  July.  An  Irish  officer  stepping  for- 
ward, exclaimed,  "  before  we  go  in,  could  you  not,  Major,  con- 
trive to  see  the  General,  and  jjrevail  on  him  to  put  little  Ire- 
land in  the  oath  ?  "  It  would  never  do,"  said  the  Major,  "  but 
while  we  are  engaged  with  England  on  one  side,  let  Ireland 
sieze  the  golden  opportunity  and  assail  heron  the  other.  Now 
is  the  time."  "  And  so  say  I,"  rejoined  the  officer,  "  and  if  she 
fail  to  do  it,  let  her  sons  from  henceforth  and  forever  boil  their 
potatoes  in  d  wooden  skillet." 


BARRY  AND  SWEENY. 

In  my  first  series,*  it  will  be  seen  that  I  had  accompanied 
the  British  Commodores,  Affleck  ami  Sweeny,  to  visit  Capt. 
Barry,  on  board  the  Alliance  Frigate.  The  kindred  spirit  of 
brave  men,  caused  them  at  once  to  discover  each  other's  perfec- 
tions. The  intercourse  of  a  few  days,  passed  in  friendly  commu- 
nication, made  these  sons  of  Neptune  as  intimate  as  brothers. 
To  have  seen  them  togethei-,  it  might  readily  have  been  sup- 

•  Page  434. 
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posed  tliat  tliej  had  been  engaged  tliruiigh  life  in  the  same  ser- 
vice, and  animated  with  similar  hopes  and  similar  desires,  and 
had  shared  the  toils  and  vicisitudes  of  war  together.  When 
the  moment  of  separation  arrived.  Sweeny  taking  Barry  affec- 
tionately by  the  hand,  said,  "  xVdieu  my  countryman  !"  "Not 
exactly  so,"  said  Barry,  "yon,  Commodore,  are  a  Briton,  I  an 
American."  "  I  am,"  rejoined  Sweeny,  "  an  Irishman,  and  so 
are  yon,  too,  Barry,  or  if  not  you  ought  to  be.  You  have  too 
many  of  the  strong  features  of  a  genuine  Irishman  for  me  to 
be  mistaken  in  you.  Your  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the 
country  for  which  you  have  fought  and  bled,  is  both  natural 
and  highly  to  your  honour,  but  by  Jesus,  you  are  too  good  a 
fellow  for  old  Ireland  to  relinquish  the  claims  that  she  has  upon 
your  best  aftectious." 


t> 


INDIAN  ANECDOTE. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  influence  of  the  British  over  the 
various  Indian  tribes  on  the  frontiere  of  the  United  States,  had, 
during  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  caused  that  san- 
guinary race  to  indulge  in  every  species  of  rapine  and  carnage. 
While  in  conversation  with  Judge  Peter  Johnson,  at  Abing- 
don, in  the  summer  of  1826,  a  very  plainly  dressed  country- 
man, somewhat  advanced  in  years,  passed  by  us,  which  occa- 
sioned my  companion  to  observe  "  there.  Major,  goes  a  man, 
who  has  done  the  State  much  service,  having  by  his  active  ex- 
ertions cut  off  the  last  body  of  hostile  Indians  that  ever  com- 
mitted depredations  in  Virginia.  Murders  without  number  had 
been  perpetrated  on  the  frontier,  and  many  families  carried  into 
captivity.  This  man,  with  anxious  solicitude,  witnessed  the 
enormities  committed,  and  determined,  if  possible,  to  discover 
the  path  by  which  the  settlements  were  invaded,  the  surround- 
ing mountains  being  supposed  to  be  inaccessible.  Two  gaps  in 
the  Cumberland  mountain  were  explored,  which  ajjpeared  to 
him  the  passages  selected  by  the  invaders,  as  the  best  calcu- 
lated to  facilitate  their  entrance  into  the  settlements.  Infor- 
mation of  the  discovery  was  immediately  communicated  to  the 
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families  tlie  most  exposed,  vnth  a  request  that  on  tlie  very  first 
appearance  of  an  Indian,  intelligence  should  be  given  to  him, 
who  had  organized  a  party  expressly  for  the  purjiose  of  prevent- 
ing mischief.  JSTews  soon  after  arrived  that  thirteen  Indians, 
headed  by  a  half-breed  leader  of  great  notoriety,  had  reached 
the  settlement  of  a  Mr.  Livingston,  and  after  murdering  all 
the  males  of  the  family,  were  carrying  ofi"  Mrs.  L.  as  their  cap- 
tive. The  heroic  protector  of  the  unfortunate  immediately  di- 
vided his  men  into  two  parties,  sending  off  the  one  under  the 
command  of  a  brave  and  trnsty  friend  to  one  of  the  gaps,  and 
took  post  at  the  other  himself,  with  the  renuxinder  of  his  force. 
Strict  orders  were  given,  on  no  pretext  whatever  to  tire,  but 
one  of  the  men  perceiving  an  Indian  approa<;h,  could  not  with- 
stand the  temptation  of  making  a  good  shot,  discharged  his 
piece,  and  with  deadly  effect.  The  Indian  fell  and  expired. 
The  alaiMu  given,  the  invaders  would  have  sought  safety  liy 
flight,  but  a  very  heavy  fire  being  poui-ed  in  upon  them,  the 
half-breed  and  every  individual  of  the  ]>arty  fell,  save  only  one, 
wIkj,  terrified  in  the  extreme,  fled  to  the  woods  till  opportunity 
occurred  of  re-crossing  the  mountain,  when  he  gave  so  terrific 
an  account  of  the  slaughter  of  his  companions,  that  the  dispo- 
sition to  engage  in  enterprizes  attended  with  such  hazard  of 
life  subsided,  and  no  Indian  was  ever  again  known  to  enter  the 
settlements  with  hostile  intentions.  Mrs.  L.  on  the  report  of 
the  first  gun  fell  to  the  gi'ound,  by  which  manoeuvre  lier  life 
was  saved. 
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A  mare  particular  explanation  of  a  transaction  recorded  in 
my  firnt  series  of  Anecdotes. 

It  is  a  fact  well  niiderstood,  that  at  the  period  of  the  strug- 
gle of  party,  in  the  year  1800,  that  General  C.  C.  Pinckney, 
by  consenting  to  unite  his  name  with  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
woiild  have  secured  to  himself  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
electors  of  South-Carolina.  But,  consistent  with  his  decided 
pririciples,  sucli  an  association  could  not  be  entered  into.  There 
was  no  voting  at  that  time  for  a  Vice-President.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, each  State  voted  for  two  persons  as  President,  one  of 
whom  was  not  to  be  of  the  State  voting ;  the  highest  on  the 
list,  having  a  majority  of  the  whole  was  to  be  President,  the 
next  Vice-President.  [N'ow,  if  C.  C.  Pinckney  had  received 
the  votes  of  South-Carolina,  which  he  might  have  done,  had 
he  consented  to  a  coalition  with  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  proposed  by 
his  friends  in  the  State  Legislature ;  these  added  to  all  the 
Federal  votes  would  have  made  him  President.  While  he  was 
acting  this  noble  and  candid  pai't,  the  Adams'  party  in  New- 
England  were  plotting  to  secure  the  Presidential  Chair  to  their 
own  candidate,  which  they  knew  would  be  endangered,  if  both 
the  Federalists  should  receive  an  equal  number  of  votes.  They, 
therefore,  threw  away  several  votes  for  the  second  candidate, 
giving  the  whole  to  John  Adams.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
if  General  C.  C.  Pinckney,  could  have  been  guilty  of  a  dere- 
liction of  principle,  the  want  of  faith  to  party  might  liave  been 
excused  from  this  instance  of  the  conduct  of  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams.  The  opinion  of  the  Ex-President  Adams,  writing  to 
General  Gadsden,  I  have  already  recorded  in  my  first  series. 
"  I  have  been  well-informed  of  the  frank,  candid  and  honour- 
able conduct  of  General  (!.  C.  Pinckney,  at  your  State  election, 
which  was  conformable  to  the  whole  teiiour  of  his  actions 
through  life,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  my  knowledge." 
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Imputation  of  Ingratitude  incorrectly  fixed  on  Repuhlics. 

Pke-iudioes  tliat  are  once  entertained,  are  afterwards  difficult 
to  shake  oft".  The  stigma  of  ingratitude  has  been  pronounced 
a  cliaracteristic  of  Ile]>ul>lics — in  my  belief  (as  far  as  our  na- 
tion is  implicated  in  the  charge)  unjustly.  I  once  cherished  an 
opposite  opinion.  It  was  at  a  ))eriod  when  the  inveteracy  of 
party  spirit  assailed  the  fair  fame  of  Washington,.  But  I  very 
frankly  allow,  that,  even  then,  too  hastily ;  for  by  whom  were  the 
scandalous  aspersions  of  character  fabricated,  but  by  a  set  of 
unprincipled  vagabonds,  the  outcasts  of  their  native  country, 
and  the  scourge  of  that  of  tlieir  adoption.  The  gazettes,  over 
which  they  had  ol)tained  a  fatal  influence,  were  filled  with  the 
most  bitter  invectives,  nor  did  they  sci'uple,  unblushingly,  to 
give  the  most  upright  and  dignified  statesmen  of  our  country, 
the  appellation  of  Traitor  and  Tyrant.  Truth,  however,  in  all 
its  brilliancy,  burst  forth,  and  calumny  was  dumb.  The  name 
of  Wasliington  appeared  without  blemish.  Specks  in  his  char- 
acter, if  any  such  did  ever  exist,  were  no  longer  perceptible  to 
mortal  eyes,  and  by  the  universal  consent  of  mankind,  it  is  ac- 
knowledged, that  as  far  as  the  frailty  of  human  nature  will  ad- 
mit, his  character  has  reached  tiie  pinnacle  of  ])erfection.  To 
the  Hera  then,  at  once  the  boast  and  ornament  of  his  country, 
to  the  immortal  Washington,  the  charge  of  ingratitude  is  not 
applicable.  Will  not  the  liberal  conduct  of  Congress  towards 
the  Baron  Steuben,*  Kosciusko,  and  General  La  Fayette,  do 


*  When  Baron  Stenben'e  case  was  first  mentioned  in  Congress,  and  reference  made  to 

tlie  important  servicce  wliich  be  had  rendered  to  the  United  States,  the  compliment  was 
paid  Iiim,  to  inquire  in  wliat  mode  the  sent^e  of  his  good  conduct  could  be  most  satisfac- 
torily acknowli'dged.  "  By  the  grant  of  a  fpeciflc  simi  in  cash  ?"  was  his  ready  reply. 
This  circumstance  being  communicated  to  General  Washington,  he,  without  hesitation, 
resolved  to  oppose  the  measure.  ''  I  am  so  well  apprised,"  he  said,  ''  of  the  generous 
nature  and  liberal  disposition  of  this  excellent  man,  whose  feelings  are  never  so  much 
hurt  as  when  he  witnesses  distresses  which  he  cannot  relieve,  that  I  am  convinced  his 
discretion  would  never  be  controlled  by  pmdence,  nor  proportioned  to  his  means,  and 
that  your  bounty,  speedily  expended,  would  leave  him  more  than  ever  the  victim  of  pov- 
erty and  distress.  Essentially  to  serve  the  Baron,  it  is  necessary  to  grant  him  an  annuity, 
which  he  may  use  or  abuse  at  pleasure.  Inconsiderate  expenditure  may  then  subject  him 
to  temporary  inconvenience  and  distress.  But  with  every  returning  year,  fresh  supplies 
wotdd  remove  difficulty,  and  his  hospitality  and  kind-heartedness  allow  no  diminution." 
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away  the  degrading  imptitation  ?  Will  not  the  expression  of 
the  most  exalted  sense  entertained  of  the  services  rendered  to 
tlieir  country,  by  the  iindeviating  good  condu(;t  of  Jefferson  and 
of  Adams,  prove  tlie  truth  of  my  position?  Will  not  the 
eulogies  pronounced  throughout  the  Union  on  the  good  and 
great,  the  Patriots  and  Heroes  of  the  Hevolution,  confirm  it? 
Does  not  the  celebration  at  New-Orleans,  of  the  Victory  of  the 
Eighth  of  January,  give  further  evidence  of  it.  And,  finally, 
will  not  the  late  proceedings  in  Congress,  by  which  the  pressure 
of  misery  and  absolute  want  is  removed  from  the  veteran's 
habitation,  and  tlie  bliss  insured  to  him  of  passing  tlie  residue 
of  liis  life  in  peace  and  comfort,  give  ample  testimony  of  a  sen- 
sibility that  is  above  praise.  Is  it  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
noble  and  generous  effort  to  do  partial  justice,  where  it  is  im- 
practicable to  give  it  full  indulgence ;  and  is  it  not  an  unques- 
tionable truth,  that  the  imputation  of  ingratitude  towards  men 
who  have  served  with  honour  and  fidelity,  is  not  attributable 
to  America. 


LAUDABLE  INSTANCE  OF  INDEPENDENT  SPIRIT. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine  (Judge  Desaussurc)  travelling  some  little 
time  since  in  the  interior  country,  lost  his  waj',  but  was  speed- 
ily put  into  the  right  road  by  an  aged  countryman,  of  tall  ath- 
letic size,  but  very  prepossessing  appearance.  He  bore  the 
characteristic  marks  of  jan  old  soldier,  and  oh  my  friend's  say- 
ing, "  I  presume  that  you  have  served,"  promptly  replied,  "  Yes, 
sir.  I  was  attached  to  the  third  Continental  Regiment  of 
South-Carolina,  and  was  twice  wounded  in  the  service  ;"  shew- 
ing two  deep  scars,  tlie  one  on  his  arm,  the  other  on  his  head. 
"  I  had  an  uncle  in  that  regiment,"  said  my  friend,  "  who  fell 
when  the  attempt  was  made  to  storm  the  British  lines  at  Sav- 
annah." The  name  being  mentioned,  he  immediately  replied, 
"I  knew  him  well,  sir;  and  fought  in  the  next  company  when 
he  was  shot."  "  Do  you  enjoy  a  pension  from  your  country," 
was  now  asked.  "  I  do,  sir,  and  have  done  so  for  the  last  two 
years."     "  Why  did  yon  not  apply  sooner  for  it."     "  Because," 
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he  replied,  raising  up  liis  tall  foi'in  and  stretching  out  his 
brawny  arms,  now,  however,  shrinking  with  age,  "  while  these 
arms  cotdd  support  my  family  by  their  labour,  I  would  not  ask 
my  country  for  help.  After  attaining  my  seventieth  year,  I 
found  that  1  was  growing  feeble,  made  my  application  lor  as- 
sistance and  succeeded,  and  now  gratefully  enjoy  the  bounty 
bestowed  upon  me." 


LETTER  FROM   COOPER. 

I  HAVE  noticed  in  my  First  Series  of  Anecdotes,  my  acciden- 
tal meeting  at  Philadelphia  with  Cooper,  of  the  First  Troop  of 
Legionary  Cavalry,  and  the  high  degree  of  satisfaction  that  fol- 
lowed an  interview  with  a  soldier  of  such  distinguished  merit, 
after  a  separation  of  upwards  of  thirty  years.  I  had  then  to 
mention  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  his  sagacity  in 
gaining  intelligence,  his  industry  when  in  pm-suit  of  honour,  and 
intrepidity  in  action  as  often  as  brought  into  contact  with  the 
enemy.  Such  distinguished  qualifications  could  not  but  excite 
my  highest  admiration  and  applause ;  but  in  a  most  interesting 
and  aflFectionate  letter  just  received  from  him,  he  has  displayed 
a  trait  of  character  still  more  honourable  to  him,  and  more  de- 
cidedly grateful  to  me.  To  give  it  in  any  other  words  than 
his  own,. would  detract  from  its  merits.  He  writes  as  follows : 
— "I  had  been  separated,  with  Captain  Armstrong  and  about 
fifteen  Dragoons,  from  the  rest  of  our  Regiment,  and  had  en- 
tered the  British  camp.  Li  the  interim,  passing  along  the  line 
of  tents  and  seeing  two  hoi-ses  with  officei"s'  portmanteaus 
fastened  on  them,  he  sent  me  back  with  orders  to  bring  them 
off,  but  thinking,  as  I  presume,  that  it  had  too  much  the  ap- 
pearance of  plundering,  he  sent  a  dragoon  to  me  to  forbid 
their  removal.  Being  now  left  to  myself,  and  no  enemy  nearer 
tlian  the  Brick-House,  where  the  battle  was  still  raging,  I  de- 
liberately rode  along,  inspecting  their  camp,  when  the  thought 
struck  me  to  set  it  on  fire,  believing  that  when  the  British  saw 
it  in  a  blaze,  it  would  hasten  their  surrender,  which  I  consid- 
ered as  inevitable.     The  wind  was  favonrable  to  my  purpose. 


210  REVOLUTIONAKY    ANECDOTES. 

To  complete  what  I  thouglit  of  so  inucli  iinportauce,  I  dis- 
rnoimted  from  my  horse,  seized  a  brand  of  lire,  and  entered  a 
tent.  Tlie  first  object  that  met  my  eyes  was  a  very  sick  sol- 
dier, pale  and  emaciated,  laying  on  his  straw,  while  at  the  side 
of  his  homely  bed,  sat  an  interesting  looking  female,  the  pic- 
tnre  of  despair.  We  exchanged  looks,  but  spoke  not.  The 
tears  chasing  each  other  down  her  cheeks,  were  forcibly  elo- 
quent, and  gave  strong  indication  of  the  tumultuous  feelings 
that  agitated  her  heart.  The  appeal  was  sufficient.  He  must 
have  been  more  than  brute  who  could  at  such  a  moment  liave 
given  increase  to  her  afflictions.  I  threw  the  brand  from  me 
and  rode  off.  To  a  sick  soldier  and  a  woman's  tears,  the  Brit- 
ish were  indebted  for  the  safety  of  their  camp ;  and  happy  am 
I,  that  my  intentions  were  frustrated,  for  their  camp,  without 
doubt,  contained  many  sick  and  helpless  beings  incapable  of 
shifting  for  themselves,  who  must  liave  perished ;  whilst  I  feel 
conviction  that  cruelty  will  not  swell  the  catalogue  of  crimes 
that  may  be  registered  against  me." 


GENEEAL  GREENE. 

It  is  always  grateful  to  me  to  relate  whatever  does  honour 
to  General  Greene.  "  On  the  moniing  of  the  action  at  Eutaw, 
(says  Cooper  in  his  letter  to  me  alluded  to  above)  the  firing  be- 
tween Lee's  Infantry  and  a  British  party,  brought  General 
Greene  to  the  front  to  inquire  the  cause.  The  General  was  so 
near  me  that  our  boots  were  actually  in  contact,  when  an  aid- 
de-camp  galloping  up,  exclaimed,  '  General  Greene,  there  is  a 
large  body  of  tlie  enemy  in  your  rear.'  The  General,  witiiout 
turning  his  head,  promptly  replied,  '  Ride  up  to  them,  sir,  and 
tell  them  that  if  they  do  not  immediately  surrender,  I  shall  be 
under  the  necessity  of  cutting  them  to  pieces  witli  tlie  horse.' 
The  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  enemy  surrendered.  I  liad 
been  long  accustomed  to  see  men  cool  and  collected  in  battle. 
But  I  shall  never  forget  the  calmness  and  appearance  of  un- 
concern with  whicii  the  General  gave  that  order.' " 
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PRISONERS  CONFINED  IN  THE  BRITISH  PRISON- 
SHIPS. 

It  is  a  very  happy  trait  in  the  luiiiian  character,  that  propor- 
tioned to  tlie  pressure  of  adverse  t'ortuiie,  men's  energies  are 
frequently  increased,  and  constancy  sustained  with  a  courage 
invincible.  Conversing  witli  my  friend  Cliancellor  Desaussure, 
on  this  subject  lie  said  to  me, "  I  had  ample  proof  of  this  when 
in  continement  on  board  a  Britisli  prison-ship.  Every  species 
of  insult  was  offered  to  us,  when  we  were  marched  down  from 
the  main-guard  to  the  place  of  our  confinement.  We  were 
hooted  at,  hissed,  reviled,  and  ultimately  pelted  with  every  of- 
fensive kind  of  trash.  Nor  did  we  experience  any  diminution 
of  injurious  treatment,  when  fixed  iji  our  new  quarters.  Yet, 
not  a  symptom  of  despondency  was  visible  in  any  countenance. 
A  calm  and  dignified  submission  to  an  unavoidable  evil, 
marked  our  entire  conduct.  To  solicit  attention  from  men 
who  were  strangers  to  tlie  mild  dictates  of  humanity,  we  well 
knew  would  be  useless,  and  no  appeal  was  ever  made.  When 
the  more  coippassionate  tenderness  of  the  female  heart  led  them 
to  visit  our  dreary  abodes,  we  received  consolation  from  their 
attentions,  and  from  the  cheering  expression  of  their  looks,  felt 
a  revival  of  courage  that  fortified  our  hopes  and  bid  defiance 
to  the  most  envenomed  shafts  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  We 
were  even  sportive  in  our  amusements,  and  by  a  variety  of  con- 
trivances dispelled  that  ennui,  which  must  otherwise  have 
proved  oppressively  irksome,  and  caused  our  time  to  hang  with 
great  and  insupportable  weight  upon  our  hands.  We  feasted 
luxuriously  on  the  most  simple  food.  Cheerfulness  was  our 
sauce  and  our  stimulant  to  appetite.  Our  spirits  were  exalted 
without  liquor.  The  cup  of  cherisiied  hope  passed  from  lip  to 
lip,  and  the  glow  of  becoming  mirth  and  hilarity  never  knew 
abatement.  In  tlie  consciousness  of  serving  our  country  with 
27 
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fidelity,  we  felt  uU  the  bli.ss  of  peace  uf  mind,  and  if  ever  a  sen- 
sation of  sorrow  was  felt,  it  was  when  we  heard  of  the  dere- 
liction of  duty  by  some  friend  or  person  we  wished  to  think 
well  of;  who,  cajoled  by  the  delusive  pronn'ses  of  the  enemy, 
or  natural  imbecility  of  their  minds  and  temperament,  had 
been  induced  to  seek  their  protection.  The  establishment  of 
an  Ugly  Club  on  board,  was  a  source  of  perpetual  amusement. 
For  although  there  were  some  among  iis  who  did  not  quarrel 
with  nature  for  giving  us  plain  countenances,  and  who  were 
not  ignorant  of  their  imperfections  on  the  score  of  beauty ;  yet 
there  were  others  who,  without  a  single  featui'e  ■  that  could  be 
deemed  attractive,  or  a  glance  of  intelligence  or  smile  of  fas- 
cination, lost  their  tem])ers,  and  were  beyond  measure  fretfid 
and  peevish,  especially  when  chosen  to  till  the  high  offices  in 
the  Society.  But  ill-humour  was  productive  of  no  advantage 
to  him  who  indulged  it,  and  it  was  only  necessary  for  a  man  to 
dispute  the  judgment  and  want  of  taste  in  his  companions, 
and  to  attempt  to  stop  the  current  of  opinion,  to  have  his 
claims  to  the  perfection  of  ugliness  fixed  on  him  for  life."  The 
same  happy  disposition  prevailed  among  the  exiles  to  St. 
Augustine.  Patience  and  equanimity  were  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  innocent  mirth  occasioned  the  languor  of  confinement 
to  be  submitted  to  with  scarcely  a  murmur,  or  expression  of 
dissatisfaction.  Two  gentlemen,  staunch  whigs  in  principle, 
kept  up  a  regular  correspondence  with  each  other ;  the  one  was 
an  exile  at  St.  Augustine,  the  other  an  inmate  of  the  narrower 
limits  of  the  Provost  in  Charleston.  Some  of  the  banished 
gentlemen,  suspecting  that  the  former  was  rather  poetical  in 
his  prose — in  other  words,  that  he  sometimes  rather  brightened 
the  colouring  of  the  information  which  he  received  from  his 
city  friend,  resolved  to  put  it  to  the  test,  and  prevailed  on  Mr. 
Brown,  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  who  was  about  to  deliver 
letters  at  roll-call,  which  had  just  arrived  from  Charleston,  to 
place  among  them  one  directed  to  the  suspected  embellisher. 

It  contained  these  words,  "  Yahoo —  Yahoo —  Yahoo, 

!"     Tlie  letter  was  no  sooner  looked  into,  than  bursting 


into  an  exclamation  of  rapturous  delight,  he  who  received  it, 
kissed  it  with  ardour,  and  handing  it  to  his  next  neighbour,  ex- 
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claimed-  -"  read  it,  and  rejoice,  the  day  is  our  own ;  victory 
crowns  our  efforts,  and  freedom  and  independence  are  at  liand." 
"I  see  nothing,"  said  the  gentleman  wlio  held  tlie  letter  in  his 
hand,  "but  an  uncouth  name  thrice  repeated,  and  followed  by 
three  scratches  preceding  a  point  of  admiration."  "  Tlie  very 
cause  of  my  joy,"  said  the  exulting  patriot.  You  have  seen  the 
secret  cypher  agreed  upon  between  my  friend  and  myself,  to 
communicate  intelligence.  Yahoo,  stands  for  Cornwallis,  and 
the  three  scratches  gives  positive  assurance  tliat  he  is  taken." 
Strange  to  tell,  this  fanciful  dream — this  vague  conjecture 
proved  true.  The  very  next  vessel  from  Charleston  brought 
intelligence,  that  propitious  fortune,  forsaking  the  standard  of 
the  victor  of  the  South,  that  the  renowned  Lord  Cornwallis, 
had  surrendered  his  army  to  General  Washington  at  York- 
town. 
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Brief  Accmmt  of  the  Celebration  of  ths  Victory  at  New-Or- 
leans, obtained  over  the  invading  ariny  of  Great  Britxiin, 
January  8^A,  1815. 

From  tlie  very  nature  of  my  work,  and  the  terms  in  which  I 
have  invariably  expressed  myself,  the  gratification  must  be 
great  to  notice  every  occurrence  which  does  honour  to  my 
country.  It  cannot,  therefore,  excite  suq^rise,  tliat  the  late 
celebration  of  the  Victory  at  New-Orleans,  achieved  on  the  8th 
of  January,  1815,  should  be  considered  by  me  as  particularly 
worthy  of  attention.  General  Jackson,  the  hero  to  whom  it 
was  intended  to  do  honour,  has  been  regarded  by  me  as  a 
bright  luminary  from  the  earliest  period  of  his  life.  I  have 
often  dwelt  with  pride  on  the  recollection  of  the  manly  firm- 
ness with  which  he  refused  to  officiate  in  the  degrading  capac- 
ity in  which  the  assumed  superiority  of  an  insolent  British  offi- 
cer would  have  placed  him.  I  have  greeted  his  first  appear- 
ance on  the  field  of  battle,  and  his  exemitlary  intrepidity  when 
there,  as  a  fair  and  encouraging  pledge  of  that  perfect  military 
skill  which  caused  him,  on  every  subsequent  recontre  with  the 
enemy,  to  possess  himself  of  the  wj'cath  of  \ictory,  and  to  claim 
all  the  applause  that  a  grateful  nation  could  bestow.  The  ac- 
count which  follows,  is  far  better  calculated  to  do  him  honour, 
than  any  thing  that  can  come  from  my  pen.  It  was  furnished 
me  by  an  officer,  high  in  his  esteem,  and  possessing  his  most  un- 
limited confidence — one  who  served  under  his  command  during 
the  greater  ]3art  of  the  war,  and  who  has  often  assm'ed  me,  that 
exalted  as  was  his  reputation  for  gallantry  and  military  prow- 
ess, it  gave  not  a  higher  claim  to  celebrity,  than  the  talents  and 
virtues  which  distinguished  his  entire  conduct  in  private  life. 
The  particulars  relative  to  the  celebration,  are  copied  from  a 
note  on  the  subject,  with  which  he  furnished  nie.  lie  was 
present  during  the  celebration  of  this  glorious  national  fete ; 
and  as  a  soldier  and  gentleman,  I  am  confident  that  his  state- 
ment may  l)e  deemed  correct  in  every  particular. 
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Tlie  late  celebration  of  the  Battle  of  the  Eightli  of  January, 
at  New-Orleans,  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  liistory  of  our 
couiitrv.  Those  who  witnessed  La  Fayette's  reception  at  the 
same  yhwc,  declare,  that  thougli  extremely  gj^etuJid,  it  was  not 
near  so  i/npoxing.  Seventy-live  thousand  persons  were  pres- 
ent, wliile  it  will  be  recollected,  that  the  permanent  population 
of  New-Orleans  does  not  exceed  forty -five  thousand.  What 
greatly  added  to  the  gaiety  of  the  scene,  and  taste  and  splen- 
dour of  the  celebration,  was,  that  the  French  understood  more 
perfectly  tlian  any  otlier  people,  liow  to  ari-ange  and  give  effect 
to  these  exhibitions.  There  were  circumstances  which  took  place 
on  the  occasioTi,  tliat  never  before  occurred  in  the  world.  A 
fleet  of  twenty-four  steam-boats,  almost  all  of  the  largest  class, 
beautifully  decorated,  ascended  the  Fatlier  of  Rivers,  firing  min- 
ute guns,  crowded  with  citizens  splendidly  and  tastefully 
dressed,  and  })roceeded  to  a  point  three  miles  above  tlie  city ; 
the  place  where,  by  an-angements  previously  made,  Jackson 
came  on  board  one  of  them,  and  from  thence  was  conducted 
down  the  Mississippi  to  the  battle-ground.  On  reaching  the 
field  of  battle,  addresses  were  delivered  to  Jackson  in  French 
and  English,  to  whi(!h  he  made  appropriate  answei^s.  The 
shouts  of  the  people  when  he  landed,  greatly  exceeded  any 
thing  which  could  have  been  supposed  even  in  imagination. 
It  was  heard  many  miles  off,  and  was  the  grandest  and  most 
sublime  sound  that  ever  struck  my  ears ;  for  the  effect  of  the 
human  voice  when  C(jmbined  to  a  great  extent,  operates  on  the 
mind  in  a  most  powerful  manner.  Among  other  things  which 
rendered  this  wonderful  celebration  peculiarly  interesting,  was 
the  circumstance  that  New-(3rleans  every  year  collects  and 
concentrates  citizens  from  every  part  of  the  world,  and  on  this 
occasion,  every  nation  in  Europe  was  nctuall;/  represented, 
and  almost  every  State  in  the  Union  officially  so.  Several 
military  coqis  also,  were  present  from  adjoining  States.  No 
party  feeling  dared  to  show  itself;  every  man,  woman  and 
youth  vied  with  each  other  in  doing  honour  to  the  hero  of  two 
wars,  the  conqueror  of  Wellington's  veterans,  the  guest  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana.  The  nations  of  the  old  world  were  taught 
a  useful  lesson,  and  could  not  hut  dUxno  (in  contradiction  to 


216  KKTOLl'TIONAKY    ANECDOTES. 

tlieir  cherished  sentiments)  that  repuhlics  were  vM  alwayx  de- 
ficient in  gratitude  to  tlieir  benefactors.  Dnring  the  week  that 
Jackson  remained  at  New-Orleans,  his  conduct  and  dej^ort- 
ment  was  most  exemplary.  In  Roman  dignity,  a  Washing- 
ton— in  colloquial  eloquence,  a  Jefferson.  His  manners  based 
upon  pui-e  Revolutionary  simplicity,  every  thing  flowed  from 
the  heart  and  went  directly  to  it. 

The  speech  which  follows,  gives  in  a  few  words  the  true 
character  of  Jackson,  better  than  any  thing  I  have  heretofore 
seen  in  print,  which  I  trust,  will  appear  an  ample  apology  for 
giving  \i piMicity. 

While  the  company  were  assembled  at  the  festive  board,  the 
following  toast  having  been  given — 

"  Colonel  Arthur  P.  Ilayne — The  compatriot  of  Jackson — 
we  tender  him  our  hearty  welcome  to  the  land  he  so  gallantly 
defended," 

Colonel  Ilayne  rose  and  s])oke  as  follows : — 

"  Mr.  President — Gratitude  is  not  eloquent.  All  I  can  say 
on  this  joyful  occasion  is,  I  thank  you — most  cordially  thank 
you,  for  the  flattering  sentiment  with  which  you  have  honoured 
me.  Sir,  if  there  be  any  portion  of  my  life  to  which  I  recur 
with  peculiar  delight,  it  is  that  period  of  it,  when  all  the  pow- 
ers of  my  mind  and  body  were  honestly  and  faithfully  devoted 
to  the  safety  and  protection  of  this  gallant  city.  I  t^an  truly 
say,  that  throughout  tliat  brilliant  and  arduous  campaign,  I 
endeavoured  to  the  best  of  my  humble  abilities,  to  discharge 
my  duty.  What  a  godlike  spectacle  was  exhibited  to  the 
world  during  the  New-Orleans  campaign  !  It  was  there  that 
the  brave  yeomanry  of  the  West,  glowing  with  the  holy  flame 
of  Liberty  and  Patriotism,  rose  in  their  might,  and  conquered 
the  veteran  troops  of  Wellington,  and  then  was  illustrated  in 
sober  truth,  the  sentiment  of  the  Poet,  when  he  exclaimed — 

"  On  valour'8  Bide  the  odds  of  combat  Ite, 
The  brave  live  glorious,  or  lamented  die ; 
The  wretch  that  trembles  in  the  field  of  fame, 
Meets  death,  and  worse  than  death — eternal  shame." 
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*'  P'ellow-Soldiers,  you  all  well  roineinber,  on  tlmt  trying  oc- 
casion, that  with  one  universal  burst  of  ])atriotic  ardour  the 
cry  every  wliere  was — To  Arms — To  Arms — your  motto, 
'  VicUrty  or  Death.'  Tiie  only  contention  among  you  was, 
who  should  be  foremost  in  the  race  of  glory,  who  most  faith- 
fully perform  his  duty  to  his  country.  And  you  can  all  bear 
witness  to  the  truth  of  my  assertion  when  I  say,  that  in  ]>atri- 
otic  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  in  gallant  bearing  and  daring  cour- 
age, the  City  of  New-Orleans  covered  herself  with  immortal 
glory. 

"Mr.  President — It  cannot  be  wi-ong  for  old  soldiers,  assem- 
bled as  wo  are  around  the  festive  board,  after  a  separation  of 
thirteen  long  years,  to  dwell  upon  the  recollections  of  former 
times,  even  at  tlie  expense  of  saj-ing  something  of  our  own  ac- 
tions. Bear  with  me  then,  while  I  feebly  endeavour  to  place 
before  you,  one  of  the  most  happy  illustrations  of  the  moral 
sublime  which  was  ever  exhibited.  You  all  remember,  fellow- 
soldiers,  when  the  Commander-in-chief  was  informed  by  the 
lamented  Tatum,  a  veteran  soldier  of  '76,  that  the  enemy,  in 
great  force,  had  eft'ected  a  landing.  Then  was  it  that  the 
character  of  Andrew  Jackson  shone  forth  with  surpassing 
brightness.  Never,  while  I  live,  shall  I  forget  his  conduct  in 
that  perilous  crisis,  and  truly  can  T  say,  that  next  to  our  God, 
we  owe  every  thing  to  his  skill  and  wisdom.  When  he  was 
told  that, the  enemy  were  at  your  door — had  reached  the  mar- 
gin of  yonder  noble  river — I  ask  the  question— emphatically 
ask  it — was  he  not  then  surrounded  by  every  ditliculty  that 
could  possibly  encompass  tlie  situation  of  a  gallant  soldier. 
Yet,  gentlemen,  did  we  not  see  him  at  that  awful  crisis,  calm 
and  self-collected — fortitude  and  magnanimity  beaming  in  his 
countenance.  Yes,  General,  in  your  venerable  person,  h^  a 
deliyJdful  association  of  ideas,  we  were  permitted  hy  the  God 
of  the  Quick  and  of  the  Dead,  to  hehold  once  a^ain  on  earth, 
our  oumi  immortal  Washington.  And  now  the  hour  of  battle 
is  at  hand,  and  we  behold  our  Jackson  placing  himself  at  the 
head  of  only  two  thousand  men,  of  whom  not  more  than  six- 
teen hundred  were  actually  engaged,  meeting  a  brave  enemy, 
amounting  in  number  to  five  thousand,  and  leading  our  eagles 
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to  victory  and  glory.  The  battle  of  the  twenty-third  of  De- 
cember, was  the  saving  of  this  city.  It  was  the  great  link  in 
the  chain  of  cause  and  effect,  M-hich  produced  the  glories  of  the 
'  Eighth  of  January,'  the  day  you  now  so  nobly  celebrate,  brave 
citizens  of  Louisiana — a  day,  which  records  a  mighty  victory, 
in  some  respects,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  I 
must  stop,  fellow-soldiers,  for  the  glories  of  N^ew-Orleans  are  a 
theme  too  transporting  for  me. 

"  Mr  President — I  now  beg  leave  to  give  a  toast,  and  in  so 
doing,  to  pay  a  small  tribute  of  respect  to  departed  worth — to 
brave  and  gallant  friends,  who  bared  their  bosoms  to  the  foe 
in  the  hour  of  trial  and  danger,  and  who,  in  the  day  of  battle, 
were  every  where  that  duty  and  danger  called. 

"  The  memories  of  Humphrey,  Duncan,  Read  and  Kemper. 

'"Come  expressive  silence,  mnse  their  praiee." 
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The  Monody  wliit-li  follows,  was  written  very  shortly  after 
the  coninient:eiiieiit  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  by  a  young 
Irish  student  named  Dunn,  then  attached  to  the  Glasgow  Col- 
lege. The  name  of  the  friend  so  pathetically  lamented,  was 
(to  the  best  of  my  recollection)  Rookks,  a  native  of  Maryland, 
who,  hastening  homewards  to  assist  in  defending  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  unhappily  perished  at  sea. 


PAULUS— A  MONODY. 


Upon  a  sea-girt  rock  Eugenius  stood, 

And  viewed  witli  steadfast  eyes  tlie  rolling  flood  ; 

And  siill,  in  every  passing  wave 

He  sought  his  Paulus'  watery  grave, 

And/ancy  oft  the  corse  descry 'd. 

Wound  in  its  billowy  shroud,  and  floating  with  the  tide. 

But  far  on  wide  Atlantic's  dreary  coast. 

Beneath  a  promontory's  shade, 

The  youth  by  pious  hands  is  laid. 

And  vainly  dost  thou  weep  thy  Paulus  lost, 

To  distant  shores  and  more  inclement  skies, 

The  faithless  vessel  yielded  up  her  prize. 

And  are  you  then  at  rest. 
The  s|iort  no  longer  of  the  watery  waste, 
An  unprotected  corse  ? 
The  swain  is  blest. 

Who  snatch 'd  thee  from  the  surge's  force, 
And  hallow'd  is  the  glebe  that  holds  thy  clay, 
And  blest  the  pious  youth  that  sung  thy  funeral  lay. 
28 
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But  ah  !   thy  virtues  could  he  tell, 

Thy  firm  integrity  above  a  price  ; 

Thy  wann  devotion  to  the  public  weal; 

Tliy  ardent  friendship — lionour  nice. 

C!ourage  with  pity  still  allied, 

And  modesty  that  like  a  veil  did  all  thy  virtues  hide. 

Could  he  thy  innocence  declare, 

A  grace  so  rare, 

When  linked  with  knowledge,  that  it  shone 

Complete  in  thee  alone. 

Could  he  thy  love  of  liberal  arts  proclaim. 

Still  guided  to  the  noblest  end. 

Thy  country's  freedom  to  defend. 

Not  to  achieve  an  empty  name. 

For  this  thou  oft  hast  conn'd  th'  historic  page — 

For  this  the  jurist's  knotty  lore. 

From  Alfred's  down  to  William's  age, 

Increasing  still  thy  copious  store, 

A  future  gift  for  the  Atlantic's  shore. 

Thine  was  the  task  her  sacred  rights  to  guard, 
Her  wide-spread  States  with  friendly  links  to  bind  ; 
The  happiness  of  millions  thy  reward — 
Thy  monument  in  every  patriot  mind. 

Soon  as  the  tyrant  spoke  the  word 

Be  slaves !  or  dread  the  exterminating  sword. 

Britannia's  hated  isles  you  fled. 

And  mourn'd  her  ancient  spirit  dead  ; 

Your  native  woods  you  sought. 

With  Spartan  virtue  fraught  ; 

That  virtue  which  can  fate  defy. 

Prepared  to  nobly  live  or  bravely  die. 

Behold  the  wish'd  for  shore. 
The  tempest  howls  and  Paulus  is  no  more. 
Whilst  many  a  mercenary  host. 
Securely  glides  along  the  hapless  coast — 
While  safe  the  German  transport  bends  its  sails 
And  Caledonia's  slaves  arrive  with  prosperous  gales — 

Yet  shall  thy  country's  liberties  survive — 

Yet  shall  she  triumph  o'er  her  ruthless  foe. 

And  Paulus  yet  shall  live, 

Wliilst  tyrants  sink  beneath  th'  avenging  blow  ; 

Short  is  the  gloomy  Despot's  sway, 

But  freedom's  radiant  form  shall  never  know  decay. 
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Immortal  Youth  farewell, — thy  sorrowing  friend 
This  last  sad  tribute,  to  thy  virtues  pays, 
Too  true  a  mourner  justly  to  commend. 
And  rich  in  reverence,  though  but  poor  in  praise. 
Yet  shall  Columbia  oft  tliy  worth  rehearse, 
Wlien  imtriot  virtue  claims  her  poet's  song. 
Thy  sorrowing  friends  roi)eat  the  solemn  verse, 
Thy  native  woods  the  solemn  notes  prolong. 

DUNN. 
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CONCLTTSION. 

I  AM  not  a  stranger  to  tlie  ironical  compliment  paid  me  by  a 
good-natured  friend,  on  the  publication  of  my  First  Series  of 
Revolutionary  Anecdotes,  to  wit,  "  that  I  had  given  to  the 
world,  a  pleasing  and  highly  interesting  Jent  Bnoh."  This  was, 
undoubtedly  owing  to  the  introduction  of  one  or  two  epigram- 
matic effusions,*  giving  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  talents  and 
character  of  the  British  King,  and  the  repartee  of  a  witty  lady 
to  General  Clinton,  desiring  the  musicians  at  a  ball  to  play, 
^'■Britons  Strike  Home."''  My  intention  always  has  been  to 
jrive  a  faithful  act-ount  of  every  circumstance  relating  to  the 
war,  and  I  freely  confess,  that  I  saw  no  impropriety,  while  I 
demonstrated  how  effectually  we  were  checking  the  arrogance 
and  foiling  the  intemperate  proceedings  of  our  enemies  on  one 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  to  show  how  they  were  laiighed  at  and 
ridiculed  even  at  the  fountain  head  of  government  on  the  other. 
A  disposition  to  merriment  is  inherent  in  my  nature,  it  was 
born  with  me,  and  I  trust,  that  while  life  remains,  I  shall  never 
be  abandoned  by  it.     My  favourite  maxim  is, 

"  With  mirth  and  laughter  iet  old  wrinkles  come.*' 

While,  therefore,  I  plead  guilty  to  the  charge,  and  confess  my 
crime,  I  tr\ist  I  may  still  be  allowed,  from  the  Gazettes  of  our 
foe  to  shew  how  idle  and  farcical  the  attempts  to  subjugate 
America  were  considered  in  England,  and  with  what  keen  and 
pointed  satire  the  administration  were  assailed,  even  at  the  seat 
of  government.  I  will,  in  mercy,  however,  add  two  short 
pieces  onb/,  lest  J  cause  the  bile  of  my  friend  to  overffow,  and 
occasion  him 

"To  creep  into  a  jatindice  by  being  peevish." 

*  Vide  pp.  412-1.3. 
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Tlie  Cerberus  FnVate  hein^  selected  at  the  commencement 
of  the  EevolutioTiiiry  wai-,  to  convey  to  Boston  tlie  British 
Generals  appointed  to  command,  the  following  ei)igram  ap- 
peared in  a  morning  paper : — 

"  Behold  the  Cerberns  the  Atlantic  plongh, 
Her  precious  cargo— Burgoyne,  Clinton,  How. 
Bow,  wow,  wow." 


HEADS. 

Tune — "Berry  Dovm." 
Te  wrong  heads,  and  strong  heads,  attend  to  my  strains, 
Ye  dear  heads,  and  queer  heads,  and  heads  without  brains  ; 
Ye  thick  skulls  and  quick  skulls,  and  lieads  great  and  small, 
And  ye  lieads  that  aspire  to  be  heads  over  all. 
Enough  might  be  said,  durst  I  venture  my  rhymes, 
Of  crowned  heads,  and  round  heads,  of  these  modern  times  ; 
This  slippery  path  let  me  cautiously  tread. 
The  Neck  else  will  answer,  perhaps  for  the  Head. 
The  Heads  of  the  C'hurch,  and  the  Heads  of  the  State, 
Have  taught  much,  and  wrote  much,  too  much  to  repeat ; 
On  the  neck  of  corruption,  uplifted  'tis  said. 
Some  rulers,  alas,  are  too  liigh  by  the  head. 
Ye  schemers  and  dreamers  of  politic  things. 
Projecting  the  downfall  of  Kingdoms  and  Kings, 
Can  your  wisdom  declare,  how  the  body  is  fed. 
When  the  members  rebel,  and  wage  war  with  the  head. 
On  Britannia's  bosom  sweet  Liberty  smiled. 
The  parent  grew  strong  while  she  fostered  the  child  : 
Ill-treating  her  offspring,  a  fever  she  bred. 
Which  contracted  her  limbs  and  distracted  her  head. 
Ye  learned  State  Doctors,  your  labours  are  vain, 
Proceeding  by  bleeding  to  settle  her  brain  ; 
Much  less  can  your  art  the  lost  members  restore. 
Amputation  must  fellow — perhajis,  somethinq  more. 
Pale  (Joddess  of  whim,  wlu!n  with  cheeks  lean  or  full, 
Thy  influence  seizes  an  Englishman's  skull ; 
He  blunders,  yet  wonders  his  schemes  ever  fail, 
Though  oft(;n  mistaking  the  head  for  the  tail. 

Berry  Doum. 
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